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Nissan Patrol 4WD Club General Meetings
2nd Wednesday of each month at the
Veteran Car Club
134 Queens Road
Five Dock NSW 2046

Club mail can be sent to:
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
PO Box 249
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046

Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
of NSW & ACT

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol
4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. The Club and its officers do not expect nor invite any
person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice.
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org
includes a "members only" area with access to details of upcoming
trips and other news/information not meant for public consumption.
To be issued a user name and password to access the website,
please send an e-mail with your name and home phone number to
webmaster@nissanpatrolclub.org.
Put "password required" in the subject area of the e-mail. After we
have verified your details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in
information.
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming
to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Although named for the Nissan Patrol, the Club
welcomes all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellama region near Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping,
driver training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable
source of water for bush fire fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Xmas In July, Easter and Club Anniversary weekends, and is
available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney and the countryside.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety
of social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for
all levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour”
and campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a
quiet drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'CleanUp Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in
their 4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges
testing the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club
is running the Son of Trials at River Island on the first weekend of
November. These events offer standard road registered vehicle
owners, from learner drivers through to experienced 4WD’ers, to
participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune their
skills and the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
For further information about the Club, please go to our website at www.nissanpatrolclub.org
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and have a part in the running of YOUR Club.
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From the
Editors
Dear Members and Friends,
How time flies! The next AGM is just two months away and there goes another Club year.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Committee, now would be a good time
to research the part you would like to play, as some jobs need a little more effort and
knowledge than others (eg: treasurer).
And, after three years as editor, I will be stepping down from the role, so the editors job will
also be "up for grabs".
To the next Editor: I will help you whenever I can. If you wish to continue with the pages
that I started, I still have plenty of information to go on with.
However, if no-one is willing to take on this job, I will reluctantly continue until a new editor
is found.
Looking forward to another great year with this great club.

Keep On Patrolling!
Tania & Fiona

& Ruby

Next magazine due

7 April 2016
All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a
MICROSOFT WORD format (not pdf) and forwarded to
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
or mailed to
The Editor, NPC,
PO Box 249, Five Dock NSW 2046
by 31 March 2015.

If you would like to advertise your business
in this magazine, please contact Tania at
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
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Advertising Charges:
Full Page $400 p/a
Half Page $250 p/a
Quarter Page $100 p/a
Business Card $50 p/a

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Dear Members,
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club's Annual General Meeting is coming up on 9 March.
I'm sure you know that at this meeting, the present Committee will stand down and a
new Committee will be voted in.
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE to have a say in the running of YOUR CLUB. You
can nominate someone for a position (discuss it with them first), or you might like
to be on the Committee, be an Assistant or any other Office Bearer positions
yourself. A full description of each position is available on the Club's Website.
The Positions available are:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Trip
Organiser, Training Co-ordinator, Land Manager, Editor, and Social Convenor.
The Office Bearer and Assistant positions available are:
Trials Co-ordinator, Assistant Trials Co-ordinator, Trials Secretary, Membership
Assistant, Assistant Training Co-ordinator, Assistant Land Manager, Assistant
Editor, Assistant Social Convenor, Publicity Officer, Technical Officer, Purchasing
Officer, Equipment Officer, Webmaster, Librarian, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Auditor/s.
If you would like to nominate someone, but are unable to attend the Meeting on 9
March, a Proxy Vote Form can be found on the Club's Website. Please e-mail your
Proxy Vote Form to me at
by 5.00pm on Wednesday, 9th March 2016.
Also, if there are any apologies for those unable to attend this meeting, could you
please let me know BEFORE the start of the meeting.
I hope to see you there.
Susan
Secretary
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The Club would like to acknowledge and Welcome the following
New Members who have joined us over the last 3 months.
Geoff & Marko
Carlos & Jenny
Guorong & Qianrong
Peter & Melita
Leslie, Jody & Connor
Diane, David & Scott
Rebecca, Chloe, Mikaela, Kiara, Bailey & Lachlan
Hugh, Mary, Coco, Jacob & Holly
Georgia
Wayne & Anne
Thomas & Susan
Raymond & James
Trevor & Donna S
Andrew, Jacqueline, Penelope, Raymond & Matilda
And after a short time away on a trip of his own,

Earl Sinclair II
to be reunited with his old mates,
Steve & Clarence the Cruiser
We hope you all have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
We wish the following Club Members a very Happy Birthday.

JANUARY
1
1
1
2
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
9
9
9
10
10
11
12
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
18
19
19
21
22
22
24
24
25
27
27
27
27
28

Nada E
Ethan Y
Debra R
Sarah R
Lorraine C
Chris E
Narelle P
Kris F
Gail H
Paul W
Maree S
Lucas F
Jerzy M
Mick R
Jonathan M
Tracey O
Iro S
Melita F
Roslyn P
Sharabeni D
Ben F
Michel C
Jadwidga M
Jessica B
Arpad R
Daniel B
Barclay C
Catherine C
Lucy G
Matthew M
Robert M
Eamon D
Nathan V
Mikaela P
Sebastian B
Phillip C
Ray H
Erik J
Patricia Y
Mark C
Mark D
Cindie-Lou P
Bruce R
Jayden O

28
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
31

Tracey S
Bradley B
Darren R
Joyce R
Hugh R
Stephen B
Cindy M
Isabella O
Rebecca P
Belinda C

FEBRUARY

26
28
28
28
28
28
29

Peter C
Rhiannon G
Bruce M
Melissa S
Jerry T
Peter T
Christine S

MARCH
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
6
8
9
10
10
11
12
13
14
14
17
17
17
17
18
19
20
20
20
21
24
24
25
26
29
?

Richard S
Lawrence K
Ian R
Karen A
Bruce C
Claire S
Elizabeth Y
Sienna L
Anatoli Z
Paul B
Gillian P
Chaz P
Luke H
Amelia S
Jennifer S
Amber M
Martin H
Samantha C
Dean P
Bailey M
Jacob P
Richard R
Eileen R
Rudo C
Donna S
Linda C
Romayne F
Carol J
Alan R
Stephen D
Matilda T
Colin D
Trevor W
Steve A
Mia E

1 Helen L
1 Trevor S
2 Madeline C
2 Carolyn R
4 Geoff C
4 Rachael P
5 Connor H
5 Moses P
6 Ethan T
6 Jack T
7 Ron K
8 John H
8 Neal S
9 Phillip P
12 Alexander A
12 Teagan T
15 Raymond V
18 Kenneth I
18 David O
18 Lucy S
19 Maryanne C
19 Amy M
19 Samantha R
20 Sarah D
20 Ziggy M
22 Mary L
22 Janice P
23 Anna B
23 Dave K
24 Leigh S
25 Heather C
25 Brian N
25 Alex R
25 Nicky R
If your birthday is not on this list, please contact Tania at editior@nissanpatrolclub.org
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GET TO KNOW ...
Club Member

JOE B
BORN: Malta, 1945
LIVES AT: Kellyville NSW.
OCCUPATION: Pensioner
FAMILY: Wife and 2 daughters
HOBBIES: Fishing and plotting in the garage

NPC MEMBER SINCE: 2002
CLUB POSITIONS HELD: Assistant Editor, Land Manager
VEHICLE: 2008 GU Patrol Turbo Diesel
TYRES: Bridgestone duellers A/T
MODIFICATIONS: Water tank, winch, slide on camper, side boxes.
FUTURE MODS: Solar power, air tank.
FIRST VEHICLE: Morris Minor
PAST VEHICLES: Holden, Ford, Mitsubishi, Toyota, 1968 Datsun 1600
OTHER VEHICLE: Lexus
DREAM VEHICLE: Motor Home
TENT OR TOW: Slide on camper
FIRST CLUB TRIP: Silver Mine
FAVOURITE TRIP: Canning Stock Route
MOST VISITED PLACE: None
WORST TRIP: None
FUTURE TRIPS: Cairns to Broome via Darwin
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE CLUB DO IN THE FUTURE?
Make it worthwhile to hold a club position, this way more members will get involved.
Find out why a member leaves the club.
All decisions should be made by and voted by club members, not just by the committee.
WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME.
You get to meet new friends, have trips together and have a great time at the club land
which the members worked hard to get it to the state that it is in.
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DRIVER TRAINING
With Chris C
Driver Training Co-ordinator

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics teach you practical driving over a variety of terrain and obstacles. Our courses are
Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery,
and many more. Our Sand Driver Training Course is usually held twice a year at Stockton Beach
near Newcastle.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Basic Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Basic Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any driver
training Sunday. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members attending and
revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and more enjoyable
activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With
Ken I
Land Manager

Charles B
Trials Co-ordinator

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees are a lot
of fun, with friendship, good food and usually very little work. Regular working bees are held to
help with land maintainence.
At the Land there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, have a chat around the fireplace and an excellent Saturday
night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
At Son of Trials, setting up for this event means searching new places for tracks, helping to create
and being able to drive the tracks. As an added bonus, there is the opportunity for camping and
talking with friends around the campfire.
Please consider helping out at either site, and contact the organiser to enable them to organise work
activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.
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TUESDAY, 26 JANUARY 2016
Celebrate Australia Day at River Island
Off Wombeyan Caves Road
then follow the NPC signs
Be away from the crowds
Enjoy a relaxing day by the river
Bring your floaties and go for a dip
Lots of space for a game of cricket
BYO food and drink
use the BBQ supplied
Driving tours of the Zig Zag track
and the Two Rivers Junction
So come along
Put a lamb chop or a king prawn
on the barbie
Chat with friends with a tinnie in hand
Share a lamington, tim tam
or a vegemite sandwich
You can arrive Monday afternoon
and camp overnight
Cost is $20 per adult, kids free
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The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
Easter Weekend at the Land
Friday, 25 March to
Monday, 28 March 2016
Come to the Land and enjoy the benefits of what your Club has to
offer for a fun-filled and relaxing weekend. There are plenty of
things to do or you can do nothing at all.

Movies for young and old will be shown each night.
Take a trip to Stuart's Crossing, with camping/picnic grounds and
swimming in the Shoalhaven River. Try panning for gold at Oallen
Ford. Harry and his team will be making pizza's on Saturday
Night so bring your favourite topping, or you can go for dinner at
the Loaded Dog. An Easter Egg hunt on Sunday for the children.

There are plenty of indoor and outdoor games to play. Children
can bring their bikes and ride the many tracks on the land. Check
out the Country Markets happening somewhere around the
district, or go shopping in Goulburn. Use the land as a base, to
visit Canberra, Moss Vale or explore the Southern Highlands.

There is no cost for the weekend – just come down and
enjoy a weekend of camping with friends! You can invite
other family members and friends along and let them see
what the Club has to offer.
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An invitation is extended to All Members,
past, present and their guests,
to celebrate the Club's 40th Anniversary
over the June Long Weekend
at the Club Land.
DINNER - MUSIC - DANCING
GAMES - FUN TIMES
& MORE
WATCH THIS SPACE
FOR MORE DETAILS SOON.
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CLUB CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays
to help with your holiday planning.

TASMANIA: TRIP LEADER WANTED
A trip leader is wanted to take a group to Tasmania and you will have the input to
decide when and where you want to go.

January 2016
Wed 13th

Tues 26th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
AUSTRALIA DAY at River Island
See Flyer page 11

Wed 27th

BACK TO SCHOOL (Sorry Kids!)

Wed 27th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 30th to
Sun 31st

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our Land.
Great camping and socialising.

Sat 30th to
Sun 31st

Queanbeyan 4WD Spectacular:
Queanbeyan Showground, Glebe Avenue, 4wdspectacular.org.au

February 2016
Fri 5th to
Sun 7th

Newcastle Caravan, Camping & Holiday Expo:
Newcastle Entertainment Centre & Showground
http://www.newcastle.supershow.com.au/

Sat 6th to
Sat 13th

VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY:
Grade C: Starting from Jindabyne, the next 8 days will take you through this
spectacular region of the High Country.

Wed 10th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
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Sat 13th to
Sun 14th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Fri 19th to
Sun 21st

Illawarra Caravan Camping 4WD, Fish & Boat Show:
Kembla Grange Racecourse, Wollongong www.ruralscene.com.au/

Wed 24th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 27th to
Sun 28th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Mon 29th

IT'S A LEAP YEAR!
An extra day added to the year and it had to be a Monday !!!

March 2016
Tues 1st to
Thur 3rd

Wed 9th

DEUA NATIONAL PARK:
A 3 day mid-week trip using Bendethera as a base for two nights. Perfect camping for
a camper trailer or tent. Exploring around the area, relaxing by the Deua River or go
for a swim away from the crowds.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
Come and vote in your Committee for 2016-17.

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 23rd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Fri 25th to
Mon 28th

EASTER ON THE LAND: See Flyer page 12.
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land. There will
be some short trips available around the local area exploring the
Southern Highlands or you can drive some of the many tracks on
the Land. Use the Land as a base to visit Canberra, Goulburn or
Moss Vale areas. Then sit back and relax with a movies in the
shed at night.

Sat 26th to
Sun 27th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.
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DATE
TBA

COMMITTEE DINNER: TO BE CONFIRMED
Venue to be advised. Officially, this is a chance for the old and
new committees to get together and pass on information and
complete the handover of their roles. Unofficially, it is a night out
for a pleasant meal with friends without the hassle of setting up a
campsite. All members welcome.

April 2016
Sat 9th to
Sun 24th
Sun 5th

NSW School Holidays

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS

Wed 13th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Sat 9th to
Sun 17th

Caravan, Camping, 4wd & Holiday Supershow:
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse www.supershow.com.au/

Fri 15th to
Sun 17th

Tuff Truck Challenge:
Welshes Road, Milbrodale near Bulga www.tufftruck.com.au/

FALL
BACK

Mon 25th

ANZAC Day

Wed 27th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 30th to
Sun 1st May

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

May 2016
Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
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Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 25th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
All members welcome!

Fri 27th to
Sun 29th

Hunter Valley Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Maitland Showground, Bloomfield Street. www.ruralscene.com.au/

Sat 28th to
Sun 29tht

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

June 2016
Wed 8th

Sat 11th to
Mon 13th

11-13 JUNE

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS:
An invitation to all member's old and new to celebrate the Nissan
Patrol Club's 40th Birthday to be held at the Club Land. Dinner,
music, dancing and MORE!!! Watch this space for more details.

Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

TO BE CONFIRMED
LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising

July 2016
Sat 2nd to
Sun 17th

NSW School Holidays
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Date TBA

BIG RED BASH / SIMPSON DESERT:
Start date for this trip is TBA, however it will coincide with the Concert at Big Red on 4-6
July. Itinerary is still in the planning stage, but may include Simpson Desert or Flinders
Ranges

Wed 13th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 16th to
Sun 17th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Wed 27th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 30th to
Sun 31st

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

TO BE
CONFIRMED

JUNE/JULY 2018
KIMBERLEY REGION, WA:
Grade C/B: We are seeking members who would be interested in doing a 6 week trip
to this region in 2018. This trip is still in the very early stages of planning, but will start
and finish in Alice Springs or Kununurra.
A general itinerary is: Alice Springs to Halls Creek via Tanami Track, to Kununurra
along the Gt Northern Highway (black top), stopping at Bungle Bungles.
From Kununurra to Broome via Gibb River Road, stopping at El Questro, Home Valley,
Mitchell Plateau, Kalumburu, Walcott Inlet, Tunnel Ck, Windjana Gorge, Derby,
Broome, Cape Leveque, Fitzroy Crossing, then returning to Alice Springs along the
Tanami.

Tvan Camper Trailer Sales & Hire
Contact us:
 To hire a fully equipped Tvan off road camper trailer
 For a demonstration of the Tvan
 To talk about buying a Tvan
Dealer for:
 Track Trailer, Melbourne
Visit us in Canberra or at a caravan & camping show
Check our website for details
INDEPENDENT TRAILERS
ABN: 34 102 155 962

Peter and Catherine, 0412 866 375
www.independenttrailers.com.au
info@independenttrailers.com.au
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip
Leaders. Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features,
walks or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends
from the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as
much as you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour,
river cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser
at trips@nissanpatrolclub.org
Cheers,

Murray Robins
Trip Co-ordinator
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip
a few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where
mobile phones don’t work.
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TRIP
CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching
and/or towing will almost definitely be required. Participants will be
required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment. The trip
leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is
considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some winching
and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme weather
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of this
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most
circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to
base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination.
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UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION
USED FOR

CHANNEL/S

Calling
(Established by law)

11

Conversations

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

COMMENTS
To call or locate another station. Parties then
switch to a conversation channel.
Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway
users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg
when in convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in
national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency
situation only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to
work. Receives on channels 1-8. Transmits on
channels 31-38 automatically. When within range
of a repeater, it will increase the communication
difference. Operation in simplex mode on these
channels is not permitted when in range of a
repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two
channels.
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CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call
on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other
person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle,
especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their
intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the
signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to
keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.
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RIVER ISLAND WEEKEND
18-19 JULY 2015
BY PETER L
Not sure if I can do a single paragraph. Here goes……….
Friday for me started with a half day at work so I was able to get away mid afternoon. This got me
into Mittagong about 4pm, and after a quick refuel, headed off toward Wombeyan caves road.
The snow was clearly visible on the hills around the south
end of Mittagong while approaching the turn off, but once
on Wombeyan Caves road, the snow was everywhere. On
the road, the roadside, the paddocks trees and houses I
thought we were in for a cold weekend but what the hell. it
would still be fun. The drive from there to River Island was
even more scenic than the usual summer drive to Nissan
Trials .

On arriving at the campsite, I found that Richard was already there, & had been very industrious
finding some dry wood to get a good fire going for the later arrivals. There was already a couple of
us at this time, and after a few handshakes and welcomes, we all got stuck into setting up our own
shelters as the sun was threatening to set already. When we had all completed our own set up,
and nestled into a comfortable chair by a huge raging camp fire, we were all welcoming a few quiet
drinks and dinner.
Sunset to late at night saw us welcoming many more club
members by a very welcoming warm fire for the cold and
weary traveller. And by the looks on the arrivals, they were
very happy to find the fire raging. That night saw plenty of
tall stories and merriment. Not that any of us had too
much to drink!

Saturday morning saw some early risers, and some not so early. But more happy travellers
continuing to arrive, and very keen to spend some time at the beautiful River Island location where
the Nissan Patrol Club always has a camp fire when down there. Just that this time round, it was
the middle of winter!
As Saturday progressed, nearly everyone formed a team to
get trailers and chainsaws busy to get all the firewood we
would need for a huge camp oven dinner, and for whatever
fire wood we will need for just keeping warm before
departing Sunday. A huge load of fire wood returned, and
after being sorted & stacked etc., the decision was made to
head off for a little bit of driving around the land we were
camped on.
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A previous recce had informed us were not going to be able to drive the zig zag, or anything on the
other side of the river. The water was running quite fast, and it was also very deep. No big deal,
we just had a bit of a drive around the tracks we knew, & drove some difficult hill tracks & drop offs
to hone our skills a-bit.
Before we knew it, it was getting close to time to get the coals ready for the camp ovens for dinner,
and anyway it was easily time for a beer, or wine etc. Dinner was a huge affair, & all were
extremely well fed & happy with roast lamb, roast beef, various roast vegetables etc. Followed up
with numerous sweets, such as dumplings with a lovely hot sweet sauce I cannot remember the
name of, Roasted apples with hot custard, and even ICE CREAM!
A huge shout out to the many involved with this magnificent feast including but not limited to Ellie
& Stu, & Wendy. And a little shout out to our new found fire bug Martin, who has now learnt how
to tend a camp oven dinner, but also how to keep a roaring fire going.
Saturday night progressed casually and slowly with plenty of drinks and conversation with great
company. We all had an absolute ball.
Sunday morning saw most up with a reasonably early start cooking breakfast at the fire. There was
more time spent with great company & conversation. Some thought was being given to plans for
departure sometime during the day. Most straggled off at their leisure during the day. But for a
bunch of us, Sunday was a lazy affair, & by mid afternoon, we had packed and headed off together
for home.
The trip was a great load of fun & relaxation, with almost zero rain, & millions of stars by a
campfire.
Thanks to all who attended & your great company. Thanks to all that kept us laughing & fed all
weekend, and especially thanks to Richard who organised a great weekend away.
Looking forward to next time already!
Cheers. Pete.

This report was
Peter's last
contribution to
the Club.

Rest in Peace
Peter L
1960 - 2015
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Anne Beadell Highway & Hay River Track
Trip Leader: Chris C
Trip Grade: B/C
Timing: August 2015
Trip Description: A fantastic 2 part desert trip.
Part 1 Travelled from Port Augusta through Coober Pedy
and via the iconic Anne Beadell Highway to Volks Hill Corner, and on to Dingo Clay Pan, Emu
bomb site, Cook, Eyre Highway Nullarbor, Head of The Bight, Fisher, O’Malley, Watson,
Marilinga, Colona, Ceduna, and back to Port Augusta.
Part 2 Departed from Port Augusta and travel north to Woomera, Roxy Downs, Maree,
Mungerannie, Birdsville, Poeppel Corner, the Hay River Track and Jervois station.
Participants – Part 1
Vehicle 1: Chris C & Lydia B
Vehicle 2: Steven H & Stephen T
Vehicle 3: Peter P & Peter R
Vehicle 4: Michael L
Vehicle 5: Mark & Dianne T
Vehicle 6: Ross C
Vehicle 7: Danny & Beth W

Day 1 & 2 – 2nd & 3rd August 2015
The meeting point for the start of the trip was at Port Augusta Big 4 Holiday Park. All the trip
participants convened at the holiday park after the roughly 1500km trip across from the NSW east
coast. We saw quiet a lot of wildlife on the trip across to Port Augusta and had to dodge a few goats
on the way but, arrived safely. After a few introductions and a few drinks with our fellow travellers
we headed to the local pub for dinner where we made plans for our departure early the next
morning.
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Day 3 - 4th August 2015
Today we were up early and keen as mustard to get on the road. We left the caravan park at Port
Augusta at around 8.30am and headed north on the Stuart Highway. The first stop was at Pimba
Roadhouse for morning tea and a sausage roll. We headed off again before making a quick stop at
Lake Hart for a few photo’s and a quick look around before heading for Glendambo for lunch. We
then headed for Coober Pedy and arrived mid afternoon. We refuelled our vehicles and they had a
look around town where we visited a few of the opal stores and then some of us headed to the Old
Timers Mine which was an old opal mine, underground home and museum. We then regrouped at
the Stuart Range Outback Resort where we set up our camp for the night before making our way to
the local pub for dinner and a few refreshments. The food was good and we discussed our plans for
the next day's travel.

Day 4 - 5th August 2015
Today we left camp at 8am and travelled out of Coober Pedy along the Stuart Highway before
turning off to follow the Anne Beadell Highway. We were not more than 20 minutes into our trip
when the two Peter’s picked up a puncture and damaged a tyre. A quick tyre change and we were on
our way again. We headed west along the Anne Beadell Highway which was rough and rutted but,
we poked along at between 35 to 45kmph treating our vehicles to a shake test that would expose
any weaknesses that our vehicles were concealing. We passed over the dog fence and continued
along until we reached the Tallaringa Well where we stopped for lunch and a look around. We
ventured on after lunch until we reach the 990 bench marker in the Maralinga Tjarutja Aboriginal
land. Just past the marker we made our camp. Everyone set up their camp sites, checked over their
vehicles and cooked dinner before collecting some fire wood and settling around the camp fire to
relax and enjoy each other's company over a beer and wine.
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Day 5 - 6th August 2015
Today we broke camp at 8am and headed for the Dingo Clay Pan where Len Beadell setup the
initial camp whilst he searched for an appropriate atomic bomb test site. We left the Anne Beadell
Highway and headed north 54km along a side track which was somewhat overgrown and narrow. A
few KM’s along the track we dropped Danny & Beth’s T-Van on the side of the track before
continuing on to the Dingo Clay Pan. The track was very narrow and over grown and bushes treated
our vehicles to some bush pin stripping along the way. We folded our side mirrors in on several
occasions when they clipped the overhanging bushes on the sides of the track. I really was
impressed at the strength of the side mirrors on the Patrol’s, we really did give them a hiding today
and nobody in our group broke a mirror.
When we arrived at the clay pan it opened up into a massive natural open area with no vegetation.
We drove around the clay pan to Len Beadell’s main camp area and had a good look around. There
were still lots of remnants from the past laying around which had been there for over 60 years (fuel
drums, tyres, tobacco tins, tyre repair material, beer bottles, food tins, etc). We then headed to the
northern end of the clay pan where we found the 300 mile marker. This was the 300 mile centreline
marker for the Woomera rocket range. We took a few photos before pulling Ross out of a rabbit hole
that his car had fallen into whilst he was turning around just off the edge of the clay pan. We then
drove down the centreline of the clay pan where the old Dunlop tyres still marked the runway that
was used as a landing strip back in the 50’s to bring in the much needed supplies. We had lunch at
the clay pan before heading back to pick up the T-Van. We then headed to the Emu test site where
we visited ground zero for the first two atomic bomb tests. The bombs were detonated on the 15th &
27th October 1953. Both were tower bombs which, when detonated, super heated the area around
the site to form a glass crust on the ground for a radius of around a ½ mile around the bomb sites.
The blast vaporised the bomb towers in a fraction of a second during the explosion. We collected a
few samples of the surface glass before we headed the 4 miles to Observation Hill where they
watched the detonation of the bombs. Several men were knocked off their feet with the force of the
blast and a there was a massive heat wave that passed over the onlookers. We camped the night on
the flats below Observation Hill where the scientists and official party stayed during the set up for
the tests and during the test phases of the atomic testing during the 50’s. There were lots of relics
scattered around the area. We all wandered around wondering what might have been in the day and
investigating some of the relics laying around.

Day 6 - 7th August 2015
Km’s Travelled Today - 161km
Today we broke camp at 8.20am and headed for the Emu clay pan. We had a look at the airstrip and
the village area which housed around 400 people at its peak during the atomic testing. We spent an
hour or two wandering around the village site looking at relic’s that were left there in the 50’s.
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There was some really interesting bits and pieces scatter around the area which we delighted in
finding. We then headed on to Anne’s corner where we had lunch. After lunch we headed off again
and saw a few camels and a dingo digging for lunch on the side off the track. We were able to get a
few photos before continuing on to Vokes corner where we camped for the night.

Day 7 - 8th August 2015
We started the day with a bacon and egg breakfast before signing the visitors book at Vokes Corner
and then headed off again and occasionally stopping at a few of the marker points to check our
bearings. A quick stop at the Waldana water hole along the way to have a quick look around before
we continued our journey, only to find that the road we were to travel along was closed. So, we took
a side track which was sign posted to Cook. The side track which turned out to be a mining road
was a good quality road and we were now travelling at speeds of around 80kmph. We found a few
dams and bores along the road but all were dry. We also found 2 sheds with water tanks that were
put there to provide water to people caught in the outback without water. The first sheds tanks were
damaged by vandals and were dry. We continued onto the second shed where we found that the
water tanks were full and the water gave us all a chance for a nice shower and a shady place to
camp for the night.
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Day 8 - 9th August 2015
We left camp early today and headed for Cook. We stopped at a few sink holes along the way to
have a quick look around before continuing onto Cook. We arrived in Cook just before a freight
train that was 1786mt long arrived from Melbourne. It was to continue its journey to Perth after a
stop off at Cook for a train swap with another train coming from Perth heading to the east coast. We
walked around the town and had good look around the now unused school buildings before
adjusting our tyre pressures and heading for the Nullarbor. We hit the Eyre highway and drove west
for a few kilometres before taking a track down to the edge of the Great Australian Bight shoreline.
The shoreline was sheer cliffs that extended along the coastline. We then headed to the head of the
bight where we followed a boardwalk down to the edge of the water where we caught sight of
several southern right whales and their calves. The whales come to the area each year to give berth
in the warmer waters of the bight and spend a few months fattening up their calves before heading
back to the Antarctic Circle waters. There were around a dozen whales with their calves that were
just lazing around just off the shoreline in the shallow waters. After viewing the whales and getting
a few photo’s we started to head back to the Nullarbor caravan park when Danny & Beth’s
dashboard lit up like a Christmas tree with a variety of lights coming on. Danny managed to drive
back to the caravan park where he investigated the problem further before calling the NRMA to
assist with the diagnosis. A hot shower without red dust was a welcomed change. We all enjoyed a
Nullarbor burger for dinner in the roadhouse and then bunkered down for a rather windy night's
sleep.

Day 9 - 10th August 2015
Today we are heading to Maralinga where we were scheduled to meet a few fellow Nissan club
members at the gate to the Maralinga compound at 3pm. Turns out that the alternator in Danny and
Beth’s car had thrown in the towel and heading out to the bush again without repairs was now out of
the questions. Unfortunately Danny and Beth now had to drop out of the Maralinga tour. Their
vehicle was towed back to Ceduna for a replacement alternator and we caught up with them again a
few days later in Port Augusta. We headed north to Watson and about 50km’s into today trip Ross
got a flat tyre. After a quick pit stop to change the tyre and a quick morning tea we pressed on to
Watson before turning east to follow a siding track next to the rail line to head on to O’Malley. We
travelled along the rail service track or the fibre optic track winding back and forth trying to find the
best track as we headed towards Fisher. We ended up travelling along a track right beside the rail
line from Fisher to Watson. We had a look around a large quarry at Watson that we drove down into
before having our lunch beside the rail line. We waved at the Southern Aurora passengers as it
passed by us on its way back to the east coast. We then headed the last 30km to Maralinga on a
section of bitumen road to meet our contact at the gate. We did have a quick stop to change another
flat tyre on Ross car. Maralinga had a military look about it as we entered the compound and met
with another 4 club vehicles that were to join us for the remainder of our trip and to meet up with
our tour guide Robyn.
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Vehicle 8: Trevor & Eve W
Vehicle 9: Steve & Tim R
Vehicle 10: Steve & Tom S
Vehicle 11: Dave & Tom K
We then drove to the Maralinga village where we had a quick meeting with Robyn to get the run
down on things before setting up our camp site on one of the many concrete slabs which had been
building foundations many years earlier. We then went for a walk around the village to explore the
place and have a look through a few of the old buildings that were still standing in the village before
heading back for a hot shower. There were around 3000 people based in the village area in the 50’s
and they had spared no expense in setting up the village to make it more hospitable for the people
who were to live there in the mid 50’s.
Day 10 - 11th August 2015
Robyn our tour guide picked us up in a minibus from the campsite at 9.30am for our tour of the
Maralinga atomic bomb test site. First stop was the dam which was tar lined to stop the water
seeping into the soil. The dam was fed by irrigation channels from the airport car park siding. One
inch of rain on the airport car park would supply 1.8 million litres of water into the dam. The water
is then pumped through 3 stages of water storage tanks to allow sediment settling before it is used
in the village. They have the capacity to store around 3 billion litres of water on site. Next onto the
airport which is well maintained and still in operation today. The runway is 2.4km in length with
600mt run offs at either end of the runway. The landing area is made of 5mt thick concrete and is
able to land the biggest planes in the world and has been approved by NASA as an emergency
runway for the space shuttle program. We had a look around the airport terminal where we
inspected the old airport kerosene lights and the remains of an old Toyota Landcruiser
decontamination vehicle which was the lone surviving vehicle from a fleet of 26 decontamination
vehicles. All the rest were destroyed and buried on site many years earlier.
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We then headed to Roadside which was the control centre for the blast and the forward area. This
was the security control epicentre and over 400 commonwealth police were stationed and lived at
Roadside. We then went to ground zero for the Taranaki bomb which was the largest bomb
exploded on Australian soil. Taranaki was a 26.7 kilo tonne bomb. This bomb was detonated on 9th
October 1957 hung from a ballon at a height of 1000ft. The area has now been cleaned up and 2
large pits containing over 350,000 tones of top soil was burried and covered over with 5mt of top
soil at the Taranaki site. We had lunch at the Taranaki site in the old workshop (which had no walls)
in the howling wind where we were all sheltered behind the mini bus for a bit of protection.
We then went to Breakaway which was a tower bomb. This bomb was a 13.2 kilo tonne bomb
which was detonated in a 100 ft tower on 22nd October 1956. The aerial bomb vaporised the tower
and the top 45cm of the concrete slab that the tower was built upon. All the bombs detonated at
Maralinga were plotonium bombs. We then moved to the Marcoo bomb site which was a 1.4 kilo
tonne bomb that was detonated on the ground. Marcoo was detonated on 4 th October 1956 and blew
a hole in the ground that measured 45mt deep and 60mt across. 8 months after the bomb was
detonated one of the centuries posted in the forward area noticed smoke coming from the creator.
When they went to investigate they found an Aboriginal family with 3 children living in the creator
for protection from the elements. The smoke was from the fire that they were using to cook their
food. The site was highly radioactive at the time and the family has suffered from the effects of the
radiation over the years since.

Picture of the actual Marcoo nuclear bomb
We then went to the proposed bomb site of “Tufi” which was to be a 60 kilotonne balloon bomb. 10
days before it was scheduled for detonation the UK signed the nuclear treaty and no further tesing
was conducted at the Maralinga site. So Tufi was never detonated. We also visited another proposed
site called Gona which was partially prepared before it was also shelved. We then drove the 42km
back to the Maralinga village. The wind was howling so we headed into one of the dongers to cook
our dinner that night. This gave us a break from the wind and we watched a few video’s about the
atomic testing program that Robyn had told us about.
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Day 11 - 12th August 2015
Today we packed up our gear and met at Robyn’s residence which was once the hospital at the
Maralinga village. We had a look over some old photo’s and documents that Robyn had managed to
get his hands on over the years. He had some interesting photos of the village in the 50’s and
pictures of the actual bombs that were detonated at Maralinga. We left the Maralinga site at around
9.30am and headed out on a dirt road towards Yalata and came out on the Eyre highway at Colona.
We then headed east to Ceduna where we stopped for lunch at Subway and the 2 Peter’s picked up a
replacement auxiliary battery whilst at Ceduna. Then on to Wirrula, Poochera, Wudinna, Kimba (the
halfway point across Australia), Iron Knob and then to Port Augusta where we stayed at the Big 4
caravan park for the night. It was a long day’s drive and we arrived at Port Augusta just on dusk.
We rolled out our swags and headed to the pub for a meal and the back to the caravan park for a
good night's sleep.

Day 12 - 13th August 2015
Today was a rest day. Got up early and headed for the showers. After a shower and some breakfast
we headed for the laundry to do some washing. We then headed into the Port Augusta shopping
centre. First stop was the camp shop for a replacement shower and a new thermos. Then to Big W &
Coles to top up on some supplies, the bottle shop for a few essentials and the servo to fuel up again.
We refilled our gas bottle at the caravan park and repacked the car with our supplies.
We then did some maintenance on the car and cooked a meal in the camp kitchen before joining
everyone for happy hour in the camp kitchen.
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Day 13 - 14th August 2015
Participants – Part 2
Vehicle 1: Chris C & Lydia B
Vehicle 2: Steven H & Stephen T
Vehicle 3: Peter P & Peter R
Vehicle 4: Michael L
Vehicle 5: Mark & Dianne T
Vehicle 6: Ross C
Vehicle 7: Trevor & Eve W
Vehicle 8: Steve & Tim R
Vehicle 9: Steve & Tom S
Vehicle 10: Dave & Tom K
We left the caravan park at 8.10am and drove to the Pimba roadhouse where we pulled up for
morning tea. Then we drove to Woomera where we went to the visitors centre. We looked through
the visitors centre, the museum and the park which show cased the history of Woomera and the
rocket range. We also visited the resting place of Len Beadell before heading for Roxby Downs
where we stopped for lunch and a look around the town centre. We headed off again and went out
past the Olympic Dam mine site on the Borfield road and then joined the Oodnadatta track at
Bopeechea and headed east before pulling up for the night just past Plane Henge. We camped the
night underneath and old Ghan Rail Bridge just off to the side of the track. It was a great camping
spot and we had a good fire that night in the river bed.

Day 14 - 15th August 2015
We headed off this morning at around 8am and made our way towards Marree. We pulled up at
Wangianna at an old homestead which was once a stop for the Ghan railway line. Nice old house
that had seen better days and was once a siding for the Ghan rail line.

We continued on to Marree where we stopped to have a good look around the town and take a few
photos of the old trains and one of Tom Cruises old mail trucks. Tom was the mailman between
Marree and Birdsville in the late 40’s to the mid 50’s and he replaced the previous camel train that
did the mail run. We visited the local store where most of us could not resist the well placed cakes
on the front counter. I must say they were very nice. We then headed up the Birdsville track and
pulled up at Lake Harry where we visited another old homestead.
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We continued travelling north when an Emu came from nowhere at speed and took on Trevor &
Eve’s vehicle. The car came out on top and no damaged was sustained as the bulbar and
undercarriage took the hit. The Emu was not getting up any time soon and took a long break to
think about what he had done. We drove on taking in the sights of the Sturt Stony Desert.
We pulled up for lunch at Cooper Creek where we changed a flat tyre on Ross car before heading on
to Mungerannie where Mark & Dianne also arrived with a flat tyre. We repaired a few tyres and had
a swim in the hot spring pool and took a shower before heading to the pub for a few drinks with
Phil the owner of the Mungerannie pub. Let’s just say that Phil fits in well at Mungerannie and
would be considered by many as a real character of the outback.

Day 15 - 16th August 2015
Today we left Mungerannie at 8.00am after Chris broke a wheel studs on the right front of his
vehicle. Not a major problem as the remaining nuts and studs would retain the wheel for the
remainder of the journey. The drive from Mungerannie to Birdsville was fairly rough and
corrugated as we travelled through the Great Stoney Desert. There were areas where there was
Gibba rock as far as the eye could see. We arrived in Birdsville at around 1pm and checked into the
caravan park. We set up our camp on the banks of the Diamantina River before heading to the
bakery for a camel pie. We then refuelled the car and replenished our water supplies before heading
out for a look around the town. We went to the Birdsville information centre & museum before
heading out to the Birdsville race track and then on to the Burke & Wills blaze tree. We then headed
back to the camp area for a few beers and to help Ross repair a tyre before we all headed to the
Birdsville pub for 2 course baked dinner and desert meal.
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Day 16 - 17th August 2015
Today we all met up at the Birdsville pub for a few group photo’s before heading off along the QAA
line which heads west across the Simpson Desert National Park. The road out of town was tar but,
quickly turned to a sandy track that was a constant sand dune followed by a flat sandy area followed
by another sand dune and flat sandy area. When we first arrived at the beginning of the QAA track
we were met by a large sand dune which was a challenge to get over. We all quickly dropped our
tyre pressures and we got used to the sandy terrain relatively quickly. We did have to use the snatch
straps once or twice during the day but, driving in the dunes was good fun as the cars twisted,
bounced and swayed their way through the deep sandy tracks and steep dunes. Around 30km into
the trip Chris Chapman ripped a rear diff stabiliser mount off the chassis. We fashioned a welder
from 3 car batteries and Hoggy managed to tack weld the bracket back into place. We rang the
service centre in Birdsville on a satellite phone and arranged to have it welded up first thing the next
morning. We all made camp on the side of the track and Chris Chapman & Dave Knight headed
back to Birdsville for the repairs. The weld job held (good job Hoggy) and they made it back to
town just on dusk. The rest of us kicked back and enjoyed a good camp fire and a few beers.

Day 17 - 18th August 2015
Today we enjoyed a sleep in and a bacon and egg breakfast whilst we waited for Chris and Dave to
return from Birdsville after having the car repaired. We were back on the road around lunch time
and continued our journey through the sand dune country of the Simpson Desert. Not long into our
journey today, Mike stripped the thread on his right front shock absorber which he quickly replaced
and rejoined the group who had stopped for afternoon tea further along the track. We reached the
end of the QAA line and travelled west along the edge of Lake Thomas which was a giant salt pan.
We were able to travel along the edge of the salt pan which was a much smoother surface and
allowed us to travel at speeds of around 50 to 60kmph. The last few kilometres of today’s journey
was again traversing the sand dunes on the way into Poeppels Corner which is the intersection point
for three states (Queensland, Northern Territory & South Australia) where we made our camp for
the night. We all visited the marker pole which was the junction point of the three states. This
junction point was named after Augustus Poeppel who first surveyed the area in 1879. We all
enjoyed today’s happy hour and a warm camp fire before hitting the hay.
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Day 18 - 19th August 2015
We left camp at 8.00am and headed back to the end of the QAA line where we then followed a track
that took us to the Madigan Line. Named after explorer Dr CT Madigan, who made the trek on
camels in 1939, the Madigan Line is regarded as the most interesting way of crossing the Simpson
Desert. Ross got another puncture today which was repaired later that afternoon. We poked along at
around 20kmph past the Black Stump and stopped for the night at Camp 16 where we located the
blaze tree that stills carries the mark left by Madigan over 70 years earlier.

Day 19 - 20th August 2015
Well today started with a bang! After breakfast and a cuppa we were packing up and bleeding the
remaining gas from the stoves gas line. I thought the stove was turned off (but it wasn’t) and I
started to undo the gas line from the stove. The remaining gas was leaking from the connecting
point whilst I was undoing the stove and it ignited in a flash of flame. Scared the s… out of me and
Hoggy and got the heart pumping early in the day. A few singed hairs but, no injuries. We left camp
at 8am and passed a group of another 8 cars coming from the opposite direction not long into
today’s drive. The weather today was great. It was a really hot and blue sky day as had been the
case for the majority of our journey. The track followed the river bank and the sand was deep and
boggy in several areas which we ploughed through. No one got bogged until late in the afternoon
when Mike got stuck in the deep sand and then Dave got bogged trying to pull him out on the way
to Lake Caroline. We continued on to Lake Caroline which was a massive clan pan. We had a look
around and then headed back to the banks of the Hay River and found a nice shady spot under the
gum trees. There was a nice soft flowing breeze and we enjoyed a glorious sunset and few beers in
the river bed to cool us down.
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Day 20 – 21st August 2015
We woke up to find that Peter had a puncture in the left rear tyre which was quickly changed before
we headed off. We made our way through the deep boggy sand on our way back to the main track
and continued our journey north. We stopped on the edge of the Hay River at a point that Chris
recognised as the point where they had exited the river bed on an earlier trip. We decided to enter
the river bed and follow it but, as soon as Chris entered the river he almost instantly became bogged
in the deep river bed sand. We pulled him out and decided that we would continue along the track
which we had been following earlier. Further along we stopped at the Dingo Well which was a
scientific and conservation project dedicated to restoring the Dingo population and ecological health
of the area. The Dingo’s regulate the opportunistic species such as foxes, cats & rabbits thereby
enhancing plant and animal diversity. Ecological studies have demonstrated that the recovery of the
Dingo population is crucial if we are to save Australia’s endangered species. Unfortunately the well
was damaged and therefore had run dry. A quick look around the area and we found a dead Dingo.
The skull was souvenired by Steve & Tom and was to be taken home and boiled to get rid of the
remaining flesh and fur. An unusual keepsake and a bit smelly to carry in your car for the weeks
journey home. We continued on and stopped on the Tropic of Capricorn for morning tea where we
retrieved a geochache which, had been left by Chris Jacobs approximately two years earlier in an
attempt to break a record for the most remote geochache in the world. However, that was not to be
as he had not properly met the criteria to break the record. So Chris and Tom collected the
geochache for the return journey home. We continued on to Batton Hill which is an Aboriginal
settlement and camp ground. We had lunch at Batton Hill and decided to continue onto Jervois
station where we refuelled our vehicles, grabbed a shower and made our camp for the night.

Day 21 – 22nd August 2015
Today we left camp at 7.30am and headed towards Boulia. The 2 Peters left the party today and
headed towards Alice Springs and then on to Coober Pedy on their way back home to the South
Coast. Mike also left the group heading to Alice Springs. He was going to explore some of the
surrounding canyons. Trevor and Eve headed for Alice Springs and then on to Ayers Rock.
We headed out of Jervois station heading towards Boulia. On the way we passed some massive ant
mounds on the side of the road just before Tobermorey and pulled up briefly for a few photos. We
stopped at Tobermorey Station for lunch. They had a really nice camp ground which would be a
good camping area for future tours. We also stopped at Mount Lilyvale which was formed by
millions of years of erosion on an ancient sea bed. This had washed away the soft layers of soil and
left the hard surface layer forming several Masus in the area.
Mark and Dianne came with us to Boulia before heading on to Yeppoon for a few nights and then to
meander down the coast on their way home. Steve and Tim also left the group heading for the Gold
Coast to visit some family before heading home. A party of 5 continue on towards Old Cork.

37

Hoggy’s car was playing up and just cut out several times on today’s journey. It had also developed
a flat spot which turned out to be dust in the air flow sensor. Ross had further tyres issues today
when a tyre separated on the road heading out to Old Cork. This was quickly changed for the spare.
We ended up camping just short of Old Cork on the side of the track on a cattle station called
Munduran Station. We had a nice camp fire and a visit from the neighbouring cattle station owner.

Day 22 – 23rd August 2015
This morning we had to jump start Dave car as his battery would not crank his car over. We then
drove to Lark Quarry to have a tour of the Dinosaur Stampede. Lark Quarry is No1 on the
Australian Heritage List. In the 1960s a local station manager Glen Seymour showed local expert
Peter Knowles what he thought were fossilised bird tracks found at this site near an opal digging.
Glen thought Peter was “pulling his leg” when he told him they were dinosaur tracks. What they
were looking at was the world's only recorded evidence of a dinosaur stampede. This occurred 95
million years ago when Lark Quarry was part of a great river plain, with sandy channels, swamps
and lakes brimming with freshwater mussels, lungfish and crocodiles. Rainfall was over a metre per
year, so the surrounding lowland forest was lush and green.
One day some 95 million years ago, herds of small two-legged dinosaurs came to drink at the lake.
There were at least 150 dinosaurs of two different kinds - carnivorous coelurosaurs about the size of
chickens, and slightly larger plant-eating ornithopods, some of them as large as emus. A huge meateating theropod, smaller than a Tyrannosaurus, approached the lake. It slowed, saw the other
dinosaurs gathered at the water’s edge and began to stalk, then turned and charged. The stampeding
herd of smaller dinosaurs left a chaotic mass of footprints in the mud as they ran to escape.
Lark Quarry is a unique piece of history frozen in time and is No 1 on the Australian Heritage List
followed by the MCG in second position. This gives you an idea of the importance of this site.
We left Lark Quarry and headed towards Winton. Hoggy’s car continued to play up and cut out on
us several times on the journey to Winton. The battery was disconnected at Winton to try and
alleviate the problem. It was believed to be a relay issue. After reconnecting the battery we had no
further issues.
We stopped at Winton for a counter lunch at the pub. After lunch Dave couldn’t start his car and had
continuing battery problems. We again jump started his car and headed to Longreach and then on to
Barcaldine where we bid farewell to Ross who was heading to Rockhampton to visit his brother.
Our shrinking party of 4 continued a further 28km’s towards Blackall and stayed the night at Lara
Station which was a bit of an oasis in the bush. We camped on a grassed area on the edge of the lake
and enjoyed a hot shower and a few beers by the camp fire.
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Day 23 – 24th August 2015
Today we left Lara Station at around 8.30am after a quick search for a misplaced paddle. Chris and
Lidia left the group to head for home. So now we are a group of 6 people in 3 vehicles. We headed
towards Blackall after jump starting Dave’s car which was still having battery problems. We
refuelled at Blackall before heading to Tambo and on to Charleville where we stopped for lunch.
Dave had further problems with his battery and decided to have it replaced whilst in town. We then
drove on to Cunnamulla where we camped for the night at the local caravan park on the Wariago
River where the kids tried their hand at catching some yabbies whilst we set up camp and did some
washing.

Day 24 – 25th August 2015
We left Cunnamulla caravan park early this morning after a good brekkie in the camp kitchen and
hit the road heading towards Bourke and then on to Nyngan where we stopped for lunch. After
lunch we headed to Narromine and on to Dubbo where we made the decision to drive on to
Gulgong for our last night away. The weather was closing in and it looked like we were going to get
wet, so we decided to stay the night in the Commercial Hotel in Gulgong rather than pack up wet
gear in the morning. We checked into our rooms and met on the veranda for a few beers before
heading across the road to the Prince of Wales Hotel for great feed. We strolled around the town for
a look before heading back to our rooms for the night.
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Day 25 – 26th August 2015
We left Gulgong at 8.00am after breakfast in the Gobble & Go café for the final journey home. We
stopped at the Henry Lawson Memorial of his childhood home at Mudgee before continuing our
journey back to Sydney. We arrived back in the Shire at around 12.00pm and pulled up on the side
of the road at Sutherland to bid our last farewells to our fellow travellers before arriving home safe
and sound after travelling a little over 8000km on our journey.
I would like to say “Thank You” to Chris for leading the trip. The pace was good and the trip was
excellent. Also a big “Thanks” to all of our fellow travellers whose company made this trip a great
experience. Hope to see you all again one day.
By Stephen T & Steve H
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EASTERN CREEK 4WD
& ADVENTURE SHOW
15 to 18 OCTOBER 2015
By Tania S

Thursday, 15 October 2015 - SET UP
Rollanda R, Steven R,
Tania S, Stephen B, Dave C
A much smaller marquee this year - only 5x5 metre, but we
were on the tar so no ground sheet was needed. A great spot
too, as we were positioned next to the big ARB tent near the
main entrance. We set up tables, folded boxes of tee-shirts,
got the electrics working, and hung up posters. All in all, a
good days work and we were done and out of there by 2pm.

ARB

Friday, 16 October 2015 - DAY 1
Rollanda R, Steven R, Tania S, Iro S,
Stephen B, Dave C, Mark C, Richard C
A slow but hot day. Once everything was set up for the
day, I began walking around to every stand there handing
out letters and club brochures to get them to advertise in
our magazine. To date, only one person has replied.
Although we had quite a few people stopping by for a
chat, we had no new sign ups today.

Saturday, 17 October 2015 - DAY 2
Rollanda R, Steven R, Tania S, Iro S,
Fiona S, Scott D, Louis S.
An even hotter day. Went for a quick walk and had a
lovely chat with camp cook guru Jo Clews. Once the
main gates were open, it wasn't long before the people
made their way to us. There were lots that were very
interested with the club, but could not make the final step
to actually join up. At the end of the day, we had only
signed up 2 Newbies.
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Just as we had finished closing up the marquee, the
southerly change began to come through. As Iro,
Fiona and myself began to walk to our vehicle, it
started to rain so we stopped for a few minutes at the
main entry where the Radio 2GB Caravan, Camping &
4WD show were making their broadcast. We then got
to our vehicle and by the time we drove to the main
road, the rain was bucketing down. We were home 15
minutes later and there was hardly a drop seen on the
ground.

Photo from 2GB Website

Sunday, 18 October 2015 - DAY 3
Rollanda R, Steven R, Tania S, Fiona S,
Scott S, Scott D, Wendy D, Stephen B,
Dave C, Glen S, Richard C.
A cooler day today much to the relief of everyone working at
the show. Again went for an early walk to see what Jo Clews
was cooking up today and had a nice long chat with Ernie
Dingo. It was a slow start, but then we had a few at the same
time. A few members stopped by to say hello, then were off
again to see the rest of the show. The people were coming
and going like waves and that's how it was for the rest of the
day - no-one in sight, then a whole group at the same time.
Lots of brochures were handed out to those doing some fact
finding. We had a one from another 4WD Club who was
interested in a change, but said would be in touch after they
talked to a few others from the group. Fiona and I went for
another quick walk for lunch and we met and had a chat with
Roothy. We had another 3 Newbies signed up and 2
renewals.

Ernie & Roothy

A little down from last year's 11 Newbies, but a good show none-the-less. And I'm happy
to report that the group of 4WD'ers did contact us a week later and had 4 Newbies sign up.
Show Total: 9 New Members and 2 renewals.

Next year's show:
14-17 October 2016
(dates TBC)
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Advanced Driver Training at Sunny Corner
November 14-15th 2015
by Ruth C
I wasn't really looking forward to doing Sunny Corner this
time round. Whilst in the past I have always enjoyed it,
the week had been wet and the weather forecast for
Lithgow for the weekend was rain. With the decision to
take swags I was fearing the worst, wet bedding, lots of
mud. Whilst that sounds like fun for most men, I think I
have softened after using our beautiful 'tin swag' for so
long now - so was a bit reserved about the idea. I guess it
was so for many others, for the numbers had dropped
quite significantly when we got there.
We met at Lithgow McDonalds - the usual breakfast
meeting place and hit the road around 8am. We had a
small group 5 cars in total.
1. Chris C and Tim
2. Chris J, Ruth and Erik
3. Joe and Lucy
4. Mark and Jack
5. Ben
The trip to Lithgow had been wet but by the time we
headed out, it was only overcast. And that is the way it
stayed for most of the weekend! Saturday remained cool
and overcast- perfect really. Not too hot, not too cold, not
too wet. The tracks whilst wet presented no problems for
the group, even for Joe who has proven himself to be very
competent at 4wding - having started off with Advanced
Recovery training, Mt Airley and now Sunny Corner - in
that order - he still has basic training to do. We look
forward to seeing him and Lucy next month at the Land.
Mark's son Jack drove most of the weekend also. He too
is a terrific young driver with his 4wding skills seeing him
through much of the weekend.
On Saturday afternoon Lucy and I relaxed back at camp
and the men played on the steep rock climb - when
finished Ben started up the campfire. It was then and only
then a storm came through bringing a bit of rain- but not
enough to put out the fire. We had time to organise and
eat dinner, by then the rain had stopped. The clouds
cleared and we all sat around the camp fire for the
evening.
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Sunday morning was lovely, the sound of birds ringing
through the tree tops is always a delight for me. The
weather was a bit cloudy and cool and our bedding was
dry :)
After breakfast we headed out to play on the remaining
tracks, starting with the first river crossing near camp.

The deep ruts on some of the tracks gave us an
opportunity to get a few good photos, especially of Ben's
Troopy getting air below its tyres. Tim was very excited
about driving some of the tracks and making sure it was
captured on his phone to show his friends- who he said
wouldn't believe it otherwise. He too is a terrific 4WDer.

We returned to Capertee around midday and after airingup and farewells all set out for the drive home.
A terrific weekend was enjoyed by all. The only thing
lacking was - we had no recoveries....much to Chris J's
disappointment. lol.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Nissan Patrol Club
Christmas Party 2015
Budgewoi

Chris B with Holly, Paige & Ethan
Harry B & Darryle N
Ray & Jeanette V with Brendan, Jess & Hayley
Alan & Sally R with Eamon
Glen & Michelle S with Jasmin & Jordan
Michael &Bonnie B
Mark & Jan D
Rick & Brenda H
Bruce R (Santa), Dave P, Tony A, Graeme N
Kristie B with Isabelle & Georjia

We arrived at Budgewoi Holiday Park on Friday afternoon and after a welcoming chat with
those that were already there, we set up our camp quickly and then proceeded to
socialise! Kids got together and then went off to play on the jumping pillow while us
‘adults’ sat around a table with some nibblies, cracking open a few tinnies and reaquainting ourselves. It was well into the morning when we were all finally off to sleep!
Saturday was a great brekkie and after cleaning up, kids off to play again while we sat
around and planned out the menu & dining arrangements. A trip into nearby Toukley to
order chickens & salads and then to Coles to pick up supplies for the weekend. My
brother lives in Norahville (Toukley) so we droppped in there for a visit.
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Back at camp, Harry had started making up 16 pizzas ready for a different kind of happy
hour! These all went down a treat! As fast as Harry could cook them, they disappeared
very quickly.

Around 6pm, we all started to cook up dinner and some of us went into Toukley for the
local ‘Lighting Up The Christmas Tree’ celebration held in the main park. Myself, with
Holly, Paige, Ethan and Isabelle (my niece’s little girl) along with Ray, Jeanette & Hayley
went in to see all the fun of the fair – it was quite busy with crowds of people enjoying the
party put on by the local council, businesses and SEA FM radio. There were farmyard
baby animals to pet and lots of things to buy like glow in the dark stuff, party things as well
as coffee at the local cafes! At 8.30pm, they lit up the Christmas Tree and then set off a
spectacular fireworks display that went on for about fifteen minutes!.

Holly, Hayley & Isabelle (& Ray)
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Hayley

Ethan

Back at camp, the kids continued to chat and play, and us oldies sat around and talked,
catching up with each other, again until late in the evening (around 2am again)!
Sunday morning started easy with the kids making pancakes with maple syrup for
breakfast. Then, it got pretty hectic packing up camp as we had to be ready to be out by
10am checkout.
Harry and the helpers started preparing the food in the camp kitchen whilst the kids & I
went into Toukley to pick up the chickens, salads and a heap of extras from Coles, plus
4kgs prawns from Budgewoi. Harry had brought down his smoker and on Saturday
morning had started to prepare a huge chunk of beef and an equally large shoulder of
pork. These were to be smoke cooked for about 22hours! By Sunday Lunch, they were
superb!.
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Think we may have overdid it with the food, there was heaps for everyone! Bonnie,
Isabelle & Hayley decorated the pavlova shell. There were puddings with ice cream &
custard, and fruit salads! While letting the food settle, we all pitched in and cleaned up the
kitchen.
Following this, we had a ‘surprise’ visit from Santa Claus who had brought many presents
with him! I think all were gratefully received by young and old!

Jordan S

Hayley V

Ethan B

Eamon Ri

Georgia H

Isabelle H
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Jess

Brendan V

Some little fattie trying to
break Santa’s knee

New best friends Isabelle & Hayley

I would like to thank Harry for the huge effort he put into the whole weekend as well as the
organisation of the whole party. Well done, Harry! Also to Bruce aka Santa (but don’t tell
anyone!). To all those who attended and to those who helped out, thank you very much.
We hope you all enjoyed the weekend.
Cheers, Chris & the kids!
Merry Christmas and a happy, safe, healthy New Year to all.
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WISHING
ALL OUR
MEMBERS
AND
FRIENDS
A VERY
MERRY
CHRISTMAS

AND A
HAPPY,
SAFE,
HEALTHY
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW
YEAR.
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Drive In Night
19th December 2015
Adventures for this trip:
Harry (woohoo that’s me)
Glen & Michelle S
John D with Adam and Jack
Rollanda & Steve R
Plus 3 Patrols and a VW
A long time ago (Well a few weeks ago at least) in a town far far away
(Blacktown)
A social trip was organised for club members to see "Star Wars: The Force Awakens" at Blacktown
Drive-In on Saturday 19th December.
We met at the gates of the Drive-In at 5pm on the day, so we could be at the front of the queue.
First in gets the best spots to watch the Movie. BUT being in a large 4WD, we get told we have to
be at the back and to the side. This is not really a problem for us as we now have plenty of room to
spread out in our camp chairs, between our 4WD’s.
The Drive-In had put on a good show with a lot of their staff dressed in Star Wars apparel. The
canteen where you could get a snack was almost like being in the movie. There were lots of Storm
Troopers roaming around keeping the peace. Best to keep on their good side; behave or you will be
taken to face the Dark Lord Of The Sith.
So now that we have had a feed and settled into our camp chairs or car seats waiting for the movie
to start, we see Obi Wan Kenobi wandering around the Drive-In waving his Light Sabre at
everyone. We know we just have to have a group shot with him. So John Dunstan (The Force is
strong with this one) casually walks up to Obi and convinces him to take part in our group photo.
Well, what could I say about the movie after having watched it. Not much, except to say that it was
very interesting and I do not want to give anything away. If you want to know what happens, you
will have to go and see the movie.
I will give the movie a rating of
8/10, but I’ll give the night out a
10/10 as it’s always good to get
out with friends
So till next time we meet at an
event or trip, stay safe and have
a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year………….!!!!!!
Cheers Harry……..
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Down The Track
A look at 4WD Tracks
Around Australia

The Savannah Way
Western Australia - Northern Territory - Queensland
The Savannah Way is Australia's Adventure Drive, linking the historic pearling town of Broome in
Western Australia's Kimberley, via the natural wonders of Australia's tropical savannahs and the
Northern Territory's Top End to Cairns, the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef in Tropical North
Queensland.

The 3700 kilometre route links 15 National Parks and five World Heritage areas. You can explore
just a section or cross the continent enjoying its wide horizons, ancient gorges and abundant
wildlife, connecting with Aboriginal and pioneer heritage in today's friendly outback.

Broome to Katherine
The Kimberley is renowned for its
grand views, great gorge swimming
and Aboriginal art on the rocks and
in emerging galleries. It's a series of
fantastic experiences with regular
facilities and a range of driving
conditions.

Two wheel drivers and caravans have the sealed highway to traverse with classic towns and
indigenous art galleries. The Gibb River Road provides an unsealed alternative or additional route,
with remote cattle stations and connections to the coast. Many drivers plan a combination of these
two and add a local tour or two to cover as many highlights as possible.
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Broome is a beach resort town in Western
Australia’s Kimberley region. Along its Indian
Ocean coastline, the white sands of 22km-long
Cable Beach offer a dramatic backdrop for sunset
camel rides. At Gantheaume Point nearby, dinosaur
tracks are revealed in the beach’s red rocks during
low tide. Broome’s historic Chinatown overlooks
Roebuck Bay, a jumping off point for cruises to
local pearl farms.

Broome

Kununurra is a hub, especially including the nearby
El Questro and Home Valley, and the attractions
around Victoria River and Timber Creek are
increasingly accessible. So explore! Choose your
self-drive or touring adventure from the many
options here, contact the local experts at the main
towns' Visitor Centres and enjoy one of northern
Australia's great regions - you'll never forget it!
Emma Gorge at El Questro

Katherine to Normanton
Katherine is the central hub of The
Savannah Way. It's a great place to spend a
few days, and provides easy access to other
adventures in the Northern Territory's Top
End. There are many sealed routes
available from here, as well as unsealed
road experiences. The Savannah Way east
of Katherine involves such a choice.
Travellers in a two wheel drive or with a
caravan can stay on the bitumen via Daly
Waters and Cape Crawford as far as
Borroloola and its great fishing.
Two wheel drivers heading across the continent should look at travelling via Three Ways (near
Tennant Creek), Camooweal and Mount Isa. Head north at Cloncurry along the Matilda Highway
to Normanton and Cairns for a fully sealed journey maximizing your Savannah Way experience.
Four wheel drivers enjoy the adventurously remote
Roper Bar route or Borroloola to Burketown section of
the Savannah Way for great fishing, unsealed roads
with few town style facilities and some gorgeous
riverside camping spots. This is periodically closed or
for high clearance four wheel drives only. Please
check road conditions before travel.
Lawn Hill Gorge is one of The Savannah Way's icons, and combined with a visit to Riversleigh
Fossil fields is a "must do" side route. Although unsealed this road is often open for two wheel
drive vehicles. It's a classic Australian adventure drive!
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Normanton to Cairns
The Savannah Way's eastern point is
Cairns, a popular destination surrounded by
rainforest and reef. The route westward
incorporates the Tropical Tablelands and
Gulf Savannah. Sealed roads and towns in
relatively close proximity make this a
comfortable route for all vehicles.
Of course there are plenty of side routes and loops including unsealed road adventures as well most of these are well maintained roads with the occasional shallow creek crossing making four
wheel drive preferable.
Normanton is the home of the "Savannah King", a
massive salt war crocodile that was shot on the banks
of the Norman River in 1957. Normanton is a unique
outback town with a rich colonial history that has seen
both boom and bust years, beginning as a small port
town servicing the Croydon gold fields during the gold
rush, this colourful era brought people from all walks
of life from gold miners, merchants and farmers of all
nationalities.

"Savannah King"

Cairns, considered the gateway to Australia's Great Barrier Reef, is a city in tropical North
Queensland. Once a sleepy sugar-milling town, it's now a destination for sailing, diving and
snorkelling. Its Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park tells the stories of the indigenous Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people with music and dance. Cairns Esplanade, lined in bars and restaurants,
has a saltwater swimming lagoon.

Cairns

So, whether you start from Broome or Cairns, now is the time to plan your own tour on Australia's
Adventure Drive - The Savannah Way.
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UP THE CREEK
A quick look at some of the great
camp sites by our beautiful waterways

SOUTH WEST ROCKS
South West Rocks is a sleepy coastal retreat at its barefoot best.
Situated between Port Macquarie and Coffs Harbour, the town is an
oceanfront holiday hotspot bordering Trial Bay. With a number
of camping sites and caravan parks, Trial Bay's calm clear waters and
natural surrounds provides a wide range of activities ideal for a
family holiday.

South West Rocks lies at the mouth of the Macleay River, a
half-hour drive from Kempsey. It's an ideal family retreat by
the beach which is perfect for year-round swimming. Check
out the waves at South Smoky Beach and enjoy great surfing
conditions at Horseshoe Bay. Visit the family-friendly Trial
Bay for a relaxing day on the sand or relax by the calm waters
of Main Beach where you can go swimming or body-boarding.

The area has a rich heritage with some key landmarks just a
short drive away. Set on cliffs high above the sea, Trial Bay
Gaol was built in the 1880s to house prisoners and then as an
internment camp for Germans and Austrians living in Australia
during World War II.

Smoky Cape Lighthouse is one of the oldest, and tallest,
lighthouses in NSW. Standing high on a narrow headland,
Smoky Cape Lighthouse is surrounded by the stunning coastal
scenery of Hat Head National Park. Built in 1891, the
lighthouse itself is as beautiful as the views - check out its
winding staircase and octagonal tower.
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Fish Rock Cave, 2 km offshore, is one of the best cave
dives in the country, a 125-m passage through the
centre of a small island, with an amazing variety of
marine life including grey nurse sharks. Be sure not to
miss a day of idle beachcombing at Hat Head National
Park.

Discover Arakoon National Park and admire the area's surrounding
rocky foreshores and beaches, which are often visited by pods of
dolphins. Further down the coast, Hat Head National Park is a great
location for bushwalking and camping. Explore the park's sand dunes,
rainforest and wetlands.

TOP TIP:
Cockroach Repellent
Add two teaspoons of Tea Tree Oil with
two cups water into a spray bottle.
Spray in kitchen, bathroom, or anywhere they
like to enter the home. It won't kill them, but it
will keep them away.
NOTE: All TOP TIPs are tested first in my own home to see if they actually work,
and only those that do make it into the magazine.
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A-Z of NSW
National Parks
A B C D E

F

G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

FORTIS CREEK NATIONAL PARK
Fortis Creek National Park is just inland from the north coast of NSW, approximately 630 km from
Sydney. Driving from Grafton, travel approximately 18 km north along Summerland Way on the
Casino Road. Access to the park is approximately 18 km from Grafton (or about 1 km north of
Clifton Road) on the left hand (western) side of the Summerland Way. A park entrance sign and
access trail is located next to the Dilkoon fire shed. Park access is limited - please observe the
signs. Access is dry weather only. The park is adjacent to the south-west edge of Banyabba Nature
Reserve and was formerly part of the Fortis Creek State Forest.

One of many streams

Bushwalking

Fortis Creek National Park is part of a group of national parks, nature reserves and state
conservation areas located along the southern section of the Richmond Range. Fortis Creek
National Park was formerly part of Fortis Creek State Forest until gazettal in 1997. The park
adjoins Banyabba Nature Reserve to the north and north-east. The western part of the park is part
of the Banyabba Wilderness. The reserve contains vegetation associated with sandstone geology
and provides opportunities for low-key and self-reliant nature-based recreation.
The Park has many tracks that are ideal for bushwalking, however there are no other facilities.
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NATURE
LOVER
GREAT WHITE SHARK
The legendary great white shark is far more fearsome
in our imaginations than in reality. As scientific
research on these elusive predators increases, their
image as mindless killing machines is beginning to
fade.
Of the 100-plus annual shark attacks worldwide, only
one-third to one-half are attributable to great whites.
However, most of these are not fatal, and new
research finds that great whites, who are naturally
curious, are "sample biting" then releasing their victims rather than preying on humans. It's not a
terribly comforting distinction, but it does indicate that humans are not actually on the great white's
menu.
Great whites are the largest predatory fish on Earth. They
grow to an average of 15 feet (4.6 meters) in length, though
specimens exceeding 20 feet (6 meters) and weighing up to
5,000 pounds (2,268 kilograms) have been recorded.
They have slate-gray upper bodies to blend in with the
rocky coastal sea floor, but get their name from their
universally white underbellies. They are streamlined,
torpedo-shaped swimmers with powerful tails that can
propel them through the water at speeds of up to 15
miles (24 kilometres) per hour. They can even leave
the water completely, breaching like whales when
attacking prey from underneath.
Highly adapted predators, their mouths are lined with up to 300
serrated, triangular teeth arranged in several rows, and they have
an exceptional sense of smell to detect prey. They even have
organs that can sense the tiny electromagnetic fields generated by
animals. Their main prey items include sea lions, seals, small
toothed whales, and even sea turtles, and carrion.
Found in cool, coastal waters throughout the world, there is no
reliable data on the great white's population. However, scientists agree that their numbers are
decreasing precipitously due to overfishing and accidental catching in gill nets, among other factors.
They are listed as an endangered species.

58

FOR SALE

Photos

Item:
1983 GQll Nissan Patrol
Description:
Fully equipped to travel
285,000 km. Well serviced & maintained.
Recently refurbished gearbox, exhaust, belts,
Pumps, carby, clutch, radiator, gaskets, etc.
Many modifications - 2" lift, long range fuel tank,
Sliders, snorkel, winch, dual battery, UHF, etc
Incl: Full recovery gear, camping gear + rooftop tent.
All kitchen gear + 50L Ironman fridge. Full tool kit.
Must sell. Full list of details on club website.
Price: $13,500
Location:
Email:
Julien
julien.iaconelli@gmail.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Item:
7 seat set
Description: a full set of 7 seats to fit a
Patrol Series 1 & 2, 1998 on.
Reasonable condition, grey material.
Front seats complete with runners.
Pick up or can deliver close by.
Price: $600 ono
Location: Penrith
Call: Brian
0411 045 596
Or bggnewman@optusnet.com.au

Item:
Steering Wheel Air Bag
Description:
To suit
1997 GU Patrol
Very good condition.
Pick up or can deliver close by.
Price: $150
Location: Penrith
Call: Brian
0411 045 596
Or bggnewman@optusnet.com.au

If you would like to place something on the Noticeboard,
contact Tania at editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
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FOR SALE
Item:
Description:

Photos

1980 Nissan Patrol
Short Wheel Base, Diesel
183,000 km, 10 months Rego
Very Good Original Condition

Extras: Rear seat, original bumper bars
Price:
Location:
Call:
David (not a club member) on 0438 612 874
Or
dabscott@hotmail.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Item:
DP Chip
Description: DP31, One year old
Will suit most CRD
Comes with 5 year warrantee
Instructions & receipt.

Item:
PARTS
Description: To suit Nissan Navara
AV99XF, 2.5 CRD
 New fuel filter
 Fan
 Alternator belt
Price: $50 for the lot Location:
Call: Bob
0407 66 22 99
or
sdobrzy@me.com

Price: $700
Call: Bob
or

Location:
0407 66 22 99
sdobrzy@me.com

If you would like to place something on the Noticeboard,
contact Tania at editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
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In the Library
BK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

SM
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

CD
1
2

BOOKS
Best 4WD Adventure Treks No 2
Broken Hill - The Accessible Outback
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (1)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (2)
Bush Camps & Rest Areas Around Australia (3)
Camping Guide to NSW - 1st edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 4th edition
Camping Guide to NSW - 5th edition
Camping Guide to Queensland - 3rd edition
Camping in Queensland - 7th edition
Camping Guide to South Australia - 3rd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Tasmania - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 2nd edition
Camping Guide to Victoria - 4th edition
Camping Guide to Western Australia - 2nd edition
Explore Australia Camping Chef
Fraser Island
Fraser Island
HF Radio for Travellers
NPC Tasmanian Tour 2005 Guide Book
One for the Road
The Outback Way - Perth to Cairns
The Snowy Mountains - Australia's High country
Tasmania - National Parks, Forests & Waterways
Victoria: Off the Beaten Track
VKS-737 Radio Network Reference Manual
Welcome to Central Australia Tourist Guide
WA & NT Tourist Guide
WA Caravan & Camper 50 Best Road Trips
Your Entry Into Amateur Radio
4WD Tracks of the High Country
4WD Touring - South East NSW & East Gippsland

SERVICE MANUALS
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Folder)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (1)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Binder) (2)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 & 61 Series (Book)
Nissan Patrol Model 160 Series Supplement 2
Nissan Engine Model P (1)
Nissan Engine Model P (2)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (1)
Nissan/Datsun Model SD22 & SD33 (2)
Nissan Model SD Diesel Engine - 2nd Revision

CD - AUDIO

MG
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

AV
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

US
1
2

Rotronics Catalogue
The Shepparton Talk by Len Beadell
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NPC
Library
Iro S
Librarian

MAGAZINES
Australian 4WD Monthly Feb 2001 (Trials 2000)
Australian 4WD Monthly No 45
Australian 4WD Monthly No 90
Australian 4WD Monthly - The Driving Guide
Australian 4WD Monthly Recovery Guide
Australian 4WD Action Going Bush on a Budget
4x4 Australia No 257
4x4 Australia No 265
Network News August 2006
Network News December 2006
Network News April 2007
Network News Spring 2007
Bushdriver Vol 22 No 5 (w NPC Trials 2000)
TLCC News Vol 32 No 6
Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News April 2008
NPC Nissan News October 2008
NPC Nissan News January 2009
NPC Nissan News October 2009
NPC Nissan News January 2010
NPC Nissan News July 2010
NPC Nissan News January 2011

VIDEO
The Australian High Country
Big Red to the Beach (1)
Big Red to the Beach (2)
Circle the Gulf
Fred's Hill February 1998
Journey to the Kimberley
Kimberley Adventure Guide
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1992
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1993
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1994
Nissan 4WD CCVT 1995
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (1)
NPC 2001 Nissan Trials (2)
South Oz Odyssey
Top End Adventures Part 1 )
Top End Adventures Part 2 ) - 3 part Box Set
Top End Adventures Part 3 )
Tuff Truck Challenge 2001
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 1999
Woodpecker Gully Challenge 2000
4WD to Adventure
4WD Jamboree 2000

VIDEO - US UHS
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 1
American Top Truck Challenge 1999 Pt 2

In the Library
DVD's
DVD
1
2
3
4
5
6
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13
14
15
16)
17)
18
19)
20)
21)
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Hilux Recovery - River Island - 1 July 2006
The Makings of Milo - 4WD Action Mag
Roothy's Outback Adventure
"First in Class" - Custom V8 TD Troopy
Bundy on a Budget
2007 Ute on the Year + Adelaide to Alice
Best 4WD of 2008 + Tackling NT's Remote Areas
Custom Truck Mania + Landcruiser Mountain park
3 Wild Custom Trucks + Watagans
The Hard Road - Cape York
To the Tip and Back - Cape York
Bush on a Budget
Hardcore 4WD Action - Tuff Truck 2009
Tropical Tourers
Cool Runnings - Off-road Tips & Techniques
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (1)
How to 4WD - Complete Driver Training Guide (2)
Moreton Island
Fraser Island
Bush Mechanic Challenge
Bush Mechanic Challenge No 2
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (1)
Tasmania's Wild, Wild West Adventure (2)
2007 Ute of the Year - Adelaide to Alice
Moreton Island
Bundy on a Budget
The Makings of Milo + 3 Custom Trucks
100 Not Out
Down & Dirty
Head for the Hills! - Hill End + Navara D22
Back to the Outback (1)
Back to the Outback (2)
Roothy wrangles LEVUKA 4WD Park + 6 Custom Trucks
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 1
Bush Mechanic Challenge Part 2 + Jeep Jamboree
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (1)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (2)
Coastal Capers - SA Coastline + Jeep Jamboree (3)
Big Gun Battle - Nissan v Toyota
The Flinders Ranges (1)
The Flinders Ranges (2)
Milo's Mates - Custom 40's
5 Custom 4WD's + Off-road World Challenge
Cape York + 4 Best Customs
Murchison Madness - WA's Best Off-road Destination
Recovery Special
Roothy Explores Coffs
Back in the Kimberley
Flinders Ranges
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Club Shop
With Chris B & Stephen B

RECOVERY GEAR
Snatch Strap
Chain & Grab Hooks

Bow Shackle
Tyre Gauge
Gloves
Tree Trunk Protector
Winch Extension Strap
Snatch Block
Recovery Hitch & Shackle
Winch Cable Dampner
ARB Compressor Kit
ARB Air Compressor
ARB Air Hose Kit
ARB Speedy Seal Kit
Staun Tyre Deflators
Hi-Lift Jack
Hi-Lift Jack Bumper Lift Kit
ARB Recovery Bag

Spanset brand 9m x 60mmx 8,000kg
1.75m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
3m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
6m x 7mm alloy Grade 80 chain & 2 grab hooks
4.7t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3.2t SWL Grade S - Complies with AS 2741
3psi to 60psi - includes storage case
Made with soft cow hide leather
Black Rat brand 3m x 75mm x 8,000kg
Spanset brand 30m x 50mm x 4,000kg
Black Rat brand 8,000kg - suits 6-12mm cable
Tigerz11 brand 10,000kg - 11mm cable diameter
Tigerz11 brand - fits towbar box section
Tigerz11 brand - a must for all winching exercises
Fully equipped boxed kit - includes hose kit
For fixed mounting in your car's interior or engine bay
Ideal kit for vehicle mounted air compressor
Emergency tyre plug repair kit
Set & forget, hands free tyre deflators - Set of 4
Genuine Hi-Lift jack brand as sold by ARB
Secure hook for bumper. For use with Hi-Lift Jack.
SMALL size - perfect for storing your recovery gear

$ 55.00
35.00
48.00
85.00
10.00
8.00
19.00
6.00
35.00
80.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
32.00
320.00
265.00
45.00
55.00
75.00
160.00
55.00
55.00

4WD ACCESSORIES
UHF Aerial
Roo Lite Light kit
Windscreen Repair Kit
FixAll Tape
Diff Breather Extender Kit
Dual LED Strip Light
Kaymar Telescopic Light
BBQ Plate
Campfire Tripod
Water Bag

GME AE4018K1 - includes aerial & base
GME AE4705 - includes aerial & base
180mm driving light kit complete with wiring harness
DIY windscreen repair kit - fits in glove box
Fix split hoses, tubes & leaks price per roll
Reduce the chance of water ingress - with all fittings
Yellow LED deters insects - White LED for bright light
Mount on to a Kaymar Rear bar spare wheel holder
Medium Size - with stand
4' high - ideal for bush camp cooking
Traditional Water bag for mounting on bull bar

$ 125.00
210.00
235.00
26.00
10.00
70.00
35.00
222.00
68.00
40.00
50.00

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Men's Red Polo Shirt
Women's Red Polo Shirt
Reversible Vest
Stubby Holder

Club red - Sizes Small to 5XL
Club red - Sizes 16 to 20
Club red / navy blue - Sizes Medium to 3XL
Nissan Trials red stubby holder - collector's edition

NOTE:
Some items may be out of stock and do not appear on this list.
To place your order, please go to the Club Website
- Member's Zone - Club Shop and follow the instructions indicated for
purchase, payment and pick-up.
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$ 20.00
20.00
50.00
5.00

CAMPING CHECKLIST
o


SAFETY

COLD FOODS


COOKING, ETC


PERSONAL


First Aid kit

Water

Stove & stand

Daywear

Torch & Batteries

Milk-Powder/long life

Gas cylinders (full)

Sleepwear

Portable Radio

Sauces – Tomato, BBQ

BBQ plate

Swimwear & towel

Maps

Butter / Margarine

BBQ tools

Footwear

Compass

Cold cuts

Matches / lighter

Rainwear / Jacket

EPIRB

Meats

Frying pan

Underwear

GPS

Vegetables



Sunglasses

Spare Batteries

Fruit

Plates & Bowls

Reading glasses

Eggs

Mugs / cups

Hat

Drinks

Glasses

TENT


Cutlery

Tents & Poles
Pegs & Guy ropes

Saucepans & lids

Vegetable peeler
DRY FOOD


TOILETRIES


Can opener

Medication

Spare pegs / guy ropes

Tea, Coffee, Sugar

Corkscrew

Salt water soap

Ground sheet / tarp

Salt & Pepper

Sharp knife (Sm & L)

Tooth brush & paste

Tent fly

Flour –Plain/Self Raising

Mixing bowl

Hair brush & Comb

Mallet

Cooking Oil

Tongs / Spatula

Deodorant

Seam sealer

Vegemite

Cutting board

Shampoo & Conditioner

Tent repair kit

Peanut Butter

Portable fridge

Mirror

Rake

Tin Food

Drink container

Bath towel

Broom / dustpan

Breakfast Cereal

Flask

Face washer

Door mat for tent

Snacks

Washing container

Shaver

Dishwashing liquid

Shower cap

Plate drying rack



Tea towels

Sunscreen

BEDDING


MISCELLANEOUS


Cosmetics

Sleeping bags

Portable toilet

Insect repellent

Sleep bag inner sheets

Portable shower

Toilet paper

Air Mattress

Portable wash machine

Tissues

Camp beds

Laundry detergent

Pillows

Rechargeable light

ENTERTAINMENT


Portable clothes line

Recharging Cables

Pegs

Phone

Daypack

Camera, Film & Batteries

Camp table

Sewing kit

Binoculars

Chairs

Garbage bags

Card games

Camp cupboard

Duct Tape

Books

Camp wardrobe

Bucket

Pens, pencils, paper

Kitchen table

Small shovel

Fishing gear

FURNITURE


Axe
Insect Spray

64

"Jack of all Trades"

TRADE DIRECTORY
Free Business Card Advertising for Club Members

PRINT
Andrew McLennan
0410 624 001
andrew@abfprint.com.au

ABF Print Pty Limited
3Argyle Street
ARNCLIFFE NSW 2205
P: 02 9567 2877
www.abfprint.com.au
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