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Front Cover: Junior Member Jason at June Driver Training
showing the big boys how its done.

NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming
to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Although named for the Nissan Patrol, the Club
welcomes all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellama region near Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping,
driver training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable
source of water for bush fire fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Easter, Xmas In July and Club Anniversary weekends, and is
available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney, Canberra and surrounding areas.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety
of social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for
all levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour”
and campfire provide a wonderful setting for story telling, having a
quiet drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'CleanUp Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in
their 4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges
testing the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In recent years, the Club also ran the “Son of Trials” at River Island
near Mittagong. These events offered standard road registered
vehicle owners, from learner drivers through to experienced
4WD’ers, to participate in a number of challenging courses to test
their skills and have the chance to win some fantastic prizes.

For further information about the Club, please go to our website at www.nissanpatrolclub.org

CLUB
WEBSITE
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org includes a "members
only" area with access to details of upcoming trips and other news/information not meant
for public consumption. To be issued a user name and password to access the website,
please send an e-mail with your name and mobile phone number via the website contact
form.
After we have verified your details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in information.
For those members who may not be aware, the club sends out, on average, 1 or 2 emails
per week with club related information. Some weeks it can be more and other weeks none
at all. The club relies on these emails as being one of the key points of communication to
all members, and feedback and replies to these emails is often requested from members.
There is currently quite a large percentage of club members who are not receiving the
emails sent out by the club. If this is you, I encourage you to please check your junk
folders or spam folders within your email program to make sure the emails aren't ending
up in them, and to make sure you don't mark them as spam, be it accidentally or on
purpose.
If you do not wish to continue receiving club emails, please click on the unsubscribe
button/link that appears at the bottom of the emails.
I also encourage you to log-in and check the Member's Zone on the club website on a
regular basis, as plenty of additional club information is posted up here relating to club
trips, social events, technical articles and general detailed club information.
If you have any questions or concerns relating to emails or accessing the Member's Zone,
please contact me via the website.
Kind regards,
Brett
Webmaster

www.nissanpatrolclub.org

A Note from
The Editor
Dear Members and Friends,
Yes, I am back in the hotseat as Editor, with Ruby as my stress relief, and I’m picking up where I
left off from April 2017. There’s a few out there (Mr’s SD, RS, MS, SR & others) that will say I’ve
made a comeback just like John Farnham. My plan always was to return … I just needed a break
from some certain B...S...!
So now that things have settled, (and the committee keep nagging me), I have renewed my role as
Editor of the Club Magazine. As always, the main point of this magazine is …..TRIP REPORTS,
and it is the DUTY of each Trip Leader to make sure a trip report is being written.
The Trip Leader can write the report, ask for a volunteer, or appoint someone on the trip as the
reporter (blackmail usually works). In the past, the job was given to the last person to arrive at the
designated meeting place. Hopefully this person will have enough skill to string a few sentences
together and have the ability to use punctuation as well. Believe me, a full stop and capitol letter
every now and then really helps. Then throw in a few photos and there you have it ….. a Trip
Report.
Once all this is together, the WRITER must email the trip report to the Editor BEFORE the next
magazine is due.
HOWEVER, if the Editor, after a certain amount of stomping, crying and begging, does not receive
the trip report in the allotted time, the Trip Leader will receive a FINE OF $10 regardless of who is
writing the report. This money will be paid to the Sergeant and will be donated to a charity. (It’s all
in good fun, people!)
The Fines start from 1 October 2019.
I AM A COMPUTER JINX! To say that computers and me are not compatible is a HUGE
understatement. In the past year, I have had a document scanner, portable hard drive, 2 laptops
and a mobile phone, all die. (At least one laptop was still under warrantee and I got my money
back!). Then with 3 days left to go before this mag is due, the computer I was using (Iro's
desktop), decides to pack it in as well, and now I must use Fiona's laptop in a mad rush to finish
this mag. So, if you have a trip report to send to me, please send it to editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
Then our wonderful Webmaster, Brett, will forward it to me.

Keep On Patrolling!
Tania
PS:
The move into the new house
went well, although Ruby was
stressed for the first few weeks
and her fur is growing back
nicely now.

& Ruby

Next magazine due on the website
7 October 2019.
All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
by 30 September 2019.
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Please contact the President
if you would like to join the Committee
and have a part in the running of YOUR Club.

The Club would like to acknowledge and Welcome the following
New Members who have joined us this year.

January
Graeme & Georgina R
February
Karen D
Troy P with Aiden
March
Geoff & Emily R with Mikena & Pippa
Emily & Corey O
April
Lenore & Michael M
June
Charles & Helen H with Callum & Niamh
Tim V

We hope you all have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future.

GET TO KNOW ...
Driver Training Co-ordinator

CHRIS C
BORN:
YES, Sydney 1951
LIVES AT: Cabramatta West
OCCUPATION: Very recently Retired
FAMILY: Sister
PETS: None
HOBBIES: Planes, Trains (model) &
Automobiles (4x4)
NPC MEMBER SINCE: 1982
CLUB POSITIONS HELD: President, Vice President, Social, Trip Organiser, Driver Training,
Nissan Trials & Son of Trials Co-ordinator
VEHICLE: 3Litre GU Nissan Patrol DX Auto
TYRES: BFG Mud Terrains
MODIFICATIONS: Front & Rear lockers, Twin spare tyre rear bar, Roof rack, Twin long range
tanks, Duel batteries, Winch & Bull bar, 3 inch lift with spacers, Kenwood sound system, Front &
rear cameras, Air compressor with large holding tank.
FUTURE MODS: Fluffy dice on rear view mirror.
FIRST VEHICLE:
PAST VEHICLES:

Toyota Corolla
Toyota Celica
40 Series Land Cruiser SWB
Series 2 Land Rover
Holden V8 Kingswood HZ Station Wagon
Nissan MQ Patrol SWB (Petrol)
Nissan MK Patrol SWB (Petrol)
OTHER VEHICLE: Nissan T31 X-Trail ST 4x4 Auto (Petrol)
DREAM VEHICLE: Dodge RAM V8 Diesel
TENT OR TOW:

Centre pole tent
Bed in car
2 Caravans - depending on destination

FIRST CLUB TRIP: Wirraba Ridge
FAVOURITE TRIP: Annie Rowan Creek, Newnes
MOST VISITED PLACE (other than club land): Stockton & Canning Stock Route
WORST TRIP: Never had a bad trip
FUTURE TRIPS: Around Australia in the new caravan
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE CLUB DO
IN THE FUTURE?
The Nissan Trials again. Build some harder tracks
at the land and grow some grass at the back of
shed.
WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME.
Keeps me off the streets and out of mischief.

DRIVER TRAINING
with
Chris C
Driver Training
Co-ordinator

Chris J
Assistant Trainer

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics teach you practical driving over a variety of terrain and obstacles. Our courses are
Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery,
and many more.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Basic Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Basic Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any Basic Driver
Training Sunday at the Club Land. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members
attending and revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and
more enjoyable activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With
Richard S
Land Manager

Scott D
Assistant Manager

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees usually
have very little work and then you are free to do whatever you want. Regular working bees are held
to help with land maintenance.
At the Land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, collect and cut up firewood, then have a chat around the
fireplace and an excellent Saturday night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
Please consider helping out at the land, and contact the Land Managers to enable them to organise
work activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.

OH NO! I FORGOT TO PACK THE ...???
If you are driving to the Club Land from Sydney, and suddenly realise that you didn't pack
the tomatoes, eggs, meats, etc. Never fear, the IGA Marulan is open for business and is
conveniently located just off the highway. You can even do your whole weekends
shopping here. Take the Marulan Exit at the truck checking station, follow the road under
the highway, then take the first left on to George Street.

NOW OPEN
IGA Marulan
11 / 69 George Street, Marulan

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Offering top quality meats,
fresh fruit & vegetables,
bakery, deli & liquor sections,
7.00 am to 7.00 pm lots of big-name brands,
8.00 am to 7.00 pm
and friendly customer service.
9.00 am to 5.00 pm

The Citizens of Marulan
Invite you to come and join us for the annual
Marulan on the Meridian Kite Festival
At Tony Onions Memorial Park
George Street, Marulan
On Sunday, 22 September 2019
From 9am to 3pm
Some of the activities include:
*The Mass Kite Flyoff
*Entertainment
*Parachute Racing
*The Famous Billy Boil Cup at
THE TERMINUS HOTEL
*Chainsaw Racing
*Competitions
*Children's Pet Show
*The Car & Bike Show
*Lots of Market Stalls
Come and celebrate the Spring Equinox
Fun for all the Family

CLUB
CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays, Special Days,
District Camping Shows and other 4WD events
to help with your holiday planning.
More detailed information for each trip can be found on the Club Website.

July 2019
Fri, 5th to
Tues, 23rd

NSW School Holidays
Mon 8th to
Fri 19th

Wed 10th

LAKE EYRE IN FLOOD:
Lake Eyre is filling up and it is a spectacular sight. It is a rare
occurrence and claimed to be the best in 45 years.

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

NO DRIVER TRAINING THIS MONTH
Tues 23rd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

August 2019
Mon 5th to
Fri 30th

Fri 9th to
Sun 1th

CANNING STOCK ROUTE:
A 27-day trip from Halls Creek WA, stopping at each well along the
iconic Canning Stock Route, then on the Anne Beadell Highway
finishing in Coober Pedy SA. Very remote desert travel requiring
specific vehicle preparation, permit requirements and participant
commitment. Numerous trip briefings and plenty of information for first
timers.

Mid North Coast Caravan Camping 4WD Fish & Boat Show
Wauchope Showgrounds, Beechwood Road, Wauchope
www.ruralscene.com.au

Wed 14th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

NO DRIVER TRAINING THIS MONTH
Tues 27th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Fri 30th to
Sun 1st Sept

Hawkesbury Caravan Camping 4WD Fish & Boat Show:
Hawkesbury Showground, 40 Racecourse Road, Clarendon (Richmond)
www.ruralscene.com.au

September 2019
Sun 1st

Father’s Day

Wed 4th to
Thur 6th

MARALINGA BOMB SITE TOUR:
After the Canning Stock Route Trip, this trip will involve an
organised and pre-booked tour of the Maralinga atomic bomb test
site. This is a very unusual and interesting location and with an
extremely informative and passionate tour guide.

Fri 6th to
Sun 8th

Sydney 4WD & Adventure Show:
Sydney Dragway, Ferrers Road, Eastern Creek

Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

Fri 13th to
Sun 15th

Orana Caravan Camping 4WD & Fish Show
Dubbo Showgrounds, Wingewarra Street, Dubbo
www.ruralscene.com.au

Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members.
You must complete the Basic Driver Training course
before going on a club trip. To book or if you have any
questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.

Fri 20th to
Sun 22nd

Sydney caravan, Camping Outdoor Lifestyle Expo:
Sydney Showground, Sydney Olympic Park

Tues 24th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Sat 28th to
Sun,13th

NSW School Holidays

Sat 28th to
Sun 29th

LAND WORKING BEE: CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects
happening down on our land.
Great camping and socialising. If you are able to
help, please contact the Land Manager.

October 2019
Sat 5th to
Mon 7th

LONG WEEKEND AT THE LAND:
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club Land.
Drive around the land during the day and see the local sites, have
Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch a movie or two on Sunday.

Sun 6th

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
BEGINS

Sat 5th to
Mon 7th

Willowglen 4x4 Challenge
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au

Wed 9th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

DRIVER TRAINING: ADVANCED
A combined Driver Training Weekend and Club Trip to Sunny
Corner, 30 minutes from Lithgow. To book or if you have
any questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.

Tues 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

Fri 25th to
Sun 27th

Canberra Caravan Camping Outdoor Lifestyle Expo
Exhibition Park, Canberra

November 2019
Wed 13th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

DRIVER TRAINING: SAND
Held at Stockton Beach near Newcastle, this is a combined
Driver Training weekend and Club Trip. To book or if you
have any questions, please contact the Driver Trainers.

Tues 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall,
202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.

SPRING
FORWARD

CHRISTMAS PARTY WEEKEND:
Still in the planning stage.
A date and place will be advised soon.

December 2019
Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall
134 Queens Road Five Dock
This will be a short meeting followed by some
Christmas Cheer. Please bring some nibbles to share.

Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic D/T at the Land.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going
on a club trip. To book or if you have any questions, please
contact the Driver Trainers.

Wed, 18th to
Wed, 29th Jan

Summer School Holidays

Tues 31st

NEW
YEAR’S
EVE

MAY 2020
DATE
TBA

AFRICAN SAFARI:
Self-drive tour of Botswana & Namibia with professional Australian based guides. More
details to come from Murray

PAST
CLUB
TRIPS
Simpson Desert

Red Centre

Moreton Island

Victorian High Country

Flinders Ranges

If you are thinking of going on
a day or weekend trip,
but not sure where you would like to go,
here are some ideas from the book
"4WD TREKS CLOSE TO SYDNEY".
River Crossing

Beach Run

Newnes
Stockton Beach - The Bridle Track
The Hunter Region - Baal Bone Gap - Chichester Forest
Tianjara Fire Trail - Jenolan to Wombeyan Caves - Abercrombie Trek
Dixons Long Point - Barrington Tops - Sunny Corner Trek
Watagan Mountains - Yengo National Park
Turon River
If you still can't decide on where to go,
try opening a map,
close your eyes and point a finger.
It is all there just waiting
for you to explore.
Red Desert Sand

Lush Green Rainforest

Our Trip Organiser can help you with information and maps.

We are looking for members to organise a
social event for a day.
It can be an afternoon of tennis, golf, or bowling,
ride a bike, a horse, a go-cart or a jet boat,
cheer at a game of football, cricket or basketball,
see a movie, a show or a carnival
have a picnic in the park, a swim in a river,
or a day at the beach
climb a hill, a mountain or the bridge,
visit a museum of history, of art, or transport.

There are so many things to do and
see in this wonderful city.

Just pick one.

TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip
Leaders. Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features,
walks or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends
from the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as
much as you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour,
river cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser
at trips@nissanpatrolclub.org
Cheers,

Mark C
Trip Co-ordinator
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip a
few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where mobile
phones don’t work.

TRIP
CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching
and/or towing will almost definitely be required. Participants will be
required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment. The trip
leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is
considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some winching
and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme weather
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of this
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most
circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to
base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination.

UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION
USED FOR

CHANNEL/S

COMMENTS

Calling
(Established by law)

11

To call or locate another station. Parties then
switch to a conversation channel.

Conversations

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway
users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg
when in convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in
national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency
situation only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to
work. Receives on channels 1-8. Transmits on
channels 31-38 automatically. When within range
of a repeater, it will increase the communication
difference. Operation in simplex mode on these
channels is not permitted when in range of a
repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two
channels.

CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call
on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other
person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle,
especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their
intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the
signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to
keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.

Snowy Mountains High Country
AKA Snowy 2.0
th

Saturday 9 to Saturday 16th February 2019
The Party
Mark C (Trip Leader)
Chris B
Marcel C
Mark D
Karen F
Jack F
Dave P & Maria
Petr G

Patrol GQ
Ford Ranger
Patrol GU
Patrol GQ
Prado
Landcruiser 100 Series
Pajero
D Max

I started the trip Friday afternoon with a last-minute pack of the car and a trip to Woolies
for supplies. I hit the M7 at just after 6pm with dark clouds rolling in from the south-west.
By the time I was on the Hume Hwy, visibility was down to 50 meters and we were being
pounded by heavy rain. Being superstitious, I thought what a great omen for the start of
the trip, looks like this week is going to be great.
Dinner was at Macca’s Goulburn and my night’s accommodation was a rest stop further
south. If you are heading south to Melbourne some of these rest-stops are great. The one
I stayed in was far enough off the road to be quiet for a good night’s sleep and had great
facilities, clean toilets and barbeques. Better still, it was free!
Up early, 8am, I was back on the highway, heading for Tumut and the official start of the
trip. While waiting I had a look around the town. Tumut is a nice country town that still
seems to be doing alright.
The meeting place for the trip was McDonald’s Tumut,
by the time I finished my look around, cars were
starting to arrive. After a short briefing, we hit the
road. First stop was the Blowering Dam Power Station
and a drive up the hill to look over the dam itself. Not
a lot of water in the dam, so you could imagine what
the valley might have looked like before it was flooded.
Leaving Blowering, one power station down, many to
go, we headed for our camp site on the reserve
surrounding the backwaters of the dam.
Blowering Dam
Woke on day 2 of our trip with mist on the waters of the dam and kangaroos in the
distance. Today we are heading to Talbingo, the first of the Snowy hydro towns we were to
visit. Talbingo is now a holiday town with most of the old hydro houses used as
weekenders. Visitors come for fishing and water sports on the bottom dam they call the
Pondage. Not many permanent residents are left in town and only the general store open.
Morning tea, a quick look around the Snowy Hydro Visitor Centre and we were on to
Tumut 3 Power Station and the holding dam above called Talbingo Reserve.

- Tumut 3 Power Station, Talbingo -

- Above Talbingo Reserve-

From there we headed in to Bago State Forest, with lunch at Buddong Falls. After a short
walk out to the falls, we headed to one of the local huts and onto Paddy’s River Dam and
our first sighting of Brumbies. Paddy’s River Dam would be a great place to camp and to
spend a few days, if you are ever down that way. But, time waits for no 4WDriver, so we
headed to Tumbarumba and Paddy’s River Flats for our second night’s camp. We were
also meeting up with Karen Forsstrom, who had to work the Saturday and Sunday couldn’t
make the start.
Day 3 and we are heading to Khancoban another of the Snowy towns. On the way, we
stopped at the memorial for the Southern Cloud. The Southern Cloud was a plane owned
by Australian National Airways (ANA), started by Sir Charles Kingsford Smith. The plane
took off from Sydney but crashed in the Snowy Mountains in 1931 with the loss of all those
aboard. The wreckage however wasn’t found until 1958; by a Snowy Hydro worker out
taking photo’s.
At Khancoban, we visited the Murray 2 Power Station for the 11am tour. I really enjoyed
the tour. The guide gave us a good understanding of the role Snowy 1.0 plays in our
energy grid. Lunch was back at Khancoban before we headed to Geehi Dam. This has
an unusual circular spillway like a sink drain hole.

- Turbine Room, Murray 2 Power Station -

- Geehi Dam Spillway -

The night’s camp was in the Geehi Walls area of Kosciuszko National Park. We visited
Geehi and Keebles huts. These huts are some of the best I have seen. They have used
river stone instead of timber as the main building material. While we were there, the group
went swimming in the river and were entertained by one of the local platypus swimming
with them.

- Keebles Hut -

Day 4 we were heading back to Khancoban via the 4WD tracks in the back of the Geehi
Walls area. We visited Old Geehi hut, this was the 2nd of 5 river stone huts paid for by the
Government and built at Geehi.
Further in to the valley, we stopped at Major Clews Hut. Major Clews was an army
surveyor who retired in 1949 and was hired as a senior surveyor for the Snowy Hydro
scheme. He built the hut and lived in it after his retirement. When we arrived NPWS staff
were reviewing the condition of the hut for restoration. It was also the first hut I had seen
that had an internal shower.
The climb out of the Geehi valley back to the tar, gave us good views over the valley below
with some low range driving up the steep tracks. Once back on the tar, we headed back to
Khancoban to refuel and lunch.
The afternoon saw us heading to our nights camp at Lobbs Hole. On the way, we visited
Tooma Dam, Bradley’s & O’Brien’s Hut and Tumut Pond and finally Cabramurra.

- Inside Old Geehi Hut -

- Crossing Swampy Plain River -

- Bradleys & Obriens Hut -

- Cabrumurra Lookout -

Cabramurra is another of the Snowy Hydro townships, but looks more like a ski resort.
There didn’t seem to be much activity going on so after a quick trip to the store and a stop
at the lookout above Cabramurra, we moved on towards Lobb’s Hole.
Lobb’s Hole is the site of the access for construction of the Snowy 2.0 power station and
the location of the ancestral home of two of our group, Karen and Jack Forsstrom. The
tracks down into Lobb’s Hole, showed signs of the early stages of 2.0. The surveyors
were in the valley with road markers for the building of the new access roads and
surveying the infrastructure to be built in the valley.
Heading for our night camp site, we visited what remains of the Forsstrom’s family pub.
Jack’s Grandfather Isaac also ran a copper mine in the valley at the same time. There
wasn’t much left of the pub, Karen said that since the walls were made from mud from the
creek and valley others had come in and destroyed the walls panning for gold. The night’s
camp was in a protected corner of the valley by the river that Karen had camped in before.
Happy hour, tea and bed.

- Karen & Jacko F at the Washington Hotel, Lobbs Hole -

- The Washington Hotel, 1910-

Day 5 started with an unexpected visitor. The local Fisheries ranger came into the camp
checking for illegal fishing. After a quick chat and a less than subtle check to see if there
was fishing gear lying around, he was soon on his way and so were we. The climb out of
the valley gave good views back towards Talbingo Reserve and the 4WDing wasn’t bad
either.
After a stop at what remains of the old Yarrangobilly village, we continued on to
Yarrangobilly Caves for a self-guided tour of the caves, lunch and a swim in the thermal
pools. At the pools I learnt a valuable life lesson. Apparently thermal doesn’t mean hot,
which I didn’t realise until I dived in.
After thawing out, we continued south along the Snowy Mountains Highway to the Long
Plain Rd turn off. Tonight’s camp was the Long Plain Hut. On the way in we were treated
to our first good look at herds of wild Brumbies.
Long Plain Hut was a very substantial Hut, in good condition. Mark did warn us that
tonight’s camp in the valley might prove colder than previous nights and he was right.
Without a fire, due to fire bans, most were in bed early to escape the cold. It got down to
-1.5oc and it was still summer.
The next morning started out cold with a frost on the ground and vehicles, but the valley
soon warmed up as the sun climbed over the surrounding the hills. Today we were to
backtrack south to a track that cuts over Tantangara Reservoir.

- An icy start to the morning -

- Mist at Long Plain Hut -

Back on the Snowy Mountains Hwy, we called in at Kiandra, which is just classified as a
locality now, but at one stage was a thriving gold mining township boasting its own court
house. It was also the site of one of the first ski fields in NSW. Further down the Snowy
Mtns Hwy we visited “The Sawyer Hill Rest House” hut and Delany’s Hut.
We soon arrived at the turn off for Tantangara
Rd and the access to do the crossing of
Tantangara Reservoir. Unfortunately, the
access was closed due to high water in the
dam for the first time in 10 years but the
closure was not publicised. With no possibility
of continuing we went to Lake Eucumbene for
lunch.
- Gold stamper at Kiandra -

We then did a quick detour off the road to
visit the site of an old saw mill that still has
its steam engine. This was the mill where
the timbers for building Delany’s Hut came
from. Backtracking, we headed back to
Long Plain Rd and passed where we would
have exited had we crossed the Tantangara
Reservoir.
- Some relics at old saw mill -

The night’s camp was to be Blue Waterholes. To get there we crossed the head waters of
the mighty Murrumbidgee River which drains from the Long Plains valley. At this point it is
just a nice little creek about a metre wide. Coolinbil Hut was our next stop. This hut and
the surrounding paddocks are used by those wanting to ride in the Snowy Mountains.
When we visited, there were a few camping there with their horses getting ready to go and
experience the beautiful mountain trails.
Coolamine Homestead was our last call for the day. It is amazing how industrious the
early settlers were in building a home in the high country using the materials available. It
is interesting to note that in our travels through the high country, rabbits still abound. This
was obvious at Coolamine with all the rabbit borrows in the home paddock.

- Coolamine Homestead -

- The Cheese Shed -

Arriving at Blue Waterholes, we went for a walk down to the waterhole and explored some
of the holes in the rock cliffs around the waterhole. On the way back, we met two of the
local brumbies that call the waterhole and camping area home. Day 6 ended with the
group setting up camp in the top camping area, collecting some fire wood and settling in
for a pleasant night.

- Blue Waterhole -

- A friendly Brumby at camp -

- Very friendly Brumbies at camp -

- Wildflowers on Long Plain -

Today we leave the Snowy Mountains and head to the Brindabella National Park and our
night’s camp alongside the Goodrabidgee River. The track out was easy driving for the
most part through the back of the National Park and local farms. The power lines track we
took on the way out proved an interesting break from the fire trails. So did the track that
took us down for our first look at the Goodrabidgee River at Flea Creek Camping and
Picnic area in Brindabella NP.
The track is steep and makes you realise what
you would miss out on seeing and
experiencing without a 4WD. Heading out on
the same track we visited Mount Coree
Lookout for the views over Canberra before
heading to our night’s camp at Lowells Flat
Campground.

- Broken Cart Track -

Last day on the trip today, we head out and
home. After packing up, and with some of the
smaller vehicles running low on fuel, we decided
to head to Canberra instead of Yass. But not
before visiting McIntyres Hut Campground, which
was a few km’s further north.
- Mount Coree Lookout -

McIntyres Hut is probably the better of the campgrounds we visited in the Brindabella’s.
The info we had said there wasn’t any toilets but this wasn’t the fact. It is a flat open camp
ground with plenty of good camping.
We drove Webbs Ridge Trail back to Flea Creek, our last hoorah as far as 4WDriving for
the trip was concerned. Back on the Brindabella Rd, we headed towards Canberra for
lunch at McDonalds before heading our separate ways.
For what Mark had initially described as more of a tar trip, the 4wdriving was great, it
wasn’t difficult and well within the abilities of anyone who has competed driver training. It
was a great week and I have already booked myself in on Mark Crowley’s next highcountry trip.
The trip had a lot of firsts for me. The first time high I saw Brumbies running across the
valleys of the high country. The first time I had experienced all of the Snowy Hydro
scheme, which I really did enjoy. The first time I visited a lot on the huts we saw. But the
biggest first for me was, it was first time I had been away with Dave P that didn’t finish with
his 4WD on the back of a tow truck or limping out with broken suspension. Go the mighty
Pajero!

Mark D

TOP TIP:
Keep the insects away
Nearly every home has a jar of Vaporub ready in the
medicine cabinet for when that cold or flu strikes. One
of the main ingredients in this gel is Camphor.
Insects hate camphor. Put a little dab on your hat, shirt
collar, on a tissue in your pockets, anywhere, and the
flies and insects will stay away.
COUGH STOP:
Have you ever had a cough that just won't stop? Rub some Vicks Vaporub at the
bottom of your feet then put on a pair of socks. Your cough can be stopped within
15 minutes.
OTHER USES FOR VAPORUB
Rub a little on your forehead to relieve a headache.
Rub some vaporub to reduce the visibility of stretch marks. Takes about 2 weeks.
Reduces swelling and bruising.
Treat pimples by rubbing on a little vaporub at night, then wash off in the morning.
Relieves muscle and back pain.

TESTED
BY ME
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IT
WORKS

YES.
WORKED
BETTER
THAN A
CHEST RUB

NO
HAVE NOT
TRIED
THESE
YET.

Down The Track
A look at 4WD Tracks
Around Australia

BINNS TRACK, NT
This ambitious off-road tourism project had taken years to be
completed (in 2008). The track is named in honour of Bill
Binns, a former NT Parks Ranger who eventually became the
Executive Director of Parks NT during a 32-year career. The
track officially starts at the Mt Dare Hotel in South Australia,
which sits on the Simpson Desert’s western edge, just inside
the Witjira NP boundary, and offers travellers all the
Mt Dare Hotel
necessary services (and an awesome bar) to ensure a safe journey through this isolated region.
The Binns Track officially starts right near the hotel, with Alice Springs 421km north, via the Old
Andado Track, the next refuel/restock point. The landscape on this first section changes from the
previous flat and sparse to a combination of dry creek crossings,
more bulldust and river red gums as you near the Finke River. The
sheer size of the Finke River’s ancient path is amazing. This vast,
flat, vista is only broken by impressive sand dunes on the
floodway’s outskirts, along with the occasional rocky hill. These
flatlands make for fast travel before reaching Old Andado Station,
another must-visit attraction along the Binns Track.
Finke River
Leaving Old Andado you continue north, traversing more sandy tracks toward the Aboriginal
community of Santa Teresa before reaching Alice Springs. The landscape continually evolves along
the Binns, with the initial wide, open expanses of the Simpson Desert making way to more
mountainous terrain with the Train Hills and then the Deep Well Range’s taller, rich-red hills. Not
far north of Santa Teresa you rejoin bitumen road and follow it into the Red Centre capital, with the
majestic East Macdonnell Ranges teasing you on the northern horizon.
The rugged gorges and sandy tracks of the East Macdonnell
Ranges, along with the grassy savannah of the Barkly
Tablelands, are the big attractions of the “middle” of the Binns
Track. Leaving Alice and striking east along Numery Road,
you pass the beautiful Emily and Jessie Gaps Nature Park, two
break-throughs in the Heavitree Range. About 12km past Jesse
Gap there’s a left turn onto Numery Road. Fifty kilometres
from here, you arrive at N’dhala Gorge Nature Park (the
East Macdonnell Ranges
location of thousands of petroglyphs; ‘pecked’ rock carvings).
This track is fantastic as you travel along dry, sandy riverbeds part of the way, with ghost gums
surrounding you and huge red cliffs in the background.

Once you reach the Arltunga Tourist Drive turn-off, the
track leads past Trephina Gorge on the way to the Arltunga
Historical Reserve, the ruins of which are all that remains of
what is claimed to be central Australia’s first town. Arltunga
was established after alluvial gold was discovered in the
region in 1887. Now, all that remains are a few stone
The Old Police Station
buildings, such as the old police station.
For those keen on some sublime bush camping, backtrack slightly and join the main road to Ruby
Gap Nature Park, where you’ll find some sublime camping spots. For those with a less time, you
can continue on from Arltunga, tracking northwest through the Georgina Range, before turning
right onto Pinnacle Road. The gorge-covered country of the East MacDonnells is replaced by flat,
stark plains, only interrupted occasionally by dry creek crossings and majestic gums. The track
becomes less distinct as you enter more hilly country with the surrounding landscape turning a
much richer, ochre red. Pinnacle Road is rougher, slower, and more undulating than the bitumen and
graded dirt around Arltunga, so it’s nice to reach the Plenty Highway and take the turn-off to
Gemtree and drive the 8km west to the powered or unpowered campsites and a hot shower at day’s
end.
The Plenty Highway is a nice, smooth start to the following
day’s 422km drive to the Barkly Region’s Davenport
Ranges National Park. The terrain is open and flat, with
only the large “humps” of the giant Harts Range to break
the monotony. The track itself is well graded in this section
and provided you don’t run out of fuel, you will enjoy a
relaxing day of driving. As you get closer to Davenport
Range NP, you will notice the changes in the landscape that
signal entry into savannah country, typical of the southern
part of the Barkly Region, with yellow grass and large red
rocks covering the track, and gorges and riverbeds
Davenport Ranges
predominant.
The park’s landscape is brilliant. A recommended
campsite is at Old Police Station Waterhole. The Frew
River Track, a 17km 4X4-only alternative route to
Policeman’s Waterhole, is the best/most enjoyable route to
the campsite. It can take a couple of hours but is time very
well spent. In between crawling over near-wheel-sized
rocks, and traversing narrow ridges with beautiful gorges to
each side, you’ll have a spare few minutes to marvel at the
Policeman's Waterhole
absolute isolation this place offers.
The Binns Track changes character again after Davenport Ranges NP; moving through the
savannah country, via Epenarra, you make your way back to the bitumen of the Stuart Highway
before continuing north to the Barkly region’s main centre of Tennant Creek.
For those with a bit of time, there are some top attractions
at Tennant Creek. Battery Hill Mining Centre offers an
excellent interpretive mine tour and is a must-see, as is the
brilliant Nyinkka Nyunyu Art and Culture Centre. It also
provides the opportunity to refuel and restock camp
supplies before the push north to the tropical wonderland
of Gregory NP.
Nyinkka Nyunyu Art & Culture Centre

It is at the town of Dunmarra, 358km north of Tennant Creek,
where you leave the Stuart Highway and jump back on to dirt
roads as you follow the dusty Buchanan Highway west to Top
Springs and then on to the eastern entrance to Gregory NP.
Dunmarra’s balmy weather is the first sign you are entering the
NT’s subtropical region, with its vast cattle stations (Victoria
River Downs Station is located here) and sparse vegetation
marrying with numerous creek beds (often traversed by
concrete causeways) before the green mass of Gregory NP’s
13,000 square kilometres looms.

Gregory National Park

The Binns Track follows the Humbert River Track – one of Gregory NP’s main 4X4 routes – north
before finishing up at Timber Creek. There are some great campsites nestled beside the Humbert
River.
Continuing north, leaving the river behind, you will cross a series of
creek beds and the track becomes progressively rockier. There are also
deeper waterways in the park’s northern section that need to be crossed
so make sure you are confident in your water-crossing skills and your
vehicle is prepared for them. One of Gregory NP’s more famous
residents is the boab tree and, as you reach the park’s northern section,
you will start to spot these age-old giants everywhere.

Boab Tree

Timber Creek is the end point of the Binns Track and, after all the various landscapes you’ve driven
through – and the days it has taken to do so – it can seem like a bit of an anti-climax. But, setting
up your tent, swag or camper-trailer on that last night, sitting around a campfire sipping a beverage
in this still-wild tropical wonderland, it does offer that unique chance to reflect with a fresh memory
on what you have just achieved.

UP THE CREEK
A quick look at some of the great
camp sites by our beautiful waterways

FINGAL BAY
Fingal Bay is the eastern-most suburb of the Port
Stephens local government area in the Hunter
Region of New South Wales. The only population
centre is the township of the same name, which
itself is named after the adjacent, small, semicircular bay. At the 2011 census, the population of
the town was 1,503.
Except for the township, most of Fingal Bay is
included in the Tomaree National Park, which
includes forested areas, coastal scrubland, beaches
and most of the Fingal headland. The suburb does
not include the bay itself.
Fingal Bay is about 1.75 km across at its widest
point and 1.3 km from the mouth to the beach. The
north-eastern head of the bay is the Fingal headland,
which is connected to the mainland via Fingal Spit,
a sand spit about 900 m long. Waters to the
northeast of the spit are known as "Fly Roads".
Crossing between the mainland and the headland
along the spit is considered dangerous. According
to a sign on the beach, people have died crossing the
spit, which is covered by breaking waves at high
tide. The south-western head of the bay is Fingal
Head, which is located southeast of the town.
Between the two heads, the mouth is over 1 km
wide. The bay includes a sandy beach about 1.9 km
long.
The bay was originally known as "False Bay",
because it could be mistaken for the entrance to Port
Stephens. The name "Fingal Bay" appeared on an
1845 map prepared by Captain Phillip Parker King.
Capt Phillip Parker King

The irregularly shaped headland, which is sometimes mistakenly called "Fingal
Island", covers an area of approximately 1 km2 , most of which is part of the Tomaree
National Park, and reaches 75 m in height. Point Stephens was connected to the
mainland prior to the "Maitland gale" in 1891. The south-eastern most point of the
headland was named "Point Stephens" by Captain Cook when he passed on 11 May
1770, honouring Sir Philip Stephens who
was Secretary to the Admiralty. Stephens was a
personal friend of Cook and had recommended him
for command of the voyage. It seems Cook's initial
choice had actually been Point Keppel (named
after Augustus Keppel, a Lords Commissioner of the
Admiralty), but instead he used Keppel later when he
named Keppel Bay. The name first appeared on
chart 1070, prepared by Captain Phillip Parker King
Sir Philip Stephens
in 1845.
Fingal Bay has a number of heritage-listed sites,
including Point Stephens Light on Shark Island.
As early as 1857, the need for a lighthouse on Point
Stephens was identified, due to the proximity to the
entrance of Port Stephens, and the dangers of the
local coastline to ships. A 21 m high stone
lighthouse was subsequently constructed in 1862.
The light is 38 m above mean sea level and has a
range of 28 km.

Point Stephens Lighthouse

Fingal Spit was a location for the 2006 "So where the
bloody hell are you?" advertising campaign filmed
for Tourism Australia and appears at the end of the
advertisement.
Fingal Bay has all types of accommodation to suit
everyone. From resort hotels and serviced
apartments to holiday parks with cabins and camp
sites.

Tourism Australia Ad
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LANE COVE NATIONAL PARK
Lane Cove National Park is a beautiful pocket of
bushland that sits on either side of the peaceful Lane
Cove River. It’s in easy reach for Sydneysiders,
extending from East Ryde to Pennant Hills and West
Chatswood.
It’s a great place for a day out with the family; there
are lots of picnic areas to choose from, including
those that offer picnic tables, barbecues, children’s
play equipment, flat grassy areas and easy access to
walking tracks and places to ride your bike.
Whatever activities you fancy, you’re bound to find a
perfect place to picnic for the day.
When you’ve polished off the picnic, you can hit the
walking tracks to explore the park’s bushland,
hire a boat from the Lane Cove Boatshed to row along the quiet Lane Cove River or cycle along the
park’s roads. There’s also a fire trail between Pennant Hills and West Pymble, where you can ride
your bike if you’re feeling more adventurous. The park’s historic sites are best explored along the
self-guided Heritage walk. Pick up a brochure from the Lane Cove park office.

Wherever you choose to spend the day in Lane Cove National Park, you’ll more than likely see or
hear some of the park’s residents. Listen out for the kookaburra’s laughing call and look for
colourful lorikeets flitting between the trees and the eastern water dragon slinking around by the
river.
Lane Cove National Park sits on the doorstep of Australia’s largest city, offering a wealth of
opportunities for Sydneysiders and visitors to experience nature and spend time with family and
friends. With opportunities for bushwalking and biking, kayaking and boating, picnicking and
playing, you're guaranteed to want to visit again and again and it’s so close that you can.

Did you know you can even go camping at Lane Cove
National Park? For bush camping in an urban
environment, head to Lane Cove River Tourist Park on the
south western side of the park.
The landscape of Lane Cove National Park is remarkable
given that it sits within a large urban environment. You’ll
see eucalypt forests, grassy woodland and saltwater
wetlands, each of which is home to a range of different
plants, animals and birds. Echidnas are mainly nocturnal,
but sometimes venture out during the day when the
weather is mild. If you’re walking along the river and you
think you’ve spied something that looks a little unusual, it
could very well be an eastern water dragon - look for its
distinctive black stripes and crest of enlarged spiny scales
along its body.

Lane Cove Tourist Park

Eastern Water Dragon

Lane Cove National Park is part of the traditional land of the Guringai people whose Country
extended from around Newcastle to Sydney Harbour. The Guringai people lived primarily by the
water; fishing and hunting in the waters and hinterlands and harvesting food from surrounding
bushland. The park protects a number of ancient Aboriginal sites today, some of which you may
notice while exploring the park.
Lane Cove National Park has to be one of the
easiest parks to get to: it’s only 11km from the
heart of the city and is easily accessible by public
transport.
The park is split in two by the Lane Cove River,
which means there are twice as many riverside
picnic spots to enjoy, including some that are
suitable for groups and some that have wheelchair
access. Try Barakee picnic area for a shady spot
among the trees or Moola picnic area close to the
Boatshed.
There are so many great things to do in the park, now is the time to plan your visit.

NATURE
LOVER
The WOMBAT
Wombats are short-legged, muscular quadrupedal marsupials that are
native to Australia. They are about 1m in length with small, stubby
tails. There are three extant species and they are all members of the
family Vombatidae. The three species are:
The Common Wombat: These are widespread in the cooler and
better-watered parts of southern and eastern Australia, including
Tasmania, and in mountain districts as far north as the south of
Queensland, but is declining in western Victoria and South Australia.
Common wombats can be found at any elevation in the south of their
range, but in the north of their range are only found in higher, more
mountainous areas. They may be found in a variety of habitats
including rainforest, eucalyptus forest, woodland, alpine grassland,
and coastal areas. In some regions, they have adapted to farmland
and can even be seen grazing in open fields with cattle and sheep.
The Northern Hairy Nosed Wombat: It is one of the rarest land
mammals in the world and is critically endangered. Its historical
range extended across New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland
as recently as 100 years ago, but it is now restricted to one place, a
3-km2 range within the 32-km2 Epping Forest National Park in
Queensland.
The Southern Hairy Nosed Wombat: It is found in scattered areas
of semiarid scrub and mallee from the eastern Nullarbor Plain to the
New South Wales border area. It is the smallest of all three wombat
species. The young often do not survive dry seasons. It is the state
animal of South Australia.

The Common Wombat

The Northern Hairy Nosed Wombat

The Southern Hairy Nosed Wombat

Though genetic studies of the Vombatidae have been
undertaken, evolution of the family is not well understood.
Wombats are estimated to have diverged from other
Australian marsupials relatively early, as long as 40 million
years ago, while some estimates place divergence at around
25 million years. While some theories place wombats as
miniaturised relatives of diprotodonts, such as the rhinocerossized Diprotodon, more recent studies place the Vombatiformes as having a distinct parallel
evolution, hence their current classification as a separate family.
Wombats dig extensive burrow systems with their rodent-like front teeth and powerful claws. One
distinctive adaptation of wombats is their backward pouch. The advantage of a backward-facing
pouch is that when digging, the wombat does not gather soil in its pouch over its young. Although
mainly nocturnal, wombats may also venture out to feed on cool or overcast days.

They are not commonly seen, but leave ample evidence of their passage,
treating fences as minor inconveniences to be gone through or under,
and leaving distinctive cubic faeces. As wombats arrange these faeces
to mark territories and attract mates, it is believed that the cubic shape
makes them more stackable and less likely to roll, which gives this
shape a biological advantage.
Wombats are herbivores; their diets consist mostly of grasses, sedges, herbs, bark, and roots. Their
incisor teeth somewhat resemble those of rodents being adapted for gnawing tough vegetation.
Wombats' fur can vary from a sandy colour to brown, or from grey to black. All three known extant
species average around 1 metre in length and weigh between 20 and 35kg.
Female wombats give birth to a single young in the spring, after a
gestation period of around 20–21 days. They have well-developed
pouches, which the young leave after about six to seven months.
Wombats are weaned after 15 months, and are sexually mature at
18 months.
A group of wombats is known as a wisdom, a mob, or a colony.
Wombats typically live up to 15 years in the wild, but can live past
20 and even 30 years in captivity. The longest-lived captive
wombat lived to 34 years of age.
Wombats have an extraordinarily slow metabolism, taking around eight to 14 days to complete
digestion, which aids their survival in arid conditions. They generally move slowly however, when
threatened, they can reach up to 40 km/h and maintain that speed for up to 90 seconds. Wombats
defend home territories centred on their burrows, and they react aggressively to intruders. The
common wombat occupies a range of up to 23 ha (57 acres), while the hairy-nosed species have
much smaller ranges, of no more than 4 ha (10 acres).
Dingos and Tasmanian devils prey on wombats. Their primary
defence is their toughened rear hide, with most of the posterior
made of cartilage. This, combined with its lack of a meaningful
tail, makes it difficult for any predator that follows the wombat
into its tunnel to bite and injure its target. When attacked,
wombats dive into a nearby tunnel, using their rumps to block a
pursuing attacker. A wombat may allow an intruder to force its
head over the wombat's back, and then use its powerful legs to
crush the skull of the predator against the roof of the tunnel, or
drive it off with two-legged kicks, like those of a donkey.
Wombats are generally quiet animals. Bare-nosed wombats can make a number of different sounds,
more than the Hairy-nosed wombats. Wombats tend to be more vocal during mating season. When
angered, they can make hissing sounds. Their call sounds somewhat like a pig's squeal. They can
also make grunting noises, a low growl, a hoarse cough, and a clicking noise.
Despite its name, the common wombat is no longer common, and it
has been officially a protected animal in New South Wales since
1970. However, in eastern Victoria, they are not protected, and
they are considered by some to be pests, especially due to the
damage they cause to rabbit-proof fences.

Club Shop
With
Steve H

RECOVERY GEAR
Snatch Strap
Chain & Grab Hooks

Bow Shackle
Tyre Gauge
Gloves
Tree Trunk Protector
Winch Extension Strap
Snatch Block
Recovery Hitch & Shackle
Winch Cable Dampner
ARB Compressor Kit
ARB Air Compressor
ARB Air Hose Kit
ARB Speedy Seal Kit
Staun Tyre Deflators
Hi-Lift Jack
Hi-Lift Jack Bumper Lift Kit
ARB Recovery Bag

Spanset brand 9m x 60mmx 8,000kg
1.75m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
3m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
6m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
4.7t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3.2t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3psi to 60psi - includes storage case
Made with soft cow hide leather
Black Rat brand 3m x 75mm x 8,000kg
Spanset brand 30m x 50mm x 4,000kg
Black Rat brand 8,000kg - suits 6-12mm cable
Tigerz11 brand 10,000kg - 11mm cable diameter
Tigerz11 brand - fits towbar box section
Tigerz11 brand - a must for all winching exercises
Fully equipped boxed kit - includes hose kit
For fixed mounting in your car's interior or engine bay
Ideal kit for vehicle mounted air compressor
Emergency tyre plug repair kit
Set & forget, hands free tyre deflators - Set of 4
Genuine Hi-Lift jack brand as sold by ARB
Secure hook for bumper. For use with Hi-Lift Jack.
SMALL size - perfect for storing your recovery gear

$ 55.00
35.00
48.00
85.00
10.00
8.00
19.00
6.00
35.00
80.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
32.00
320.00
265.00
45.00
55.00
75.00
160.00
55.00
55.00

4WD ACCESSORIES
UHF Aerial
Roo Lite Light kit
Windscreen Repair Kit
FixAll Tape
Diff Breather Extender Kit
Dual LED Strip Light
Kaymar Telescopic Light
BBQ Plate
Campfire Tripod
Water Bag

GME AE4018K1 - includes aerial & base
GME AE4705 - includes aerial & base
180mm driving light kit complete with wiring harness
DIY windscreen repair kit - fits in glove box
Fix split hoses, tubes & leaks price per roll
Reduce the chance of water ingress - with all fittings
Yellow LED deters insects - White LED for bright light
Mount on to a Kaymar Rear bar spare wheel holder
Medium Size - with stand
4' high - ideal for bush camp cooking
Traditional Water bag for mounting on bull bar

Men's Red Polo Shirt
Women's Red Polo Shirt
Reversible Vest
Stubby Holder

Club red - Sizes Small to 5XL
Club red - Sizes 16 to 20
Club red / navy blue - Sizes Medium to 3XL
Nissan Trials red stubby holder - collector's edition

$125.00
210.00
235.00
26.00
10.00
70.00
35.00
222.00
68.00
40.00
50.00

CLUB MERCHANDISE

NOTE:
Some items may be out of stock and do not appear on this list.
To place your order, please go to the Club Website
- Member's Zone - Club Shop and follow the instructions indicated for
purchase, payment and pick-up.

$20.00
20.00
50.00
5.00

In the Library
BK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

SM
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CD
1
2

BOOKS
Best 4WD Adventure Treks No 2
Broken Hill - The Accessible Outback
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (1)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (2)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (3)
Camping Guide to NSW - 1st edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 4th edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 5th edition
Camping Guide to Queensland - 3rd edition
Camping in Queensland - 7th edition
Camping Guide to South Australia - 3rd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Western Australia - 2nd edition
Explore Australia Camping Chef
Fraser Island
Fraser Island
HF Radio for Travellers
NPC Tasmanian Tour 2005 Guide Book
One for the Road
The Outback Way - Perth to Cairns
The Snowy Mountains - Australia's High country
Tasmania - National Parks, Forests & Waterways
Victoria: Off the Beaten Track
VKS-737 Radio Network Reference Manual
Welcome to Central Australia Tourist Guide
WA & NT Tourist Guide
WA Caravan & Camper 50 Best Road Trips
Your Entry Into Amateur Radio
4WD Tracks of the High Country
4WD Touring - South East NSW & East Gippsland

SERVICE MANUALS
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Folder)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (1)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (2)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Book)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 Series Supplement 2
Nissan Engine Model P (1)
Nissan Engine Model P (2)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (1)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (2)
Nissan Model SD Diesel Engine - 2nd Revision

CD - AUDIO
Rotronics Catalogue
The Shepparton Talk by Len Beadell

MG
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

AV
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

US
1
2

NPC
Library

Paul W

Librarian

MAGAZINES
Australian 4WD Monthly Feb 2001 (Trials 2000)
Australian 4WD Monthly No 45
Australian 4WD Monthly No 90
Australian 4WD Monthly - The Driving Guide
Australian 4WD Monthly Recovery Guide
Australian 4WD Action Going Bush on a Budget
4x4 Australia No 257
4x4 Australia No 265
Network News August 2006
Network News December 2006
Network News April 2007
Network News Spring 2007
Bushdriver Vol 22 No 5 (w NPC Trials 2000)
TLCC News Vol 32 No 6
Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News April 2008
NPC Nissan News October 2008
NPC Nissan News January 2009
NPC Nissan News October 2009
NPC Nissan News January 2010
NPC Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News January 2011

VIDEO
The Australian High Country
Big Red to the Beach (1)
Big Red to the Beach (2)
Circle the Gulf
Fred's Hill February 1998
Journey to the Kimberley
Kimberley Adventure Guide
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1992
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1993
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1994
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1995
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (1)
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (2)
South Oz Odyssey
Top End Adventures Part 1 )
Top End Adventures Part 2 ) - 3 part Box Set
Top End Adventures Part 3 )
Tuff Truck Challenge 2001
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 1999
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 2000
4WD to Adventure
4WD Jamboree 2000

VIDEO - US UHS
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 1
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 2

In the Library
DVD's
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13
14
15
16)
17)
18
19)
20)
21)
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Hilux Recovery - River Island - 1 July 2006
The Makings of Milo - 4WD Action Mag
Roothy's Outback Adventure
"First in Class" - Custom V8 TD Troopy
Bundy on a Budget
2007 Ute on the Year + Adelaide to Alice
Best 4WD of 2008 + Tackling NT's Remote Areas
Custom Truck Mania + Landcruiser Mountain park
3 Wild Custom Trucks + Watagans
The Hard Road - Cape York
To the Tip and Back - Cape York
Bush on a Budget
Hardcore 4WD Action - Tuff Truck 2009
Tropical Tourers
Cool Runnings - Off-road Tips & Techniques
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (1)
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (2)
Moreton Island
Fraser Island
Bush Mechanic Challenge
Bush Mechanic Challenge No 2
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (1)
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (2)
2007 Ute of the Year - Adelaide to Alice
Moreton Island
Bundy on a Budget
The Makings of Milo + 3 Custom Trucks
100 Not Out
Down & Dirty
Head for the Hills! - Hill End + Navara D22
Back to the Outback (1)
Back to the Outback (2)
Roothy wrangles LEVUKA 4WD Park + 6 Custom Trucks
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 1
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 2 + Jeep Jamboree
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (1)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (2)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (3)
Big Gun Battle - Nissan v Toyota
The Flinders Ranges (1)
The Flinders Ranges (2)
Milo's Mates - Custom 40's
5 Custom 4WD's + Off-road World Challenge
Cape York + 4 Best Customs
Murchison Madness - WA's Best Off-road Destination
Recovery Special
Roothy Explores Coffs
Back in the Kimberley
Flinders Ranges

If you would like to borrow an item from the Library,
please contact

For Club Members Only

MEMO
To All Members
The Club Noticeboard
is FREE for Members
to advertise a SALE,.
WANTED, SWAP or FREEBEE
Items do not have to be
4WD related.
If you would like to place something on the Noticeboard,
contact

"Jack of all Trades"

TRADE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

FREE
Business Card
Advertising for
Club Members

If you would like to see your
business card here, please contact

CAMPING CHECKLIST
SAFETY


COLD FOODS


COOKING, ETC


PERSONAL


First Aid kit

Water

Stove & stand

Daywear

Torch & Batteries

Milk-Powder/long life

Gas cylinders (full)

Sleepwear

Portable Radio

Sauces – Tomato, BBQ

BBQ plate

Swimwear & towel

Maps

Butter / Margarine

BBQ tools

Footwear

Compass

Cold cuts

Matches / lighter

Rainwear / Jacket

EPIRB

Meats

Frying pan

Underwear

GPS

Vegetables

Saucepans & lids

Sunglasses

Spare Batteries

Fruit

Plates & Bowls

Reading glasses

Eggs

Mugs / cups / glasses

Hat

Drinks

Cutlery

TENT


Vegetable peeler

Tents & Poles
Pegs & Guy ropes

DRY FOOD


Can opener

TOILETRIES


Corkscrew

Medication

Spare pegs / guy ropes

Tea, Coffee, Sugar

Sharp knife (Sm & L)

Salt water soap

Ground sheet / tarp

Salt & Pepper

Mixing bowl

Tooth brush & paste

Tent fly

Flour –Plain/Self Raising

Tongs / Spatula

Hair brush & Comb

Mallet

Cooking Oil

Cutting board

Deodorant

Seam sealer

Vegemite

Portable fridge

Shampoo & Conditioner

Tent repair kit

Peanut Butter

Drink container

Mirror

Rake

Tin Food

Flask

Bath towel

Broom / dustpan

Breakfast Cereal

Washing container

Face washer

Door mat for tent

Snacks

Dishwashing liquid

Shaver

Plate drying rack

Shower cap

Tea towels

Cosmetics

BEDDING


MISCELLANEOUS


Sunscreen

Sleeping bags

Portable toilet

Insect repellent

Sleep bag inner sheets

Portable shower

Toilet paper

Air Mattress

Portable wash machine

Tissues

Camp beds

Laundry detergent

Pillows

Portable clothes line

ENTERTAINMENT


Pegs

Recharging Cables

Rechargeable light

Phone

Daypack

Camera

Camp table

Sewing kit

Binoculars

Chairs

Garbage bags

Card games

Camp cupboard

Duct Tape

Books

Camp wardrobe

Bucket

Pens, pencils, paper

Kitchen table

Small shovel

Fishing gear

FURNITURE


Axe / Saw
Insect Spray

NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
of NSW & ACT Inc.
www.nissanpatrolclub.org

The Club Shed

Driver Training

Nissan Trials

Club Trips

