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The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol
4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. The Club and its officers do not expect nor invite any
person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice.
Front Cover: “What’s new with you?” Father & Son – Iro & Scott,
each with their own 2005 4.2 GU Patrol ST-L and 2002 4.2 GU Patrol DX.
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming
to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Although named for the Nissan Patrol, the Club welcomes
all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellama region near Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping, driver
training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable source of
water for bush fire-fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Easter, Xmas In July and Club Anniversary weekends, and is
available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney, Canberra and surrounding areas.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety
of social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for all
levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour” and
campfire provide a wonderful setting for story-telling, having a quiet
drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'Clean-Up
Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in their
4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges testing
the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In recent years, the Club also ran the “Son of Trials” at River Island
near Mittagong. These events offered standard road registered
vehicle owners, from learner drivers through to experienced
4WD’ers, to participate in a number of challenging courses to test
their skills and have the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
For further information about the Club, please go to our website at www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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www.nissanpatrolclub.org

4

A Note from
The Editor
Dear Members and Friends,
Another magazine done … a lot of trip reports. Amazing what a little threat of a fine can
do. However, if you could please organise yourselves and have the trip report and photos
together, that would be a great help.
I would love to hear from members with your ideas to help me improve this magazine. Is
there anything you would like added or taken out? Please add your comments to the club
forum on the website.

Keep On Patrolling!
Tania

& Ruby

We awoke to our own winter wonderland on 17 September.

Next magazine due on the website
7 January 2020.
All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
by 30 December 2019.
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The Report from

Madam
President
Dear Members,
It seems to have been a long time between president’s reports, so here are the highlights
over the last months. I had a lovely Victorian High Country trip in late April that enabled me
to drive as I was solo. I also slept in the car as I can fit across it. I can hear you laughing ….
it saved lots of setting up and packing up time. It was also the one of the coldest trips I have
been on because I wasn’t prepared for the cold weather, I know ‘what was she thinking?’
Must be going through your mind, evidently not much. Anyway, July school holidays saw us
heading off to Lake Eyre as I wanted to see it in flood after watching a segment on ABC.
Avoiding school holidays was always something Steve and I did, however now that he is a
teacher, it is the only time we can go, so it was quite busy in the outback towns. There were
people travelling to the Big Red Bash, to the light show at Uluru and to Lake Eyre. Scenic
flights over the Lake were booked out for the week ahead at Maree, William Creek etc…. It
was still a great time, with good company and wonderful sky, big and blue through the day
and brilliant starlight at night. I never tire of looking up at the sky at night when I am out
travelling.
Enough of my travels, back to club stuff. The committee and I have had a very busy period
as changes to insurance meant that the club was facing a large premium for public liability as
well as directors and officer’s liability, not to mention voluntary workers compensation. After
examining alternatives and special committee meetings where we spoke with Craig Thomas,
President of the NSW 4WD Association, it was decided to re-join the Association after an
absence of 13 years. This move did reduce the premium from several thousand dollars to
under a thousand. However, there was an affiliation fee to pay, which was similar to what we
would have paid for a stand at the 4WD Adventure Show, so I suppose it is swings and
roundabouts. I went to the quarterly meeting at Beresfield in August, where the NPC, LROC
and the Suzuki Club were readmitted to the Association. Many representatives from other
clubs came up and welcomed us back. I have since attended the Greater Sydney Region
meetings of the Association, which are held on Monday evening at Granville Diggers.
Insurance for the club land and trailer is a separate policy and I am pleased to say that
Wendy and Chris Browne worked on this and we have coverage through a local broker.
The 4WD Adventure show was interesting this year as we were in the Association marquee,
where again the club was welcomed back into the fold by representatives from other 4WD
clubs. Generally, the 4WD Show was well set up, the only issue being the high winds that
caused havoc on Friday, but that was outside the Association’s control. Our club has been
invited to a Halloween event at Sackville Caravan Park hosted by the Blue Mountains 4WD
Club. There is also an evening at Auto 1, Hoyle Ave Castle Hill on Thursday 7 November
commencing 6:30pm for 7:00pm. This is open to all members, however please RSVP to me
if you would like to attend.
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Now for future planning, the committee decided at its last meeting to hold a strategy day on
Sunday 27 October at Ashfield commencing 9:30am. The last few years have seen a decline
in membership numbers as well as a decrease in members’ engagement with the Club. The
committee would love to have your input and suggestions as to how the club can better fulfil
your needs, I know that more trips is something that is always mentioned, however we need
trip leaders, as we are undergoing a generational change where many of the senior members
who were actively leading trips have retired from the club due to age and infirmity.
With the approaching summer and bushfire season, there is a need to hold a working bee or
two at the land to reduce the fuel load around the shed. Richard came back from a weekend
at the land and messaged me to let me know that there are many trees down around the
property with some blocking the tracks. Over the next week I shall speak to Richard and
other members of the committee to organise some working bees over the next couple of
months. Please come and join us at these working bees. As usual, breakfast and lunch and
morning tea and water will be provided. Just bring your camping gear, garden gloves and
tools.
The Christmas party will be at Wendy and Scott’s place on Sunday 24 November. More
information will be out soon. A large turnout would be great, as this is one of the highlights
on the club calendar.
Following on from the Christmas Party, the 4WD Spectacular is on in Queanbeyan, February
1&2 next year. I would really like as many ACT members as possible to help run the stand.
Cheers,
Rollanda R

The Club would like to acknowledge and Welcome the following
New Members who have joined recently.
Russell B & Billie-Mae K with Aurelia
We hope you all have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future.
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
PO Box 249
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046
Club website: www.nissanpatrolclub.org
ISSN 1446-0718

COMMITTEE MEMBERS,
ASSISTANTS & OFFICE BEARERS
13 March 2019 to 11 March 2020
COMMITTEE
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Trip Organiser
Training Co-Ordinator
Land Manager
Social Convener

Rollanda
Wendy
Anne
Steven
Steve
Mark
Chris
Richard
Mark

OFFICE BEARERS

Webmaster
Editor
Publicity Officer
Purchasing Officer
Technical Officer
Equipment Officer
Librarian
Sergeant-at-Arms
ACT Liaison
Auditor/s

Brett
Tania
POSITION VACANT
Steve
Scott
Ross
Paul
Christopher
Jonathon
POSITION VACANT

ASSISTANTS
Assist Training Co-Ord
Assistant Land Manager
Assist Social Convener
Assistant Editor

Christiaan
Scott
Stephen
POSITION VACANT

Please contact the President
if you would like to join the Committee
and have a part in the running of YOUR Club.
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GET TO KNOW ...
BRETT & CINDY
BORN:

Brett: Sydney
Cindy: Newcastle, Sth Africa

LIVES AT:

NSW

OCCUPATION:

Brett: Bus Driver
Cindy: Stay at home mum.
Soon to be swim teacher.

FAMILY:

Married since 2012 and we have a gorgeous 2½ year old boy, Liam

HOBBIES:

Brett: Used to drive in 4WD competitions (Willowglen, Toperi etc). Now I
spend as much time as possible with Liam, watching 4WD videos with him.
Cindy: Researching the family tree, camping, reading history

NPC MEMBER SINCE:

Brett: 2006
Cindy: 2005

CLUB POSITIONS HELD: Brett: Webmaster
Cindy: Secretary, Membership Secretary, Treasurer
VEHICLE:
TYRES:
MODIFICATIONS:

FUTURE MODS:
FIRST VEHICLE
PAST VEHICLES
OTHER VEHICLE
DREAM VEHICLE
TENT OR TOW

Brett
Nissan Patrol GU ST 4.5
285/75/16 BF Goodrich KM3
3” lift, Kaymar twin wheel carrier rear bar, long
range fuel tank, steel side steps, winch, ARB
bull bar, Lightforce XGTs, Outback roller
drawers, etc
Nothing planned
Brett
Datsun 120Y
Nissan Patrol GQ – from stock
standard to competition vehicle
Toyota Corolla
Genuine Mazda RX3 Sedan

Cindy
Same
Same
Same

Cindy
Nissan Pulsar
Toyota Hilux
Nissan Patrol GU
Mazda CX-5 Sport

We used to camp using a canvas centre pole tent, until Liam came
along. We then invested in a Track Trailer Tvan Firetail. It allows
us a quick set up and pack up, with easy access when we pack the
trailer before leaving on a trip. I can pack and make the bed simply
by lifting the rear hatch, which is great.
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FIRST CLUB
TRIP:

Brett: Wheeny Creek
Cindy: Deua National Park with Hugh & Leigh Hodgkinson

FAVOURITE
TRIP:

Brett: Victorian High Country & Tasmania
Cindy: Victorian High Country & Tasmania

MOST VISTED
PLACE:

Brett: Watagans, Lithgow, Yalwal, Victorian High Country
Cindy: Victorian High Country, Stockton Beach, River Island, Mt
Airlie

WORST TRIP:

Brett: N/A
Cindy: Never had one

FUTURE TRIPS:

Brett: Western Australia (eventually)
Cindy: Who knows where the road will lead us?

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE
CLUB DO IN THE FUTURE?
More trips on the calendar, as it is after all why
we have joined the club.
WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME/US:
Cindy: It took a lot of courage to join the Club,
but I haven’t regretted the decision yet! It has
allowed me to make new friends and also
meet
my husband who joined a year after me. I
have explored many places I wouldn’t have
done on
my own.

BIG RED BASH ANNOUNCES
ITS BIGGEST EVER LINEUP FOR 2020

PAUL KELLY
IAN MOSS – TIM FINN – JOHN WILLIAMSON – KATE CEBERANO
GLENN SHORROCK – THIRSTY MERC – ROSS WILSON – BJORN AGAIN
WENDY MATTHEWS – SHANNON NOLL – DRAGON – THE RADIATORS – MI-SEX
CHOCOLATE STARFISH – VIKA & LINDA BULL – STEVE BALBI – MARK GABLE
THE CRACKUP SISTERS – CAITLYN SHADBOLT – THE BIG RED BASH BAND
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 19TH SEPTEMBER 2019
www.bigredbash.com.au
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DRIVER TRAINING
with
Chris C
Driver Training
Co-ordinator

Chris J
Assistant Trainer

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics teach you practical driving over a variety of terrain and obstacles. Our courses are
Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver Training, Advanced
Recovery, and many more.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Basic Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Basic Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any Basic Driver
Training Sunday at the Club Land. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members
attending and revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and
more enjoyable activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With
Richard S
Land Manager

Scott D
Assistant Manager

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees usually
have very little work and then you are free to do whatever you want. Regular working bees are held
to help with land maintenance.
At the Land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, collect and cut up firewood, then have a chat around the
fireplace and an excellent Saturday night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
Please consider helping out at the land, and contact the Land Managers to enable them to organise
work activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.
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The Nissan Patrol Club
Christmas Party
( CLUB MEMBERS ONLY )

When: Sunday,
24th November 2019
Where: Scott & Wendy's

From 12 noon
Please bring your own:
 Drinks
 Chairs
Catering Costs:
Adults … … … … … $20
Kids - 5-12 … … … … $10
0-4 … … … … Free
Family (2 Adults & 2+ kids) $50

RSVP: 16th November 2019
Contact Wendy at

So come on over here
To enjoy good food and a beer
With some happy Christmas cheer
And your Nissan Patrol Club peers.
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CLUB
CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays, Special Days,
District Camping Shows and other 4WD events
to help with your holiday planning.
More detailed information for each trip can be found on the Club Website.
The Club Calendar is always being updated.
Please check the Club Website for the latest information.

October 2019
Sat 5th to
Mon 7th

CAVES TO CAVES:
JENOLAN TO WOMBEYAN ADVENTURE TRIP
A 3-day trip through the majestic Blue Mountains with camping in
semi remote locations and a chance to visit both Jenolan and
Wombeyan Caves and the historic town of Yerranderie. Camper
trailers welcome.

Sat 5th to
Mon 7th

Sun 6th

Sat 5th to
Mon 7th
Wed 9th

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

LONG WEEKEND AT THE LAND:
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club
Land. Drive around the land during the day and see the local
sites, have Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch a movie or two
on Sunday.

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS BEGINS
Willowglen 4x4 Challenge
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au
GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock
DRIVER TRAINING: ADVANCED
A combined Driver Training Weekend and Club Trip to
Sunny Corner, 30 minutes from Lithgow. To book or if
you have any questions, please contact the Driver
Trainers.
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SPRING
FORWARD

Tues 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Fri 25th to
Sun 27th

Canberra Caravan Camping Outdoor Lifestyle Expo
Exhibition Park, Canberra

Fri 25th to
Sun 27th

INTER-CLUB HALLOWEEN:
Join in a frightful night of Halloween fun hosted by
Sydney Districts 4x4 Club at Sackville Ski Centre.
Further details are listed on our website.

November 2019
Wed 13th

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock
DRIVER TRAINING: SAND
Held at Stockton Beach near Newcastle, this is a
combined Driver Training weekend and Club Trip. To
book or if you have any questions, please contact the
Driver Trainers.

Sun 24th

CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY:
Club Members Scott & Wendy have once again kindly offered
their backyard to hold the Club’s Christmas party. Fun starts at
12 midday for a BBQ lunch about 1pm. You MUST book in so
catering can be organised. BYO chairs & drinks.

Tues 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

December 2019
Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock
This will be a short meeting followed by some
Christmas Cheer. Please bring some nibbles to share.

Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members.
You must complete the Basic Driver Training course
before going on a club trip. To book or if you have any
questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.

Wed, 18th to
Tue, 28th Jan

Summer School Holidays
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Tues 31st

NEW
YEAR’S
EVE

January 2020
Wed 1st

New
Year’s
Day

Wed 8th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

Tue 21st

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Sun 26th
Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

Tue 28th

AUSTRALIA DAY
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
land. Great camping and socialising. If you are able to help, please
contact the Land Manager.

BACK TO SCHOOL (Sorry Kids!)

February 2020
Sat 1st to
Sun 2nd

Queanbeyan 4WD Spectacular:
Queanbeyan Showgrounds, Glebe Avenue, Queanbeyan

Fri 7th to
Sun 9th

Newcastle Caravan, Camping & Holiday Expo:
Newcastle Entertainment Centre & Showground
www.newcastle.supershow.com.au

Wed 12th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

Fri 14th to
Sun 16th

Illawarra Caravan, Camping, 4WD, Fish & Boat Show:
Kembla Grange Racecourse, Princes Highway, Kembla Grange (Wollongong)
www.ruralscene.com.au

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members.
You must complete the Basic Driver Training course
before going on a club trip. To book or if you have any
questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.
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Tue 25th

Sat 22nd to
Sun 23rd

Sat 29th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
land. Great camping and socialising. If you are able to help,
please contact the Land Manager.

LEAPING LIZARDS - IT’S A LEAP YEAR!
An extra day added to the year and
it’s a Saturday.

March 2020
Wed 11th

Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

Tue 24th

Sat 28th to
Sun 29th

DATE
TBA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall 134 Queens Road Five Dock.
Come and vote in your New Committee for 2020-21.
DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members.
You must complete the Basic Driver Training course
before going on a club trip. To book or if you have any
questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.
COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our land. Great camping and socialising. If you are able to
help, please contact the Land Manager.
COMMITTEE DINNER:
A chance for old and new committees to get together and pass
on information and complete the handover of their roles.
Unofficially, it is a night out for a pleasant meal with friends.
Date and venue TBA.

April 2019
Sun 5th

Wed 8th

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS
GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock
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FALL
BACK

Fri 10th to
Mon 13th

Fri 10th to
Sun 26th

EASTER ON THE LAND:
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land. Use the
land as a base to explore the Southern Highlands, Canberra,
Goulburn or drive around the many tracks on the land.

NSW School Holidays

Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a club trip. To book or if you have any questions, please contact
the Driver Trainers.

Tue 21st

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Sat 25th

ANZAC Day
Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

Tue 28th to
Sun 3rd May

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
land. Great camping and socialising. If you are able to help,
please contact the Land Manager.
Caravan, Camping 4WD & Holiday Supershow:
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse.
www.supershow.com.au

MAY 2020
DATE
TBA

AFRICAN SAFARI:
Self-drive tour of Botswana & Namibia with professional Australian based guides.
More details to come from Murray R.

AUGUST 2020
Thur 6th to
Wed 26th

AUGUST ON CAPE YORK:
A 3 Week trip from Cairns to Cape York and back. Stopping at many of the iconic
places on the way north and south.
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If you are thinking of going on
a day or weekend trip,
but not sure where you would like to go,
here are some ideas from the book
"4WD TREKS CLOSE TO SYDNEY".
River Crossing

Beach Run

Newnes
Stockton Beach - The Bridle Track
The Hunter Region - Baal Bone Gap - Chichester Forest
Tianjara Fire Trail - Jenolan to Wombeyan Caves - Abercrombie Trek
Dixons Long Point - Barrington Tops - Sunny Corner Trek
Watagan Mountains - Yengo National Park
Turon River
If you still can't decide on where to go,
try opening a map,
close your eyes and point a finger.
It is all there just waiting
for you to explore.
Red Desert Sand

Lush Green Rainforest

Our Trip Organiser can help you with information and maps.

We are looking for members to organise a
social event for a day.
It can be an afternoon of tennis, golf, or bowling,
ride a bike, a horse, a go-cart or a jet boat,
cheer at a game of football, cricket or basketball,
see a movie, a show or a carnival
have a picnic in the park, a swim in a river,
or a day at the beach
climb a hill, a mountain or the bridge,
visit a museum of history, of art, or transport.

There are so many things to do and
see in this wonderful city.

Just pick one.
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip
Leaders. Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features,
walks or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded
friends from the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush
as much as you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour,
river cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser

Cheers,

Mark
Trip Co-ordinator
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip
a few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where
mobile phones don’t work.
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TRIP
CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants
will have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain.
Winching and/or towing will almost definitely be required.
Participants will be required to bring along a certain amount of
recovery equipment. The trip leader will have the right to reject a
request from someone who is considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some
winching and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under
extreme weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A”
trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of
this trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in
most circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under
extreme weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B”
trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-getto base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you
actually need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired
destination.
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UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION
USED FOR

CHANNEL/S

Calling
(Established by law)

11

Conversations

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

COMMENTS
To call or locate another station. Parties then
switch to a conversation channel.
Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway
users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg
when in convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in
national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency
situation only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to
work. Receives on channels 1-8. Transmits on
channels 31-38 automatically. When within range
of a repeater, it will increase the communication
difference. Operation in simplex mode on these
channels is not permitted when in range of a
repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two
channels.
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CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should
only call on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any
other person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the
previous vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following
vehicle, especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details
of their intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated
position in the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that
vehicle slows down and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in
the convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group, he will turn on his headlights.
This is the signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in
the convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then re-join the
convoy after ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the
rescue operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are
particularly asked to keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.
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The Canning Stock Route
5-30 August 2019
A 2460 km journey covering the events of a group of intrepid travellers heading down the
CSR. Best read in conjunction with a map of the track.

Participants
Chris C (trip leader extraordinaire)
Tony S
Tony and Carol L
Peter P and Peter R
Steve H and Stephen T
Ross C
Peter and Helen W

2005 3.0L GU Wagon
2004 4.2L TDI GU Ute
2015 3.0L GU Wagon
1991 4.2L TDI GQ Wagon
2007 3.0L GU Wagon
1968 6-cylinder petrol G60 Ute
2011 3.0L GU Ute

This is an account of my trip with the NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF NSW down the
CANNING STOCK ROUTE during August 2019.

August 3
Most have arrived in Halls Creek Caravan Park making final adjustments before heading
off. We're a motley looking bunch full of anticipation

August 4
An easy day today. Coffee and cake in town for morning tea and then a drive out to Palm
Springs. Lunch at Sawpit Gorge watching an Ibis catch fish. Very relaxing. Head back in
stopping at Old Halls Creek to see what remains, which isn't much, then Chinaman’s Wall.
Fill up Patrol in town with fuel and water. We had another nice meal at the pub for tea
then early to bed readying up for the start of the trip tomorrow.

August 5
9am head off, stopping at the bakery for final supplies then down the Tanami Track to
Wolfe Ck Crater. You gotta love those corrugations. It's pretty amazing to see the size of
the crater a lump of rock left when
it collided with earth 300,000 years
ago. Top up fuel at $2.60 per litre
in Billiluna, the start of the CSR
track now we have left the Tanami.
Tonight we are camped by Stretch
Lagoon. It's a bit muddy and low
according to locals as they didn't
have much of wet season this
year. 239 km
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August 6
Awoke this morning at 5am. Had
breakfast overlooking the lagoon with the
sun coming up. Tidied up and went for a
walk around the lagoon coming across
Brolgas, ducks, small water birds, Black
Cockatoos and horses. After about an
hour, returned to camp with everyone
finishing up breakfast and getting ready
to move out.
I was 2nd in convoy today so had the chance to see 5 camels sauntering down the track in
front of Chris before hi-tailing it in to the scrub. A little further on and the 1st casualty of
the day with Chris blowing a rear shock. We decided to carry on slowly, then an hour later
the other one went. 2 brand new shocks and we had only travelled about 80 kms.
Stephen T jumped to action clambering under Chris's 4b and they were both changed in a
short time. We then all took even more air out of the tyres as the corrugations were only
getting bigger.
We decided on bypassing Lake Gregory as it was dry and the going was slow. The next
stop was well 51, where Chris took a water sample for his home collection. Well 50 was
nice to see, as it still had the remains of the old timber surrounding it. A little further on, we
were having a cool down break when a motor bike rider, Benji Brundon arrived and
stopped to have a chat. He was on his last day to be the fastest person to complete the
crossings of all the major deserts in Australia. 29 days he had been going. We're going to
take around 15 just to do 4. The Tanami Desert, Great Sandy Desert, Gibson Desert, and
Little Sandy Desert.
We stopped by the old car wreck that had
burnt to the ground around 1995 due to a
build-up of spinifex. Poor bugger. It must
have gone up quickly. As we headed off to
our camp at Well 49, a fuel light started
flashing on the dash. I had a check of the
wiring and couldn't find anything loose, so
only time will tell if it's going to cause a
problem. Steve H air conditioning has
stopped working, so a bit of space in the convoy to stay out of the dust for him now on this
trip. 142kms. 381kms from Halls Ck.

August 7
A good night's sleep and up at 6am. Witnessed a beautiful sunrise. We had a very scenic
drive today past Chinaman’s Hat, Breaden Hills, which look like something out of the wild
west with them having flat tops. Saw the remains of Well 48, then headed to Breaden
Pool. Chris commented that this is the first time he had been there without any water in
the pool. We then went to look for Godfrey Tank and after about 45 minutes, managed to
find the tank, which is actually a huge stone catchment hole.
Back on the track, we passed a few 4bs heading north, then lunch on the side of the track
before heading up a small lookout to take in a 360-degree view of the surrounds. You
could nearly see the curvature of the earth from there. Onwards to Well 47, another
unrestored well, but had good remains lying around.
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It was then we started to hit the sand dunes properly, with a few taking a second go to sort
out the correct gearing needed when your 4b weighs in at around 4 ton, to conquer some
of them. Ross had an issue with fuel starvation in the G60, so a bit of a hold up to get that
sorted. Onto our final stop and camp for the next 2 nights at Well 46, a fully restored well.
The fuel light kept flashing intermittently on the Patrol throughout the day but it's still going
with no issues, so maybe just the corrugations doing their thing.
118 kms. 500 kms total.

August 8
Rest day and sort 4bs fixing any issues.
Most of the day was spent fixing Ross's
fuel tank issues, so will find out tomorrow
if it has been sorted. Went to start Patrol
and nothing. The negative battery
terminal had worked its way loose, so a
quick fix thankfully. Very windy but kept it
cool and not many flies in the morning so
all good.

August 9
Headed off this morning around 7:30 down a very closed in track cutting across to
Crescent Ridge. Just as we were about to leave, a Hilux towing a camper van came into
camp and after talking a bit said his
clutch was starting to slip on some of the
dunes. Chris talked some sense into
him to turn around and head back to
Halls Ck as the dunes only get bigger,
which he did. We made a right turn and
stopped at Mt Ford where we walked,
climbed, scrabbled our way to the trig
point at the top for an impressive view.
Back on track and next were the
remains of well 45. Not much to see but
a fun drive along the dunes. All the
wells were in disrepair today and we are
camped at Tank 42 on the other side of
Guli Lake, which we drove across as it is
bone dry. The dunes are getting bigger
and more fun, but they are a little bit
chopped out, but not as bad as I thought
they would be so far.
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Car wise today my fuel light has gone back to not flickering on which is good, Ross had his
muffler and PTO shaft fall off, but were reattached ok. Tony L had an exhaust hanger
bracket break, so wire and cable ties fixed
that problem and as we arrived in camp,
Steve H has his sub tank fuel gauge
reading empty even though it’s full, so
trying to remedy that one as I speak.
Time for tea then around the fire to finish
off another day on the CSR.
149 kms. 649 kms total.

August 10
Up with the sun this morning for a quick breakfast and pack up. While everyone else was
doing their thing, I went for a half hour walk around the dunes. I saw plenty of Dingo and
Camel tracks, also small critters with their tracks as well. We were going to be in for a
long day in the saddle, so the walk was going to be needed.
Today was going to be all about Camels
and snakes. Not long after heading off
Chris came over the radio saying 4 to 5
Camels were sauntering down the track.
Slowly we approached and as they were
in no hurry to leave, we captured some
nice photos. We stopped by restored Well
41, and filled our water containers as it
was very clean. Headed off to Well 40 to
see Tobins Grave and ended up having
lunch there, as a few souvenirs were
being sought from a recently abandoned
Triton with a broken back. A small
Stimson's snake (python) was also in the
small dugout that was the well there and
even came out for some happy snaps.
It was nice to drive over Tobin Lake as it
was smooth with no corrugations for a
change. Near the end of the crossing, 2
Camels were just cruising by and even
stopped for us to take close up photos. I
reckon they were planted there for the
tourists. Went past a few 4bs heading
north near Rocky Breakaway before a
stop at Well 38, which is really a blown
hole in the rocky creek. No water though.

Heaps of big sand dunes to cross with a few of us requiring a second go to get over, as
they are starting to get steeper and more corrugated on the approach now.
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Camp tonight is at Well 37 among the Desert Oaks that is very nice and peaceful, apart
the sound of the angle grinder on Tony L Patrol making temporary repairs to the exhaust
again. Apart from Peter P wrapping a bit of tie wire onto this exhaust hanger, vehicle wise
all is pretty good with them.
176 kms. 852 kms total.

August 11
Had a peaceful sleep until awoken around 2am with a dingo scratching around by the tent.
In the morning there were many paw prints around camp, so must have been more than
one. Nothing had been disturbed though.
A bit of a nip in the air this morning when getting ready to head off, but a fine and warm
day. First stop was out to see Well 37. Not much left but plenty of bull dust. We found a
few old grave sites there as well, which brought a bit of history into the surroundings.
Ross's main fuel pump failed, but lucky the electric pump could be used. A little further
down we stopped at Well 36, that had been restored and had crystal clear water. Chris
was saying 5 years ago a camel died when it fell in head first trying to get the water. The
locals from Kunawaritji had to come and get it out.
Then to Well 35, not much but a sink hole and lunch. An hour or so further on, after we
had stopped to rest the shocks after the corrugations were taking their toll, Ross couldn't
start the old G60. A bad earth wire from the starter and maybe the starter playing up so
will try and fix it tomorrow when we get fuel in Kunawaritji.
Stopped by Well 34 which was just another
sink hole, but got some nice photos of a
dingo that we had disturbed getting a drink.
Peter P was having problems with one of
his rear wheel carriers starting to fracture
from the continuous hammering of the
corrugations. Another thing that will
hopefully be attended to tomorrow at the
fuel stop. I just found out Chris is fixing
with the help of Steve H, his oil catch can
drain hose which has broken off sending oil everywhere and Tony L has a staked tyre that
they will sort out tomorrow as well. It’s going to be a busy morning.
I'm sitting here now typing this just on 6pm and witnessed a beautiful sunset. You really
appreciate these moments and it's one of the magic events as to why I love coming out to
the deserts.
122 kms. 948 kms total

August 12
We headed into Kunawaritji for fuel and a few supplies. $3.40 litre diesel or petrol. Ross
is getting in contact with NRMA to try to get his truck sorted, as the second fuel pump has
now failed. Peter P and the rest are down in the workshop welding up some brackets to
support the rear spare wheel. An early lunch and then we are off leaving Ross behind with
the W.A. NRMA, sending someone to help him either tomorrow or Wednesday as he can't
safely continue the way the G60 is and still with 1100 kms to go. Best outcome is it gets
fixed and he catches up at Wiluna for the Anne Beadell stretch. We'll know in 2 weeks.
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Back on the CSR, the first 17 kms to Well 32 were very corrugated again, but I think we
are now starting to get used to the constant vibration. The well wasn't much and we
headed off after Chris read a few lines from his book about the history of each well. The
track turned to a winding and partly rocky track for the next leg to Well 31, where we are
camped for the night.
Tyre man Steve T is fixing Tony L tyre from yesterday’s staking. It's a bit of an ordeal as
the stake splintered and he is having trouble getting it all out before the repair.
2 4bs have just turned up to camp for the night, driving straight through our camp covering
everything in bull dust. Not Happy Jan.
90 kms. 1037 kms total

August 13
A relatively straight forward day with the only drama being Chris's fridge had gone on the
blink during the night. All his cold food and drinks has been placed into other fridges in the
group. Will hopefully sort it out tonight.
All the wells today were just the
remains, apart from Well 26 which is
where we are camped tonight and has
been fully restored. There is even a
new toilet here. We crossed over quite
a few large dunes today, but by now we
are just taking them all in our stride with
no problems.
Thring Rock was a nice spot, and we
clambered up the rock to a very nice view of the surrounds. There was a slight breeze and
no dust, so we could see for miles. We then went into Well 29 and traversed our only
northerly dune, as we had to backtrack a km from the rock. As it has been so dry out here
with no rain falling this year, we were surprised to have to go through a little bit of water
(big puddle) further along the track, and we then came across 4 camels that we only just
saw as they were very well camel-flaged with the sun behind them, but were in no rush to
move on so out came the cameras again.
We picked up a good bit of wood today so will have a nice fire. While on the subject of
fires, if you're going to place rubbish in it to burn, make sure all lids are off the containers,
cartons, etc, as we had an explosion with an empty milk container blowing up and covering
Chris in embers.
134kms. 1171kms total

August 14
Up with the sun again, pack up and off we go. Just out of camp while crossing over a dry
clay pan, Chris noticed 3 camels off on the side. A good start to the day with some early
pics. Well 25 was in ruins, so onto Well 24. Upon arriving, 2 dingos were nearby and
didn't run off, so some more pics were taken. Well 24 was like a soak, but was full of
water with it running off into the bushes.
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After morning tea, we headed off to the original fuel dump near Well 23. About a dozen
empty drums were all that remained to remind us of the past, now you can get fuel at
Kunawaritji. Well 23 was just ruins.
We stopped for lunch at Georgia Bore, which has a hand pump over the bore so we filled
our tanks, as the next few days we have no water available. Well 22 was ruins and so was
Well 21, but it must have been in good condition a while ago, but had now collapsed
leaving a huge hole. Chris was still able to get a water sample. You could look down into
it and see the old sleepers shoring up what was left of the sides.
Washouts and pretty bad corrugations for the next 40kms to Well 20, which was also in
ruins. On the way to Well 20, Peter P had a bad rattle and stopped to find his exhaust had
separated from the back of the turbo, so it is now stuck together with a bit of wire. We've
arrived at a very nice camp site tonight, right at the most northerly point of Lake
Disappointment. It is dry so all you can see is miles of white salt flats, which is giving a
nice contrast to the deep red colours of the sand dunes.
We're all setup now, a few are fixing a couple of rattles and loose battery boxes, but all in
all, the 4bs are holding together well.
161 kms. 1332 kms total
August 15
Headed off this morning after Peter P had wired up his exhaust as a temporary fix.
Stopped by some very large termite mounds which were higher than the cars. We then
took a turn off out to the edge of Lake Disappointment. Once near the edge, Chris
stopped and said this is as far as I'm going but
feel free to drive out onto the lake if you like.
No takers. There were tracks going out about
50m from a vehicle that had then broken
through the crust and must have had a
wonderful time getting back in as there were 2
huge wheel trenches. Someone had dug a
hole and the water was about 2 feet down.
We had to travel about 3 kms up Savory Ck to cross to avoid the salt water, and then had
a roly-poly ride through the sand dunes amongst quite a large grove of desert oaks. We
passed quite a few broken trailers that hadn't been up to the task. Morning tea was by
Well 19 which was a seep hole with dirty water, and then stopped on the Tropic of
Capricorn for the obligatory photo. There were quite a few large and very soft dunes to
cross which took a few of us a couple of runs to get over.
Lunch was at Onegunya Rock Hole and
it was dry, but pretty nice to see with all
the rock escarpments. We had a little bit
of rain in the afternoon, just enough to
dirty the windows before passing another
group of camels and a rainbow before
arriving at our camp for the next 2 days
at Durba Springs, which is very scenic.
128 kms. 1417 kms total
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August 16
RAIN!!!!!!
We had rain last night which fell quite heavily at times. All were in bed by 7:30 pm as the
temperature fell and it was quite cool compared to what we have been having. We awoke
to a sunny day and the desert looked refreshed with a few puddles here and there. With a
lazy breakfast finished, Chris took us for a drive to see Canning’s Cairn which we decided
to climb up to for a magnificent view of the landscape below. On the way back to camp,
we went for a walk up the Gorge to Killagurra Springs. This was one of the most
picturesque places so far, with the sun bouncing off the rocks. After lunch, the rest of the
day was for checking over the 4bs before we're back on the CSR tomorrow.
Peter P has headed off to Wiluna to try and get his exhaust fixed before we arrive in a few
days to start the Anne Beadell.
Helen has just made a fresh batch of pikelets with jam which are very scrumptious. Time
for a shower compliments of Steve H, then tea and around the fire to finish off a relaxing
day. 40 kms. 1500 kms total

August 17
Awoke to a fine and clear day. We even had a wallaby visit us at breakfast. Headed off
with the first stop at Well 16. It was in ruins, but nearly everything from when it was first
put into service was still there. Very impressive. Stopped for a look at the remains of
Rankins Trolley, which he and 2 friends were pulling through the CSR in 1974, before it
gave way and they had to give up and try
a few years later. Wells 15 and 13 had
been restored and had good water.
Wells 14 and 12 were just ruins with only
the troughs remaining. We passed the
remains of an old Land Rover, a few
more dead trailers and over some more
sand dunes with 3 in particular nearly
catching us as the down side was steep
and took us by surprise.
A couple of vehicles heading north stopped and Chris had a chat with the one driving a
Mitsubishi Trident and he had lost his brakes. We told him about the freshly abandoned
one we saw a few days ago that was relatively intact, and that hopefully he should be able
to get the parts from there if he's lucky, as he had been using his hand brake to stop. We
had a bit of a fun drive beside Lake Aerodrome, and are camped just before White Lake
and it's quite windy with the temperature starting to fall the further south we head.
Vehicle wise, apart from some loose bolts in the convoy, I'm the one with breakages today.
After 15 years, my fridge slide holding mechanism has worn down, so the slide is now held
in place with a piece of wood, and one of the straps holding my under-body water tank has
snapped compliments of the corrugations, so is now supported by a ratchet strap.
169 kms. 1669 kms total
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August 18
We started the day with our first very cold morning with what must have been a minus
wind chill factor, as it was blowing a gale. The track was slowly getting better with shorter
sections of corrugation, smaller sand dunes and fewer clay pans which were great to drive
on as they were flat and smooth. A couple of wells were restored with water and the rest
were in various states of ruin. Morning tea was at John Forrest’s Fort and restored Well 9.
It was an interesting place, as they had placed story boards around the site to tell of the
stories of past.
Well 7 was lunch with Tony L
repacking the fridge with a few
leakages happening, and a few
kms down the track, Steve H had
our second flat tyre. We're not
sure if it's a puncture or he just
rolled the bead. Will sort it out
later. We stopped at Ingebong
Hills and climbed to the top with
spectacular 360-degree views.
The rock formations with the sun
on it at that time of the day made
for incredible viewing.
Camp tonight is at Well 6 with a restored well and is among ghost gums. It’s a very nice
camp spot. The 2 Peters have decided to pull out as they contacted us saying they had to
go to Kalgoolie to get their exhaust fixed, as it's a specialist fix and will take a few days.
It's unfortunate as they were going to come back along the Anne Beadell with us.
116 kms. 1785 kms total

August 19
We had a great camp fire with plenty of
wood available and even managed to stay
up later than 9pm. Woke to another fine
day and headed off with Chris halting us a
km down the track with a lost cursor on his
GPS.
Lack of satellites for a minute lost
orientation, but we were soon on our way
again only for me to come to a roaring stop
and abandon the 4b as a large wasp came
out from under the dash in the ute and
scared the bejesus out of me. Once it was
chased away, we were off passing quite a
few Grass Trees which were in all shapes
and sizes.
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We stopped at restored Well 5, which is the
deepest on the CSR with Chris measuring
16.7m down to the water level and a further
12.2m water depth. He had to use nearly all of
his roll of yellow string to attain the
measurements.

At Windich Springs, which Chris said is the first time he had seen dry, we met a few fellow
travellers heading north, bright eyed and bushy tailed. They were commenting on the
corrugations they had encountered so far and we reassured them that they "ain’t seen
nothin’ yet". The rest of the day was just
spent driving in and out of station tracks, a
few small dunes, rough creek crossing and
just to finish it off, a few more thousand
corrugations. It was a long traveling day
as we pulled into camp at North Pool
around 5:15pm, where everyone basically
had tea and went to bed as all were very
weary. 239 kms. 2024 kms total.

August 20
Well 1 was the final stop of the CSR, one that was in ruins but had a lot of character with
plenty of relics there. We then headed into Wiluna for a splash of fuel, then on to the Old
Hospital which has been fully renovated and turned into the art gallery. From there we
headed south stopping at Leinster for lunch, then the Leonora Caravan Park for a couple
of nights.
We had a farewell dinner for Tony and
Carrol as they will be leaving us tomorrow
at the local pub, which had very nice
meals. The next stage of this trip across
the Anne Beadell Hwy starts in 2 days, so
it’s a restock and away we go again.
Peter P was able to get his exhaust fixed
and I'm glad he was also able to complete
the CSR. Ross had his G60 fixed at Port
Headland and now has the long drive
home from there.
I would like to thank Chris for taking his time to lead this trip and to share some of his
passion for these areas, and the others in our little convoy as this has been a very
enjoyable experience traveling and sharing our CSR adventure with all involved.
335 kms. 2360 kms total
Written by Tony S
Photos by Tony S via Chris C
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Land Working Bee
17 Aug 2019
Attendees;
Scott n Wendy, Muzz n Jody, Mark S, Richard S
With only a few people available, we went
ahead regardless, cleaning up the area around
the top of the shed.
We cleared a lot of ground litter and standing
dead timber, which was all sacrificed on a
couple of small controlled fires. The end game
is to create a fire break around the shed.
We met the new owners of the property on our
eastern boundary. Establishing a relationship
which could be mutually beneficial in the future.
Security rounds were carried out, with a few
trees coming down in recent winds, so another
track clearing will be required in the near
future.
The rains seen to have visited recently and our
dam level is much higher than April, although
the ground and creek is very dry, and all three
tanks are full.
A new defibrillator has been installed in the
kitchen container, next to the first aid kit. It
was going to be mounted outside in the shed,
but a few other items going missing and a lot of
discussion for and against, has prompted its
installation inside.
Elsewhere this weekend, the Dog on the
Tuckerbox was remounted after being
repaired.
And we remember the Battle of Long Tan 18
Aug 1966. Lest we Forget.
Cheers
Scott
Assistant Land Manager
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Maralinga
4-6 Sep 2019
When we decided to go on the Maralinga Trip, we really
knew little about the place or its history, other than it
was contaminated with reactive waste from bomb
testing in the 1950’s. So this was an opportunity to see
some more of this great land and learn a part of history
(albeit a dark part).
We decided to go a week beforehand, to visit the
Flinders Range’s on the way, and then met up with Trip
Leader Chris Chapman and club members Peter and
Kerrie on Sat 31 Sep.
After spending a few days in Port Augusta (and nice dinners at Ian’s Hotel), on Tue 3 Sep
we fuelled up in the morning, were met by club member Tony (who joined us after a post
Canning Stock Route visit with his family) and left for Ceduna, located about 470km (5h)
West.
On the way we stopped at the “Big Galah” and Silo Art (25m high life like portrait of a little
girl on a farm) at Kimba, the “halfway mark across Australia”. We arrived in Ceduna late
afternoon, walked along the Jetty and had dinner at Ceduna Foreshore Hotel (another
good eatery).
On the 4 Sep, we fuelled up again in the morning and headed off to Maralinga, about
400km (5h) away. Along the way we stopped at Nundroo (last fuel stop as there is none at
Maralinga), visited the Windmill display at Penong and an abandoned shearing shed at
Colona (next to the turn off to Maralinga, about 177km from Ceduna).
Once we turned off the Eyre Highway, we drove on tar for about 78km, then turned onto a
corrugated dirt road and headed to the Ooldea Telstra tower about 60km away, where you
are required to stop and call the guide Robyn to meet you at the secured Barrier Gate to
Maralinga, a further 45km away (2.30pm the day before your tour starts).
As we had a bit of time, Chris took us to see the Ooldea
Trans Australian Railway Monument, erected in 2017 to
celebrate 100 years since the meeting of the East to West
rail line back in 1917 (critical for transporting equipment,
materials, supplies across Australia and to set up and
maintain Maralinga).
Chris then took us out to Watson, where we visited a
quarry utilised in the 1950’s to supply Maralinga with road
base materials. Inside the abandoned quarry, we saw
fossils in its walls of small sea snails and fish (because the
area was an inland sea 400 million years ago).
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We then travelled alongside the old telegraph line on a tar road to the secured Maralinga
Barrier Gate, where we met our knowledgeable and friendly guide Robyn, who escorted us
into the site. We then set up camp on the concrete foundations (pads) left after buildings
at Maralinga were demolished. With flushing toilets and hot showers next to us, it was
more like glamping than camping. We retired after dinner and a fireside cuppa on red
sand surrounds.

A bit about Maralinga: In the 1950’s, the Australian Govt. gave the British Govt.
permission to test nuclear devices at Maralinga. The British built permanent
accommodation at the site for up to 2000 people (military). About 30km from the
Maralinga forward area, 7 full scale atomic bomb tests and 2 minor scale atomic bomb
tests were conducted. Several hundred smaller scale experiments (minor trials) were also
conducted. Parts of the Maralinga site were radioactively contaminated by the British
tests. Most of the British departed in the early 1960’s and returned in 1964 and 1967 for
clean ups (Operation Brumby). The British Govt. reported the testing sites were
satisfactorily decontaminated. The Aboriginal Lands Trust of SA were granted salvage
rights in 1974-80 and removed buildings. A Royal Commission was however called in
1985 into effects of British tests, which found the site had been dangerously contaminated
with radioactive material (plutonium buried out there has a half-life of 24,000 years). A
clean up was subsequently conducted in 1993 by the Australian Govt. at a cost of $108m
which concluded in 2002. Testing reports at that time concluded all but two areas are not
safe for permanent camping. The EPA, ARPANSA and others have carried out testing
annually since.
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On Thu 5 Sep, after a windy night and a dingo hanging around at breakfast, we packed a
lunch and headed out on a mini bus with our guide Robyn. We visited the “Airfield” still in
use today for tourists (5m thick, 2.7km long with 500m run offs at either end) and “Road
Side” which was a military town located [far too] close to the bomb testing sites. On the
way, we also spotted one of Len Beadell’s survey markers.

We visited a number of bomb sites at Maralinga, but the
most significant was “Taranaki”, a Major Test Site where
a 27kiloton bomb, raised to 300m height via a helium
and hydrogen balloon was tested (for comparison,
Hiroshima was a 13kiloton atomic bomb). After this test
occurred, the British went about setting up for a
60kiloton atomic bomb test, but it was never detonated
as the international nuclear disarmament was signed by
the British and other Govt. just beforehand. A shroud of
secrecy prevented much information being released about Maralinga at the time and
afterward, but the Maralinga Museum (open 24/7) provides some interesting news reels for
viewing.
On Fri 6 Sep, we departed for Ceduna. On the way we were pleasantly surprised by a
white dingo among three others next to the road, and a group of camels who parked
themselves on the road, but moved as we photographed them (without slobbering on the
windscreen thank goodness).
Thanks to Chris C for organising this interesting trip.
By Anne Ss.
Camels and other pics from the trip.
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Sydney 4WD &
Adventure Show
Eastern Creek
6-8 September 2019

Day 1 – by Rollanda
Attendees: Rollanda & Mark C
Set up for this year was a very quick and easy task. Ben and I had the club stand, inside
the NSW 4WD Association marquee ready in 40 minutes. The weather warning for Friday
was ominous, high winds were forecast for most of the day. I was thankful that we were in
a large marquee rather than an outdoor stand. I arrived just after 8 am, and busied myself
with setting up EFTPOS, iPads and TVs. Mark Crowley and I were working the stand.
Friday is usually a quiet day so two people on shift was perfect.
As predicted, it was a quiet start as the Association stand was at the bottom of the field,
meaning that the guests would take a while to filter down to us. After a leisurely hour or so
spent talking to members of other clubs, the first arrivals were at the door. The marquee
had been set up in such a way that people had to walk past every stand as they made
their way to the 4WD Test Track. There was some interest, however nobody signed up.
The wind grew stronger as the day progressed. The anchors on the marquee were given
quite the workout. By mid-afternoon, the winds were so strong that a large anchored
screen near a bar was blown onto a stand damaging a car and some other displays.
Exhibitors with gazebos not tied down watched them turn into kites and tumbleweeds.
Miraculously, there were no injuries. The wind was so bad that the organisers asked
everyone to leave at 3:30pm and closed the show early. The next day on arrival I was
able to see the havoc the wind had caused the previous day. The Association called for
volunteers to help exhibitors reset their stands, which was very much appreciated,
Day 2 – by Tania
Attendees: Rollanda & Steve R,
Tania & Fiona S, Scott & Wendy D
Rollanda & Wendy arrived early and quickly put up some extra
lighting, which made our stand look much more pleasant than
some of the other stands.
From leaving home, it took us 1.30 hours to get to Eastern
Creek – not like the 10 minutes it used to take us, but then
again, we don’t live there anymore. Fiona is such a good driver,
and kept her cool even though we got every single red light
since turning off the highway.
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Got to the main gate to put my name down as a volunteer for the Association, and they put
me on the main entrance gate straight away. So quickly found the Club stand, dumped my
things, then headed to the main gate. I asked if I could just hand out brochures, but I got
put on the competition iPads – just my luck! The moment my 2 hours were up, I was out of
there and back at the club stand.
Some old and newer members stopped by to
say hello, as well as some of my family
members. Took a look at – and a few photos of
– other club stands. Got some good ideas of
what to get ready for the next show. Bring on
Queanbeyan.
When Fiona and me finally had a break for
lunch, we had a quick look around and I noticed
that there seems to be more off-road campers
and caravans on the market that are kitted up
with all the mod-cons of home, but with a price
tag to match. $$$
Back at the Club stand, we had many people pass by and were very interested in the Club,
but couldn’t take the final step and actually join up.

Day 3 – by Wendy
Attendees: Rollanda R, Mark C
Scott & Wendy D
Well it was another cool breezy day at the show. The sun was out but the temperature in
the big 4x4 Association tent was very chilly. My Red Club jacket did not come off all day.
Scott and I pulled into the paddock at 7.50am. Then headed to the volunteer tent to sign
in and go looking for coffee to warm the gills.
The que at the donut and coffee store was already long at 8.15am. As the show had not
yet started, this que were all exhibitors from the show. The freshly cooked donut smell
with coffee drawing a mean crowd. The wait was worth it. They tasted even better than
they smelt, as they were straight out of the fryer. YUM!
Many people in the que were looking blurry eyed from the night before. Unfortunately,
Scott and I did not get to stay for the previous night’s social activities as Scott’s knees
were giving him curry. It was home for us as it had been a long day. Fun, but long.
Maybe next year, we will get to play and bond with other Clubs members in our 4x4
Association in addition to our own members.
The traffic passing our stand hit a peak between 10.30am and 2pm. We had many
inquiries and much interest as there were many GU enthusiasts. It was good to be able to
talk to prospective members and tell them the benefits of our great club. We also had a
few members come and visit us. It’s always great to catch up with people from our own
club. Also, seeing what goodies they have bought. This way I don’t feel as guilty for
spending money.
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Your Nissan Club Team got to meet a few more members from other Clubs as the day
passed. Like us, they all want to go 4WDing and have fun. Many Clubs had different
people coming and going. The best part was that all the visitors wanting to go to the test
track had to go past us all. I think that this was great planning for the Clubs.
A little more signage would have been great, and I have suggested this. Also, to have a
tap machine for donations. Not everyone has gold coins on them in this tap and go world
these days. So maybe a few things to improve the show for next year will be good way to
make it even better.
Rollanda and I got to meet the new President from the Land Rover Club and Guess what
boys, it’s a Woman. Yes Women Rule! Sorry, I just had to add that in. But seriously it
was a great way to meet other people and see what other Clubs offer and do. I look
forward to more interaction with other clubs in the Association. I think that if we could get
more members volunteering next year, would be great.
I will say that I thought that we were one of the best dressed clubs in the Marquee. I think
that having our blue shirts makes our club look more professional. We just need to tweak
our signs making our display stand out more. Then we will be easier to identify amongst
our competitors. You all will be pleased to know this is already on our agenda. Thanks to
Tania for taking lots of photos of stands and displays of everyone there.
By 3pm our Stand was slowing down, so I
decided to do some shopping for some
Raffle prizes. I managed to negotiate a
few good deals for us. Sorry it’s a
surprise what I bought. However, you will
be surprised to know that my negotiating
skills are better than the President of the
Land Rover Club. Lisa thought she had
got a great bargain until she heard what I
had paid for the same item!
The day came to an end and the pack up was quick. Thanks to great teamwork by
Rollanda, Mark, Scott and myself. What a great show with lots of different new things to
look at. The amount of new soft shackles available was great with lots of choices of 4wd
camper trailers. I need a Lotto win so that I can go shopping for one next year!

TOP TIP:
Camping with Kids
Always pack a bag with things to keep them
(and you) entertained if it starts to rain.
These items can be card games, a travelling
size board game, colouring or puzzle books,
etc. Or if it’s too hot for a campfire, have a
family fun time before bed.
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Yengo National Park Day Trip
Sunday 29th September
Trip Leader: Richard C
No of vehicles: 7
It was a beautiful spring morning when we met at 8.30am at the very busy Jerry’s Gourmet
Kitchen and Café at Kulnura. Once everyone arrived, we had a quick run through of the
day, a reminder of convoy procedures and Richard passed out a very interesting sheet on
the history of Yengo NP and the Wollombi area.
We set off with Richard and Lorraine in the lead and Marcel & Nelly at the rear. We
followed George Downes Drive for about 25 Km before turning off toward Yengo National
Park. We stopped at the turn off to the Boree track to let some pressure out of the tyres.

We then travelled to visit the Burragurra aboriginal site, also known as Devils Rock. This
was a men’s only site where young men were initiated into the tribe by elders. The rock
has beautiful views across the park and some amazing aboriginal engravings and signs of
ceremonial use.
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We then headed to the Finchley camping area for lunch
where we visited a small tribal hand painting cave,
watched the large goannas around the campsite. There
are also some more aboriginal engravings near the road
just 5 minutes from the campsite.

Following lunch, we drove a short distance to the Finchley Trig lookout for some more
amazing views of Yengo and the surrounding areas.

We then commenced the drive across Yengo
towards the Putty Road - this spectacular drive
took about an hour and a half - again amazing
views before we descended down and passed
through private property to reach Putty Road.
We all then pumped up the tyres and parted
ways.

Big thank you to Richard (and Lorraine) - great trip leader with lots of knowledge of the
area and to Marcel (and Nelly) for taking the last position! It was a bit dusty and dry but
the track was interesting and really showed how large this wilderness area is!
Lovely to meet everyone that took part and see you all next time - enjoy the photos.
Cheers
Rachael and Kevin M
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Down The Track
A look at 4WD Tracks
Around Australia

GUNBARREL HIGHWAY, NT-SA-WA

The Gunbarrel Highway is an isolated desert track in the
Northern Territory, South Australia and Western Australia.
It consists of about 1,350 km of washaways, heavy
corrugations, stone, sand and flood plains. The Gunbarrel
Highway connects Victory Downs in the Northern Territory
to Carnegie Station in Western Australia. Some sources
incorrectly show the highway extending west to Wiluna.
The road was built as part of Australia's role in the
weapons
research establishment called Woomera which included Emu Field and Maralinga, both
atomic bomb testing sites. The name comes from Len Beadell's Gunbarrel Road
Construction Party so named as his intention was to build roads as straight as a gun
barrel.
There were three main reasons for the construction of the Gunbarrel Highway. The first
was to provide access for a future meteorological station which was needed to forecast
upper winds prior to the testing of atomic weapons in South Australia. The second was for
instrumentation along the centre-line of fire for rockets launched from Woomera, and the
third was to allow surveyors from the National Mapping Council to continue the geodetic
survey of little known areas of outback Australia. A consequence of the construction was
the completion of the first east-west road link across the centre of Australia.
Stage One
The road was built in four stages beginning in 1955. In early November, the Gunbarrel
Road Construction Party (GRCP) assembled near Coober Pedy in South Australia, half
coming from Adelaide together with a bulldozer, and half with a grader from Maralinga, led
by Len Beadell.
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The starting point was Victory Downs homestead just
over the border with the Northern Territory, and 24
kilometres west of the Stuart Highway. Work began on 13
November 1955, and continued westward to Mulga Park.
An interruption occurred after about 35 km when the
grader's blade mounting bolts were snapped after hitting a
submerged Mulga tree root. Beadell made a hurried
return trip to Alice Springs for parts. The road reached
Mulga Park on 2 December, where construction ceased
for the year, as the bulldozer's starting pilot motor had
failed. Beadell continued ahead on a ground
Victory Downs Station
reconnaissance, then on 7 December made an aerial
survey which departed from a
natural airstrip in the Mount Davies vicinity, and flew towards the Rawlinson Ranges where
the future weather station was to be located. With the knowledge gained, Beadell led a
ground party of four Land Rovers to the site where a stone cairn was built on 12
December. The site was named Giles after Ernest Giles (the first European to explore the
area in 1874). Beadell's Land Rover suffered a broken rear axle during the return towards
Mount Davies, so an axle was borrowed from one of the other vehicles which was left
behind to be recovered the following year.
Stage Two
In February 1956 the second stage continued from Mulga Park to the Musgrave Ranges,
then in March via the Mann Ranges and Tomkinson Ranges to Giles where the party
arrived on 29 March. Beadell had hoped to take the road via Surveyor Generals Corner,
but it was too rocky for road building. The first priority in establishing the weather station
was to find water, and a boring plant was obtained from
the nearest railhead 800 km to the east. It was slowly
towed to Giles by the grader, and on the fourth drilling
attempt, suitable drinking water was discovered. Work
on the Giles establishment continued throughout April
and May, which included laying out the airstrip. In June,
Beadell and the GRCP were called away to begin work
on the Mount Davies road. In 1957, no further work took
place on the Gunbarrel Highway; however, Beadell
continued work at Giles during the early months.
Giles Weather Station

Stage Three
The third stage of the highway began with a solo reconnaissance by Beadell from Giles to
Warburton on 12 March 1958, when the weather was still very hot. In his book Too Long
in the Bush, Beadell described the forbidding conditions in a chapter which he called "An
Unshared Nightmare". Daytime temperatures were between 40 and 45°C, which resulted
in an overheated engine and fuel vaporisation. The extreme heat melted plastic parts of
his instrument panel and radio transmitter, and loosened nails in his boots which caused
the heels to fall off. He lost his appetite and drank hot water only. His course took him
along the southern edge of the Rawlinson Range towards Lake Christopher, then
southwards through the eastern edge of the Gibson Desert. After battling through a series
of jumbled sand ridges, and having three flat tyres, he found that his water supply was
almost exhausted. When clear of the ridges, some rocky hills led to his discovery of a
small pool of water in a creek run-off, which saved his life. He arrived at Warburton and
rested for three days prior to the return journey to Giles via a different route.
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After a delay caused by rain, building of the next
section started on 22 March from Giles, keeping to
the north and west of his earlier reconnaissance
route, avoiding known obstacles. The road passed
close by the position where it was estimated that
Gibson had perished, then turned south towards
Warburton, which was reached by early May.
While at Warburton, Beadell and his team built a
new airstrip much closer to the mission settlement.
Warburton Roadhouse

Stage Four
Building of the fourth stage did not commence until an altered arrangement for the survey
took place. On this occasion, Beadell was joined by an additional surveyor Major H. A.
"Bill" Johnson, with whom he had served in the Army Survey Corps. Each had a Land
Rover in the advance party, and they were followed by two other Land Rovers and a
supply truck. The second group included an officer from headquarters in Woomera, and
an aboriginal affairs officer. Meanwhile, most of the GRCP returned to Giles, leaving the
heavy equipment at a future turn-off (Jackie Junction) 69 km north of Warburton. The
survey from the turn-off west towards Carnegie Station took place from 14-28 May during
which a mountain was found. It was
subsequently named Mount Beadell in honour of
Beadell. Construction of the final section began
at Jackie Junction on 3 September, was
opposite Mount Beadell on the 25 September,
Everard Junction (with the Gary Highway)
around 15 October, and reached Carnegie
Station on 15 November 1958, just over three
years from when the Gunbarrel Highway was
Carnegie Station
begun. The length of new road built from Victory
Downs was 1347 km.
By any standard, this is a long and tough haul through very remote territory. Its isolation
requires travellers to be totally self-sufficient with water, food and fuel - the longest
distance between fuel outlets is 489 kilometres, between Warburton and Carnegie Station.
Part of the road between Jackie Junction and Warakurna (near Giles) is now known as the
Old Gunbarrel Highway, and is no longer maintained due to the construction of the more
direct route, the Great Central Road.
The route passes directly into Aboriginal land and it is a legal requirement for travellers to
hold a valid transit permit at the time of travel. Three free permits are required in Western
Australia and a permit is required to enter the AYP Lands in South Australia. Permits for
the abandoned section from Warakurna and Warburton require at least 2 vehicles and
either a HF radio or sat phone and require a minimum of five working days turnaround. In
addition, entry to the abandoned section is only permitted at Warakurna or Warburton.
Access to the abandoned section via Jackie Junction is not permitted, Jackie Junction
Road is on sacred land and not open to the public.
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UP THE CREEK
A quick look at some of the great
camp sites by our beautiful waterways

COWRA
Fishing, water skiing, sailing, history, museums, and wineries. Just a few things of the
things to see and do in Cowra.
Cowra is a small town in the Central West region of
New South Wales, and is located approximately 310
meters above sea level on the banks of the Lachlan
River, in the Lachlan Valley. By road it is
approximately 310km south-west of Sydney, and
189km north of Canberra. The town
is situated at the intersection of three state highways: the Mid-Western Highway, Olympic
Highway, and the Lachlan Valley Way.
Cowra is known to most for “The Cowra Breakout”. On 5
August 1944, at least 545 Japanese POW’s attempted a mass
breakout from the camp. Simultaneously, other Japanese
prisoners committed suicide, or were killed by their
countrymen, inside the camp.
POW camp site & Guard Tower – See the replica Guard
Tower and listen to the audio presentation of the POW
breakout that occurred on August 5th 1944.

POW Camp Site

Cowra War Museum – This complex, features interactive war,
rail and rural museums, a POW camp exhibition and a model
railway.
Australian & Japanese War Cemeteries – These cemeteries
contain the graves of Australians who died in service during
World War II and the Japanese POWs involved in the Cowra
Breakout. (Picture below)

War Museum

Australia’s World Peace Bell – A replica of the bell that
hangs in the United Nations building in New York. (Picture
below)

Japanese Garden – This multi award winning attraction is a
‘must see’ at any time of the year. Stroll around the 5-hectare
traditional Japanese garden, a bonsai house and a cultural
centre with Japanese arts and crafts.
Japanese Garden
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Cowra Rose Garden – Bordering the Visitors Centre, this
stunning floral display boasts over 880 rose bushes of 130
varieties. Established in 1986, the garden continues to delight
visitors with breathtaking effect and scents in spring and
autumn.
Wyangala Waters State Park – Activities include water
skiing, sailing, fishing, golf or enjoy a drink at the Wyangala
Country Club. (Picture below)

Rose Garden

Wineries – Take a tour of the many wineries available in
Cowra and experience the superb wine tasting available to the
public. The Annual Cowra Wine Show happens in July.
Ballooning – Just 20 minutes away at Canowindra are early
morning champagne balloon flights, taking in spectacular
views of the countryside. (Picture below)

Cowra Wine Show

Sakura Matsuri – The Cherry Blossom and Japanese Culture
Festival is celebrated annually at the end September when the
cherry blossoms are at full bloom. Japanese culture displays
include Tea Ceremonies, Bonsai demonstrations, drum, dance
and martial arts displays, including Sumo Wrestling.
Darby’s Falls Observatory – Enjoy stargazing one evening.
(Picture below)

Culture Festival

To stay in Cowra, there are many options with several Motels,
and 2 highly rated Caravan/Holiday Parks.

War Cemetery

World Peace Bell

Wyangala Waters

Canowindra Ballooning

Observatory

Cowra Railway Station

Lachlan Valley Railway

75th Anniversary
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A-Z of NSW
National Parks
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MACQUARIE PASS NATIONAL PARK
Macquarie Pass National Park is 90 km
southwest of Sydney. It is located around the
pass of the same name, which is on the
Illawarra Highway and part of the Illawarra
escarpment. The area was heavily logged for
cedar in the first half of the 19th century.
The locality of Macquarie Pass is defined as a
suburb of the City of Shellharbour, containing,
the Macquarie Pass National Park, about 11
km west of Albion Park".
Macquarie Pass National Park was established in 1970 and protects a range of eucalypt
forests and rainforest, including one of Australia's most southerly stands of subtropical
rainforest. The pass was opened in 1898 and has been a major route into and out of the
Illawarra coastal plain ever since. There is a major power line running east–west through
the park.
Picnic facilities are provided at two sites at the bottom of Macquarie Pass. Barbecues are
provided at two other picnic areas. There are many walking tracks in the area including:
The Macquarie Rivulet track is two kilometres long and is rated at an easy to medium
grade. A track goes along 30 metres to a parking area near a picnic area and rivulet. An
old track continues on along the north side of the rivulet which is flat for several hundred
metres, then becomes steeper, dropping back to the rivulet by a large boulder.
The Cascade Falls Walk is a 1 km track at an easy grade. It goes beside Cascade Creek
at the base of Macquarie Pass to a small waterfall.
Clover Hill Track is a 3.5 km track at an easy grade. It
follows a maintenance trail to Macquarie Rivulet and
several waterfalls and a large boulder. The track goes
to a parking area after 3 kilometres. The track then
deteriorates near a Turpentine grove. It then comes to
a dilapidated concrete causeway over the rivulet.
Crossing it, it goes to Rainbow Falls and a balancing
rock. The rock is about 50 metres tall and the waterfall
is behind it.
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View from Clover Hill Track

The Glenview walk is a 2 km track, at an easy grade. It goes through tall forest past
power lines and eastwards, ceasing at the park boundary.
The Upper Cascade Creek Walk is a 2 km track of
moderate grade.
The Brown Barrel Walk is an easy to moderate grade
track half a kilometre in length that goes from Nurrewin
past power lines and through rainforest and moist
eucalypt forest.
The Mount Murray Road Track is a one and a half 1.5
km track of easy grade. It follows the powerline
easement in a loop track.

Cascade Falls

The Park is a bird lovers paradise and is home to an abundant array of birdlife including
Australian king parrot, azure kingfisher, Bassian thrush, black-faced monarch, brown
cuckoo-dove, brown gerygone, brush cuckoo, crested shrike-tit, crimson rosella, dollarbird,
fan-tailed cuckoo, golden bronze-cuckoo, golden whistler, green catbird, grey goshawk,
large-billed gerygone, Lewin's honeyeater, pilotbird, red-browed finch, rose robin, rufous
fantail. sacred kingfisher, sooty owl. superb lyrebird, topknot pigeon, variegated fairy-wren,
white-throated treecreeper, wonga pigeon, yellow-throated scrubwren,
The park also has swamp wallabies and wombats.

Australian King Parrot

Azure Kingfisher

Dollarbird

Lewin’s Honeyeater

Rufous Fantail

Golden Whistler
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Sooty Owl

NATURE
LOVER
EASTERN ROSELLA
The eastern rosella (Platycercus eximius) is a
rosella native to southeast of the Australian
continent and to Tasmania.
The eastern rosella is 30 cm long. It has a red head
and white cheeks. The beak is white and the irises
are brown. The upper breast is red and the lower
breast is yellow fading to pale green over the
abdomen. The feathers of the back and shoulders
are black, and have yellowish or greenish margins
giving rise to a scalloped appearance that varies
slightly between the subspecies and the sexes.
The wings and lateral tail feathers are bluish while the tail is dark green. The legs are
grey. The female is similar to the male though duller in colouration and has an underwing
stripe, which is not present in the adult male. Juveniles are duller than females and have
an underwing stripe. The diet of eastern rosellas mainly consists of fruit, seeds, flowers
and insects.
The natural range of the eastern rosella is eastern Australia, down to Tasmania. The
species is found in lightly wooded country, open forests, woodlands, gardens, bushlands
and parks.

Eastern rosellas usually breed in spring but if needed summer as well. They can have 2-9
eggs. In the wild their breeding hollow is 1m deep and 30m high up a tree. The sign the
eastern rosella mostly shows that they would be breeding is that they give food to each
other.

49

The eastern rosella is sometimes kept as a pet. These birds are desired for their
beautifully coloured plumage. They are intelligent creatures, which can be trained to
whistle a wide repertoire of tunes and may even learn to mimic a few words or phrases of
human speech. Rosellas can make good companion parrots; however, they require a
great deal of attention and many toys to satisfy their need for social interaction and mental
stimulation. These birds sometimes won't adapt to life as a family pet. Hand-raised birds
can be fully domesticated, but usually they turn out still wild. Usually, this species doesn't
like getting “petted” or “cuddled” and can bite in response to this type of handling. Many
people believe that rosellas are best housed in large aviaries that enable them to fly freely
with minimal human socialization.
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Club Shop
With
Steve H

RECOVERY GEAR
Snatch Strap
Chain & Grab Hooks

Bow Shackle
Tyre Gauge
Gloves
Tree Trunk Protector
Winch Extension Strap
Snatch Block
Recovery Hitch & Shackle
Winch Cable Dampner
ARB Compressor Kit
ARB Air Compressor
ARB Air Hose Kit
ARB Speedy Seal Kit
Staun Tyre Deflators
Hi-Lift Jack
Hi-Lift Jack Bumper Lift Kit
ARB Recovery Bag

Spanset brand 9m x 60mmx 8,000kg
1.75m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
3m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
6m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
4.7t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3.2t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3psi to 60psi - includes storage case
Made with soft cow hide leather
Black Rat brand 3m x 75mm x 8,000kg
Spanset brand 30m x 50mm x 4,000kg
Black Rat brand 8,000kg - suits 6-12mm cable
Tigerz11 brand 10,000kg - 11mm cable diameter
Tigerz11 brand - fits towbar box section
Tigerz11 brand - a must for all winching exercises
Fully equipped boxed kit - includes hose kit
For fixed mounting in your car's interior or engine bay
Ideal kit for vehicle mounted air compressor
Emergency tyre plug repair kit
Set & forget, hands free tyre deflators - Set of 4
Genuine Hi-Lift jack brand as sold by ARB
Secure hook for bumper. For use with Hi-Lift Jack.
SMALL size - perfect for storing your recovery gear

$ 55.00
35.00
48.00
85.00
10.00
8.00
19.00
6.00
35.00
80.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
32.00
320.00
265.00
45.00
55.00
75.00
160.00
55.00
55.00

4WD ACCESSORIES
UHF Aerial
Roo Lite Light kit
Windscreen Repair Kit
FixAll Tape
Diff Breather Extender Kit
Dual LED Strip Light
Kaymar Telescopic Light
BBQ Plate
Campfire Tripod
Water Bag

GME AE4018K1 - includes aerial & base
GME AE4705 - includes aerial & base
180mm driving light kit complete with wiring harness
DIY windscreen repair kit - fits in glove box
Fix split hoses, tubes & leaks price per roll
Reduce the chance of water ingress - with all fittings
Yellow LED deters insects - White LED for bright light
Mount on to a Kaymar Rear bar spare wheel holder
Medium Size - with stand
4' high - ideal for bush camp cooking
Traditional Water bag for mounting on bull bar

Men's Red Polo Shirt
Women's Red Polo Shirt
Reversible Vest
Stubby Holder

Club red - Sizes Small to 5XL
Club red - Sizes 16 to 20
Club red / navy blue - Sizes Medium to 3XL
Nissan Trials red stubby holder - collector's edition

$ 125.00
210.00
235.00
26.00
10.00
70.00
35.00
222.00
68.00
40.00
50.00

CLUB MERCHANDISE

NOTE:
Some items may be out of stock and do not appear on this list.
To place your order, please go to the Club Website
- Member's Zone - Club Shop and follow the instructions indicated for
purchase, payment and pick-up.
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$ 20.00
20.00
50.00
5.00
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CD
1
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BOOKS
Best 4WD Adventure Treks No 2
Broken Hill - The Accessible Outback
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (1)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (2)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (3)
Camping Guide to NSW - 1st edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 4th edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 5th edition
Camping Guide to Queensland - 3rd edition
Camping in Queensland - 7th edition
Camping Guide to South Australia - 3rd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Western Australia - 2nd edition
Explore Australia Camping Chef
Fraser Island
Fraser Island
HF Radio for Travellers
NPC Tasmanian Tour 2005 Guide Book
One for the Road
The Outback Way - Perth to Cairns
The Snowy Mountains - Australia's High country
Tasmania - National Parks, Forests & Waterways
Victoria: Off the Beaten Track
VKS-737 Radio Network Reference Manual
Welcome to Central Australia Tourist Guide
WA & NT Tourist Guide
WA Caravan & Camper 50 Best Road Trips
Your Entry Into Amateur Radio
4WD Tracks of the High Country
4WD Touring - South East NSW & East Gippsland

SERVICE MANUALS
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Folder)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (1)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (2)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Book)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 Series Supplement 2
Nissan Engine Model P (1)
Nissan Engine Model P (2)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (1)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (2)
Nissan Model SD Diesel Engine - 2nd Revision

CD - AUDIO
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Paul W

Librarian

MAGAZINES

MG
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Australian 4WD Monthly Feb 2001 (Trials 2000)
Australian 4WD Monthly No 45
Australian 4WD Monthly No 90
Australian 4WD Monthly - The Driving Guide
Australian 4WD Monthly Recovery Guide
Australian 4WD Action Going Bush on a Budget
4x4 Australia No 257
4x4 Australia No 265
Network News August 2006
Network News December 2006
Network News April 2007
Network News Spring 2007
Bushdriver Vol 22 No 5 (w NPC Trials 2000)
TLCC News Vol 32 No 6
Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News April 2008
NPC Nissan News October 2008
NPC Nissan News January 2009
NPC Nissan News October 2009
NPC Nissan News January 2010
NPC Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News January 2011

AV
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

The Australian High Country
Big Red to the Beach (1)
Big Red to the Beach (2)
Circle the Gulf
Fred's Hill February 1998
Journey to the Kimberley
Kimberley Adventure Guide
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1992
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1993
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1994
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1995
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (1)
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (2)
South Oz Odyssey
Top End Adventures Part 1 )
Top End Adventures Part 2 ) - 3 part Box Set
Top End Adventures Part 3 )
Tuff Truck Challenge 2001
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 1999
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 2000
4WD to Adventure
4WD Jamboree 2000

US
1
2

Rotronics Catalogue
The Shepparton Talk by Len Beadell

NPC
Library

VIDEO

VIDEO - US UHS
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 1
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 2

In the Library
DVD's
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13
14
15
16)
17)
18
19)
20)
21)
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Hilux Recovery - River Island - 1 July 2006
The Makings of Milo - 4WD Action Mag
Roothy's Outback Adventure
"First in Class" - Custom V8 TD Troopy
Bundy on a Budget
2007 Ute on the Year + Adelaide to Alice
Best 4WD of 2008 + Tackling NT's Remote Areas
Custom Truck Mania + Landcruiser Mountain park
3 Wild Custom Trucks + Watagans
The Hard Road - Cape York
To the Tip and Back - Cape York
Bush on a Budget
Hardcore 4WD Action - Tuff Truck 2009
Tropical Tourers
Cool Runnings - Off-road Tips & Techniques
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (1)
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (2)
Moreton Island
Fraser Island
Bush Mechanic Challenge
Bush Mechanic Challenge No 2
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (1)
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (2)
2007 Ute of the Year - Adelaide to Alice
Moreton Island
Bundy on a Budget
The Makings of Milo + 3 Custom Trucks
100 Not Out
Down & Dirty
Head for the Hills! - Hill End + Navara D22
Back to the Outback (1)
Back to the Outback (2)
Roothy wrangles LEVUKA 4WD Park + 6 Custom Trucks
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 1
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 2 + Jeep Jamboree
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (1)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (2)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (3)
Big Gun Battle - Nissan v Toyota
The Flinders Ranges (1)
The Flinders Ranges (2)
Milo's Mates - Custom 40's
5 Custom 4WD's + Off-road World Challenge
Cape York + 4 Best Customs
Murchison Madness - WA's Best Off-road Destination
Recovery Special
Roothy Explores Coffs
Back in the Kimberley
Flinders Ranges

If you would like to borrow an item from the Library,
please contact Paul
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CAMPING CHECKLIST
SAFETY

COLD FOODS

COOKING, ETC

PERSONAL

First Aid kit

Water

Stove & stand

Daywear

Torch & Batteries

Milk-Powder/long life

Gas cylinders (full)

Sleepwear

Portable Radio

Sauces – Tomato, BBQ

BBQ plate

Swimwear & towel

Maps

Butter / Margarine

BBQ tools

Footwear

Compass

Cold cuts

Matches / lighter

Rainwear / Jacket

EPIRB

Meats

Frying pan

Underwear

GPS

Vegetables

Saucepans & lids

Sunglasses

Spare Batteries

Fruit

Plates & Bowls

Reading glasses

Eggs

Mugs / cups / glasses

Hat

Drinks

Cutlery

TENT

Vegetable peeler

Tents & Poles

Can opener

TOILETRIES

Pegs & Guy ropes

DRY FOOD

Corkscrew

Medication

Spare pegs / guy ropes

Tea, Coffee, Sugar

Sharp knife (Sm & L)

Salt water soap

Ground sheet / tarp

Salt & Pepper

Mixing bowl

Tooth brush & paste

Tent fly

Flour –Plain/Self Raising

Tongs / Spatula

Hair brush & Comb

Mallet

Cooking Oil

Cutting board

Deodorant

Seam sealer

Vegemite

Portable fridge

Shampoo & Conditioner

Tent repair kit

Peanut Butter

Drink container

Mirror

Rake

Tin Food

Flask

Bath towel

Broom / dustpan

Breakfast Cereal

Washing container

Face washer

Door mat for tent

Snacks

Dishwashing liquid

Shaver

Plate drying rack

Shower cap

Tea towels

Cosmetics

BEDDING

MISCELLANEOUS

Sunscreen

Sleeping bags

Portable toilet

Insect repellent

Sleep bag inner sheets

Portable shower

Toilet paper

Air Mattress

Portable wash machine

Tissues

Camp beds

Laundry detergent

Pillows

Portable clothes line

ENTERTAINMENT

Pegs

Recharging Cables

Rechargeable light

Phone

FURNITURE

Daypack

Camera

Camp table

Sewing kit

Binoculars

Chairs

Garbage bags

Card games

Camp cupboard

Duct Tape

Books

Camp wardrobe

Bucket

Pens, pencils, paper

Kitchen table

Small shovel

Fishing gear

Axe / Saw
Insect Spray
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
of NSW & ACT Inc.
www.nissanpatrolclub.org

The Club Shed

Driver Training

Nissan Trials

Club Trips
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