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The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol
4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. The Club and its officers do not expect nor invite any
person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice.
Front Cover: Mark C and his GQ Patrol shorty
crossing one of the many rivers in the Victorian High Country.
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CLUB
WEBSITE
Member’s Zone
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org includes a "Member’s
Zone" with access to details of upcoming trips and other news/information not meant for
public consumption. Club members are issued a username and password to login. If you
have forgotten your login details, please send me an email. Members are encouraged to
login and check the Member's Zone on a regular basis, as plenty of additional club
information is posted up here relating to club trips, social events, technical articles and
general detailed club information.
Club Emails
The club sends out, on average, 2 to 4 emails per month with club related information. Some
months it can be more and other months less. The club relies on these emails as being one
of the key points of communication to all members, and feedback and replies to these emails
is often requested from members.
Quite often many club members do not receive these emails sent out by the club. This is
usually because the emails have been accidently caught in your Spam of Junk folder. If this
is you, I kindly ask you to please check your Spam or Junk folders within your email program
to make sure the emails aren't ending up in them. Please also make sure you don't mark
them as spam, be it accidentally or on purpose.
If you have changed your email address and not updated it with the club, then you also will
not be receiving emails. Please email me your new address so I can update our database
for you. If you do not wish to continue receiving club emails, of you wish to change your
email address, please click on the unsubscribe button/link or the update preferences
button/link that appears at the bottom of all club emails.
Facebook
The club has a Group Facebook page for club members only. It is not open to the general
public. You can request access here: www.facebook.com/groups/NissanPatrolClub/
Kind regards,
Brett – Website & Emails

www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts from
other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming to
give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Although named for the Nissan Patrol, the Club welcomes all
types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellama region near Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping, driver
training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable source of
water for bush fire-fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Easter, Xmas In July and Club Anniversary weekends, and is
available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney, Canberra and surrounding areas.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety
of social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for all
levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour” and
campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a quiet
drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'Clean-Up
Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in their
4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges testing
the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club
is running the Son of Trials at River Island on the first weekend of
November. These events offer standard road registered vehicle
owners, from learner drivers through to experienced 4WD’ers, to
participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune their
skills and the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
For further information about the Club, please go to our website at www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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POSITION VACANT:
EDITOR
Dear Members and Friends,

As we are still in need of a new Editor, if you have an article or trip report to go into the
magazine, please send it to me and I will do what I can to keep the magazine going.
If you would like to know what is involved to be the Editor, please contact me.

Keep On Patrolling!
Tania

Next magazine due on the website 7 July 2017
Printed copies will be ready at the General Meeting on 12 July 2017
Printed copies are only for those who have indicated on their renewal form.
If you wish to receive a printed copy, please speak to the Editor.

All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
or mailed to
The Editor, NPC,
PO Box 249, Five Dock NSW 2046
by 30 June 2017

If you would like to advertise
in this magazine, please contact
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
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Advertising Charges:
Full Page $400 p/a
Half Page $250 p/a
Quarter Page $100 p/a
Business Card $50 p/a
Members Business Card - FREE

The Report from

El-Prez
To all Members, Families, Friends.
Firstly, I would like to thank everybody for their support over the past 12 Months. It has been a
pleasure, and I am honoured to be re-elected as your President for the next 12 months.
Over the next 12 Months, I am formulating key points and tasks that your Committee will be
working on to achieve. To keep you fully informed, the progress results will be discussed at each
General Meeting and Noted in the Minutes as displayed on the Website.
Unfortunately, there are some positions that require filling by our members. Without these
positions filled, it makes the task of the Club all that much harder and the management of your
club becomes restricted. These are not difficult roles and can be very satisfying to be a vital part of
the club’s future. Please give some thought to “If you can Help, and become a part of the
Committee”
Remember, it is your Club and its future is in all our Hearts and Minds.
These are: Membership Secretary, Trip Organiser, Communications Officer, Publicity Officer,
Equipment Officer
As a Member, the Committee is keen to know of your thoughts or ideas.
Some prompts are:
1. What you expect out of the club
2. What you would like to see happen
3. Any trips you wish to Run or be on
4. What improvements or facilities you would like at the Club Land
5. Any ideas you wish to put forward
Remember, the Committee are not always aware of what the Members want, so please voice your
ideas and opinions so we have some feedback to include into the Tasks. You can send these to the
Secretary or me via the clubs email.
Presidents Thought
Our Club has for quite a while been an eclectic of Vehicle Makes / Models / Types / Configurations,
not to mention our members who are a great mix of different people and personalities. With
these combinations, it is no wonder that our Club is so successful and full of Love and Laughter as
the Nissan Family Keep the Dream Alive.
Hope to see you all at the next General Meeting.
Yours in 4WDriving
Ken I
President
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
PO Box 249
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046
Club website: www.nissanpatrolclub.org
ISSN 1446-0718

2017-2018 COMMITTEE MEMBERS,
ASSISTANTS & OFFICE BEARERS
COMMITTEE
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Trip Organiser
Training Co-Ordinator
Land Manager
Editor
Social Convener

Kenneth
Bruce
Gillian
Steven
POSITION VACANT
POSITION VACANT
Chris
Mark
POSITION VACANT
Stephen

ASSISTANTS
Assistant Membership
Assist Training Co-Ord
Assistant Land Manager
Assistant Editor
Assist Social Convener

POSITION VACANT
Christiaan
Scott
POSITION VACANT
Colleen

OFFICE BEARERS
Publicity Officer
Webmaster
Purchasing Officer
Technical Officer
Equipment Officer
Librarian
Sergeant-at-Arms
Auditor/s

POSITION VACANT
Brett
Michael
Ray
TBC Ross
Paul
Wendy
Christoper

SON OF TRIALS COMMITTEE
Trials Co-ordinator
Trials Secretary
Trials Assistant

Chris
Tania
Christopher

Please contact the President if you would like to join the Committee
and have a part in the running of YOUR Club.
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The Club would like to acknowledge and Welcome the following
New Members who have joined us over the last 3 months.
David, Bronwyn & Tiana A
David B & Monica M
Christopher D & Sheryl N
Minhak, Gi Y & Chloe Ara J
Alan & Mona L
Eugene M & Jia L
Jake R
Scott, Maya & Mitchell R
Alexandre, Helene D, Elise & Leandre V
Peter & Helen W
We hope you all have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future.

P&E offer a range of services for your
4WD including:






Log Book Servicing
Pre Trip Checks
Suspension
Intercooler Upgrade Kits
Engine & Drive Line Upgrades
(Diff Locks, Reduction & Overdrive Gears)
 Plus Much More
We are also a retailer for
Mickey Thompson Tyres.

Call us or call in today for a quote or booking.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We wish the following Club Members a very Happy Birthday.
APRIL
1
3
3
5
6
10
10
11
12
13
13
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
20
21
21
23
24
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
28
29
29
30
30
30

Stuart D
Lydia B
Aaron R
Glenn R
Finn D
James S
Betty T
Stephane B
Josie H
Michael L
Sean R
Philippe C
Bonnie D
Rachel G
Lyn L
Judah P
Koby C
Danielle P
Tony A
Margaret B
Ken J
Paul D
Jenny D
Chris C
Mona L
Leo A
Lianne D
Geoff G
Darryl L
Matthew W
Christopher D
Vasko K
Peter F
Cheryl C
Steven S
Laszlo B
Damien C
Veronica K

MAY
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
10
10
11
11
12
14
15
16
18
18
19
20
20
21
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
27
27

Ruth C
Rebecca M
Ray P
Charlotte A
Renee D
Ethan A
Anne R
Isabella O
Jodi S
Nigel D
Chris R
Adam G
Cheryl A
Ethain P
Elise A
Dave C
Rich H
Trevor A
Peter P
Kathryn W
Zara A
Minhak J
Joseph C
Wayne R
Hayley V
Glen T
Brenda D
Garth P
Eugene M
Spencer E
Kellie H
Rollanda R
Tiana A
Antonio F
Monica M
Natasha A
Darren G
Jennifer G

If your birthday is not on this list,
please contact
editior@nissanpatrolclub.org
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29
30
31

Angelo A
Sally R
Maya R

JUNE
3
3
4
6
6
8
9
9
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
13
16
16
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
21
23
24
25
25
27
29
29

Anton A
Mark H
Steve L
Jean-Pierre H
James L
John F
Michael A
Alex C
Amanda D
Christiaan J
Poulis P
Nikola J
Byron S
Michelene F
Jeanette V
Dale W
Colleen I
Lachlan M
Lance M
Ally D
Suzanne P
Helen R
Neil C
Diane P
Allison S
Brett R
Nila D
Helena V
Jason B
Penelope T
Greg C
Steve H
Mitchell R

CLUB AWARDS 2016
Presented by President Ken I
at the General Meeting on 8 March 2017
and
Presented by Driver Training Co-ordinator, Chris C
at Driver Training on 12 March 2017

President's Award

Committee Member of the Year

Brett
M
Tania S

Club Members of the Year

Chris J

Ruth C

Trip Leader of the Year

Trip Report of the Year

Danny
W
Chris C
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CLUB AWARDS 2016
Junior Members of the Year

Fiona S

Paige B & Holly B
Awards accepted by their Grandfather, Chris B

Appreciation Awards

Ray P

Scott S

Ray H

Tim V
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CLUB AWARDS 2016
Appreciation Certificates

Christopher B

Mark C

Scott D

Chris H
Paul W
Wendy Y

Colleen I

Bruce R

Rollanda R & Steven R

Congratulations
to all the
Recipients
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GET TO KNOW ...
Club Member

WENDY Y
BORN:
October, a few decades ago!
LIVES AT: North Ryde
OCCUPATION: Hairdresser, Director of a local Bendigo
Community Bank at Epping, Representative of the
Community Bank National Council, and Chair of
Sydney Metro Community Bank Marketing Cluster,
along with other sub-committee duties.
FAMILY: Hubby – Scott and 2x four-legged fur babies.
PETS: I call them my children. However, some people
may refer to them as Ragdoll cats.
HOBBIES: 4x4, socialising with my friends and cooking. Unfortunately, I am a bit timepoor so I do not do as much as I would like with any of them.
NPC MEMBER SINCE: 2007
CLUB POSITIONS HELD: Sergeant-at-Arms and have been Assistant Social Secretary
in the past.
VEHICLE: 2002 Grey Nissan Patrol GU 4.2 Turbo Diesel
TYRES: Mickey Thompson 33” MTZ’s
MODIFICATIONS: 2” lift, dual wheel carrier, roof top camper, light bar, centre overhead
consul, storage cage system including floor, GPS Polaris system, back lighting and
some other modifications to the panel work that the husband did while driving on our
snow trip last year!
FUTURE MODS: long range tank, winch and vinyl wrap if I win lotto.
FIRST VEHICLE:
A blue Ford escort sports model was my very first car. Lucky for me I
was going out with a diesel mechanic as it was a bomb that looked good!
PAST VEHICLES:
a silver Ford Meteor, red Toyota Corolla Seca hatch back, White
Toyota Camry station wagon.
OTHER VEHICLE: Mazda 6 station wagon in addition to my 4x4.
DREAM VEHICLE: for 4x4 I have got. I will replace the motor when it dies unless the
greenies ban us. I would vinyl wrap it in lime green and call it my green machine!
TENT OR TOW: Both. We have a Black Wolf 2
room tent, a Maggiolina Roof top tent and
a Kimberly Camper. So it depends on where
we are going and for how long.
If it’s an over nightery we use the roof top.
If we base camp depending on whether the
car has to be in a carpark away from us the
tent or the Kimberly.
FIRST CLUB TRIP: Colo power line track
FAVOURITE TRIP: High Country
MOST VISITED PLACE: River Island and
Frasier Island.

High Country Snow Trip

13

WORST TRIP: This depends on the definition.
My definition is not getting to drive for the day
when it’s my turn to drive. We have been
reasonably lucky to not have any major incidents
with the car. However, on a trip to Tassie a few
years ago, I had to play Brake Car for Dave P with
Chris C and a rock that flew up from Dave’s car
cracked my wind screen.
Tasmania

Scott and I do not always take two cars on long trip. We share the driving. One of us does the first
half and the other does the second half. Or one day Scott drives and the next day I drive.
On this day, it was my turn to drive. We had just started on the Balfour track on the West Coast of
Tassie when Dave drowned his car. Dave’s only snorkel was the type that goes on your head with
a mask! He was the 3rd car in the convoy with me behind.
Scott waded into the awful smelling swamp water
attaching the snatch strap to Dave’s car so that I
could snatch him back out of the water
backwards. The first cars were already on the
other side. I wasn’t too happy when Scott used
my towel to join the snatch straps together as my
towel would never be the same. I was lacking a
washing machine and hand washing didn’t quite
cut it to get the mud out of it!
Watching from the drivers as Dave opened his
Victorian High Country
was the only funny part of the day. A sea of water
came out. I wished that I had a camera. I was expecting to see a fish or two flow from it!
As you can imagine the car was now dead which meant that we had to get it back to the camp site
about 50kms where a tow truck could pick it up. To do this Chris C had a snatch strap to tow him
and I had a snatch strap so that I could become his brake on the downhill runs. This was an
interesting trip home as I had to keep the tension just right to prevent the strap from dragging on
the ground and snapping as it was rocky track home and I certainly did want my strap damaged.
As well! It was during the trip back only being one snatch length behind that a rock flew up and
cracked my windscreen. Lucky for me that it didn’t smash it however, it was interesting every day
watching it grow. We finished our trip having a great time with good company and the windscreen
was replaced after we got home.
FUTURE TRIPS: High Country, Kimberly’s WA and a snow trip.
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE CLUB DO IN THE FUTURE?
Grow and have a bit more cleaning up
around the main tracks in to lessen the
chance of bush fire.
WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME.
A great place to meet and develop good
friendships and 4x4 skills so that trips are
more enjoyable. Also, being able to help
others in having a better time 4-wheel
driving.
Stockton Beach
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THE SCOREBOARD
AS AT 3 APRIL 2017

NRL FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION
PLACE

YOUR
TEAM

NAME

POINTS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Paul W
Steve R
Bruce R
David K
Tommy K
Jake R
Glenn S

56
52
50
50
50
50
48

8
9

Chris B
Chris R

48
48

10
11

Harry B
Darren G

48
48

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Maya R
Mitch R
Scott S
Peter C
Mark C
Sharon R
Tania S
Susan R

48
48
46
46
46
46
44
44

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Tony A
Tracy K
Jazzy K
Iro S
Rollanda R
Fiona S
Scott R

44
44
44
42
42
40
40

27

Margaret B

38
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NRL FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION
28
29
30
31

Dave C
Trevor W
Rhiannon T
Glen T

38
34
34
32

NRL TABLE
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Melbourne Storm
St George Dragons
Sydney Roosters
Nth Qld Cowboys
Manly Sea Eagles
Cronulla Sharks
Canberra Raiders
Penrith Panthers

10
9
Brisbane Broncos
8
10 Parramatta Eels
8
11 Sth Sydney Rabbitohs
8
12 Canterbury Bulldogs
6
13 New Zealand Warriors
6
14 Gold Coast Titans
4
15 Newcastle Knights
4
16 Wests Tigers
AS AT 3 APRIL 2017

Bell Canvas Australia Pty Ltd takes pride
in producing high quality Australian made
canvas products to suit any commercial
& domestic use.
Choose from a wide variety of products
available or we can custom make
to suit your needs.
Gate 2, 83 Mandalong Close,
Orchard Hills 2748
Phone: 9832 1955

tim@bellcanvas.com.au

www.bellcanvas.com.au
www.facebook.com/bellcanvasaustralia
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4
4
4
4
4
2
2
2

 Camper Tops
 Ute Covers
 Shades Sails
 Annexes
 Awnings
 PVC Welding
 Marquees
 Blinds
 Tarps
 Repairs
 Custom Made
 Quality
Materials
 Accessories
 Free Quote
 Friendly
Service
Contact:
Tim Deegan
(Manager)

DRIVER TRAINING
With Chris C
Driver Training Co-ordinator

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics teach you practical driving over a variety of terrain and obstacles. Our courses are
Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery,
and many more.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Basic Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Basic Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any Basic Driver
Training Sunday at the Club Land. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members
attending and revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and
more enjoyable activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With
Mark S
Land Manager

Scott D
Assistant Manager

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees usually
have very little work and then you are free to do whatever you want. Regular working bees are held
to help with land maintenance.
At the Land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, collect and cut up firewood, then have a chat around the
fireplace and an excellent Saturday night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
Please consider helping out at the land, and contact the Land Managers to enable them to organise
work activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.
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The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
Easter Weekend at the Land
Friday, 14 April to
Monday, 17 April 2017
Come to the Land and enjoy the benefits of what your
Club has to offer for a fun-filled and relaxing weekend.
There are plenty of things to do or you can do nothing at all.
It’s right in the middle of School Holidays, so you can get
there days earlier and leave days later.
Movies for young and old will be shown each night.
Take a trip to Stuart's Crossing, with camping/picnic
grounds and swimming in the Shoalhaven River.
Try panning for gold at Oallen Ford.
Saturday Night you can go for dinner at the Loaded Dog.
On Sunday, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt
for the children.
Children can bring their bikes and ride the many tracks
at the land. Check out the Country Markets happening
somewhere around the district, or go shopping in Goulburn.
Use the land as a base, to visit Canberra, Moss Vale or
explore the Southern Highlands.
There is no cost for the weekend – just come down and enjoy
a weekend of camping with friends! You can invite other
family and friends along and let them see what
the Club has to offer.
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SON OF TRIALS
Since the early 1990's,
the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
was host to the annual
Nissan Trials, which was an
inter-club challenge testing
the driving skills of both
individuals and teams, and
was one of the biggest
events in the 4WD calendar.
More recently,
we have implemented the
SON OF TRIALS,
which is a friendly
competition designed
for standard and
slightly modified 4WD's,
with the emphasis on fun
competition rather than
hard-core action.
The event is held at
River Island near Mittagong
on the first weekend
of November.
For further information
and entry details,
check the Club Calendar at
www.nissanpatrolclub.org

Photos by Maarten V
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CLUB CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays
to help with your holiday planning.

APRIL 2017
Sun 2nd

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS

Fri 7th to
Sun 9th

Tuff Truck Challenge:
Welsh’s Road, Milbrodale near Bulga www.tufftruck.com.au/

Sat 8th to
Sun 9th

WOMBEYAN CAVES PIZZA NIGHT:
A camping weekend at Wombeyan Caves. Explore the caves, go for a bush walk or
just sit and relax in this beautiful setting. Saturday night is Pizza night where Harry will
be cooking up for everyone. Please bring a bag of wood for the fire. Camping fees
apply – see website for details.

Sat 8th to
Tues 25th

NSW School Holidays

Wed 12th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri 14th to
Mon 17th

EASTER ON THE LAND: See Flyer.
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land. There will
be some short trips available around the local area exploring the
Southern Highlands or you can drive some of the many tracks
on the Land. Use the Land as a base to visit Canberra,
Goulburn or Moss Vale areas. Then sit back and relax with a
movies in the shed at night.

Sat 22nd to
Sun 23rd

DRIVER TRAINING: Basic Modules 1, 2 & 3.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on a
Club trip.

Tues 25th

Tues 25th to
Wed 3rd May

ANZAC Day

Caravan, Camping, 4wd & Holiday Supershow:
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse www.supershow.com.au/
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FALL
BACK

Wed 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 29th to
Sun 30th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.
.

May 2017
Wed 10th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 13th to
Sun 14th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on a Club
trip.

Sun 21st

TLCC Swap Meet:
Held at Revesby South Public School, Henry Lawson Drive, Milperra. Entry via Vega St.
Gates open at 7.30am. Small charge per adult. Be early to get the bargains.
www.tlcc.com.au

Wed 24th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
All members welcome!

Fri 26th to
Sun 28th

Hunter Valley Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Maitland Showground, Bloomfield Street. www.ruralscene.com.au/

Sat 27th to
Sun 28th

LAND CLEARING WORKING BEE:
All help is needed with the clearing of fallen trees down on our Land.
Please bring chainsaws, gloves, drag chains, etc. Great camping
and socialising also available.

June 2017
Sat 10th to
Mon 12th

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club Land. Drive around the
land during the day and see the local sites, have Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch a
movie or two on Sunday.

Wed 14th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
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Sat 17th to
Sun 18th

Thur, 22nd June
to
Sun, 16th July

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a Club trip.

EARLY DRY ON CAPE YORK PENINSULA:
Meeting in Cairns, driving to Cooktown, Bloomfield Track, Lion's Den, Hope Vale &
Elim, then Cape Melville. Through Lakefield NP, then Coen, Archer River, Iron Range
NP and the Lockhart River, Chilli Beach and Cape Weymouth. Then on to the
Frenchman's Track to Batavia Downs, then north through Moreton Telegraph Station
and Bramwell Junction. Then the OTT and the Jardine River.
The return journey will take us to Vrilya and Captain Billy Landing, then rejoin the OTT
after Gunshot. West to Weipa, Mungkan Kandju NP, Laura via Coen, Musgrave &
Hann River Roadhouses. Then Palmer River Goldfields, Maytown Ruins and Mareeba.
Then Atherton or Cairns to end the trip around 11th July - your choice.
Full details on the Club website.

Sat 24th to
Sun 25th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Wed 28th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

July 2017
Sat 1st to
Sun 16th

NSW School Holidays

Wed 12th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING: Advanced Recovery.
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a Club trip.

Wed 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 29th to
Sun 30th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our Land. Great camping and socialising.
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August 2017
Wed 9th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri, 11th to
Sun 13th

Mid North Coast Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Wauchope Showground, Beechwood Road
www.ruralscene.com.au

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a Club trip.

Wed 23rd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 26th to
Sun 27th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our Land.

September 2017
Thur, 7th to
Sun, 10th

Penrith Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Penrith Panthers Exhibition Centre
www.penrith.supershow.com.au/

Wed 13th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri, 15th to
Sun, 17th

Orana Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Dubbo Showground, Cnr Fitzroy & Wingewarra Street
www.ruralscene.com.au

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a Club trip.

Sat 23rd to
Sun 8 Oct

Wed 27th

Sat 30th to
Sun 1st Oct

NSW School Holidays

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our Land.
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October 2017
Sat 30th Sept to
Mon, 2nd Oct

LONG WEEKEND AT THE LAND:
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club Land. Drive around the
land during the day and see the local sites, have Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch
a movie or two on Sunday

Sat 30th Sept to
Mon, 2nd Oct

Willowglen 4x4 Challenge
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au

SPRING
FORWARD

Sun, 1st

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS

Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Thur, 12th to
Sun. 15th

Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

4WD & Adventure Show:
Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek - www.4wdshow.com.au/
Once again, our club will have a stand at this year's show. We are now looking for
volunteers to help with set-up on Thursday and to man the stand for the following
3 days.
DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going on
a Club trip.

Wed 25th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 28th to
Sun 29th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our Land. Great camping and socialising.

November 2017
Fri, 3rd to
Sun 5th

SON OF TRIALS: TO BE CONFIRMED
IT’S BACK BECAUSE YOU WANTED IT!
Although it is still in the planning stage, all members are asked to help at this event held
at River Island. More details soon.

Wed 8th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri, 10th to
Sun, 12th

South Coast Caravan Camping & Holiday Expo:
McKay Park, Batemans Bay - www.southcoast.supershow.com.au/
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Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going
on a Club trip.

Wed 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

December 2017
Sat 2nd to
Sun 3rd

CHRISTMAS PARTY WEEKEND:
A fun family weekend at Toowoon Bay Holiday Park,
1 Koongara Street, Toowoon Bay. Powered camp sites start
from $38 for two nights for two people. Camp kitchen, pool,
jumping pillow, playground and a short walk to the beach.
Caravans & campers welcome.
.

Wed 13th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
A short meeting followed by a social Christmas get together.
Bring a plate of nibbles to share.

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Basic Driver Training course before going
on a Club trip.

Sat 16th to
Mon 29th Jan

NSW School Holidays

2018
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TASMANIA: TRIP LEADER WANTED
A trip leader is wanted to take a group to Tasmania and you will have the input to
decide when and where you want to go.

JUNE/JULY 2018
KIMBERLEY REGION, WA:
Grade C/B: We are seeking members who would be interested in doing a 6 week trip
to this region in 2018. This trip is still in the very early stages of planning, but will start
and finish in Alice Springs or Kununurra.
A general itinerary is: Alice Springs to Halls Creek via Tanami Track, to Kununurra
along the Gt Northern Highway (black top), stopping at Bungle Bungles.
From Kununurra to Broome via Gibb River Road, stopping at El Questro, Home Valley,
Mitchell Plateau, Kalumburu, Walcott Inlet, Tunnel Ck, Windjana Gorge, Derby,
Broome, Cape Leveque, Fitzroy Crossing, then returning to Alice Springs along the
Tanami.

Got a free weekend, try one of these:
If you are thinking of going on
a day or weekend trip,
but not sure where you would like to go,
here are some ideas from the book
"4WD TREKS CLOSE TO SYDNEY".
River Crossing

Beach Run

Newnes
Stockton Beach - The Bridle Track
The Hunter Region - Baal Bone Gap - Chichester Forest
Tianjara Fire Trail - Jenolan to Wombeyan Caves - Abercrombie Trek
Dixons Long Point - Barrington Tops - Sunny Corner Trek
Watagan Mountains - Yengo National Park
Turon River
If you still can't decide on where to go,
try opening a map,
close your eyes and point a finger.
It is all there just waiting
for you to explore.
Red Desert Sand

Lush Green Rainforest

Our Trip Organiser can help you with information and maps.
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip
Leaders. Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features, walks
or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends from
the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as much as
you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour, river
cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser

Cheers,

Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip
a few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where
mobile phones don’t work.
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IMPORTANT NOTE:
Personal Information Forms must be filled out, put in a sealed envelope
and placed in your vehicles glove box for ALL TRIPS.
Forms must be filled out for every person on the trip.
These forms will only be used if you are in a medical emergency.
Longer trips for a week or more, forms must be filled out in triplicate.
The first copy is to be held in your own vehicle.
The second copy is to be held by the lead vehicle.
The third copy is to be held by another vehicle in your convoy.
These forms will be handed back at the end of your trip.
It is also very important that the Trip Leader make sure
this is done before heading off on your trip.
Please remind the Trip Leader if nothing is said.
Personal Information Forms can be found on the Club’s Website.
(To find these forms on the Website, go to Member’s Zone,
Click on “Online Forms”, then “Personal Information Form”,
Then click on the link to download.)

“We want you to enjoy your trip,
but your safety comes first.“

TOP TIP:
New information on how to treat
a snake/spider bite.
1

2

Place a stone or stick on the bite
then put on a compression
bandage. Immobilise as much of
the limb as possible. Seek
medical assistance immediately.
(Call 000 in Australia).

3

4

Doctor can then cut a hole in the
bandage where the stone or stick
is, leaving the rest of compression
bandage intact to reduce the
spread of the venom.

Thanks to Fiona and Sneaky the Plastic Snake.
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TRIP CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching
and/or towing will almost definitely be required. Participants will be
required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment. The
trip leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is
considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some
winching and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of this
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most
circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to
base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination.

UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION
USED FOR

CHANNEL/S

COMMENTS

Calling
(Established by law)

11

To call or locate another station. Parties then switch to a conversation
channel.

Conversations

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work. Receives on
channels 1-8. Transmits on channels 31-38 automatically. When
within range of a repeater, it will increase the communication
difference. Operation in simplex mode on these channels is not
permitted when in range of a repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two channels.
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CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should
only call on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any
other person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the
previous vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following
vehicle, especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details
of their intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated
position in the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that
vehicle slows down and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in
the convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This
is the signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in
the convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the
convoy after ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the
rescue operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are
particularly asked to keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.
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Trip Report

Victorian High Country
4 – 11 February 2017
Trip Leader:
Participants:

Mark C
Karen F
Peter P & Peter R
Dave P
Matt W
Tony & Madlin

Patrol
Prado
Patrol
Pathfinder
Patrol
Patrol

Saturday 4/2/17
With feelings of excitement, adventure and with some disappointment that Anne couldn't
be with me, I headed off from Canberra on Saturday morning packed to the gunnels to
meet with five other club members in Jindabyne for a weeks’ touring around the Victorian
High Country. Trip leader Mark met us at Nuggets crossing after having done a 13km walk
from the top of the Thredbo chairlift to Mt Kosciusko the day before.
After a pie and introductions, we headed down the Alpine Way to Tom Groggin, leaving
fording the Murray River till the morning. A cool dip in the river with beer in hand was a
welcome and refreshing way to end the day. The March flies started dinner without us,
prompting a retreat to the camp and donning of more suitable clothing and insecticide.
Kangaroos at the campground were very friendly, one coming right up to the circle of
chairs around the campfire to enquire as to our disposition towards donating a bite to eat.
Unfortunately, he had to leave unsatisfied.

Sunday 5/2/17
Up bright and early Sunday morning and we headed off across the river to have a butchers
at Dogman’s (Darkies) Hut, before skirting Masters Paddock and heading up the Mt
Pinnibar Track to Mt Pinnibar. Morning tea was had on the way surrounded by glorious
eucalypts and bushland. I took the opportunity to check in with the better half from the
peak with two bars of Telstra 3G available.
We enjoyed lunch on the Mt Gibbo Track at Mt Anderson though the rain and wind started
to make things a little uncomfortable, and so we headed off to Mt Gibbo to add our stones
to the cairn someone had built on the peak. Taking the Buenba Road we stopped on the
way to check out Buenba Flat Campground, then continued on via Buenba Gap, Long
Gully and Beloka Road. We took an unscheduled diversion down Heaney's Lane to
investigate a "Historical Marker", which tuned out to be a plaque outside a fenced off
paddock explaining the history of the homestead that once stood with the stone chimney
that was just visible across the paddock.
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Following Limestone Road we ended the day at Native Dog campground where we met up
with Karen who was joining us for a few days.

Monday 6/2/17
The rain continued on Monday morning meaning a wet pack up and rethink of the days
activities. We made a small diversion east on Limestone Rd to have a look at Rogers Hut,
before heading west down the Nunniong Road.
Morning tea at the Limestone Road / Nunniong Road intersection before heading up
Brumby Hill and through the mist on the escarpment as we headed south – a truly eerie
experience.
We followed Flinns Rd to Moscow Villa, a lovely hut with very nice fireplace and even a
mezzanine. Then on to Bentley Plains for Lunch. This was going to be the nights stop
before the rain changed our plans, so we re-joined the Nunniong Rd via Bentleys Rd and
headed back up the hill with a stop at the Washington Steam Winch, before following the
escarpment through lush alpine forests down to Tongio Camp and Swifts Creek for a night
at the caravan park with hot showers.
Some of the group decided a stay at the hotel was a better option though were
disappointed to find the pub closed on Monday nights. Camping at the caravan park was
very comfortable, sites were on the river and the hot showers were heavenly. Happy hour
was had in the sheltered communal area with a fireplace and dry wood adding comfort to
what has been a rather wet day.
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Tuesday 7/2/17
Pies were had from the Swifts Creek bakery for brekky (very nice) before heading off via
Brookville Rd to Angora Range Road for a scenic - and low risk given the wet weather drive to Wattle Circle. On the way, we passed on the opportunity to investigate a hut
surrounded by blackberry bushes which could be seen from the road near the Charlotte
Spur Track, as no one had a machete, nor felt like shredding themselves to get near it.
Tony reported a very nice campground near the Devils Backbone on the Tambo River, but
it wasn't that time of day yet, so we continued on via Sandy Creek Rd, Wattle Hill Rd and
some fairly relaxed cattle to Buchan, where the Peters took off like rats out of an aqueduct
to the pub - which wasn't closed - for a counter meal.
Continuing north east initially following the Buchan River then turning north to cross Mt
McLeod, we came across workers clearing the land beside the track with a nasty looking
piece of machinery that shredded small trees. Further on up the narrow mountain road at
the top of the hill we passed forestry operations to descend a rather slippery track still
affected by the rain towards our Snowy River crossing at Jacksons Crossing.
The last section of the track through private land proved to be a challenging and slippery
descent. With the rear of the vehicles trying to overtake the front a small burst of
acceleration was necessary to keep things as they should be. Following the wheel ruts
proved to be the best option.
Having located the crossing at the river, we made camp on the other side a shade further
on. With no facilities, it was time to drag out the tooty seat and change shelter I had
initially packed for Anne (but secretly forgot to take out). The sandy soil proved to be too
much for the tiny little legs of the seat, but Mark came to the rescue with his thunder box
which he had apparently bought at a camping store in Cooma.
Valliant attempts were made by yours truly at a fire for the evening with much
encouragement from Dave, though sadly the timber was just a little too wet and bed time
came early.

Wednesday 8/2/17
With the day being made a rest day, I personally decided a sleep in was in order before
some less than compassionate individuals decided that I needed to get up at the crack of
10am!!
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Dave was having battery problems with his fridge and CPAP machine drawing the last out
of his starting and auxiliary batteries. He elected to head home, and so, with Mark in
escort, headed off to join the main road.
The remaining crew spent the day swimming, reading, and I reconstructed the toot after it
had been blown over - read into this what you will, but I stand by my construction methods
and certificate of occupancy!
Happy hour catering was a group affair including my first attempt at a camp oven savoury
damper which whilst a little on the well done side was still edible.
Tony and Madlin disappeared for a while and returned with a lovely chocolate birthday
cake for Pete Ryan complete with candles. Having made short work of the sumptuous
fare, we all relaxed after a lovely day around a roaring fire thanks to Mark for the dry
firewood and Tony’s pyro manic tendencies.

Thursday 9/2/17
On the road again, and after a short stop at Hicks Camp with its band new shiny national
parks toilet, we headed up Mt Abby on the way to Deddicks Track. Morning tea was had
just off the road at the Yalmy River crossing where we were passed by another two 4WDs
who turned out to be following the same route. We returned the favour and passed the
other duo a bit further down the road having their morning tea.
After a climb and traverse on the Yalmy Road between the Snowy River National Park and
State Forest, we turned on to the Deddick Track. Following the Deddicks Track to the
peak of Mt Joan whose trig marker must have been a bit shy as it was discovered hiding in
the forest by Mark, we stopped at the peak, letting the other group past whilst we had
lunch.
Tackling the steps down the other side of Mt Joan should apparently not be done in the
wet, but luckily the track had dried out sufficiently by this time and the descent was without
incident.
We followed the Deddick Track past Compressor Corner to the peak of Mount Gelantipy
through beautiful ferny ravines and huge gums.
Coming to a halt at the top of Mt Gelantipy Mark called up the chainsaw to deal with a tree
across the track, not mentioning that it was the size of a house. So a bypass track which
had been apparently made by the group ahead was taken with some slipping and sliding
but without the need for the recovery equipment to come out of its nice warm and dry
storage bins.
Joining McKillops Road at the end of the Deddicks Track we headed west to cross the
McKillop Bridge which had been built in the 1930’s only to be knocked over by a flood
shortly before its opening ceremony, and rebuilt an additional 5m taller as a result.
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The campground at McKillop Bridge was on a bit too much of a slope with no flat ground
available, so we headed further west on McKillop Road to the Little River Junction (4WD
only access) campground to find one of the group we’d been leapfrogging earlier in the
day stuck off the track half way down to the river. His Triton had broken down and
wouldn’t start so his mate had gone off to find mobile coverage to call the RACQ. We left
him sipping a beer and with a few things to check, and headed off to set up camp.
Monitoring the radio we heard later in the evening that they had managed to get help.
The camp ground was very nice set up from the river with toilets, fire pits and tables. The
weather was quite warm and so it was off down to the river for a swim.

Friday 10/2/17
In the morning after breakfast Tony, Madlin and the two Peters headed off for home. A
check under the hood ended up taking longer than expected as my radiator cap decided to
fall down into an inaccessible location inside the front of the car, necessitating a minor
disassembly whilst being attacked by angry ants. We finally got away and headed up
McKillop Road to the Little River Gorge lookout which was quite spectacular and worth the
short downhill walk from the car park, though the seemingly not so short uphill walk back
was another story.
Heading back eastwards on McKillop Road across the bridge and through the Deddick
Valley, we decided to take a bypass through the countryside to Amboyne Crossing where
we had morning tea next to the Tingaringy Creek.
Continuing on McKillop Road following the Deddick River to Bonang, we diverted to
Bendoc in search of fuel for the next days exploring, but the fuel pump at Bendoc looked
like something out of American Pickers and so after deciding that we (I) had enough on
board, we headed down to spend the night at the Delegate River (trickle) Campground on
the Bendoc Orbost Road.
On the way, we stopped to look at the Delegate River diversion tunnel which gold
prospectors had cut through the rock in the 1860’s removing around 1000 tonnes of rock in
order to work the river bed on a horseshoe bend of the river.
As it turned out the campground was closed due to “hazardous trees” but camping was
allowed in the picnic area which had facilities, fire pits and tables, and just enough space
for a couple of tents.
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Saturday 11/2/17
After a hearty breakfast Mark and I headed down the Errinundra Road to explore the
Errinundra Saddle Rainforest Walk. Huge Gums and Sassafras Trees towered over the
ferny undergrowth, and Parks Victoria signs provided an insight into the ancient history of
the area and various plant species. It seemed as if a dinosaur was about to jump out from
the undergrowth.
Late morning saw us heading up the Gunmark and Clarkeville Roads amidst tall trees and
forest tracks skirted by yellow flowers – probably dandelions, but a pleasant view
nonetheless. We stopped to explore the remnants of the Victoria Star Mine and almost
missed the ruins of an old stamper (battery) and what appeared to be timber supports
amidst a huge tailings heap lying just beside the road.
A bit further on towards Bendoc we diverted from the Clarkeville Road to investigate
Wilsons Hut where we came across a couple of caravaners taking it easy in the shade by
the hut. The area around the hut has been cleared and makes for a lovely camp, and the
hut itself is in very good condition thanks apparently to the efforts of the huts association.
Our eyes were drawn to one of the caravaners tow vehicles, a heavily modified GQ Patrol
which apparently had started its life red, but had been converted into a matt black “mad
max vehicle” to quote the owner. He was apparently worried about the police defecting
sharp protrusions and so had virtually enclosed the vehicle in rubber strips and black
checker plate plastic, and replaced the pillars with steel sheet adding about 800kgs to the
GVM and apparently a built in roll bar?.
Heading off with a new dimension added to our knowledge of the human psyche, we
continued on to Bendoc to air up, and then to Delegate for a counter lunch before saying
our goodbyes and heading off, me towards home and Mark down the coast for a night or
two before returning to Sydney.
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Wrap-up
A lovely trip taking in some of the many features of the Victorian High Country from
mountain peaks to river valleys, rainforests, and historical sites. Great camaraderie and a
few challenging tracks in between swims in mountain rivers. Thanks to Mark for
organising the trip and to the participants for their company.
Matt W

Tvan Camper Trailer Sales & Hire
Contact us:
 To hire a fully equipped Tvan off road camper trailer
 For a demonstration of the Tvan
 To talk about buying a Tvan
Dealer for:
 Track Trailer, Melbourne
Visit us in Canberra or at a caravan & camping show
Check our website for details
INDEPENDENT TRAILERS
ABN: 34 102 155 962

Peter and Catherine, 0412 866 375
www.independenttrailers.com.au
info@independenttrailers.com.au
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Working Bee at the Land
25 & 26 March 2017
Day 1: Cutting up logs and putting them into position to divert the running rain water from
filling up the wombat holes driver training track. A little fun was had along with the work
with a certain big kid showing the little kids how it’s done.
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Council Workers

Tree Stabilisers

It started to rain, so the camera was put away for the moment, but stopped in time to
check the yabby traps at the dam.
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Day 2: Moving rocks from the main track and relocating them in the rock gully driver
training track. Three trailer loads later and the job was done. The April Driver Training
weekend is going to be worth watching.

Not impressed, mum!
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A huge “Thank You” to everyone who helped over the course of the weekend.
A lot of work was done in a short amount of time
with the help of the following:

Chris C
Mark S
Matthew W
Tony S
Kevin R
Tim V
Alan & Mona L
Carlos D
Ray P with Poulos & Ethain
Roelof D with Bobby
Stephane Blaise & Elise Armand
Tania, Fiona & Scott S
Chris & Rachel G with Rhiannon, Esther & Felicity
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Special Feature
HENRY LAWSON
BORN: 17 JUNE 1867
We all know the Hotel, but did you know that it was named after the short story
"The Loaded Dog" by Henry Lawson who would be celebrating his 150th birthday.

The Loaded Dog
by Henry Lawson
First Published in 1901
Dave Regan, Jim Bently, and Andy Page were sinking a shaft at Stony Creek in search of a rich gold quartz
reef which was supposed to exist in the vicinity. There is always a rich reef supposed to exist in the vicinity;
the only questions are whether it is ten feet or hundreds beneath the surface, and in which direction. They
had struck some pretty solid rock, also water which kept them baling. They used the old-fashioned blastingpowder and time-fuse. They’d make a sausage or cartridge of blasting-powder in a skin of strong calico or
canvas, the mouth sewn and bound round the end of the fuse; they’d dip the cartridge in melted tallow to
make it water-tight, get the drill-hole as dry as possible, drop in the cartridge with some dry dust, and wad and
ram with stiff clay and broken brick. Then they’d light the fuse and get out of the hole and wait. The result
was usually an ugly pot-hole in the bottom of the shaft and half a barrow-load of broken rock.
There was plenty of fish in the creek, fresh-water bream, cod, cat-fish, and tailers. The party were fond of
fish, and Andy and Dave of fishing. Andy would fish for three hours at a stretch if encouraged by a ‘nibble’ or
a ‘bite’ now and then—say once in twenty minutes. The butcher was always willing to give meat in exchange
for fish when they caught more than they could eat; but now it was winter, and these fish wouldn’t bite.
However, the creek was low, just a chain of muddy water-holes, from the hole with a few bucketfuls in it to the
sizable pool with an average depth of six or seven feet, and they could get fish by baling out the smaller holes
or muddying up the water in the larger ones till the fish rose to the surface. There was the cat-fish, with
spikes growing out of the sides of its head, and if you got pricked you’d know it, as Dave said. Andy took off
his boots, tucked up his trousers, and went into a hole one day to stir up the mud with his feet, and he knew
it. Dave scooped one out with his hand and got pricked, and he knew it too; his arm swelled, and the pain
throbbed up into his shoulder, and down into his stomach too, he said, like a toothache he had once, and kept
him awake for two nights—only the toothache pain had a ‘burred edge’, Dave said.
Dave got an idea.
‘Why not blow the fish up in the big water-hole with a cartridge?’ he said. ‘I’ll try it.’
He thought the thing out and Andy Page worked it out. Andy usually put Dave’s theories into practice if they
were practicable, or bore the blame for the failure and the chaffing of his mates if they weren’t.
He made a cartridge about three times the size of those they used in the rock. Jim Bently said it was big
enough to blow the bottom out of the river. The inner skin was of stout calico; Andy stuck the end of a six-foot
piece of fuse well down in the powder and bound the mouth of the bag firmly to it with whipcord. The idea
was to sink the cartridge in the water with the open end of the fuse attached to a float on the surface, ready
for lighting. Andy dipped the cartridge in melted bees’-wax to make it water-tight. ‘We’ll have to leave it
some- time before we light it,’ said Dave, ‘to give the fish time to get over their scare when we put it in, and
come nosing round again; so we’ll want it well water-tight.’
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Round the cartridge, Andy, at Dave’s suggestion, bound a strip of sail canvas—that they used for making
water-bags—to increase the force of the explosion, and round that he pasted layers of stiff brown paper—on
the plan of the sort of fireworks we called ‘gun-crackers’. He let the paper dry in the sun, then he sewed a
covering of two thicknesses of canvas over it, and bound the thing from end to end with stout fishing-line.
Dave’s schemes were elaborate, and he often worked his inventions out to nothing. The cartridge was rigid
and solid enough now—a formidable bomb; but Andy and Dave wanted to be sure. Andy sewed on another
layer of canvas, dipped the cartridge in melted tallow, twisted a length of fencing-wire round it as an
afterthought, dipped it in tallow again, and stood it carefully against a tent-peg, where he’d know where to find
it, and wound the fuse loosely round it. Then he went to the camp-fire to try some potatoes which were
boiling in their jackets in a billy, and to see about frying some chops for dinner. Dave and Jim were at work in
the claim that morning.
They had a big black young retriever dog—or rather an overgrown pup, a big, foolish, four-footed mate, who
was always slobbering round them and lashing their legs with his heavy tail that swung round like a stockwhip. Most of his head was usually a red, idiotic, slobbering grin of appreciation of his own silliness. He
seemed to take life, the world, his two-legged mates, and his own instinct as a huge joke. He’d retrieve
anything: he carted back most of the camp rubbish that Andy threw away. They had a cat that died in hot
weather, and Andy threw it a good distance away in the scrub; and early one morning the dog found the cat,
after it had been dead a week or so, and carried it back to camp, and laid it just inside the tent-flaps, where it
could best make its presence known when the mates should rise and begin to sniff suspiciously in the sickly
smothering atmosphere of the summer sunrise. He used to retrieve them when they went in swimming; he’d
jump in after them, and take their hands in his mouth, and try to swim out with them, and scratch their naked
bodies with his paws. They loved him for his good-heartedness and his foolishness, but when they wished to
enjoy a swim they had to tie him up in camp.
He watched Andy with great interest all the morning making the cartridge, and hindered him considerably,
trying to help; but about noon he went off to the claim to see how Dave and Jim were getting on, and to come
home to dinner with them. Andy saw them coming, and put a panful of mutton-chops on the fire. Andy was
cook to-day; Dave and Jim stood with their backs to the fire, as Bushmen do in all weathers, waiting till dinner
should be ready. The retriever went nosing round after something he seemed to have missed.
Andy's brain still worked on the cartridge; his eye was caught by the glare of an empty kerosene-tin lying in
the bushes, and it struck him that it wouldn’t be a bad idea to sink the cartridge packed with clay, sand, or
stones in the tin, to increase the force of the explosion. He may have been all out, from a scientific point of
view, but the notion looked all right to him. Jim Bently, by the way, wasn’t interested in their ‘damned
silliness’. Andy noticed an empty treacle-tin—the sort with the little tin neck or spout soldered on to the top
for the convenience of pouring out the treacle—and it struck him that this would have made the best kind of
cartridge-case: he would only have had to pour in the powder, stick the fuse in through the neck, and cork
and seal it with bees’-wax. He was turning to suggest this to Dave, when Dave glanced over his shoulder to
see how the chops were doing—and bolted. He explained afterwards that he thought he heard the pan
spluttering extra, and looked to see if the chops were burning. Jim Bently looked behind and bolted after
Dave. Andy stood stock-still, staring after them.
‘Run, Andy! run!’ they shouted back at him. ‘Run!!! Look behind you, you fool!’ Andy turned slowly and
looked, and there, close behind him, was the retriever with the cartridge in his mouth—wedged into his
broadest and silliest grin. And that wasn’t all. The dog had come round the fire to Andy, and the loose end of
the fuse had trailed and waggled over the burning sticks into the blaze; Andy had slit and nicked the firing
end of the fuse well, and now it was hissing and spitting properly.
Andy’s legs started with a jolt; his legs started before his brain did, and he made after Dave and Jim. And
the dog followed Andy.
Dave and Jim were good runners—Jim the best—for a short distance; Andy was slow and heavy, but he had
the strength and the wind and could last. The dog leapt and capered round him, delighted as a dog could be
to find his mates, as he thought, on for a frolic. Dave and Jim kept shouting back, ‘Don’t foller us! don’t foller
us, you coloured fool!’ but Andy kept on, no matter how they dodged. They could never explain, any more
than the dog, why they followed each other, but so they ran, Dave keeping in Jim’s track in all its turnings,
Andy after Dave, and the dog circling round Andy—the live fuse swishing in all directions and hissing and
spluttering and stinking. Jim yelling to Dave not to follow him, Dave shouting to Andy to go in another
direction— to ‘spread out’, and Andy roaring at the dog to go home. Then Andy’s brain began to work,
stimulated by the crisis: he tried to get a running kick at the dog, but the dog dodged; he snatched up sticks
and stones and threw them at the dog and ran on again. The retriever saw that he’d made a mistake about
Andy, and left him and bounded after Dave.
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Dave, who had the presence of mind to think that the fuse’s time wasn’t up yet, made a dive and a grab for
the dog, caught him by the tail, and as he swung round snatched the cartridge out of his mouth and flung it
as far as he could: the dog immediately bounded after it and retrieved it. Dave roared and cursed at the dog,
who seeing that Dave was offended, left him and went after Jim, who was well ahead.
Jim swung to a sapling and went up it like a native bear; it was a young sapling, and Jim couldn’t safely get
more than ten or twelve feet from the ground. The dog laid the cartridge, as carefully as if it was a kitten, at
the foot of the sapling, and capered and leaped and whooped joyously round under Jim. The big pup
reckoned that this was part of the lark—he was all right now—it was Jim who was out for a spree. The fuse
sounded as if it were going a mile a minute. Jim tried to climb higher and the sapling bent and cracked. Jim
fell on his feet and ran. The dog swooped on the cartridge and followed. It all took but a very few moments.
Jim ran to a digger’s hole, about ten feet deep, and dropped down into it—landing on soft mud—and was
safe. The dog grinned sardonically down on him, over the edge, for a moment, as if he thought it would be a
good lark to drop the cartridge down on Jim.
‘Go away, Tommy,’ said Jim feebly, ‘go away.’
The dog bounded off after Dave, who was the only one in sight now; Andy had dropped behind a log, where
he lay flat on his face, having suddenly remembered a picture of the Russo-Turkish war with a circle of Turks
lying flat on their faces (as if they were ashamed) round a newly-arrived shell.
There was a small hotel or shanty on the creek, on the main road, not far from the claim. Dave was
desperate, the time flew much faster in his stimulated imagination than it did in reality, so he made for the
shanty. There were several casual Bushmen on the verandah and in the bar; Dave rushed into the bar,
banging the door to behind him. ‘My dog!’ he gasped, in reply to the astonished stare of the publican, ‘the
blanky retriever— he’s got a live cartridge in his mouth——’
The retriever, finding the front door shut against him, had bounded round and in by the back way, and now
stood smiling in the doorway leading from the passage, the cartridge still in his mouth and the fuse
spluttering. They burst out of that bar. Tommy bounded first after one and then after another, for, being a
young dog, he tried to make friends with everybody.
The retriever went in under the kitchen, amongst the piles, but, luckily for those inside, there was a vicious
yellow mongrel cattle-dog sulking and nursing his nastiness under there—a sneaking, fighting, thieving
canine, whom neighbours had tried for years to shoot or poison. Tommy saw his danger—he’d had
experience from this dog—and started out and across the yard, still sticking to the cartridge. Half-way across
the yard the yellow dog caught him and nipped him. Tommy dropped the cartridge, gave one terrified yell,
and took to the Bush. The yellow dog followed him to the fence and then ran back to see what he had
dropped. Nearly a dozen other dogs came from round all the corners and under the buildings—spidery,
thievish, cold-blooded kangaroo-dogs, mongrel sheep- and cattle-dogs, vicious black and yellow dogs—that
slip after you in the dark, nip your heels, and vanish without explaining—and yapping, yelping small fry.
They kept at a respectable distance round the nasty yellow dog, for it was dangerous to go near him when
he thought he had found something which might be good for a dog to eat. He sniffed at the cartridge twice,
and was just taking a third cautious sniff when——
It was very good blasting powder—a new brand that Dave had recently got up from Sydney; and the
cartridge had been excellently well made. Andy was very patient and painstaking in all he did, and nearly as
handy as the average sailor with needles, twine, canvas, and rope.
Bushmen say that that kitchen jumped off its piles and on again. When the smoke and dust cleared away,
the remains of the nasty yellow dog were lying against the paling fence of the yard looking as if he had been
kicked into a fire by a horse and afterwards rolled in the dust under a barrow, and finally thrown against the
fence from a distance. Several saddle-horses, which had been ‘hanging-up’ round the verandah, were
galloping wildly down the road in clouds of dust, with broken bridle-reins flying; and from a circle round the
outskirts, from every point of the compass in the scrub, came the yelping of dogs. Two of them went home,
to the place where they were born, thirty miles away, and reached it the same night and stayed there; it was
not till towards evening that the rest came back cautiously to make inquiries. One was trying to walk on two
legs, and most of ’em looked more or less singed; and a little, singed, stumpy-tailed dog, who had been in
the habit of hopping the back half of him along on one leg, had reason to be glad that he’d saved up the
other leg all those years, for he needed it now.

45

There was one old one-eyed cattle-dog round that shanty for years afterwards, who couldn’t stand the smell
of a gun being cleaned. He it was who had taken an interest, only second to that of the yellow dog, in the
cartridge. Bushmen said that it was amusing to slip up on his blind side and stick a dirty ramrod under his
nose: he wouldn’t wait to bring his solitary eye to bear—he’d take to the Bush and stay out all night.
For half an hour or so after the explosion there were several Bushmen round behind the stable who
crouched, doubled up, against the wall, or rolled gently on the dust, trying to laugh without shrieking. There
were two white women in hysterics at the house, and a half-caste rushing aimlessly round with a dipper of
cold water. The publican was holding his wife tight and begging her between her squawks, to ‘hold up for my
sake, Mary, or I’ll lam the life out of ye.’
Dave decided to apologise later on, ‘when things had settled a bit,’ and went back to camp. And the dog that
had done it all, ‘Tommy’, the great, idiotic mongrel retriever, came slobbering round Dave and lashing his
legs with his tail, and trotted home after him, smiling his broadest, longest, and reddest smile of amiability,
and apparently satisfied for one afternoon with the fun he’d had.
Andy chained the dog up securely, and cooked some more chops, while Dave went to help Jim out of the
hole.
And most of this is why, for years afterwards, lanky, easy-going Bushmen, riding lazily past Dave’s camp,
would cry, in a lazy drawl and with just a hint of the nasal twang—
‘’Ello, Da-a-ve! How’s the fishin’ getting on, Da-a-ve?"

THE END.

Happy 150th Birthday
Henry

Open for Lunch 7 Days - 12-2pm
Dinner Fri & Sat - 6-8.30pm, Sun 6-8pm
Nicole's Fish n Chips Thursday 6-8pm
Kids eat free on Friday nights.

Hoteliers

Nicole & Mark Ryan
WALLACE ST
TARAGO NSW 2580

Restaurant - Open fireplaces
Special Occasions - Beer Garden
Plasma TV - Accommodation
Live Music every 3rd Saturday of the month
(Feb-Nov & NYE)

PH: (02) 4849 4499
FAX: (02) 4849 4603
www.loadeddoghotel.com
loadeddoghoteltarago@gmail.com
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Down The Track
A look at 4WD Tracks
Around Australia

ANNE BEADELL HIGHWAY, SA-WA
The Anne Beadell Highway is an outback unsealed track linking Coober Pedy, South
Australia, and Laverton, Western Australia, a total distance of 1,325 km (823 mi). The
track was surveyed and built by Len Beadell, Australian surveyor, who named it after his
wife. The track passes through remote arid deserts and scrub territory of South Australia
and Western Australia, which often have summer temperatures as high as 50 C. Sand
dunes predominate for most of the track.

The road was constructed to provide access for a series of surveys adding to the overall
geodetic survey of unexplored parts of Australia. The information was required for rocket
range projects at Woomera. Construction was completed in five stages, spanning nine
years from 1953 to 1962.
The first stage from Mabel Creek station near Coober Pedy,
west towards Emu Field, was built in February and March
1953 to provide access for British atomic tests at Emu Field.
This stage preceded the formation of Beadell's Gunbarrel
Road Construction Party, and was the first road built by
Beadell. The second stage began in July 1957 in the reverse
direction, from Anne's Corner towards Emu Field, after Beadell
had completed the Mount Davies Road in the north-west of
South Australia. The third stage commenced in August 1961,
running westward from Anne's Corner to Vokes Hill.

47

Survey Marker

In April 1962 the fourth stage proceeded
west from Vokes Hill, beyond Serpentine
Lakes towards the future Neale Junction
where the construction party arrived on
16 August. From Neale Junction during
August and September 1962, the northsouth Connie Sue Highway was
constructed between Warburton and
Rawlinna. The fifth stage of the Anne
Beadell Highway then commenced, and
was completed at Yamarna near Lake
Yeo when it joined an existing track to
Laverton on 17 November 1962.
Beadell put considerable effort into rediscovering Vokes Hill while surveying the track, as a
new device called a Tellurometer was being introduced. It used radio waves for distance
measurement, thus requiring high points for operation.
The track is suitable for only well-provisioned and experienced four-wheel drivers. There
are no settlements between Coober Pedy and Laverton. A roadhouse named Ilkurlka in
Western Australia, opened in 2003, 167km west of the Western Australia - South
Australian state border at the intersection
of the Madura Loongana Track (Aboriginal
Business Road) and the Anne Beadell
Highway. The roadhouse caters mainly for
local Aboriginal communities and may be
the most isolated roadhouse in Australia.
There are still no provisions for the 780km
between Ilkurlka and Coober Pedy.
Ilkurlka Roadhouse

Neale Junction is 172km west of Ilkurlka, which is where the Anne Beadell Highway
intersects with the Connie Sue Highway, another outback track constructed by Len
Beadell.
The track passes through the former British atomic test site of
Emu Field, rabbit and dog fences, restricted nature
conservation areas, and Aboriginal lands, all of which require
permits to pass through.
Also of interest is the wreck of a light aircraft near the track in
Western Australia. The road also passes through Mamungari
Conservation Park in South Australia which is one of
Australia's fourteen World Biosphere Reserves and the
Tallaringa Conservation Park.

Bomb site Marker

Because the track is remote and not signposted, GPS is advisable and HF radio or
satellite phone are recommended. In good conditions, it may take 5 days to complete the
journey. However, hazards such as flat tyres, breakdowns, and the occasional flash floods
must be taken into account.
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UP THE CREEK
A quick look at some of the great
camp sites by our beautiful waterways

BEGA
At the junction of the Bega and Brogo rivers, Bega is
the pretty rural heartland of the Sapphire Coast and
only a short drive away from beautiful sandy beaches
and national park wilderness. Dairying began in the
verdant Bega Valley in the 1850s and the original
Bega Cheese factory opened in 1900.
Visit the site of the original cheese factory in Lagoon
Street, where cheeses are still made today. Learn
about cheese making at the Bega Cheese Heritage
Centre, a faithful reconstruction of one of the first
buildings of the Bega Co-operative Creamery
Company, the forerunner of Bega Cheese.

Bega, is home to one of Australia’s richest portraiture
awards at the Bega Valley Regional Gallery. The
gallery hosts significant touring exhibitions, too.
Open Tuesday to Saturday, entry to the gallery is
free. Another popular attraction is heritage-listed
Bismarck House built in 1876. With marvellous
views, the Georgian-style building is home to
Thornleigh on Newtown cafe and restaurant.
You’ll find plenty of accommodation options in Bega
from campgrounds and caravan parks to hotels,
motels and Bed & Breakfast. There is also a couple
of Farmstay properties nearby. The campground is
nestled between the beach and the bush, and is
suitable for caravans, motorhomes, tent’s and
camper trailers.
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Just 19 kilometres north of Bega is the stunning
Brogo Dam, which is contained within the Brogo
wilderness area and the southern section of
Wadbilliga National Park.
The park protects rugged coastal escarpment and
plateau areas surrounding the Wadbilliga, Tuross and
Brogo Rivers. The Brogo Dam is situated in the
southern region of the park and offers picnic facilities
and a ramp from which to launch your canoe or boat.
You can hire canoes to explore the Dam and gain
access to remote pockets of bushland.
Jointly managed by Aboriginal people and the
NPWS, Biamanga National Park is a significant
Aboriginal site filled with dramatic landscapes and
places to unwind.
Sacred to the local Aboriginal Yuin People for
centuries, in May 2006, Biamanga was returned to its
traditional custodians as part of a joint management
agreement with NSW National Parks. This means
that when you visit Biamanga, you're visiting a place
where decisions about the land are made by
Aboriginal people. You are also visiting Aboriginal
Country, where the mountains meet the sea and the
landscape connects Aboriginal culture and lore. A
visit here is both special and unique.
The first thing that strikes you is a sense of
remoteness and solitude: though only 20km from the
town of Bega, Biamanga is a wild landscape of
cascades and granite boulders, ribbon gums and
gurgling creeks, not far from the Tasman Sea. Not
only does the park feature Mumbulla Mountain and
dramatic river gorges fed by natural springs, it also
contains an important area of unmodified coastal
foothill habitat. Environmentally speaking, a trip
through Biamanga is a step back in time.
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KANANGRA-BOYD NATIONAL PARK
Just 180km from the outskirts of Sydney,
Kanangra-Boyd National Park, part of
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage
Area, feels like you’ve crossed an ocean to
get there. Take in the magnificent scenery
– the sheer sandstone cliff faces of
Kanangra Walls or mist-wreathed Mount
Cloudmaker – before walking down forestlined trails to one of the park’s waterfalls.
An easy day trip from the Blue Mountains,
Kanangra-Boyd also has quiet campsites
among the snow gums at Boyd River if you
want to get away from it all.

Kanangra Walls

There was a time when Kanangra-Boyd was in
danger from logging and the extraction of lime.
That all changed after a five-year conservation
effort resulted in it being declared part of Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area in 1972.
These days, you can see many of the unique
formations that were preserved, including Thurat
Spires, Kanangra Walls, Mount Colong, and three
waterfall systems - Kalang, Kanangara and
Morong. The park also features a series of karst
landforms that can be explored by those with
caving experience.

High plateaus and sheltered slopes mean Kanangra-Boyd has a diverse range of plant life,
some of it unique to the national park. Heath and mallee dominate the areas exposed to
wind and weather, while tall snow gum forests can also be found in
the park. Look for the yellow Kanangra wattle that grows only on
the rivers – it flowers from early spring to late winter.
The wildlife population is extensive too. Keep your eyes peeled for
echidna's, lyrebirds and red-necked wallabies, which thrive in this
area. Honeyeaters, wrens and fruit-eating pigeons are just some of
the 195 species of birds that can be spotted in the park on a daily
basis.
Red-necked Wallaby
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There’s something for whatever level of adventure you
desire. Fire trails that wind throughout the park can be
explored by 4WD or bicycle. For those who are handy
with a map and compass, there’s plenty of opportunity
for self-reliant bushwalking. There are also marked
trails that take in the captivating landscape which are
even suitable for the kids. For the fishing enthusiasts,
trout can be caught along Kowmung River and, for the
adventurous, canyoning is popular during the warmer
months.

Just 180km from Sydney’s CBD, Kanangra-Boyd offers both amazing, untouched
landscapes and easy access for the visitor. Covering about 68,000 hectares, the park is
made up of Boyd Plateau and, where the plateau falls away, a much more rugged
landscape of ravines, ridges and creeks.
Boyd Plateau, with its easy walking tracks and its campground on Boyd River are
accessible from Oberon and Jenolan Caves along Kanangra Walls Road. Peer out over
gorges, Mount Cloudmaker, and the escarpment of the Blue Mountains, or thread your
way through the forest to a series of waterfalls. Further afield, there’s lots of opportunity
for self-reliant bushwalking.

Boyd River Campground

The Squirrel Glider and Tiger Quoll can be found in the Park.
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NATURE
LOVER
Sturt’s Desert Pea
Swainsona formosa, Sturt's Desert Pea, is an
Australian plant in the genus Swainsona, named after
English botanist Isaac Swainson, famous for its
distinctive blood-red leaf-like flowers, each with a
bulbous black centre, or "boss". It is one of Australia's
best known wildflowers. It is native to the arid regions
of central and north-western Australia, and its range
extends into all mainland Australian states with the
exception of Victoria.
Specimens of Sturt's desert pea were first collected by William Dampier who recorded his
first sighting in 1699. These specimens are today in the Fielding-Druce Herbarium at
Oxford University in England.
The taxonomy of Sturt's desert pea has been changed on a number of occasions. It was
initially treated in the 18th century in the genus Clianthus as Clianthus dampieri, and later
became more widely known as Clianthus formosus (formosus is Latin for "beautiful").
However, it was later reclassified under the genus Swainsona as Swainsona formosa, the
name by which it is officially known today.
A further reclassification to Willdampia formosa was proposed in the publication Western
Australian Naturalist in 1999; however, this proposal was rejected by the scientific
community in 2000.
The common name honours Charles Sturt, who recorded seeing large quantities of the
flowers while exploring central Australia in 1844; the second version of the scientific name
honours the naturalist Isaac Swainson, and the third
(rejected) version of the scientific name was intended to
honour the explorer William Dampier.
Sturt's Desert Pea is a member of Fabaceae, subfamily
Faboideae. It has pinnate, grey-green leaves which are
arranged spirally on the main axis of the plant, and in two
opposite rows (distichous) on lateral stems. Its flowers are
so different from its relatives that it is almost unrecognisable
as a member of the pea family. The flowers are about 9 cm
in length and grow in clusters of around half a dozen on thick
vertical stalks (peduncles), which spring up every 10-15 cm
along the prostrate stems in a bright red, which may be up to
2 metres in length.
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Sturt pea,
painting by Alison Ashby

The plant flowers from spring to summer, particularly after
rain. There is a natural pure white form, as well as
hybridised varieties which can have flowers ranging from
blood scarlet, to pink and even pale cream, with variously
coloured central bosses. Several tricolour variants have
been recorded, including the cultivars marginata (white keel
with red margin, red flag and purple-black boss), tricolour
(white keel, red flag, pink boss), and elegans (white flag
and keel, both with red margins). Flowers are birdpollinated in the wild.
Sturt’s Desert Pea growing in front of the Birdsville Bakery.
Fiona’s hand in background to compare size.

The fruit is a legume, about 5 cm long, and each yields 50 or more flat, kidney-shaped
seeds at maturity. Most forms of the plant are low-growing or prostrate, however in the
Pilbara region of north-western Australia varieties growing as tall as 2 metres have been
observed.
It is well adapted to life as a desert plant. The small seeds have a long viability, and can
germinate after many years. Seeds have a hard seed coat, which protects them from
harsh arid environments until the next rainfall, but inhibits germination in normal domestic
environments. Growers can overcome this dormancy either by nicking the seed coat away
from the 'eye' of the seed, by rubbing the seed gently between pieces of sandpaper, or by
placing the seed in hot (just off-boiling) water and leaving it to soak overnight.
Once germinated, seedlings quickly establish a deep taproot, vital for desert survival.n
This means that if domestically grown, they should either be planted in their intended final
location, transplanted as soon as possible after germination, or grafted as a seedling on to
a different root such as the bladder senna, Colutea arborescens. They do not tolerate
disturbance of their roots but, once established in well-drained soil, require little and
infrequent watering, and can withstand extreme heat and sunshine, as well as light frosts.
Sturt's Desert Pea is not endangered, but it is illegal to collect specimens of the plant from
Crown land without a permit. The plants must not be collected from private land without
the written consent of the land owner.
Sturt's Desert Pea (described as Clianthus formosus)
was adopted as the floral emblem of the state of
South Australia on 23 November 1961. The iconic
status of Sturt's Desert Pea in Australia, and
particularly in South Australia, has ensured its use as
a popular subject in artwork and photography, as well
as a decorative motif, and in a range of commercial
uses. Sturt's Desert Pea has also made many
appearances in prose and verse, as well as featuring
in some aboriginal legends.

Sturt's Desert Pea at Ayers Rock

Sturt's Desert Pea has appeared in several releases of Australian postage stamps
depicting Australian floral emblems (issued in 1968, 1971 and 2005).

1968 Stamp

1971 & 1975 Stamp
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2005 Stamp

CLUB STATISTICS
A DIFFERENT VIEW OF THE CLUB
We have 189 members that live all over NSW & ACT (plus 1 in QLD).
Here is where we all live as at the end of March.
Annandale
Arncliffe
Ashfield
Austral

2
1
2
1

Banks ACT
Bankstown
Berala
Berowra
Bidwill
Blackheath
Blacktown
Bondi
Bonnyrigg Heights
Bossley Park
Botany
Bowral
Bradbury
Bronte
Bungarribee
Busby

1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

Cabramatta
Canyonleigh
Caringbah
Caringbah South
Cartwright
Castle Hill
Cherrybrook
Chipping Norton
Chisholm ACT
Chiswick
Church Point
Clovelly
Cootamundra
Concord
Concord West
Cronulla
Croydon

1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2

Davidson
Dean Park
Denistone

1
1
1

Downside
Drummoyne
Dundas

1
1
1

Earlwood
Eastwood
Engadine
Ermington
Erskine Park
Erskineville

1
1
2
1
1
2

Fairfield West
Fisher ACT
Freshwater

1
1
1

Kingswood
Kirrawee
Kogarah
Kurnell

1
2
1
1

Lane Cove
Lane cove North
Latham ACT
Lewisham
Lidcombe
Lindfield
Liverpool
Long Jetty

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Macquarie Links
Macquarie Park
Malabar
Manly
Maraylya
Marrickville
Matraville
Melrose Park
Menai
Merimbula
Milperra
Milsons Point
Minnamurra
Miranda
Moorebank
Mosman
Mount Annan
Mt Kuring-gai
Murrumbateman

1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
3
1
1
1
1
2

Gilead
Glebe
Glenhaven
Glenmore Park
Glossodia
Gosford
Granville
Greenacre
Green Valley
Greystanes
Gymea

1
1
1
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
3

Hartley
Heathcote
Hoxton Park
Hunters Hill
Hurstville

1
1
1
1
1

Illawong
Ingleburn
Ingleside

1
2
1

Jannali

1

Narellan
Narrabeen
North Ryde
Nowra Hill

Kellyville
Kellyville Ridge
Killarney Heights
Kingsford

1
1
1
1

Oatley
Ourimbah
Oxenford QLD
Oyster Bay

YOUR MISSION:
To find those who live near you
and get to know them.

55

Padstow
Padstow Heights
Parkes
Peakhurst
Pheasants Nest
Port Macquarie
Prospect
Pymble

2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Randwick
Rozelle
Ryde

2
2
2

St Clair
St Georges Basin
St Leonards
Sefton
Seven Hills
South Nowra
South Penrith
Stanhope Gardens
Strathfield South
Sutherland
Sydney

5
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
2
1

Taree
Terrey Hills
Theodore ACT
Theresa Park
Thirlmere
Toronto
Turramurra

1
1
2
1
1
1
1

Wahroonga
Wanniassa
West Hoxton
West Pennant Hills
Willoughby
Wilton
Windang
Wingello

1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1

Club Shop
With Michael F

RECOVERY GEAR
Snatch Strap
Chain & Grab Hooks
Bow Shackle
Tyre Gauge
Gloves
Tree Trunk Protector
Winch Extension Strap
Snatch Block
Recovery Hitch & Shackle
Winch Cable Dampner
ARB Compressor Kit
ARB Air Compressor
ARB Air Hose Kit
ARB Speedy Seal Kit
Staun Tyre Deflators
Hi-Lift Jack
Hi-Lift Jack Bumper Lift Kit
ARB Recovery Bag

Spanset brand 9m x 60mmx 8,000kg
1.75m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
3m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
6m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
4.7t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3.2t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3psi to 60psi - includes storage case
Made with soft cow hide leather
Black Rat brand 3m x 75mm x 8,000kg
Spanset brand 30m x 50mm x 4,000kg
Black Rat brand 8,000kg - suits 6-12mm cable
Tigerz11 brand 10,000kg - 11mm cable diameter
Tigerz11 brand - fits towbar box section
Tigerz11 brand - a must for all winching exercises
Fully equipped boxed kit - includes hose kit
For fixed mounting in your car's interior or engine bay
Ideal kit for vehicle mounted air compressor
Emergency tyre plug repair kit
Set & forget, hands free tyre deflators - Set of 4
Genuine Hi-Lift jack brand as sold by ARB
Secure hook for bumper. For use with Hi-Lift Jack.
SMALL size - perfect for storing your recovery gear

$ 55.00
35.00
48.00
85.00
10.00
8.00
19.00
6.00
35.00
80.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
32.00
320.00
265.00
45.00
55.00
75.00
160.00
55.00
55.00

4WD ACCESSORIES
UHF Aerial
Roo Lite Light kit
Windscreen Repair Kit
FixAll Tape
Diff Breather Extender Kit
Dual LED Strip Light
Kaymar Telescopic Light
BBQ Plate
Campfire Tripod
Water Bag

GME AE4018K1 - includes aerial & base
GME AE4705 - includes aerial & base
180mm driving light kit complete with wiring harness
DIY windscreen repair kit - fits in glove box
Fix split hoses, tubes & leaks price per roll
Reduce the chance of water ingress - with all fittings
Yellow LED deters insects - White LED for bright light
Mount on to a Kaymar Rear bar spare wheel holder
Medium Size - with stand
4' high - ideal for bush camp cooking
Traditional Water bag for mounting on bull bar

NOTE:
Some items may be out of stock
and do not appear on this list.
To place your order, please contact
Michael
for purchase, payment and pick-up.
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$ 125.00
210.00
235.00
26.00
10.00
70.00
35.00
222.00
68.00
40.00
50.00

CLUB APPAREL
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE








You can now purchase Club apparel online.
Make your order through the link on the Club’s website.
You deal directly with our supplier.
Large range of sizes are available. Measurements are on website.
Payment can be made by the various options provided.
Pick up from their warehouse or have them delivered to your address.
Samples only will soon be available in the Club Shop.

NPC Arena Jacket - Adults only sizes
Arena jacket made from Rip Stop, 105gsm –
100% Polyester Rip Stop with PU Coating Breathability: 3000mm.
Description: Contrast colour on side panels & sleeves with piping,
raglan sleeves with elasticated adjustable cuffs, concealed
detachable hood, two side pockets with zip closure, front storm flap
with concealed studs, polar fleece lining with pockets with club logo
embroidered on the front left chest.
Sizes:
Price:
2XS, XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL, 7XL
$83.00

NPC Croxton Hoodie - Adults & Children sizes
Croxton Hoodie made from Cotton Blend 320gsm –
65% Polyester, 35% Cotton Fleece.
On trend fashion hoodie, with contrast shoulder panels and side
piping. Contemporary fashion fit. The ultimate in casual comfort.
Club logo embroidered on the front left chest.
Adult Sizes:
Price:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL.
$49.00
Children Sizes:
Price:
4K, 6K, 8K, 10K, 12K, 14K.
$44.00

NPC Stadium Jacket - Adults & Children sizes
Stadium Jacket made from Oxford Shell, 155gsm –
Outer - 100% Polyester.
Superb tailoring makes this a most practical cool weather garment.
Water repellent Oxford shell, inner with thick anti-pill polar fleece,
Hideaway hood with drawstring closure. Front chunky zip under
press-studded storm flap, high wind collar and adjustable cuff with
velcro flap, club logo embroidered on the front left chest.
Adult Sizes:
Price:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL.
$69.00
Children sizes:
Price:
4K-6K, 6K-8K, 8K-10K, 10K-12K, 12K-14K.
$63.00

NPC Scarf
Nissan Patrol club polar fleece scarf with club logo embroidered on
one end. Size 170 cm length x 22.5 cm width. Colours: Red or Navy.
Minimum Order of 10
Price: $24.00
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CLUB APPAREL
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
NPC Reversible Vest - Adults only sizes
Reversible Vest made with Polar Fleece/Micro Fibre,
100% Polyester.
One side Polar Fleece fabric & other shower proof Micro Fibre.
Hidden zips in both side seams for invisible embroidery access. Size
label in left front pocket. A favourite style for sailing, water sports,
cycling, walking & active lifestyles. with club logo embroidered on
the front left chest.
Sizes:
Price:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL.
$68.00

NPC Winner Polo – Men’s, Ladies & Children sizes
Winner Polo made from True-Dry® Mesh 160gsm –
60% Cotton, 40% Polyester.
Contrast shoulder & side to highlight team/corporate colours.
Natural cotton backing makes it comfortable to wear with club logo
embroidered on the front left chest.
Men’s Sizes:
Price:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL
$40.00
Ladies Sizes:
Price:
6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18.
$38.00
Children Sizes:
Price:
4K, 6K, 8K, 10K, 12K, 14K.
$37.00

NPC Sunset Tri Colour Cap
Sunset Tri Colour Cap made with Heavy Brushed Cotton,
100% Cotton.
6 panel structured laid back front. Pre-curved peak with 3 colours
on peak and crown. Short velcro crossover with club logo
embroidered on the front centre of the cap.
Price: $20.00

NPC Micro Fleece Beanie
Nissan Patrol Club Micro Fleece Beanie with embroidered club logo
on front centre. Colours: Red or Navy.
Price: $19.00

If your old club shirts are ready to be thrown out,
please give them to Tania for recycling.
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In the Library
BK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

SM
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CD
1
2

BOOKS
Best 4WD Adventure Treks No 2
Broken Hill - The Accessible Outback
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (1)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (2)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (3)
Camping Guide to NSW - 1st edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 4th edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 5th edition
Camping Guide to Queensland - 3rd edition
Camping in Queensland - 7th edition
Camping Guide to South Australia - 3rd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Western Australia - 2nd edition
Explore Australia Camping Chef
Fraser Island
Fraser Island
HF Radio for Travellers
NPC Tasmanian Tour 2005 Guide Book
One for the Road
The Outback Way - Perth to Cairns
The Snowy Mountains - Australia's High country
Tasmania - National Parks, Forests & Waterways
Victoria: Off the Beaten Track
VKS-737 Radio Network Reference Manual
Welcome to Central Australia Tourist Guide
WA & NT Tourist Guide
WA Caravan & Camper 50 Best Road Trips
Your Entry Into Amateur Radio
4WD Tracks of the High Country
4WD Touring - South East NSW & East Gippsland

SERVICE MANUALS
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Folder)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (1)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (2)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Book)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 Series Supplement 2
Nissan Engine Model P (1)
Nissan Engine Model P (2)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (1)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (2)
Nissan Model SD Diesel Engine - 2nd Revision

CD - AUDIO

MG
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

AV
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

US
1
2

Rotronics Catalogue
The Shepparton Talk by Len Beadell
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NPC
Library

Paul W

Librarian

MAGAZINES
Australian 4WD Monthly Feb 2001 (Trials 2000)
Australian 4WD Monthly No 45
Australian 4WD Monthly No 90
Australian 4WD Monthly - The Driving Guide
Australian 4WD Monthly Recovery Guide
Australian 4WD Action Going Bush on a Budget
4x4 Australia No 257
4x4 Australia No 265
Network News August 2006
Network News December 2006
Network News April 2007
Network News Spring 2007
Bushdriver Vol 22 No 5 (w NPC Trials 2000)
TLCC News Vol 32 No 6
Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News April 2008
NPC Nissan News October 2008
NPC Nissan News January 2009
NPC Nissan News October 2009
NPC Nissan News January 2010
NPC Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News January 2011

VIDEO
The Australian High Country
Big Red to the Beach (1)
Big Red to the Beach (2)
Circle the Gulf
Fred's Hill February 1998
Journey to the Kimberley
Kimberley Adventure Guide
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1992
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1993
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1994
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1995
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (1)
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (2)
South Oz Odyssey
Top End Adventures Part 1 )
Top End Adventures Part 2 ) - 3 part Box Set
Top End Adventures Part 3 )
Tuff Truck Challenge 2001
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 1999
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 2000
4WD to Adventure
4WD Jamboree 2000

VIDEO - US UHS
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 1
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 2

In the Library
DVD's
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13
14
15
16)
17)
18
19)
20)
21)
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Hilux Recovery - River Island - 1 July 2006
The Makings of Milo - 4WD Action Mag
Roothy's Outback Adventure
"First in Class" - Custom V8 TD Troopy
Bundy on a Budget
2007 Ute on the Year + Adelaide to Alice
Best 4WD of 2008 + Tackling NT's Remote Areas
Custom Truck Mania + Landcruiser Mountain park
3 Wild Custom Trucks + Watagans
The Hard Road - Cape York
To the Tip and Back - Cape York
Bush on a Budget
Hardcore 4WD Action - Tuff Truck 2009
Tropical Tourers
Cool Runnings - Off-road Tips & Techniques
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (1)
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (2)
Moreton Island
Fraser Island
Bush Mechanic Challenge
Bush Mechanic Challenge No 2
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (1)
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (2)
2007 Ute of the Year - Adelaide to Alice
Moreton Island
Bundy on a Budget
The Makings of Milo + 3 Custom Trucks
100 Not Out
Down & Dirty
Head for the Hills! - Hill End + Navara D22
Back to the Outback (1)
Back to the Outback (2)
Roothy wrangles LEVUKA 4WD Park + 6 Custom Trucks
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 1
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 2 + Jeep Jamboree
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (1)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (2)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (3)
Big Gun Battle - Nissan v Toyota
The Flinders Ranges (1)
The Flinders Ranges (2)
Milo's Mates - Custom 40's
5 Custom 4WD's + Off-road World Challenge
Cape York + 4 Best Customs
Murchison Madness - WA's Best Off-road Destination
Recovery Special
Roothy Explores Coffs
Back in the Kimberley
Flinders Ranges

If you would like to borrow an item from the Library,
please contact Paul
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"Jack of all Trades"

TRADE DIRECTORY
Free Business Card Advertising for Club Members

PRINT
Andrew McLennan

0410 624 001
andrew@abfprint.com.au
ABF Print Pty Limited
3 Argyle Street
ARNCLIFFE NSW 2205
P: 02 9567 2877
www.abfprint.com.au

If you would like to see your business card here,
please contact Tania.
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Thousands of components available online.
Do yourself a favour - compare our prices!!

Call 03 9735 9099
sales@patrolapart.com.au
62

