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CLUB
WEBSITE
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org includes a "members
only" area with access to details of upcoming trips and other news/information not meant for
public consumption. To be issued a user name and password to access the website, please
send an e-mail with your name and mobile phone number to webmaster [at]
nissanpatrolclub.org
Type "password required" in the subject area of the e-mail. After we have verified your
details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in information.
For those members who may not be aware, the club sends out, on average, 1 or 2 emails
per week with club related information. Some weeks it can be more and other weeks none
at all. The club relies on these emails as being one of the key points of communication to
all members, and feedback and replies to these emails is often requested from members.
There is currently quite a large percentage of club members who are not receiving the
emails sent out by the club. If this is you, I encourage you to please check your junk
folders or spam folders within your email program to make sure the emails aren't ending
up in them, and to make sure you don't mark them as spam, be it accidentally or on
purpose.
If you do not wish to continue receiving club emails, please click on the unsubscribe
button/link that appears at the bottom of the emails.
I also encourage you to log-in and check the Member's Zone on the club website on a
regular basis, as plenty of additional club information is posted up here relating to club
trips, social events, technical articles and general detailed club information.
If you have any questions or concerns relating to emails or accessing the Member's Zone,
please contact me at webmaster [at] nissanpatrolclub.org.
Kind regards,
Brett
Webmaster

www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts from
other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming to
give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Although named for the Nissan Patrol, the Club welcomes all
types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellama region near Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping, driver
training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable source of
water for bush fire-fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Easter, Xmas in July and Club Anniversary weekends, and is
available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney, Canberra and surrounding areas.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety of
social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for all
levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour” and
campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a quiet
drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'Clean-Up
Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in their
4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges testing
the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club
is running the Son of Trials at River Island on the first weekend of
November. These events offer standard road registered vehicle
owners, from learner drivers through to experienced 4WD’ers, to
participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune their
skills and the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
For further information about the Club, please go to our website at www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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From the
Editors
Dear Members and Friends,
Firstly, thank you to all those who came to the Club Land to
help me celebrate my 50th birthday. Special thanks to Harry,
Darren, Mark, Rollanda, Sally and Jeanette.
There are some busy times ahead with the 4WD Adventure
Show at Eastern Creek, The Club’s Christmas Party Weekend
at Toowoon Bay, then Christmas and New Year’s celebrations.
Whatever it is you are planning for the Summer season, have a
wonderful time, drive carefully and stay safe.

Keep On Patrolling!
Tania & Iro

& Ruby

Next magazine due on the website - 6 January 2017.
Printed copies will be ready at the General Meeting on 11 January 2017.
Printed copies are only for those who have indicated on their renewal form.
If you wish to receive a printed copy, please speak to the Editor.

All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
or mailed to
The Editor, NPC,
PO Box 249, Five Dock NSW 2046
by 27 December 2016.

If you would like to advertise
in this magazine, please contact
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
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Advertising Charges:
Full Page $400 p/a
Half Page $250 p/a
Quarter Page $100 p/a
Business Card $50 p/a
Members Business Card - FREE

The Report from

El-Prez

Dear Members,
Since my last report, there have been a number of progress matters, ie
1. The Sydney 4WD & Adventure show is on again from Friday 14th October until
Sunday 16th October 2016 and the Nissan Club is again present at Stand E10.
It is expected that our Club will be well received as in the past number of years.
If you are visiting the show, have a great time.
2. As you may be aware, the new Club Uniforms are now on sale and you can gain
access via the link on our Website,
All you need to do is make a note of the ACCESS CODE, create a customer profile
from the link to Clever Products, then view the items and purchase what you wish
to.
Also, I received a letter from Windsor Nissan regarding their end of year sale. The
letter is here for your perusal.
Regards

Ken
President
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A letter from Windsor Nissan
Hi Kenneth,
My name is Greg Brennan and I head up business development efforts with Windsor
Nissan. As you may have been made aware, Nissan have announced that their venerable
Patrol Y61 (GU) wagon and Ute have both gone into ‘runout’ mode, with remaining stock
expected to be sold by the end of the year. And then, that’s it.
The Patrol leaves behind a special legacy amongst Australian 4WDers: the bulletproof
driveline is legendary, and traditional live axles, long wheelbase and big interior makes for
a base to build a modified, capable 4X4R. Regardless, time waits for no man, and the Y61
Patrol has come to the end of its 20-year life so, if a brand-new Y61 Patrol is your dream
4X4, you better put your skates on. What’s left in Australia won’t be replenished, and will
mark the end of an era for Nissan.
Coming from a 4x4 background, working in the sales team at TJM four wheel drive parts
and accessories for many years, avid four wheel driver and owner of a Y61 Patrol myself,
I’d like to make every effort to supply the last of this Iconic off road vehicles to passionate
Patrol owners such as the members and friends of your club.
Nissan Australia are already offering generous bonuses on the Y61 in regards to price and
accessories, however, I will endeavour to make the price even more inviting to your
members.
Windsor Nissan, in the reasonably short time we have been operating, have excelled in
both customer service and customer satisfaction and strive to continue to do so in the
future.
When you are free, please give me a call to discuss ways that Windsor Nissan can
specifically help the Nissan 4WD Club of NSW.
I appreciate the help!
Regards,
Greg
Sales Assistant
18 Macquarie St
WINDSOR NSW 2756
Phone:
Direct:
Fax:
Email:
Website:
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CLUB APPAREL
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE








You can now purchase Club apparel online.
Make your order through the link on the Club’s website.
You deal directly with our supplier.
Large range of sizes are available. Measurements are on website.
Payment can be made by the various options provided.
Pick up from their warehouse or have them delivered to your address.
Samples only will soon be available in the Club Shop.

NPC Arena Jacket - Adults only sizes
Arena jacket made from Rip Stop, 105gsm –
100% Polyester Rip Stop with PU Coating Breathability: 3000mm.
Description: Contrast colour on side panels & sleeves with piping,
raglan sleeves with elasticated adjustable cuffs, concealed
detachable hood, two side pockets with zip closure, front storm flap
with concealed studs, polar fleece lining with pockets with club logo
embroidered on the front left chest.
Sizes:
2XS, XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL, 7XL

$83.00

NPC Croxton Hoodie - Adults & Children sizes
Croxton Hoodie made from Cotton Blend 320gsm –
65% Polyester, 35% Cotton Fleece.
On trend fashion hoodie, with contrast shoulder panels and side
piping. Contemporary fashion fit. The ultimate in casual comfort.
Club logo embroidered on the front left chest.
Adult Sizes:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL.
Children Sizes:
4K, 6K, 8K, 10K, 12K, 14K.

$49.00
$44.00

NPC Stadium Jacket - Adults & Children sizes
Stadium Jacket made from Oxford Shell, 155gsm –
Outer - 100% Polyester.
Superb tailoring makes this a most practical cool weather garment.
Water repellent Oxford shell, inner with thick anti-pill polar fleece,
Hideaway hood with drawstring closure. Front chunky zip under
press-studded storm flap, high wind collar and adjustable cuff with
velcro flap, club logo embroidered on the front left chest.
Adult Sizes:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL.
Children sizes:
4K-6K, 6K-8K, 8K-10K, 10K-12K, 12K-14K.
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$69.00
$63.00

CLUB APPAREL
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE
NPC Reversible Vest - Adults only sizes
Reversible Vest made with Polar Fleece/Micro Fibre,
100% Polyester.
One side Polar Fleece fabric & other shower proof Micro Fibre.
Hidden zips in both side seams for invisible embroidery access. Size
label in left front pocket. A favourite style for sailing, water sports,
cycling, walking & active lifestyles. with club logo embroidered on
the front left chest.
Sizes:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL.

$68.00

NPC Winner Polo – Men’s, Ladies & Children sizes
Winner Polo made from True-Dry® Mesh 160gsm –
60% Cotton, 40% Polyester.
Contrast shoulder & side to highlight team/corporate colours.
Natural cotton backing makes it comfortable to wear with club logo
embroidered on the front left chest.
Men’s Sizes:
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL
Ladies Sizes:
6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18.
Children Sizes:
4K, 6K, 8K, 10K, 12K, 14K.

$40.00
$38.00
$37.00

NPC Sunset Tri Colour Cap
Sunset Tri Colour Cap made with Heavy Brushed Cotton,
100% Cotton.
6 panel structured laid back front. Pre-curved peak with 3 colours
on peak and crown. Short velcro crossover with club logo
embroidered on the front centre of the cap.
One Size only:

$20.00

NPC Micro Fleece Beanie
PICTURE
NOT AVAILABLE

Nissan Patrol Club Micro Fleece Beanie with embroidered club logo
on front centre. Colours: Red or Navy.
One Size only:
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$19.00

The Club would like to acknowledge and Welcome the following
New Members who have joined us over the last 3 months.
Brad, Melissa, Joshua & Rebecca
Tanya, Matthew, Hollie & Blake
Jamie & Maria
James
Robert, Mui Tan, Darryl & Allysha
We hope you all have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future.

P&E offer a range of services for your
4WD including:






Log Book Servicing
Pre Trip Checks
Suspension
Intercooler Upgrade Kits
Engine & Drive Line Upgrades
(Diff Locks, Reduction & Overdrive Gears)
 Plus Much More
We are also a retailer for
Mickey Thompson Tyres.

Call us or call in today for a quote or booking.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We wish the following Club Members a very Happy Birthday.
OCTOBER
3
3
3
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
10
10
10
10
11
12
13
14
14
15
16
16
16
16
17
20
20
23
23
24
25
25

Hania A
Esther G
Constance Tan-C
Adam B
Tanya N
Matthew N
Maria P
Jane P
Karen H
Laura L
Wendy Y
Brodie L
Julia M
Anthony N
Jody R
Gemma B
John B
Margaret A
Nelly C
Steven Y
Prity P
Christopher B
John L
Alec R
Reece Y
Marie B
Jamie K
Judy R
Glenys D
Andrew T
Edina B
Michael D
Michael F

25
27
28
29
29
31

Steven S
Jon C
Julie R
Sandy H
Thomas S
Fabrice V

NOVEMBER
2
5
9
11
12
13
13
14
15
17
19
20
22
25
25
25
25
28
30

Tracy K
Susan R
Roelof D
Richard C
John M
Maureen D
Bronwyn P
Harry B
Steven R
Cody P
Lara D
Glenn R
Sean D
Peter B
Dragana J
Graeme N
Diane T
Jayan P
Danny C

If your birthday is not on this list,
please contact Tania
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DECEMBER
4
4
4
5
6
7
7
7
11
12
12
13
14
17
18
19
20
22
22
25
28
28
29
30
31

David H
Glenn S
Thomas S
Chris R
Jason H
Graeme B
Grant R
Rebecca W
Hollie N
Allison C
Jacqueline T
Christopher G
Craig
Allysha L
Abigail O
Kathryn B
Jonathon D
Ull P
Cooper Y
Garry D
Ross C
Stephanie C
Mui T
David P
Georgia A

GET TO KNOW ...
Club Land Manager

MARK S
AKA: Swanny
BORN:
Sydney 1960
LIVES AT: Kirrawee
OCCUPATION: Vehicle Spray Painter
FAMILY: Daughter - Karynne
PETS: None
HOBBIES: Tinkering with vehicle.
NPC MEMBER SINCE: April 2008
CLUB POSITIONS HELD: Assistant Land Manager 2011, Land Manager 2016.
VEHICLE: 2002 Nissan Patrol GU 4.2 TD ST
TYRES: BF Goodrich KM2
MODIFICATIONS: 3” Lift, 3” Exhaust, Mud tyres, Pillar pod, Dual Batteries, 85%
Reduction Gears, Kaymar rear bar carrier, plus much, much more.
FUTURE MODS: Ask Ray & Scotty. I’m sure they have an idea.
FIRST VEHICLE:
PAST VEHICLES:
OTHER VEHICLE:
DREAM VEHICLE:

Mazda 1500
Too many to mention
None.
Holden Commodore Redline

TENT OR TOW: Swag
FIRST CLUB TRIP: Victorian High Country
FAVOURITE TRIP: Victorian High Country & Fraser Island
MOST VISITED PLACE (other than club land): Stanwell Tops
WORST TRIP: None yet.
FUTURE TRIPS: Would like to go to Victorian High Country and Fraser Island again, and
to the Kimberley.
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE CLUB DO IN THE FUTURE?
I would like to see the Club succeed beyond its
perimeters. It’s a great Club and the people in it are
awesome.
WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME.
I have made a lot of friends, met interesting people, and
have gone to some great places I never thought I would
go to. I love how we all get along and help each other
out.
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DRIVER TRAINING
With Chris C
Driver Training Co-ordinator

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics teach you practical driving over a variety of terrain and obstacles. Our courses are
Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery,
and many more.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Basic Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Basic Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any Basic Driver
Training Sunday at the Club Land. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members
attending and revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and
more enjoyable activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With
Mark S
Land Manager

Scott D
Assistant Manager

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees usually
have very little work and then you are free to do whatever you want. Regular working bees are held
to help with land maintainence.
At the Land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, collect and cut up firewood, then have a chat around the
fireplace and an excellent Saturday night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
Please consider helping out at the land, and contact the Land Managers to enable them to organise
work activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.
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The NPC Christmas Party Weekend
When: Saturday, 26th to
Sunday, 27th November 2016.
Where: Toowoon Bay Holiday Park,
1 Koongara Street, Toowoon Bay
www.toowoonbayhp.com.au
1800 241 342 or 4332 2834
The festivities will start on
Saturday with Happy Hour at 5pm.
On Sunday, enjoy a catered lunch and a special
guest appearance by Santa Claus who will be
handing out gifts to the children.
The Park camp sites are located close
to the camp kitchen with a large TV.
There is also a pool with toddler’s area,
a kid’s playground with a jumping pillow,
and a short walk to the beach.
Powered camp sites are available
from $38 a night for two people.
Cabins are available for a 2 night minimum stay from
$205 a night for four people. Visiting for the day only is FREE.
Bookings: Contact Toowoon Bay Holiday Park directly
and remember to say you are with the NPC.
Then contact Harry at
Social[at]nissanpatrolclub.org
for catering numbers.
Costs: Adults $20,
Kids 5-12 $10, 0-4 Free
Family (2 Adults & 2+ kids) $50
So come along and enjoy some Christmas cheer
with friends from the Nissan Patrol Club.
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CLUB CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays
to help with your holiday planning.

October 2016
Sat 1st to
Mon 3rd

Labour Day Weekend

Sat 1st to
Mon 3rd

LONG WEEKEND AT THE LAND:
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club Land. Drive around the land
during the day and see the local sites, have Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch a movie
or two on Sunday

Sat 1st to
Mon 3rd

Willowglen 4x4 Challenge
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
BEGINS
Wed 12th

SPRING
FORWARD

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Thur 13th to
Sun 16th

4WD & Adventure Show:
Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek - www.4wdshow.com.au/
Once again, our club will have a stand at this year's show. We are now looking for
volunteers to help with set-up on Thursday and to man the stand for the following
3 days.

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome.

Sat 29th to
Sun 30th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.
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November 2016
Fri 4th to
Sun 6th

South Coast Caravan Camping & Holiday Expo:
McKay Park, Batemans Bay - www.southcoast.supershow.com.au/

Wed 9th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 23rd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome.

Sat 26th to
Sun 27th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Sat 26th to
Sun 27th

CHRISTMAS PARTY WEEKEND:
A fun family weekend at Toowoon Bay Holiday Park, 1 Koongara Street, Toowoon
Bay. Powered camp sites start from $38 for two nights for two people. Camp kitchen,
pool, jumping pillow, playground and a short walk to the beach.

December 2016
Wed 14th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. A short meeting
followed by a social Christmas get together. Bring a plate for supper.

Sat 17th to
Sun 18th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

TO BE
CONFIRMED
Wed 21st to
Mon 30th Jan ?

Tues 27th to
Wed 4th Jan

NSW School Holidays

VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY:
Starting in Myrtleford and ending at Lake Buffalo, winding our way through the High
Country to see Mt Selwyn, blue Rag, Dargo, Billy Goat Bluff, Craig’s Hut and many
more. Steep rocky climbs and descents, water crossings and magnificent views.
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January 2017
Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Wed 25th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!
AUSTRALIA DAY

Thur 26th
Sat 28th to
Sun 29th

Mon 30th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.
BACK TO SCHOOL (Sorry Kids!)

February 2017
Wed 8th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Thur 9th to
Sun 12th

Newcastle Caravan, Camping & Holiday Expo:
Newcastle Entertainment Centre & Showground
http://www.newcastle.supershow.com.au/

Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Fri 17th to
Sun 19th

Illawarra Caravan Camping 4WD, Fish & Boat Show:
Kembla Grange Racecourse, Wollongong www.ruralscene.com.au/

Wed 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.
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March 2017
Wed 8th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
Come and vote in your Committee for 2016-17.

Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You
must complete the Driver Training course before going on a
Club trip.

Wed 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on
our Land. Great camping and socialising.

DATE
TBA

COMMITTEE DINNER:
A chance for the old and new committees to get together and
pass on information and complete the handover of their roles.
Unofficially, it is a night out for a pleasant meal with friends.
Date and venue TBA

APRIL 2017
TASMANIA:
Chris Chapman is looking into leading a trip to beautiful Tassie. Approximate length
of trip will be 3 weeks at a date to be advised. Anyone interested in joining this trip,
please advise as soon as possible so to organise ferry bookings.

Sun 2nd

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS

Fri 7th to
Sun 9th

Tuff Truck Challenge:
Welsh’s Road, Milbrodale near Bulga www.tufftruck.com.au/

Sat 8th to
Tues 25th

NSW School Holidays
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FALL
BACK

Wed 12th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri 14th to
Mon 17th

EASTER ON THE LAND:
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land. Arrive
earlier and stay later – it’s right in the middle of school holidays.
There will be some short trips available around the local area
exploring the Southern Highlands or you can drive some of the
many tracks on the Land. Use the Land as a base to visit
Canberra, Goulburn or Moss Vale areas. Then sit back and relax
with a movie or two in the shed at night.

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Tues 25th

Tues 25th to
Wed 3rd May

ANZAC Day

Caravan, Camping, 4wd & Holiday Supershow:
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse www.supershow.com.au/

Wed 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 29th to
Sun 30th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

JUNE - JULY 2017
Thur, 22nd June to
Sun, 16th July

EARLY DRY ON CAPE YORK PENINSULA:
Meeting in Cairns, driving to Cooktown, Bloomfield Track, Lion's Den, Hope Vale &
Elim, then Cape Melville. Through Lakefield NP, then Coen, Archer River, Iron Range
NP and the Lockhart River, Chilli Beach and Cape Weymouth. Then on to the
Frenchman's Track to Batavia Downs, then north through Moreton Telegraph Station
and Bramwell Junction. Then the OTT and the Jardine River.
The return journey will take us to Vrilya and Captain Billy Landing, then rejoin the
OTT after Gunshot. West to Weipa, Mungkan Kandju NP, Laura via Coen, Musgrave
& Hann River Roadhouses. Then Palmer River Goldfields, Maytown Ruins and
Mareeba. Then Atherton or Cairns to end the trip around 11th July - your choice.
Full details on the Club website.
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JUNE/JULY
KIMBERLEY REGION, WA:
Grade C/B: We are seeking members who would be interested in doing a 6 week
trip to this region in 2018. This trip is still in the very early stages of planning, but
will start and finish in Alice Springs or Kununurra.
A general itinerary is: Alice Springs to Halls Creek via Tanami Track, to Kununurra
along the Gt Northern Highway (black top), stopping at Bungle Bungles.
From Kununurra to Broome via Gibb River Road, stopping at El Questro, Home
Valley, Mitchell Plateau, Kalumburu, Walcott Inlet, Tunnel Ck, Windjana Gorge,
Derby, Broome, Cape Leveque, Fitzroy Crossing, then returning to Alice Springs
along the Tanami.

We are looking for members to organise a
social event for a day.
It can be an afternoon of tennis, golf, or bowling,
ride a bike, a horse, a go-cart or a jet boat,
cheer at a game of football, cricket or basketball,
see a movie, a show or a carnival
have a picnic in the park, a swim in a river,
or a day at the beach
climb a hill, a mountain or the bridge,
visit a museum of history, of art, or transport.

There are so many things to do and
see in this wonderful city.

Just pick one.
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more
Trip Leaders. Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features,
walks or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded
friends from the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the
bush as much as you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour,
river cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser

Cheers,

Murray
Trip Co-ordinator
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip
a few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where
mobile phones don’t work.
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TRIP CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching
and/or towing will almost definitely be required. Participants will be
required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment. The
trip leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is
considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some
winching and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of this
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most
circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to
base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination.

UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION
USED FOR

CHANNEL/S

COMMENTS

Calling
(Established by law)

11

To call or locate another station. Parties then switch to a conversation
channel.

Conversations

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work. Receives on
channels 1-8. Transmits on channels 31-38 automatically. When
within range of a repeater, it will increase the communication
difference. Operation in simplex mode on these channels is not
permitted when in range of a repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two channels.
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CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should
only call on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any
other person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the
previous vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following
vehicle, especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details
of their intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated
position in the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that
vehicle slows down and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in
the convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This
is the signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in
the convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the
convoy after ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the
rescue operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are
particularly asked to keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.
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BIG RED BASH
& FLINDERS RANGES
30 JUNE TO 16 JULY 2016

Trip Leader:
Steve & Rollanda R

"Clarence" the Land Cruiser

Trip Followers:
Tony N & Sally L
Iro, Tania & Fiona S
Paul & Kathryn W
Danny & Beth W
Peter C & Gillian P
John F
John, Norma & Natalie M
Ron K

Pajero with Tvan
"Stacey-Lee" the Patrol
Land Cruiser
“Pat” the Patrol with Tvan “Charlie”
Patrol with Camper Trailer
Land Cruiser with Camper Trailer
Discovery with Caravan
Patrol

For the sake of causing the least amount of confusion,
the word WE refers to Iro, Tania & Fiona
and THE GROUP refers to all travellers,
unless specific names are used.
PRE-TRIP:
It is three days before we leave home and one week to the start of the Big Red Bash
Concert. All concert goers are sent an email stating:
BIG RED BASH CHANGE OF VENUE:
Significant rainfall in Birdsville and Big Red on Sunday 26th June has forced a change of
venue for the 2016 Birdsville Big Red Bash. While the rain hasn't adversely impacted the
concert and camping site, it has severely impacted the road from Birdsville to Big Red, as
well as the access road into the venue from Little Red to Big Red. These roads will dry out
and improve over the next few days, however they will still require repair work and have been
deemed unsuitable for the volume and variety of vehicle traffic travelling to Big Red Bash
site, both in the event set-up stage and during and after the Bash.
In the interests of our guests safety, as well as the organisers ability to deliver a quality event,
the decision has been made to relocate the concert venue to the Birdsville Oval, directly
opposite the iconic Birdsville Hotel, adjacent to the Birdsville Bakery and Wirrari Visitors
Centre. Other than the change in venue, the Birdsville Big Red Bash remains the same in all
other aspects, particularly in terms of the entertainment program and the ability of people to
camp nearby.

So BRB, has now changed to BOB - Birdsville Oval Bash.
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THURSDAY, 30TH JUNE
After days of packing and reorganising, the many hours of playing tetris payed off and we
managed to get everything into the truck with a little space left over for the driver and
passengers.
We left home at 4.30am, had breakfast at McDonalds Lithgow (it's not so crowded during
the week than on a Saturday morning), then drove through Mudgee, Gulgong, a quick stop
to use the loo in Dunedoo (of course). On again through Gilgandra, Gulargambone,
Coonamble, Walgett, and finally got to today's destination of Lightning Ridge by 2pm. We
checked into the Crocodile Caravan Park, which we found is not very suitable for campers
and really is a "caravan" park, and although it's not the greatest, the staff were very
friendly and welcoming.
As it was still very early, we decided to have a walk
around the town. Had a look at some opals - no, I
didn't buy any - checked the house prices at the
local real estate agent, had a quick look through
the John Murray Art Gallery, then back to the
caravan park. That killed a whole hour. Then we
set up our tents and went to the camp kitchen to
check out the facilities and watch a bit of TV.
Could only get Ch9, so Iro couldn't watch B&B What a shame - NOT! Spoke too soon. Iro worked
out how to use the remote control and found Ch10
- DAMN IT!!!

Fiona & Friend outside mining museum.

We had dinner, then Fiona and I went back to the camp kitchen to watch the footy, only to
find it full of grey nomads. We tried to strike up a conversation with them, but they weren't
too interested in talking to us, so we sat in a corner, looked through some old magazines
and doing the puzzles that hadn't been done. While waiting for the footy to start, we met a
lovely couple from Queensland, Astrid and Chris. They told me that the grey nomads were
a group from all around the district that come together once a year in Lightning Ridge to
have a lawn bowls competition and were not very interested in talking with anyone else.
By the time the footy started, all the lawn bowlers had left, possibly because it was past
their bed time of 7.30, and we had the place all to ourselves. The result of the footy was
Bulldogs 24 v Roosters 20. Fiona and I went back to our tent, two very happy girls. (Sorry
Steve).
Steve and Rollanda, Tony and Sally were also in Lightning Ridge at this time. However,
we did not meet with them as we were all staying in different parks / motels.
FRIDAY, 1ST JULY
We slept in a bit, so after a quick pack up and the use of the camp kitchen for breakfast, it
wasn't long before we were on our way. We actually passed Rollanda as she was having
her breakfast, but she saw us and we didn't see her.
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We drove through the towns of Hebel, Dirranbandi, St George,
Mitchell, Morven, and got into Charleville at 3pm. We found the
caravan park 2km on the other side of Charleville. It didn't look
like much at first sight, but then we were directed to our camp
and it was very nice. Lots of others people around in caravans
and camper trailers, most of which were heading to BRB. We
set up our tents, had nice hot showers and went into town to
have a look around. We were to meet up with Steve, Rollanda,
Tony & Sally for dinner at the Corones Hotel. We all had a very
filling meal and talked of our travels to get here, then we went
our separate ways to our three separate caravan parks.
Fiona & Iro with Matilda from the 1988 Brisbane Commonwealth Games

SATURDAY, 2ND JULY
The group met at the Gull Roadhouse at 9am as planned, made a couple of phone calls to
check if some were actually going to meet us there and we were on our way. We got into
Quilpie at around 11.30am and as it was Market Day, we had a short break and a wander
around the town checking out the many stalls of beautifully displayed hand-made wares.
We had a bite to eat, found the local loo and we were off again, this time heading for
Windorah.
There were so many other travellers with
caravans, campers and trucks of all sizes.
When we finally got to Windorah, the line for
fuel at the service station stretched for three
blocks in front of us, and it just kept getting
longer and longer behind us. With our jerry
cans, we had enough fuel to make it to
Birdsville. The other idea we had was to find
a camp outside Windorah, but with all this
traffic building up behind us, we decided to
go as far as possible during daylight hours.

Water on road from last week's rain.

The couple of rest stops we passed now looked like small cities, so we pushed on a bit
further and found a nice flat and open area to set up camp. We were about 250km from
Birdsville. We made camp, had dinner, then gathered around a small but very warming
camp fire.
SUNDAY, 3RD JULY
We woke very early watching the sun rise as we packed up our gear. Many vehicles with
campers passed us as we were doing so and all heading for Birdsville. As we wanted to
get on the road quickly, breakfast was a bottle of water and a couple of muesli bars. Just
before we left, Steve notice that Clarence had a flat tyre. He pumped it up and would
check it again 20km down the road.
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When we stopped a little later at the side of
the road, the tyre was checked and it did have
a leak. So the boys got to change the tyre,
and as they were doing so, many a camper
passed us by. So much for the early start but these things do happen.

Changing the flat tyre.

We continued on to Birdsville and headed straight for the petrol station. There were five
lines for the pumps, but they all seemed to be going through without too much of a wait.
The servo took advantage of the huge influx of vehicles with diesel priced at $1.60 per
litre. Once we had refuelled, we headed for the BRB ticket office to get our pre-printed
tickets scanned and were given wrist bands. Then we headed for the Early Bird camp
ground about 1km down the Big Red Track.
After being told (and not too subtlety) by some already camped, that we were not welcome
to camp next to them, we went further out and found a patch of dirt all to ourselves. And
even though more campers came, they set up theirs just far enough away for us not to
care. (So HA HA to you two feral's, and to the very large woman (??) in the green t-shirt buy yourself a bra, luv. The twins are already hanging to your belly button). Once our
camps were set up, I did some rearranging of the back drawer and Steve plugged the
whole in the flat tyre. Then the group sat back, relaxed and enjoyed each other's
company. Fiona and I then went for a walk and met with Danny and Beth who were
camped in "Tvan City".
After dinner, Tony made a small but warming camp fire, and when that died down, we went
to bed.
MONDAY, 4TH JULY
It was a nice sleep in while it lasted, then it was a half hour line up for the loo. We moved
our chairs into the warming morning sun to have a leisurely breakfast and just relax. By
10am, Iro, Fiona and I decided to get the shuttle bus into town only to find that the bus
service didn't start till 11am, so we went back to camp. A little later, Sally needed to take
her vehicle for a run to recharge the fridge battery, so Sally and Rollanda, with me and
Fiona went into town. First we did a drive by, seeing where everything was situated, then
we parked the vehicle and went for a walk to see the different displays of sponsors and
locals.
Fiona and I wanted to check out the BRB merchandise, while Sally and Rollanda wanted
to get some items from the General Store, so we went our separate ways and Fiona and I
would get the shuttle bus back to camp.
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However, the line for the merchandise was very
long and barely moving, so we headed to the
Birdsville Bakery. Sally and Rollanda found that
the General Store had run out of nearly everything
and then made their way to the Bakery. Needless
to say, we met each other again at the front of the
Bakery. I had the luck of getting to the counter
just as a fresh batch of Curried Camel pies were
brought out. We bought our pies and some for
the boys, jumped back into Sally's vehicle, went
back to camp and devoured the delicious pies. As
for the Curried Camel, it was very nice, but there
was so much curry in it, you couldn't taste the
camel and it could have been any sort of meat.
Sturt's Desert Pea outside the Birdsville Bakery.

After the pies, we began getting things ready to take to the concert. Sally was very kind to
drive Iro, Fiona and myself to town, went back to camp for Steve and Rollanda and
brought them into town, then went back to camp again to return a little closer to the
concert start time.
We had another quick look around and there was barely a line for the merchandise, so
while Iro went for a wander, Fiona was minding our gear and I was in line. A small group
of guys lined up behind me. I turned around to find it was Rick from the Offroad Adventure
Show, then Iro joined in and we had a nice chat while waiting in line. Later, we met Steve
and Rollanda and went to the main gate where we waited for two hours. We wanted to get
a really good spot, and as we were the first in line, once the gates opened at 4.30pm,
Fiona made a dash to our designated spot with a picnic blanket, while the rest of us got
there as quickly as we could with chairs and cooler bags.

At about 5.30pm, the proceedings began with MC Wilbur Wilde entertaining us with some
jokes, then introducing the organiser of the Bash, Greg Donovan, who explained again
why the concert had to be moved from Big Red to the Birdsville Oval. Wilbur came back
then introduced Brian Cadd and Glenn Shorrock, and for two Aussie Rock Legends in their
70's, they can still sing out a tune. They began with songs from their idols, The Beatles,
The Rolling Stones, songs from their early days in the music industry, then songs from
when they got together with the band Axion.
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My Mumma Moment
I got a little teary when they sang "A Little Ray of Sunshine" and having my baby girl (now
nearly 16) sitting next to me. This was one of the first songs I heard on the radio when we
brought her home for the first time and I felt my first connection to her (only mum's would
understand this). So this song has some extra special meaning to me.

They continued on with songs from Little River Band and more. It was a wonderful concert
going for two and a half hours.
Now it was time for the max exodus and the line up for the shuttle bus back to camp was
enormous, so Iro, Fiona and I decided to walk back to camp. We put our chairs and things
into the back of Tony and Sally's vehicle, then began our walk. We were told in all the
BRB notes that the Early Bird camp was "just 1 km out of town", but was actually about
2.5km, then the extra half km to our campsite, but we made it. We decided that tomorrow
we would take our own vehicle in to town early enough to find good parking.
TUESDAY, 5TH JULY
Had a sleep in - I think - as I had no idea what time it was, but I could hear people moving
about. Got up and went to the usual line up for the loo, but it's a great way to meet the
neighbours. Had some breakfast and packed a few things ready for the day ahead.
Rolled up the car awning, removed anything attached to the vehicle so it wouldn't be
dragging half our camp behind us, and waited out the time by reading or writing this report.
Got a good car park near the Bakery and the
line up for the concert had already begun at
10.30am. We met Paul and Kathryn while
waiting in line with the rest of the concertgoers, and a couple a false starts with people
standing up, picking up their things ready to
move forward, then sitting down again. The
gate opening time had come and gone while
the sound engineers tried to fix some
problems with mikes, speakers and lighting.
Our view of the stage.
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Christine Anu

The Desert Dirt Dancers

The gates were finally opened and Fiona did the dash to our
appointed spot. The concert began with Wilbur Wilde
introducing Christine Anu. She sang her hits including "Party",
"My Island Home" and a few more. Next were The Desert Dirt
Dancers - a group of Aboriginal kids showing some traditional
dances that tell the stories of the Emu and the Kangaroo. Then
it was Shane Howard, who was the lead singer of Goanna, and
of course singing "Solid Rock". Next was Adam Harvey who
entertained us with his mother-in-law jokes in between his
songs. Fiona had never heard of him before, but she really
liked his songs. At this point Fiona and I got up and went to the
back of the crowd, slowly moving closer to the stage whenever
a gap was seen. Adam Harvey was joined for a couple of
songs by Troy Cassar-Daley. After a short break while the
roadies re-arranged instruments on the stage, Troy CassarDaley did his part in entertaining the crowd, and at this time
Fiona and I were about 5 bodies from the front. Then the
headliner for the night, Paul Kelly, with Vika and Linda Bull,
were on stage for the last hour and a half. He sang some of his
hits like "Dumb Things", "To Her Door", "From Little things big
things Grow" and many more. When he got to his 4th song, we
made it to the front barrier and about 2 metres left of centre
stage. Linda Bull gave Fiona a smile and a quick wave.

Paul,

Paul Kelly

Kathryn,

Steve,

Fiona,

Vika Bull

Sally, Tony,

Linda Bull
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Rollanda,

Shane Howard

Adam Harvey

Iro

Troy Cassar-Daley

Then the concert came to an end - for tonight anyway, and everyone made for the exits.
The management had things a bit more organised this time with different exits for the
different shuttle busses. At least we didn't have to walk it tonight and had Stacey-Lee
parked nearby.
WEDNESDAY, 6TH JULY
We left a bit earlier today taking Stacey-Lee and again parking near the Bakery. However
others thought the same, but we weren't too far from the front of the line. Then the line
had to be moved for the competitors of the Priscilla Drag Race, where ordinary people
dressed as drag queens ran a circuit of the Birdsville Oval. When that was done, those
that lined up moved back into their positions and everyone had their chairs at the ready for
the 2 hour wait for the gates to open. When eventually we were allowed through, our
secret weapon Fiona, once again did the dash and secured our preferred spot. That
makes 3 out of 3.

Wilbur Wilde & Greg Donovan

Col Finley

First on the bill today was Country singer Col Finley, who
I've never actually heard of before, but he was very good.
Then it was Russell Morris and he had to sing "The Real
Thing". Then while the roadies were moving things around
on the stage, Wilbur introduced the Diamantina Mayor,
Geoff Morton who welcomed the crowd to Birdsville. Fiona
and I made our move and when Adam Brand got to the
stage, we were about 3rd from the front barrier. Adam
sang a few of his songs and by the time he got to his 4th
song, we made it to the front. Then he sang "Are you
gonna be my girl" by Jet. Just when I had got that song out
of my head from the Club's 40th, there it is again. Fiona
was at the barrier with me standing behind her, and this
time we were about 1 metre to the right of centre stage.
Next act up was The Angels with Dave Gleeson (ex
Screaming Jets) as lead singer - and he can be a bit scary
up close. He sang "Take a Long Line", Shadow Boxer, We
gotta get out of this place, and of course "Am I ever gonna
see your face again" with the crowd answering "No way,
get F---ed, F--- off".
Then it was time for the man himself - Jimmy Barnes. A
little space in the crowd opened up and I moved in, so now
Fiona and I were side by side. Jimmy had his wife Jane
and his daughter Elly-May as 2 of the 3 back-up singers,
and his son Jackie was playing the drums. He sang "I'd die
to be with you tonight" - Wow - he can sure scream out a
ballad.
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Russell Morris

Diamantina Mayor
Geoff Morton

Adam Brand

My Jimmy Moment
His 4th song - and one of my favourites - was "Flame Tree" and as he sang a line, he
looked straight at me and we were singing together. I don't know about Jimmy, but I
certainly had a moment - a few actually !!!
Next he sang "Little Darling", then "Working class Man” and the whole venue erupted. It
was brilliant. A few more old favourites from Cold Chisel and Jimmy, and at the end of the
night, I had nearly lost my voice and was beginning to sound just like Jimmy. He said he
has such a great time at BRB that he may do it again next year. What a shame that I can't.
He left the stage, but was back for an encore with Khe Sahn, and that was it.

Dave Gleeson

Jimmy Barnes

It was fantastic and Fiona had a great time at her first real rock concert. She says it was
"ROCKIN' AWESOME".
We collected our things and got back to camp, but I was still on a high, so in went the ear
phones and on went the iPod till I relaxed enough to fall asleep.
THURSDAY, 7TH JULY
We packed most of our things, but left the tents up to dry
while we took a run over to Big Red. It has changed so
much since we were here 5 years ago - so much greener
with a lot more shrubs. We didn't go to the top of Big Red
this time as there were so many others wanting to do the
same.
We drove back to the camp, packed up our now dry
tents, and went to the Bakery. This was the group
meeting point, as we spread over 4 different camping
areas.
Here we met with Peter and Gillian with their group of concert goers, then Paul and
Kathryn arrived and then Ron, who didn't attend the concert. Later came Jack, John &
Norma with their daughter Natalie. We then lined up our vehicles across the road from the
caravan park for Danny and Beth to join us. Peter's friend, Howard from Hema, joined us
for this leg of the trip. When everyone had arrived, we headed down the Birdsville Track.
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We stopped on the roadside for a bite of lunch and checked out each other's vehicles.
Howard and Iro were in deep conversation and Iro didn't hesitate to ask him a few
questions about his GPS.
It was dusty going - and in some places
VERY dusty at the tail end - till we got to
the Mungarannie Hotel where we stopped
for the night. Being on the main road from
Birdsville, many other people on their way
home from the BRB had the same idea.
Once our camps were set up, we had
dinner and settled in for the night.

FRIDAY, 8TH JULY
We packed up our things, thinking we were running late for our 8.30am start, however we
forgot that South Australia was a half hour behind, so we ended up with plenty of time to
spare. John and Norma had already left at this time as Natalie needed to get back in time
for work. Paul and Kathryn didn't join us today, as they were spending a couple of days in
Marree for the Camel Races. We headed off from Mungarannie Hotel and today our
vehicle was second in line, so it was a lot less dust for us than yesterday at the tail end.

Our first stop for the day was Marree, where we looked over the old Ghan Railway, filled
up our vehicles with fuel and bought some morning tea. Here we said goodbye to Peter,
Gillian and Howard as they were heading to Cameron's Corner. Then we were on the road
again and our next stop was Copley, where we had some lunch at a local park and
stretched our legs for a while. Then it was on to Arkaroola via Warta and Nepabunna, and
watching out for the numerous animals wanting to play amongst our vehicles. As we set
up our camps at Arkaroola, it was just in time to watch the sun set over the mountains.
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On our way to the bathroom, Fiona and I had a quick look at the laundry. I think great - 1
washer and 1 dryer. We then went to have showers, but while I had got in the cubical and
was half stripped, the lights went out leaving the whole bathroom in total darkness.
Luckily, Fiona was still out and managed to find the light switch that was on a 10 minute
timer. So while I showered, Fiona kept pushing the button in every few minutes, then I did
the same for her.
My Dumb Moment
So after our showers, we went back to the laundry and I put load number 1 in the small
washer (old & top loading). Read a book while I waited for that to finish, then transferred
that load into the dryer (newer & front loading). But before I turned on the dryer, I put load
number 2 into the washer. With that done, I returned to turn on the dryer only to find that it
was another washer. Too late to stop load number 2 as everything was now wet anyway.
So, what to do. Put all now clean - but wet - washing back into bag to hang out in the
morning. Went to bed that night feeling extremely pissed off with myself.
SATURDAY, 9TH JULY
We had a leisurely sleep in and breakfast,
then I went to the 3 clothes lines to hang out
the washing only find that they were already
full. I found a section and managed to
squeeze in most of the clothing until I ran
out of pegs. Iro had some unused tent
ropes and strung them up between a tree
and a post near our campsite, and Rollanda and Sally let me borrow some of their pegs.
Still feeling very peeved with myself, satisfied that the washing was all hung out, and
hoping it will be all there and dry when we get back.
At 10am the group went to the office to collect a key for the
tracks and pay a vehicle fee of $45. We started at Arkaroola
Village and trekked our way to Mt Oliphant, Arkaroola
Waterhole, Echo Camp, Bararranna Gorge and Waterhole,
Paralana Springs, Arkaroola Springs, Stubs Waterhole,
Lively's Gold Mine, the Ochre Wall, and Arkaroola Homestead
- just to name a few. There are many more points of interest.

That night, Iro, Fiona and I booked into the restaurant for dinner and it was sure worth it,
with the beef schnitzel almost as big as the plate itself. Whether the bar was under-staffed
or they didn't know what they were doing, Iro realised later that we were not charged for
our drinks and entree's. We would really sleep well tonight with our food coma's.
SUNDAY, 10TH JULY
We woke early to see a beautiful sunrise over the mountains. I took some photos then
turned around to see a large and colourful rainbow. The dark clouds were heading our
way and it wasn't long before it started to rain on us. So we packed up really quickly
before the rain became any heavier, but of course, when we were done packing the rain
had stopped.
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As there was still plenty of time before we leave, we went up to the shop/office and looked
around one last time. At this time, those with trailers left them at the campsite and the
group met outside the office. The clear weather didn't last long and we had a lot of drizzle
for most of the morning. This made some sections of the track very muddy and slippery.
We stopped at Grindle's Hut for short lunch break where it was cold and windy, and only
the very adventurous actually got out of their warm vehicles. The sun shone through for a
little while, but more dark rain clouds were heading our way. As it was already 2pm, it was
decided to go back to Arkaroola village for another night instead of picking up trailers and
finding a bush camp for the night.

By the time we got back to Arkaroola Village, the wind was blowing a gale. As soon as our
little tent was up, I made dinner even though it was only 4pm. Just as I had finished
cooking, it began to rain. So I plated up, shoved everything in the back of the truck to be
cleaned later, and Iro and I ate dinner in the front seats, while Fiona was in the tent
wrapped in a sleeping bag.
Then Ron came to us and suggested we all go to the bar to get out of the wind and have
something warming to drink. While there, Iro asked if there were any rooms available.
There was and he booked it. So we left Fiona and Ron at the bar and went back to camp
to pack up our things. I just threw all the sleeping gear onto the back seat and we folded
up the tent as quickly as we could, just as it began to rain again. We went to the room
which looked just perfect for us with a double bed, a single bed, a bathroom, and walls that
stayed up in the wind. It wasn't much, but it looked 5 Star to us compared to a wind-blown
tent.
We went back to the bar, had a drink and watched a bit of footy on the TV, even though it
was AFL. Then we went back to the room to have a hot shower, but there was no water hot or cold. However, we did have a lovely night's sleep, but we could still hear the wind
howling outside.
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MONDAY, 11TH JULY
We went to the bar for a nice hot coffee
and hot chocolate, then we joined Steve
and Rollanda for breakfast. The group
gathered and we were on our way by
9.30am to Willow Springs. We stopped for
a bite to eat by the roadside, then
continued on. We detoured to Blinman to
pick up some supplies and went on to
Willow Springs.
During this section, Iro had a shock and thought he was
running low on fuel, so after setting up our tent, he went off
to Wilpena Pound for fuel. However, he only put 35 litres in
before the tank was full. He realised that the gauge for the
sub tank was giving a false reading and put it down to a
loose wire while going over the corrugations.

The wind was still blowing, and when Iro came back he suggested we go have a look at
Stokes Hill, which was only a short drive from where we were camped. We thought the
wind was bad at camp, but up on that hill it was bloody freezing. We stayed here for about
20 minutes and went back to camp, passing Steve and Rollanda, Tony and Sally, Danny
and Beth, on their way to the Hill.

As soon as we got back to camp, I began to make
dinner, then when the others returned we had happy
hour around the fire. Danny and Steve threw in
packets of "Rainbow Fire", so we got to watch the
bush camp colour TV. Then Rollanda got out some
metre long sparklers that really lit up the area. As
much as I loved the company and the talk around
the fire, I had had enough of the cold wind, so Fiona
and I went to our tent to warm up in our sleeping
bags. And that was at 7pm - the others continued on
till around 9pm.
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TUESDAY, 12TH JULY
The wind did not stop during the night and there
were a couple of times where I thought our little tent
was going to fall down, but thankfully it held up very
well. As we began to resurface in the morning, the
clouds began to come over our way again and soon
we were covered in a light rain. Clarence woke to
find his OSR tyre flat, so Steve with the help of Iro
and Ron, changed it.

Jack and Ron packed up their things and went off to Wilpena Pound, while the rest of the
group did Skytrek. There were many points of interest which were noted in the booklet
we were given on arrival, such as the many
different kinds of native trees and shrubs,
aboriginal carvings, and the many animals that
wander through.
It was another windy day and at some of our photo
opportunities, we were nearly blown away, but the
views from the lookouts were spectacular. It took
nearly all day to do Skytrek with its many points of
interest and a few steep and rocky tracks.

Family of Emu's

Old Shepherd's Hut

Vambata Hill

As we made our way back to camp at 3pm, Iro wanted to show Fiona and me something
he saw the day before on the way to Wilpena Pound, but then he couldn't find it. However,
we ended up at Wilpena Pound anyway and then he decided he wanted to book a room
for the next night. I was quite happy to continue camping but Mr Princess said he wanted
a room whatever the cost.
We got back to our camp at Willow Springs, then went to the camp kitchen to cook and eat
our dinner out of the freezing winds.
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WEDNESDAY, 13TH JULY
We packed up our camps, went to the camp kitchen for breakfast, then we headed off to
Wilpena Pound. We went to the reception desk to find they could not take our booking
because the Telstra Internet was down. As Mr Princess had booked us into a room the
day before, but we were unable to check in at this time. We met with Ron and Jack, then
the group went to see the Sacred Canyon. We walked along the canyon to see many
aboriginal carvings on the rock walls.

The Sacred Canyon

The group then went on to see the Geological Track that took us into the rim of Wilpena
Pound, where we saw many different rock formations and even more spectacular views.

Razorback Ridge

There were many water puddles along the track from the rain the night before, and the
boys were having a fun time splashing through them.

Splashing through the water

View from Brachina Lookout

After a few hours of driving around this amazing place, we went back to Wilpena Pound,
we booked into our room and we were so looking forward to a hot shower. However, you
would think that for $210 a night we would at least have hot water - no such luck. Iro went
exploring in the service lane behind the rooms, found the hot water service and turned up
the heat, but still no hot water. He also followed the pipes and couldn't work out where
they led to. He spoke to one of the cleaners, who then went to check it with reception.
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It turns out that our room shared a water heater
with the room opposite who had used up all the
hot water. So we ended up having cold showers
and filling up the bathroom sink with hot water
from the kettle. Then we caught up with the news
on TV and Iro got to catch up with B&B.
Iro turned on the room heating and just as we were getting all nice and warm, at 5.45pm
the power to the whole building went out. We left the room as we were meeting everyone
in the bar at 6pm for pre-dinner drinks, and talking with Jack and Ron found out that they
had lovely hot showers and a really nice camp site.

After 10 minutes, the power came back on, then after the next 10 minutes, went off again.
Iro and I went to the Main Desk to tell them that we were not happy with all this as we had
difficulty getting into our room because the computers were down, no hot water, and no
power. I told the lady that we were meeting friends and are we going to get our dinners.
She assured me that the kitchen was on a separate power source to the rest of the
building. I said we would have been better off camping.
We returned to the bar and while we were waiting, one of the Aboriginal Elders that run the
place named Mick, asked if we would like to join him outside for an official "Welcome to the
Area". It was very interesting as he named the different areas and the names of the
groups of people that lived here and in the surrounding areas. When the talk was over, we
found our way to the dining room and our table, then the lights came back on and stayed
on.
To order dinner was a half hour line up, then when you get to the desk, told that it was
payment by cash only as the computers were down. This frustrated many people as they
could have been told this while waiting in line so they could arrange to have the cash in
hand. Iro put it down on our room bill.
We had our dinner, and the power managed to stay on
for us to watch Origin 3 at the bar TV. I had a feud with
one of the boys behind the bar who went for
Queensland.
I looked at him and said "I bet you go for Brisbane".
He said, "That's right".
I said, " Yeah, figures!" (with an eye roll).
The result was NSW 18 v QLD 14. The blues won the
game, but lost the series.
After the game, the group went off in different directions to their rooms or camps for the
night. Back in our room and we still didn't have any hot water even though it had been
over 3 hours later.
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THURSDAY, 14TH JULY
I woke up in a bad mood (Iro will say that's nothing new), but this time it was due to the
lumpy bed and lack of sleep. We went to the dining room to meet Steve and Rollanda, but
there was no-one at the desk. I said "Stuff it". With amount we paid for the room and what
we had to deal with, I think we were entitled to a free hot breakfast. So I marched into that
dining room and helped myself to a hot buffet breakfast. Until one of the waiters spotted
Fiona and asked her for the room number. Iro then went to the desk and took care of that,
again charging it to our room bill as the computers were still down.
After breakfast, Iro went to the Main Desk to ask for a reduction in the bill due to all the
problems. He got a 15% off the entire bill, but he still couldn't actually pay it. (He got sent
the bill 3 days later).
We met the group in the car park except for Tony and
Sally who had left early wanting a bit of time to look
around Broken Hill, which was our next destination.
We drove through Hawker, Craddock, then took a dirt
road where, along the way, Clarence threw another
shoe. Iro, Jack and Ron helped Steve change the
tyre, but there were no quick fixes to this one as it was
shredded to bits.
With Clarence being fully loaded on the soft dirt, Iro
had to use two jacks to get the height to change the
wheel. I said that this was the third time Iro has been
under Clarence. I'm starting to get jealous. Steve's
reply was "Clarence likes to be on top". It all got done
eventually, then we continued on the dirt road to Yunta
where we stopped for lunch.
The group got into Broken Hill, went straight to the
Broken Hill Tourist Park where Tony and Sally were
staying, and we booked into a cabin. The most amazing
thing is we had power AND heating AND water AND it
was hot. Who would have thought you could have all
this in one little cabin.
We arranged to meet at the front gate and went to the Tydvil
Hotel for dinner. This hotel is owned by the Australian cricket
coach Darren Lehmann.
The group left the hotel, and as our GPS was taking a moment
to fire up, we decided to follow Steve and Rollanda. However,
we didn't know that they were going to Woolies first. When we
realised that they were not heading straight to the park, I said to
Pic from internet
Iro - "just for the fun of it, let's follow them. After all, they are the
trip leaders". It was good for a laugh, at least. So we had a little night time drive around
Broken Hill, and in doing so, we found the car wash and the Macca's where we would be
meeting in the morning.
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FRIDAY, 15TH JULY
We met at McDonald's for breakfast, except for Tony and Sally who were staying another
day in Broken Hill, then went on to Wilcannia where we stopped for a wee break. This was
my 3rd time in Wilcannia, but the first time I actually got out of the vehicle. Our next stop
was Emmdale, about 70km out of Wilcannia. Emmdale Road House is small, very friendly,
and is the perfect place to stop for lunch, as it is right in the middle between Nyngan and
Broken Hill. On our way again, we stopped in Cobar for fuel and continued on to Nyngan.
We said our Goodbyes to Steve and Rollanda via the
radio as they went on to Dubbo. We got another cabin for
the night at Riverside Tourist Park. The cabin (No 24) was
so nice, it was a shame we were only staying one night.
Ron also booked into a cabin for this last night of the trip.
Sometime during the evening Tony and Sally camped
here as well, but we didn't see each other.
SATURDAY, 16TH JULY
A fairly uneventful day. Jack and Ron had already left very early in the morning. We left
the cabin at 8am, only to see Tony and Sally's Tvan in the distance on the way out.
Leaving Nyngan, we drove through Trangie, Narromine, Dubbo, Wellington, Molong and
Orange. We stopped at Macca's in Bathurst, then we were back on the road through
Lithgow, Katoomba, then home sweet home at 3.30pm. So now we unload the truck and
slowly pack everything away again.
Looking forward to our next trip - although we don't know when or where that will be.

A BIG THANKS to our Trip Leaders
Steve and Rollanda
and many thanks to our travelling companions
who kept us entertained with interesting conversations
and a few good laughs.
Tony & Sally hired their Tvan here.

Tvan Camper Trailer Sales & Hire
Contact us:
 To hire a fully equipped Tvan off road camper trailer
 For a demonstration of the Tvan
 To talk about buying a Tvan
Dealer for:
 Track Trailer, Melbourne
Visit us in Canberra or at a caravan & camping show
Check our website for details
INDEPENDENT TRAILERS
ABN: 34 102 155 962

Peter and Catherine, 0412 866 375
www.independenttrailers.com.au
info@independenttrailers.com.au
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FLINDERS RANGES & STRZELECKI TRACK
Sunday 14th August to Saturday 27th August 2016

In August 2016, a group of Nissan Patrol Club members participated in a wide-ranging outback trip
that took in the Flinders and Gammon Ranges in South Australia; a section of the Strzelecki Track,
Cameron Corner; and Mutawintji National Park.
Trip participants were Mark C (trip leader); Eve & Trevor W, Steve
S with son Thomas, Marcel C & Joe B, Ben P and Beth & Danny
W. In contrast to other club trips, this one was a little unusual in
that it was an all Nissan Patrol affair. All were tent or swag campers,
except for Beth & Danny who towed a T-Van affectionately named
‘Charlie’ (as in tail-end Charlie – always follows Beth & Danny’s
Patrol).
Of note, this was Ben’s first club trip to experience the Outback and
he even got to experience the role of tail end Charlie – and practice
closing gates … ad nauseum. We enjoyed his company immensely.

The formal part of the trip started with a Sunday afternoon rendezvous at
Silverton, NSW. Some of the trip participants opted to arrive in the area a day
or two early to visit some of the sights at Broken Hill and Silverton, including
the Mad Max Museum. Most met up either while refuelling in Broken Hill prior
to the rendezvous, or at the Living Desert Sculpture Park, a major tourist
attraction in the local area. Camping for the first night was at Penrose Park
Caravan Park, Silverton. The whole outback area is unusually lush and green at
the moment and Penrose Park proved to be a very pleasant overnight location
away from the comparatively urban and sterile caravan parks in Broken Hill.
First activity for the Silverton night was a short journey to the west of the town
to watch the sunset from a raised vantage point and to glimpse the rare line up
of Venus, Jupiter and Mercury descending near the horizon. Mars and Saturn
were also visible higher in the sky.
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The trip proper commenced next day with a transit to Hawker, SA, in the Southern Flinders Ranges.
Travelling back through Broken Hill and down the Barrier Highway, it was black top as far as Yunta
where the group turned right to meander along dirt roads to Hawker. On the way, we stopped for a
photo op at the NSW-SA border and then again to inspect the Post
Office and Hotel ruins at the long abandoned town of Waukaringa.
This town was first settled in 1873 with the discovery of gold but
as the gold diminished so did the town until it was abandoned in
the 1950s and declassified as a town in 1982. The nearby
goldfields produced approximately 1,427 kilograms of gold
between 1873 and 1969.
Next stop was at the Windowarta Hut ruins on Holowiliena
Station. The hut complex, which originally comprised a three hut
outstation is located approximately 20 km east of the main house
and was the secondary concentration of activity on the sheep
pastoral lease. Only two hut ruins remain at this site – a
substantial stone building which was occupied by at least two
generations of the same family working the sheep pastoral lease
and a lesser wooden hut occupied by workers. A fully functional
and well maintained windmill and stone water storage tank are
located nearby. Holowiliena Station has the distinction of being
the last property in SA still in the same family as per the original
lease (circa 1855) – now owned and operated by the family’s fifth
generation. The station now provides pre-booked historical tours.
After Windowarta, we continued on our scenic drive to Hawker for a stop at the Hawker Caravan
Park which has good facilities, including an enclosed camp kitchen where we held our happy hour
and some prepared meals.
Day 2 of the trip commenced with an attempt to visit some
Aboriginal rock art at Yourambulla Caves near Hawker but we
had to do a U-turn as the road was marked as closed (no reason
given). We then took a short detour to visit the former
township/community area of Hookina where the group inspected
the remains of an old Bullock Dray which highlights the former
township’s importance as a waystop through the Flinders Ranges
in the mid-1850s. Up to 13 transiting Bullock teams at a time
would be catered for by the pub, blacksmith and other town folk.
We then set off for our next destination, Wilpena Pound
Caravan Park, via the very scenic Moralana Road which
skirts the southern wall of Wilpena Pound and passes
through Arkaba Station. Arkaba Station used to provide
camping and self-guided 4WD opportunities but they
have now been discontinued. This drive was especially
scenic as it wound its way through rolling hills that are
very lush and green following good winter rains in the
area. On arrival at Wilpena, we took an early check-in to
the Caravan Park and had a leisurely afternoon ahead of
Happy Hour and an after dinner campfire gathering.
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Day 3 at Wilpena was a free day for individuals to do what they wished. Most opted to walk or take
a shuttle bus to the set-off point for a visit to historic Hill Homestead and the 500m long rocky climb
(112m ascent) to the Pound Lookout (686m). Steve, Marcel and Thomas went a step (actually many
steps) further by climbing to St Mary Peak, at 1171m the highest point on the Pound’s rim and
reportedly quite a hand-over-fist scramble near the peak. The guide book says it’s a 9½ hr trek but
our fit guys did it in way less time than that. Others took the opportunity to visit Old Wilpena Station
or aboriginal rock art at nearby Arkaroo. Wilpena Pound itself was used as a sheep station in its
heyday as it is fully enclosed except for a narrow passage along the creek to where the caravan park
and resort are now located. The Pound is now part of the Flinders Ranges National Park, also known
by its Aboriginal name, Ikara.
On Day 4 most of the group took the SkyTrek selfguided 4WD tour out of Willow Springs Station.
The trek is 78km long and winds its way around
Willow Springs Station covering a number of
different terrain features, including a fairly steep
and challenging climb and descent section over the
last 12km. This is one of the most publicised and
well known self-guide tours in the Flinders and
used to encompass the much more scenic Bunkers Conservation Reserve which abuts the station,
however, a fee disagreement with the Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby Preservation Association who
owns and manages the Reserve saw the Reserve section excised from the SkyTrek tour in 2011.
On this occasion, Beth and Danny opted to do the Mt
Caernarvon Track self-guided tour through the Bunkers
Hill Conservation Reserve, and having driven the
SkyTrek tour only a few weeks ago, were able to compare
the two. They report that the Mt Caernarvon tour is by far
the better of the two, providing undulating and
mountainous terrain for the first three quarters of the tour,
with great scenic lookouts, and greater opportunity to see
the Yellow Footed Rock wallaby in its natural
environment. On the Mt Caernarvon Track they also witnessed a Wedge-tail Eagle snatch an Emu
chick from about 20m away, and another snatch a small kangaroo or wallaby on the way back to
camp – nature at its most brutal.
Day 5 was a tour through the very scenic Bunyeroo Gorge for a camp
within the park. It had rained overnight so the dirt roads had turned to
slippery mud in places. After a quick visit to Sacred Canyon to see some
Aboriginal rock art, the group turned into the Bunyeroo Gorge Road.
This part of the trip became quite interesting for Beth and Danny as their
T-Van’s tyre treads quickly filled with mud and the camper
uncharacteristically got a sway up from time-to-time. This was exacerbated by non-functional trailer
brakes on the day (due to accidental miscoupling of the trailer’s electrical connector) and resulted in
a slow-motion jack-knife at one point. A lesson in driving camper trailers through slippery outback
mud.
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Fortunately, the creek was flowing in Bunyeroo
Gorge so the convoy was able to take advantage of
nature’s carwash to remove some of the mud. The
weather was overcast and dreary with occasional rain
that day but the trek through the gorge was still very
scenic as it meandered along the creek bed and
wound its way around massive River Red Gums.
After the gorge, the group took a quick drive out to
visit Aroona Ruins Heritage site (a former sheep
station homestead where artist Sir Hans Heyson used
to visit for inspiration) and then set up camp in the 2WD camping section of Koolaman Campground
– one of the most scenic camping spots of the trip.
As an aside, National Parks SA maintain eight campsites
thoughout Ikara. Each has long-drop toilets, water tanks,
information boards and fire pits. Some cater for separate
2WD and 4WD camping and are good for individual and/or
group camping – a great alternative to Wilpena Pound
Caravan Park. National Parks SA should be commended for
the quality of their campgrounds which should serve as an
example for other states and territories to follow.
The weather picked up again on Day 6 and provided a pleasant drive through the very scenic Brachina
Gorge. Again the drive followed and criss-crossed the creek bed and story boards pointed out the age
and different kinds of rock that made up the local terrain – various sandstone and shales 380 to 680
million years old, much of which has been turned almost vertical by tectonic pressure and eroded by
the elements – a real spectacle. We stopped for morning tea by a large rockfall where the groups saw
several rare Yellow Footed Rock Wallabies.

After that it was a quick exit from the park and a feral lunch at the Prairie Hotel at Parachilna where
Kangaroo, Camel, Emu and a variety of other Australian fare is served – delicious! A recommended
lunch spot for any trip to the Flinders, Parachilna is about 40km outside the Brachina Gorge end of
the park.
Lunch over, we continued with a scenic drive though Parachilna Gorge to the small township of
Blinman on our way to our next campsite at Mt Chambers Gorge. On arrival, the group took a walk
along Mt Chambers gorge to view an extensive collection of very old Aboriginal engravings before
setting a late camp and getting together around the campfire after dinner. In contrast to Ikara, where
there is a strong effort to rid the park of feral animals, Mt Chambers and points north are rife with
feral goats.
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Next morning, we continued north to Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary (including Resort and Caravan
Park) in Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park. Enroute, we took a detour to visit and have
lunch at Grindell’s Hut, a
small stone hut of
historical
pastoral
significance in the area.
It is located behind a
more substantial and
more
modern
stone
building which can be
rented out by holiday
makers – a very remote and scenic location which overlooks Balcanoona Range. A second, smaller
stone cottage on the site, can also be rented. From there, we continued to Arkaroola and set camp.
That evening, the weather turned decidedly cold and windy so Happy Hour was held in the camp
kitchen but the after dinner Campfire was given a miss.
Day 8 dawned with grey skies but the weather
looked to be improving. The majority of the
group went on the Echo Camp Backtrack selfdrive 4WD tour which makes a very scenic
loop through the local terrain. Beth & Danny
opted for a late start to the day, having driven
the track in similar weather conditions only a
few weeks before. They joined the others a
little later at the end of the Echo Backtrack
and all went on to visit Paralana Hot Springs
– a small water course fed by an underground
spring which is warmed by radioactive decay
(uranium and radon) and gives off Nitrogen,
Helium and Radon gas – making it unsafe for
drinking or swimming – but the algae filled stream is not that inviting anyway. On the return trip,
the group stopped off to examine a bend in the dry creek bed that features an extensive red and yellow
ochre wall.
Back at camp, the evening looked promisingly clear so most of the group booked in for a star-gazing
session at one of Arkaroola’s observatories. There, the group were able to use the telescope to see
the rings of Saturn, close-up views of the moon’s surface and other celestial bodies. Later that night
however, the wind and rain returned.
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By morning the weather had cleared and a wind
overnight had helped dry the canvas for a normal start
time. We set off for Leigh Creek via tracks which skirt
the north and western sides of the park, technically the
North Flinders Ranges. First up was a short side trip
to the ruins of Old Bolla Bollana Smelters which
smelted copper only briefly and sporadically between
1874 and 1885. What remains of the smelters now is
an almost complete domed kiln (for firing low quality
clay bricks), the basement sections of two
reverberatory furnaces, and a long brick-lined flue trench which used to lead to a tall chimney. The
chimney and other useful components of the site have long since been removed and re-used in
smelters at other locations, leaving only mounds of poor quality clay bricks and slate floors to mark
where the various support buildings were located.

We then continued our meander westward, taking another detour to visit the
ruins of the Mount Rose copper mine and adjacent smelter. Little remains of
the short-lived smelter but a tall chimney which was erected in 1903 to service
numerous mines in the area (there were up to 75 copper mines in the Northern
Flinders Ranges in the late 1800s). Nearby, however, there are extensive
remains of vertical and horizontal mine shafts and discarded equipment such
as boiler tanks, large gear wheels, derricks and elevator cages. Evidence of the
green ore used to produce copper is everywhere, though the Mt Rose Mine only
operated on a commercial scale from 1859 to 1862. After the mine, it was a
scenic meander through rolling hills over sheep station public access roads to
Copley, and then on to Leigh Creek where we refueled and stayed for the night
in the local caravan park.

As we headed off for our final destination of Cameron Corner on Day 10, the weather brightened to
a clear blue sky. First stop on our short journey on the black top was Lyndhurst where we grabbed
snacks, read story boards about the local area and travelled a little out of town to visit Talc Alf, an
artist renown for his carvings in blocks of Talc stone.
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Alf met us on arrival and entertained all
with many stories related to his take on
life, the origins and meaning of a few
group members’ names, and the history of
his artistic undertakings. There was plenty
of his carvings on display but no pressure
to buy as the quarry that supplied his talc
blocks has long since closed and it is more
difficult for him to get the raw product he
needs these days. There was no charge for
the visit or his time but most bought small
souvenirs or made gold coin donations.
After that it was back onto the dirt – the
beginning of the Strzelecki Track, firm
and dry, though scored with evidence of
vehicles having travelled this way in the
wet.
All went well until we drew near Montecollina Bore when one of Beth and Danny’s tyres had a
spectacular failure, losing half of its tread and damaging the mud flap, body trim and smashing the
driver’s side mirror when the broken tread flew forward. Despite extensive damage to the tyre, the
Cooper ST remain inflated so there was no loss of control of the vehicle. Beth and Danny were trying
to eek one more trip out of the old Coopers before retiring them but it transpired that they were too
old and damaged from other outback trips to make the journey. The remaining tyres continued to
cause balance and steering problems for the remainder of the journey until a couple were replaced in
Broken Hill at the conclusion of the trip – lesson learned.
After a forced maintenance break, during
which time all club members joined in to help
or offer moral support (which was gratefully
received) and a quick look at the quite
substantial Montecollina (hot water) Bore
and storage dam, the group continued on the
Strzelecki until turning east toward Cameron
Corner at a point just near the start of the Moomba Gas Field. That part of the journey was quite
scenic as we traversed numerous sand dunes over a wide hard-packed track, allowing for fairly high
speed of advance. As we had spent quite a bit of time at Lyndhurst and then had a maintenance delay,
we were well behind schedule, but as a result, did get to witness a spectacular desert sunset. The last
hour of the journey was made in twilight and dark conditions, requiring a careful lookout and frequent
slowing for cattle and kangaroos straying onto the road.
We arrived at Cameron Corner in time for a very pleasant group
meal in the hotel. The group had been discussing and salivating
over the prospect of a Cameron Corner ‘burger with the lot’ all day
but were disappointed to discover they only serve burgers at lunch
– however all meals that were served were of high quality – though
Marcel’s steak was not quite blue (or moo) enough for his liking.
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Day 11 was a transit from Cameron Corner to Mutawintji National Park via Tibooburra. There the
group took lunch and said farewell to Eve and Trevor who had to get back to Sydney early for a
family get together. We learned later that they had car trouble going into Broken Hill (an AT warning
light) that couldn’t be resolved in a hurry, so they continued with a rental while their Patrol went
home on a truck, courtesy NRMA. Meanwhile, the rest of the group travelled on the black top of
Silver City Highway until a point just south of Packsaddle where it was back onto the dirt and sand
for the remaining journey to Mutawintji.
Mutawintji National Park is quite remote
and we tried taking a short cut which the
map suggested might be public access,
however, after travelling quite some
distance, we encountered a property with
some very unfriendly gate signs that
indicated that through travelers were quite
unwelcome. That being the case, we
backtracked and then a chose a different,
significantly more circuitous, route but
one that was very scenic and which all can
now cross off their bucket list (though that route may never really have ever made it onto anyone’s
bucket list). Because of the delays and detours, we were again behind time and spent the last part of
our journey driving after dark. On this occasion, however, wildlife near and on the road was much
more prolific than the previous evening and caused a few close calls, including a kangaroo strike on
the side of Mark’s car. We feared the worse for the kangaroo (which had Joey in her pouch) but she
recovered after a short spell and bounded off into the bush. At Mutawintji, we checked into the
campground, selected our sites and set up for a two night stay. Because of the lateness of the hour,
we forewent Happy Hour and the usual campfire.

Day 12 – the final day of the organized trip - was an aboriginal guided tour of the Mutawintji Historic
Site (the only way to gain access to that section of the park). We travelled in convoy with the guide
a short distance to the Historic Site Visitors’ Centre to listen to a talk by the guide and watch an audiovisual presentation, followed by a two-part walking tour, first showing us aboriginal rock paintings
and explaining the story behind them on one side of the valley; and then a rocky climb on the other
side of the valley to view the largest single
concentration of aboriginal rock etchings on the
eastern side of Australia. These are situated
beside a semi-permanent water course and
sacred aboriginal waterhole which had been
dammed for use by the nearby Rockholes Hotel
which was established in 1905 and rebuilt in
1916 to service coach and other road traffic
between Broken Hill and White Cliffs.
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All that remains of the hotel now are fallen bricks and basement remains, loosely marking the
floorplan of the hotel.
After the tour, everyone drifted back to camp – some taking the opportunity to relax for the afternoon,
while others went on one of the numerous walks in the park. nLater in the day, we had an ‘all-in’
happy hour and early campfire to use up the remaining happy hour morsels that people still had in
their larder and to use up the remains of the firewood we had been carrying.

The following day, we drove in convoy
back to the blacktop of the Barrier
Highway where all said their goodbyes
and set off for independent travel home.

It was a great fortnight - we saw some great scenery, drove on some interesting tracks and enjoyed
each-others’ company – and ticked off a few more items on Mark’s bucket list.
Thanks for a great trip, Mark.

Trip report by Danny W
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AN AFTERNOON IN THE WORKSHOP
WITH

+
P&E OFF ROAD
4 WHEEL DRIVE

AND

HI-TEC OILS
AUSTRALIA

It turned out to be a bright sunny day – just perfect
for an afternoon get-together.
Iro’s “Stacey-Lee” was hijacked by Scotty early in
the morning and put on display, and once the
bonnet was up, the crowd gathered.
Ross from Hi Tec Oils was there to answer all your
questions about the right oil to use as well as other
useful products for your vehicles.
Adrian from Road Runner was also there to help
with your lighting and radio needs.
There were plenty of give-away items including
large bottles of cleaners, cans of degreaser, tyre
shine, and other products, shirts, caps, umbrellas,
and work lights.
Plus everybody got a bag of goodies from Hi Tec
which included a product list, a cap, lanyard,
stubbie holder and stickers.
Harry started cooking early and kept us fed though
out the day with chicken sticks, sausages, bacon,
eggs, salads and fresh bread rolls.
Later, Ray showed how to use a tyre repair kit by
plugging a hole in a tyre.
Then Tania supplied afternoon tea with coffee, tea,
cakes and biscuits.
A huge amount of Thanks go to Ray, Danni & Scott from P&E, Ross from Hi Tec,
Adrian from Road Runner and our club Social Secretary, Harry.
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Down The Track
A look at 4WD Tracks
Around Australia

FRENCH LINE TRACK, SA-QLD

The Simpson Desert remains Australia's One True Desert. Over 460,000 acres in size and
spanning the corners of three Australian mainland States, it was vacated by the first
Australians more than a hundred years ago and has never yet been settled by the
Europeans who had so rapidly taken over the rest of the country.
Although the coming of the pastoralists was the usual precursor for opening up new
territories and they had the Simpson well and truly in their sights, it was to be another
eighty or so years before oilmen provided the thrust that would burst a path through the
centre of the dune fields.
First a road had to be built to facilitate the movement of
the oil search crew as they advanced across the dunes.
CGG named their traverse following convention, as Line
B. Today their handiwork is known universally as the
French Line. CGG hired the Adelaide earthmoving
contractors Roche Bros to carve a path across the
dunes to Eyre Creek. A Brisbane firm Oilfield Caterers,
secured the concession for accommodation and catering. South Australian Air Taxis
(SAATAS) contracted to provide aerial 'lifeline' support with their Cessna’s.
Five tons of Geophex explodes in the Simpson Desert, although damaging to the peace
and quiet of the desert, it was all in a day's work for CGG. Forty-five men toiled for three
months in the desert from July 1st 1963, working either side of Line B as the bulldozing
team advanced into the heart of the Simpson.
Straight as a die from Dalhousie to Poeppels Corner, the French Line originally carried
Chev Blitzwagons toting living-quarter trailers weighing up to 17 tons on the move to a new
campsite. It was Reg Sprigg, the founder of Geosurveys Australia who first drove across
the Simpson the year before in 1962 showing the way east.
Reg was also instrumental in the formation of the Australian prospector SANTOS and
introduced his protege to the Texan wildcatter Delhi - the partnership that led to the farm
out to French Petroleum.
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In his attack on the Simpson's dunes, Reg started out from
the Northern Territory Mt Dare (11km north of the border)
and headed due east, sticking to a route first paralleling
the NT/SA and then the QLD/SA borders all the way to
Birdsville. But for a brief incursion down to the Knolls in
South Australia where he and his family met up with their
travelling companions from Geosurveys who had also
converged by arrangement from the north, his was a
unique path and one not often replicated since.
It has been a source of wonderment for the CGG veterans once they learned that their 'two
bulldozer-blades wide' access road had become the chosen path for thousands of
scientists, students, researchers and recreational 4WDrivers entering or crossing every
year.
Without discounting Reg Sprigg's 1962 feat, it is clear
that the first motor crossing of the desert along the
popular route from Dalhousie to Birdsville was
performed by the oilworkers of CGG Party S6507 with
their Land Rovers, supply trucks and Blitzwagon semitrailers, some ten months after Reg. This later effort
with heavy, articulated vehicles was quite a
comeuppance to Madigan's challenge that 'no
motorised vehicle will ever penetrate this desert'.
Oil discovered in the Simpson was waxy and congealed, of poor quality and therefore of
no commercial value. Although those first results were disappointing, the enduring legacy
of CGGs invasion of the 'One True Desert' will always be the terrabytes of priceless
seismic data left behind and stored in the mineral resource databases of the nation.
A significant legacy was the French Line itself. It has proven to be a boost for the town of
Birdsville, opening up the Channel Country to tourism like nothing else has done. The
BMR holds the data gleaned from all similar seismic exercises over the years.
CGG veterans returned to the Simpson in 1998 on the 35th
Anniversary of the original crossing, courtesy of the Land Rover
Owners Club of Victoria (LROCV). At the conclusion of the
historic Vintage Rover Desert Safari, the LROCV erected a cairn
with a plaque attached in tribute to the men of CGG.
Standing opposite the Birdsville Pub, sandwiched between the
cairns of Madigan and Colson, the tiny monument was dedicated
by the Rev Dr Dean Drayton, the original geophysicist on the
French Line. Have a look for yourself when you get to
Birdsville. It is the little cairn in the middle when you face west
across from the pub.
It is unlikely that the Simpson Desert prevailing winds would blow in one direction long
enough to allow tar-sealing of the French Line, but in this fanciful illustration, an old CGG
Blitz stands memorial to the exploits of the oilmen. There is a very real chance that
memories of the Blitz vehicles' service with CGG might not be lost after all if a Blitz cabin
like this one can be put on permanent display outside John Menzies' Working Museum in
Birdsville.

54

UP THE CREEK
A quick look at some of the great
camp sites by our beautiful waterways

MOAMA, NSW
Moama is a town in the Riverina district of southern
New South Wales, in the Murray River Council local
government area. The town is directly across the
Murray River from the larger town of Echuca in the
neighbouring state of Victoria, to which it is connected
by a bridge. At the 2011 census, Moama had a
population of 5,559.
The settlement where Moama now stands was
founded by James Maiden in the mid-1840s, beginning
as a stopping-point for stock and cargo waiting to
cross the Murray River by punt. Maiden arrived in the
district in 1840; he had been hired to care-take Jeffries'
station about 40 kilometres from the junction of the
Campaspe River and the Murray River. He recognised
a business opportunity and travelled to Seymour
where he built a punt, which he then transported back
to the Murray. The locality where the punt was placed
on the river became known as Maiden's Punt. Maiden
built a wooden public house, the Junction Inn, for
which he obtained a licence in 1847.

During this early period Maiden's punt operated in opposition to another punt, owned by
Isaac White, which was worked from the southern bank at Campaspe Junction (now
Echuca). However, it was Maiden's punt that captured most of the business
A demand for land at Maiden's Punt prompted the New South Wales government to lay out
a township there, named "Moama". The name is derived from a local indigenous word
meaning "burial ground". The Moama township was gazetted on 16 December 1851. The
post office opened on 1 January 1855 and was known as Maiden's Punt until 1857.
At a land sale in August 1855, James Maiden purchased 10 of the 30 lots sold. Maiden
sold the Junction Inn to Jeremiah Rolfe in 1855, but the next year he repurchased it.
When applying for a licence he told the Bench of Magistrates that he intended to conduct it
in a very superior manner with reduction of charges. Maiden also intended to expand the
hotel, utilising the brick house which was his former residence as accommodation for the
use of gentlemen and their families to and from Melbourne".
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The growth of the paddle steamer as a means for
transporting cargo from the 1860’s onwards saw
both Moama and Echuca grow substantially.
Echuca's large wharf and its relatively short distance
to Melbourne saw it overshadow its cross-border
neighbour.
A traveller passing through Moama in mid-1865 described the township as: "Here are
erected a few straggling houses of wood or brick". By that stage Moama and Echuca were
connected by a pontoon bridge, which, though too narrow for drays or coaches, was used
for crossing sheep and horses.
Moama retains some impressive historical buildings
(circa 1880's), namely the Moama Court House on
Francis Street, the former New South Wales Police
Force Sergeants official residence in Chanter
Street, and the former Bank of New South Wales
adjacent to the railway lines on Meninya Street.

Moama currently has a permanent population of about 3700, although this swells
significantly during holiday periods and the Southern 80 Water Ski race, held in February.
The town has recently undergone a massive resurgence in people moving from Melbourne
seeking a "tree change". The Murray Shire Council has approved new developments in
retail, sporting and residential sub divisions. Located just outside Moama is the
"Heartland" Speedway.
Moama is also home to the Rich River Golf Club, an international-standard 36-hole golf
course, and the Moama Bowling Club (lawn bowls). Both venues have hosted significant
national tournaments and competitions. The town also possesses a moderately large
number of hotels, caravan parks, resorts, rented houseboats and wineries.

Open for Lunch 7 Days - 12-2pm
Dinner Fri & Sat - 6-8.30pm, Sun 6-8pm
Nicole's Fish n Chips Thursday 6-8pm
Kids eat free on Friday nights.

Hoteliers

Nicole & Mark Ryan
WALLACE ST
TARAGO NSW 2580
PH: (02) 4849 4499
FAX: (02) 4849 4603

Restaurant - Special Occasions
Beer Garden - Open fireplaces
Plasma TV - Accommodation
Live Music every 3rd Saturday of the
month (Feb-Nov & NYE)

www.loadeddoghotel.com
loadeddoghoteltarago@gmail.com
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ILUKA NATURE RESERVE
Located in the Northern Rivers region of NSW, Iluka Nature Reserve is a gateway to stunning
coastline and World Heritage-listed rainforest. It’s 136 hectares in size, but packed with natural
wonders to discover.

Wander under the tall canopy and experience the peaceful rainforest for yourself on the Iluka
Rainforest walking track. With over 140 bird species in the area, Iluka is a very popular destination
for avid bird-watchers and walkers alike.
Head to Iluka Bluff for spectacular views, a picnic by the beach and a chance to spot migrating
whales heading north during the winter months. While you’re there, you can also enjoy fishing and
swimming at the beach and snorkelling around the rocky coastline
Iluka Nature Reserve is part of the Gondwana Rainforests
of Australia World Heritage Area - the most extensive strip
of diverse rainforest anywhere on Earth. Iluka is also
significant as it has the largest remaining stand of littoral
"by the sea" rainforest in New South Wales and over 180
unique species of plants. Experience this special ecosystem
up close on the Iluka Rainforest walking trail and see this
amazing variety of plant life for yourself.
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It’s not surprising that Iluka Nature Reserve and neighbouring
Bundjalung National Park have become popular destinations for birdwatchers, with 144 bird species spotted in the area. You’ll discover an
array of birdlife in the rainforest as you wander under its mighty
canopy. Look out for the barred cuckoo shrike or the varied thriller
darting about in the trees. And if you head towards the sand and mud
flats of the nearby Clarence River, there’s another 85 species to spot.
Barred Cuckoo Shrike

On the water
Nestled between the coastline and the Clarence River to its south and west, Iluka Nature Reserve
has something to offer everyone who enjoys the water. Find a spot to throw in your fishing line
from the beaches or rocky coastline, or indulge in a relaxed stroll along the river bank for the
estuary fishers.
And for those who want to immerse themselves in the
glistening blue waters, there’s great swimming, surfing and
snorkelling at the beaches near Iluka Bluff.
As the whales migrate north along the coastline in winter, you
couldn’t find a better spot than the lookout at Iluka Bluff to
watch the ocean for its wonderful inhabitants. Pack a picnic,
take in the stunning panoramic views, and expect to see a whale
or two frolicking in the distance.
If you’re looking for a daytrip from Ballina or Grafton, you’ll find something for everyone at Iluka
Nature Reserve.

Iluka Beach

TOP TIP:
Ants v Cucumber
Ants hate cucumbers.
Keep the skin of cucumbers near the
place where the ants are
or next to the ant hole.
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NATURE
LOVER
The BROLGA
The brolga is a bird in the crane family. It has also been given the
name Australian crane, a term coined in 1865 by well-known
ornithological artist John Gould in his Birds of Australia.
Although the bird is not considered endangered over the majority of
its range, populations are showing some decline, especially in
southern Australia, and local action plans are being undertaken in
some areas. It is the official bird emblem of the state of
Queensland.
The brolga is a tall bird with a large beak, long slender neck and
stilt-like legs. The sexes are indistinguishable in appearance
though the females are usually a little smaller. The adult has a
grey-green, skin-covered crown, and the face, cheeks and throat
pouch are also featherless and are coral red. Other parts of the
head are olive green and clothed in dark bristles. The gular pouch, which is particularly pendulous
in adult males, is covered with such dense bristles as to make it appear black. The beak is
greyish-green, long and slender, and the iris is yellowish-orange. The ear coverts appear as a grey
patch of small feathers surrounded by red naked skin and the body plumage is silvery-grey. The
feathers on the back and the wing coverts have pale margins. The primary wing feathers are black
and the secondaries grey. The legs and feet are greyish-black. Juveniles lack the red band and
have fully feathered heads with dark irises. A fully-grown brolga can reach a height of 0.7 to 1.3
metres and has a wingspan of 1.7 to 2.4 metres. Adult males average slightly less than 7
kilograms with females averaging a little under 6 kilograms. The weight can range from 3.7 to 8.7
kilograms (8.2 to 19.2 lb).
The brolga can easily be confused with the sarus crane,
however the latter's red head colouring extends partly down
the neck while the brolga's is confined to the head. The
brolga is more silvery-grey in colour than the sarus, the legs
are blackish rather than pink and the trumpeting and grating
calls it makes are at a lower pitch. Additionally, in Australia the
range of the sarus is limited to a few scattered localities in
northern Australia, compared to the more widespread
distribution of the brolga.

Brolgas are widespread and often abundant in north and north-east
Australia, especially north-east Queensland, and are common as far
south as Victoria. They are also found in southern New Guinea and
as rare vagrants in New Zealand and the northern part of Western
Australia. The population in northern Australia is estimated at
between 20,000 and 100,000 birds and in southern Australia, 1,000
birds. The numbers of individuals in New Guinea are unknown.
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Close up of the head

Brolgas are non-migratory but move to different areas in response to seasonal rains. In northern
Australia, during the dry season (June to November), populations of brolgas are gregarious and
largely occupy a strip of freshwater marshland up to 50 kilometres wide, lying between the coastal
hills and the saline mangrove swamps that fringe the sea. They also visit freshwater lagoons in the
vicinity, river and tidal pools, the edges of lakes and irrigated farmland. In December, shortly
before the start of the monsoon season, they disperse to their breeding areas. Some remain near
the coast but others move up to 500 kilometres inland to similar habitats. Little is known of the
movements and habitats of the New Guinea populations.
Further south, in Victoria and New South Wales, rainfall is spread more evenly throughout the year
and the driest season lasts from December to May. At this time, southern populations congregate
in inland flocking areas which include upland marshes, the edges of reservoirs and lakes, pastures
and agricultural land. When rain arrives in June and July, they disperse to the coastal freshwater
marshes, shallow lakes, wet meadows and other wetlands where they breed.
Queensland is the state in which the greatest numbers of brolgas are found, and sometimes flocks
of over 1,000 individuals are seen here. The bird is the official bird emblem for the state and also
appears on its coat of arms.
Brolgas are gregarious creatures; the basic social unit is a
pair or small family group of about three or four birds,
usually parents together with juvenile offspring, though
some of such groups are unrelated. In the non-breeding
season, they gather into large flocks, which appear to be
many self-contained individual groups rather than a single
social unit. Within the flock, families tend to remain
separate and to coordinate their activities with one another
rather than with the flock as a whole.

A pair of brolgas amongst other
waterbirds in the Northern Territory

When taking off from the ground the flight is ungainly, with much flapping of wings. The bird's
black wingtips are visible while it is in the air and once it gathers speed, its flight is much more
graceful and it often ascends to great heights. Here it may be barely discernible as it wheels in
great circles, sometimes emitting its hoarse cry.
Brolgas are omnivorous and forage in wetlands and saltwater marshes. They tear up the ground
with their powerful beaks in search of bulbs and edible roots. Northern populations mainly eat
tubers of the bulkuru sedge which they extract by digging holes in the mud, but these are not
available south of Brisbane. They also eat the shoots and leaves of wetland and upland plants,
cereal grains, seeds, insects, mollusks, crustaceans, frogs and lizards. In saltwater marshes they
may drink saline water and they have glands near their eyes through which they can excrete
excess salt.
Brolgas are monogamous and usually bond for life, though
new pairings may follow a fatality of one individual. A feature
of a bonded couple is the synchronous calling which the
female usually initiates. She stands with her wings folded and
beak pointed to the sky and emits a series of trumpeting calls.
The male stands alongside in a similar posture but with his
wings flared and primaries drooping. He emits one longer call
for every two emitted by the female.
Brolgas are well known for their ritualised, intricate mating dances. The performance begins with a
bird picking up some grass and tossing it into the air before catching it in its bill. The bird then
jumps a metre into the air with outstretched wings and continues by stretching its neck, bowing,
strutting around, calling and bobbing its head up and down. Sometimes just one brolga dances for
its mate; often they dance in pairs; and sometimes a whole group of about a dozen dance together,
lining up roughly opposite each other before they start.
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The brolga breeds throughout its range in Australia and New
Guinea. The start of the breeding season is largely determined by
rainfall rather than the time of year; thus the season is February to
May after the rainy season in the monsoonal areas, and September
to December in southern Australia.] The flocks split up and pairs
establish nesting territories in wetlands. In food-rich habitats, nests
can be quite close together, and are often found in the same area
as those of the sarus crane. The nest, which is built by both sexes,
is a raised mound of sticks, uprooted grass, and other plant material
sited on a small island in shallow water, or occasionally floating. If
no grasses are available, mud or roots unearthed from marsh beds
are employed. Sometimes the birds make hardly any nest, take
over a disused swan nest, or simply lay on bare ground.
There is a single brood produced per year. The clutch size is
usually two, but occasionally one or three eggs are laid about two
days apart. The dull white eggs are sparsely spotted or blotched
with reddish brown, with the markings being denser at the larger
end of the egg. They measure 95 by 61 millimetres. Both sexes
incubate the eggs with the female sitting on the nest at night.
Hatching is not synchronised, and occurs after about thirty-two days
of incubation. The newly hatched chicks are covered with grey
down and weigh about 100 grams. They are quick growing and are
able to leave the nest within a day or two. Both parents feed and
guard the young. The chicks fledge within four or five weeks, are
fully feathered within three months and are able to fly about two
weeks later. When threatened, they hide and stay quiet while the
parents perform a broken-wing display to distract the predator. The
adults continue to protect the young for up to eleven months, or for
nearly two years if they do not breed again in the interim.

LAUGH OUT LOUD !

L
O
L
!
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Pair at nest

A Brolga egg

Club Shop
With Michael F

RECOVERY GEAR
Snatch Strap
Chain & Grab Hooks
Bow Shackle
Tyre Gauge
Gloves
Tree Trunk Protector
Winch Extension Strap
Snatch Block
Recovery Hitch & Shackle
Winch Cable Dampner
ARB Compressor Kit
ARB Air Compressor
ARB Air Hose Kit
ARB Speedy Seal Kit
Staun Tyre Deflators
Hi-Lift Jack
Hi-Lift Jack Bumper Lift Kit
ARB Recovery Bag

Spanset brand 9m x 60mmx 8,000kg
1.75m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
3m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
6m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
4.7t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3.2t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3psi to 60psi - includes storage case
Made with soft cow hide leather
Black Rat brand 3m x 75mm x 8,000kg
Spanset brand 30m x 50mm x 4,000kg
Black Rat brand 8,000kg - suits 6-12mm cable
Tigerz11 brand 10,000kg - 11mm cable diameter
Tigerz11 brand - fits towbar box section
Tigerz11 brand - a must for all winching exercises
Fully equipped boxed kit - includes hose kit
For fixed mounting in your car's interior or engine bay
Ideal kit for vehicle mounted air compressor
Emergency tyre plug repair kit
Set & forget, hands free tyre deflators - Set of 4
Genuine Hi-Lift jack brand as sold by ARB
Secure hook for bumper. For use with Hi-Lift Jack.
SMALL size - perfect for storing your recovery gear

$ 55.00
35.00
48.00
85.00
10.00
8.00
19.00
6.00
35.00
80.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
32.00
320.00
265.00
45.00
55.00
75.00
160.00
55.00
55.00

4WD ACCESSORIES
UHF Aerial
Roo Lite Light kit
Windscreen Repair Kit
FixAll Tape
Diff Breather Extender Kit
Dual LED Strip Light
Kaymar Telescopic Light
BBQ Plate
Campfire Tripod
Water Bag

GME AE4018K1 - includes aerial & base
GME AE4705 - includes aerial & base
180mm driving light kit complete with wiring harness
DIY windscreen repair kit - fits in glove box
Fix split hoses, tubes & leaks price per roll
Reduce the chance of water ingress - with all fittings
Yellow LED deters insects - White LED for bright light
Mount on to a Kaymar Rear bar spare wheel holder
Medium Size - with stand
4' high - ideal for bush camp cooking
Traditional Water bag for mounting on bull bar

Men's Red Polo Shirt
Women's Red Polo Shirt
Reversible Vest
Stubby Holder

Club red - Sizes Small to 5XL
Club red - Sizes 16 to 20
Club red / navy blue - Sizes Medium to 3XL
Nissan Trials red stubby holder - collector's edition

$ 125.00
210.00
235.00
26.00
10.00
70.00
35.00
222.00
68.00
40.00
50.00

CLUB MERCHANDISE

NOTE:
Some items may be out of stock and do not appear on this list.
To place your order, please go to the Club Website
- Member's Zone - Club Shop and follow the instructions indicated for
purchase, payment and pick-up.
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$ 20.00
20.00
50.00
5.00

In the Library
BK
1
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5
6
7
8
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10
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12
13
14
15
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17
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20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
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31
32
33
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SM
1
2
3
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5
6
7
8
9
10

CD
1
2

BOOKS
Best 4WD Adventure Treks No 2
Broken Hill - The Accessible Outback
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (1)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (2)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (3)
Camping Guide to NSW - 1st edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 4th edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 5th edition
Camping Guide to Queensland - 3rd edition
Camping in Queensland - 7th edition
Camping Guide to South Australia - 3rd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Western Australia - 2nd edition
Explore Australia Camping Chef
Fraser Island
Fraser Island
HF Radio for Travellers
NPC Tasmanian Tour 2005 Guide Book
One for the Road
The Outback Way - Perth to Cairns
The Snowy Mountains - Australia's High country
Tasmania - National Parks, Forests & Waterways
Victoria: Off the Beaten Track
VKS-737 Radio Network Reference Manual
Welcome to Central Australia Tourist Guide
WA & NT Tourist Guide
WA Caravan & Camper 50 Best Road Trips
Your Entry Into Amateur Radio
4WD Tracks of the High Country
4WD Touring - South East NSW & East Gippsland

SERVICE MANUALS
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Folder)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (1)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (2)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Book)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 Series Supplement 2
Nissan Engine Model P (1)
Nissan Engine Model P (2)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (1)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (2)
Nissan Model SD Diesel Engine - 2nd Revision

CD - AUDIO

MG
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

AV
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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20
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US
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2

Rotronics Catalogue
The Shepparton Talk by Len Beadell
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NPC
Library

Paul W

Librarian

MAGAZINES
Australian 4WD Monthly Feb 2001 (Trials 2000)
Australian 4WD Monthly No 45
Australian 4WD Monthly No 90
Australian 4WD Monthly - The Driving Guide
Australian 4WD Monthly Recovery Guide
Australian 4WD Action Going Bush on a Budget
4x4 Australia No 257
4x4 Australia No 265
Network News August 2006
Network News December 2006
Network News April 2007
Network News Spring 2007
Bushdriver Vol 22 No 5 (w NPC Trials 2000)
TLCC News Vol 32 No 6
Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News April 2008
NPC Nissan News October 2008
NPC Nissan News January 2009
NPC Nissan News October 2009
NPC Nissan News January 2010
NPC Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News January 2011

VIDEO
The Australian High Country
Big Red to the Beach (1)
Big Red to the Beach (2)
Circle the Gulf
Fred's Hill February 1998
Journey to the Kimberley
Kimberley Adventure Guide
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1992
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1993
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1994
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1995
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (1)
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (2)
South Oz Odyssey
Top End Adventures Part 1 )
Top End Adventures Part 2 ) - 3 part Box Set
Top End Adventures Part 3 )
Tuff Truck Challenge 2001
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 1999
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 2000
4WD to Adventure
4WD Jamboree 2000

VIDEO - US UHS
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 1
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 2

In the Library
DVD's
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13
14
15
16)
17)
18
19)
20)
21)
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Hilux Recovery - River Island - 1 July 2006
The Makings of Milo - 4WD Action Mag
Roothy's Outback Adventure
"First in Class" - Custom V8 TD Troopy
Bundy on a Budget
2007 Ute on the Year + Adelaide to Alice
Best 4WD of 2008 + Tackling NT's Remote Areas
Custom Truck Mania + Landcruiser Mountain park
3 Wild Custom Trucks + Watagans
The Hard Road - Cape York
To the Tip and Back - Cape York
Bush on a Budget
Hardcore 4WD Action - Tuff Truck 2009
Tropical Tourers
Cool Runnings - Off-road Tips & Techniques
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (1)
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (2)
Moreton Island
Fraser Island
Bush Mechanic Challenge
Bush Mechanic Challenge No 2
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (1)
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (2)
2007 Ute of the Year - Adelaide to Alice
Moreton Island
Bundy on a Budget
The Makings of Milo + 3 Custom Trucks
100 Not Out
Down & Dirty
Head for the Hills! - Hill End + Navara D22
Back to the Outback (1)
Back to the Outback (2)
Roothy wrangles LEVUKA 4WD Park + 6 Custom Trucks
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 1
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 2 + Jeep Jamboree
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (1)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (2)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (3)
Big Gun Battle - Nissan v Toyota
The Flinders Ranges (1)
The Flinders Ranges (2)
Milo's Mates - Custom 40's
5 Custom 4WD's + Off-road World Challenge
Cape York + 4 Best Customs
Murchison Madness - WA's Best Off-road Destination
Recovery Special
Roothy Explores Coffs
Back in the Kimberley
Flinders Ranges

If you would like to borrow an item from the Library,
please contact Paul
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For Club Members Only

FOR SALE
Item:
AE4706 BLACK High Performance Antenna
Description:
with Spring Base Mount.
Frequency Band UHF CB / 477Mhz. 8.1 dBi (Gain).
Black fibreglass radome with electro polished ferrule (ABL004).
Heavy duty S/Steel barrel spring (AS004/B).
Height/Length 2100mm.
Cable & Connector 4.5m Low Loss coaxial cable.
Brand New - still in unopened packaging
Price: $180
Location: Sutherland Shire
Call: Steve

MEMO
To All Members
The Club Noticeboard is FREE
for Members to advertise a
SALE, WANTED, SWAP or FREEBEE.
Items do not have to be
4WD related.

If you would like to place something on the Noticeboard,
contact Tania

AS SEEN ON FACEBOOK (So it must be true).
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CAMPING CHECKLIST
SAFETY

COLD FOODS

COOKING, ETC


PERSONAL


First Aid kit

Water

Stove & stand

Daywear

Torch & Batteries

Milk-Powder/long life

Gas cylinders (full)

Sleepwear

Portable Radio

Sauces – Tomato, BBQ

BBQ plate

Swimwear & towel

Maps

Butter / Margarine

BBQ tools

Footwear

Compass

Cold cuts

Matches / lighter

Rainwear / Jacket

EPIRB

Meats

Frying pan

Underwear

GPS

Vegetables

Saucepans & lids

Sunglasses

Spare Batteries

Fruit

Plates & Bowls

Reading glasses

Eggs

Mugs / cups / glasses

Hat

Drinks

Cutlery

TENT

Vegetable peeler

Tents & Poles
Pegs & Guy ropes

DRY FOOD

Can opener

TOILETRIES


Corkscrew

Medication

Spare pegs / guy ropes

Tea, Coffee, Sugar

Sharp knife (Sm & L)

Salt water soap

Ground sheet / tarp

Salt & Pepper

Mixing bowl

Tooth brush & paste

Tent fly

Flour –Plain/Self
Raising

Tongs / Spatula

Hair brush & Comb

Mallet

Cooking Oil

Cutting board

Deodorant

Seam sealer

Vegemite

Portable fridge

Shampoo & Conditioner

Tent repair kit

Peanut Butter

Drink container

Mirror

Rake

Tin Food

Flask

Bath towel

Broom / dustpan

Breakfast Cereal

Washing container

Face washer

Door mat for tent

Snacks

Dishwashing liquid

Shaver

Plate drying rack

Shower cap

Tea towels

Cosmetics

BEDDING

MISCELLANEOUS

Sunscreen

Sleeping bags

Portable toilet

Insect repellent

Sleep bag inner sheets

Portable shower

Toilet paper

Air Mattress

Portable wash machine

Tissues

Camp beds

Laundry detergent

Pillows

Portable clothes line

ENTERTAINMENT


Pegs

Recharging Cables

Rechargeable light

Phone

Daypack

Camera

Camp table

Sewing kit

Binoculars

Chairs

Garbage bags

Card games

Camp cupboard

Duct Tape

Books

Camp wardrobe

Bucket

Pens, pencils, paper

Kitchen table

Small shovel

Fishing gear

FURNITURE

Axe / Saw
Insect Spray
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"Jack of all Trades"

TRADE DIRECTORY
Free Business Card Advertising for Club Members

PRINT
Andrew McLennan
0410 624 001
andrew@abfprint.com.au

ABF Print Pty Limited
3 Argyle Street
ARNCLIFFE NSW 2205
P: 02 9567 2877
www.abfprint.com.au

If you would like to see your business card here,
please contact
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