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Nissan Patrol 4WD Club General Meetings 
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Veteran Car Club 
134 Queens Road 

Five Dock  NSW  2046 
 

 

 

Club mail can be sent to: 
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club 

PO Box 249 
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol 
4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.  The Club and its officers do not expect nor invite any 
person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice. 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org  
includes a "members only" area with access to details of upcoming 
trips and other news/information not meant for public consumption.  
To be issued a user name and password to access the website, 
please send an e-mail with your name and home phone number to 
webmaster@nissanpatrolclub.org.   
Put "password required" in the subject area of the e-mail.  After we 
have verified your details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in 
information. 
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB 
OF NSW & ACT INC. 
 

About the Club 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts 

from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming 

to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity.  Notwithstanding the club's name, the Club welcomes all 

types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course. 
 

In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the 

Windellama region near Goulburn.  The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping, 

driver training and social activities.  There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable 

source of water for bush fire fighting. 
 

In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.  

The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses.  It 

is also the place where we have our Xmas In July, Easter and Club Anniversary weekends, and is 

available for free camping by members at any time. 
 

 

 

Front 

View 

 

Back 

View 

 
 

The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from 

a wide variety of people from all over Sydney and the countryside. 
 

 

The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from 

one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety 

of social activities. 
 

Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for 

all levels of four-wheel driving.  On trips, the traditional “happy hour” 

and campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a 

quiet drink and building solid friendships. 
 

We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State 

Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'Clean-

Up  Australia' by cleaning up our bushland. 
 

Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in 

their 4WD’s.  In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges 

testing the driving skills of both individuals and teams. 
 

In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club 

is running the Son of Trials at River Island on the first weekend of 

November.  These events offer standard road registered vehicle 

owners, from learner drivers through to experienced 4WD’ers, to 

participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune their 

skills and the chance to win some fantastic prizes.  
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB 
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PO Box 249  FIVE DOCK NSW 2046 

Club website:  www.nissanpatrolclub.org 
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2014-2015 COMMITTEE MEMBERS & OFFICE BEARERS  
 

COMMITTEE 

President   Rollanda  

Vice President   Scott  

Secretary   Christopher  

Treasurer   Cindy  

Membership Secretary Jonathan  

Trip Organiser   Steven  

Training Co-Ordinator  Chris  

Land Manager   Kenneth  

Communications/Editor Tania  

Social Convener  POSITION VACANT   

 

OFFICE BEARERS 

Trials Co-Ordinator  Charles  

Assist Trials Co-ordinator POSITION VACANT   

Trials Secretary  Rollanda  

Publicity Officer   POSITION VACANT   

Webmaster   Brett  

Purchasing Officer  POSITION VACANT   
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Equipment Officer  Ross  

Librarian   Mark  

Sergeant-at-Arms  POSITION VACANT   
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and have a part in the running of YOUR Club. 

 

http://www.nissanpatrolclub.org/
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From the 
Editors 

 
 

Sometimes, being a trip leader and trying to plan out a trip can be a rough road, but you 
still manage to get through it because you know that getting there is half the fun and there 
are some wonderful sites to be seen at the end of that rough road. 
 

And people will follow this daring trip leader as they also want to see these wonderful sites 
and have a few laughs with their new friends on this trip. 
 

But trying to get someone to do a trip report is like falling into the unseen and never ending 
chasm that has unknowingly opened up across that rough road. 
 

Years ago, a trip leader came up with the idea that the last person to arrive at the 
designated meeting place at the start of the trip, was then elected to write the trip report. 
 

This idea should be turned into a Club Rule. 
 

 

Ruby says: 

Don't look at me, 

I can't spell. 

Also, the Photo comp, Junior 
Patroller and Find-a-Word pages 
have been dropped due to lack of 
interest. 

 
 

 

Keep On Patrolling! 
Tania & Iro 

 
& Ruby 

 

 

Next magazine due 
12 January 2015 

 

All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a  
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to 

editor@nissanpatrolclub.org  

or mailed to 
The Editor, NPC, 

PO Box 249, Five Dock NSW 2046 
by 20 December 2014. 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to advertise your business 

 in this magazine, please contact Tania at 

editor@nissanpatrolclub.org 
 

Advertising Charges: 

Full Page     $400 p/a 

Half Page     $250 p/a 

Quarter Page     $100 p/a 

Business Card     $50 p/a 

 

mailto:editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
http://www.123rf.com/photo_11342209_office-worker-drinking-coffee-at-desk.html
http://www.dogsleds.ca/dog_sled_number2.html
http://fictionetal.wordpress.com/2012/10/16/is-in-book-advertising-inevitable/
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The Report from 

Madam 
President  

 

 

Hi All, 

 

As the year draws to a close, there are a few things coming up that I am really looking forward to, 

and I hope that you might join in. 

 

First up is the 4WD Adventure Show at Eastern Creek from 17th to 19th October.  Following last 

year’s success, we have secured a stand again.  Thank you to those who have already volunteered to 

help out, however, we are still short of volunteers to help set up on the 16th and staff it over the 3 

days.  Please contact me if you are able to help. 

 

I am planning another clearing weekend in November.  Last year’s weekend was very productive 

and a lot of fun.  It also highlighted the great sense of community that is at the heart of the club, so I 

hope that we can do it again.   

 

I cannot believe that Christmas is only 3 short months away, yet it is!!  To kick off the festive 

season, Chris B has organised the annual club Christmas party at the picturesque Budgewoi Holiday 

Park on the shores of Lake Munmorah.  Come for the day, come for the weekend, it promises to be 

a great event.  It gives us all the opportunity to catch up with friends, sing some carols, share happy 

hour and a lunch in a relaxed Central Coast setting.  Please contact Budgewoi (02) 4390 9019 
directly to book your accommodation and Chris B                 to book in for lunch. 

 

Please check out the calendar in the magazine, as there are some exciting new trips.  It is fantastic to 

see an increase in trips.  The photography course is still on, however due to scheduling issues, it 

looks as if it will be early next year.  If you have a trip to put on the calendar or would like to 

discuss the possibility of running a trip, please contact Steven       at trips@nissanpatrolclub.org  

He will be only too happy to suggest some destinations or give you advice if you are a novice. 

 

There are lots of events to become involved in over the next three months, so I hope that you take 

the opportunity to come and take part. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Rollanda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:trips@nissanpatrolclub.org
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The Club would like to acknowledge and  
Welcome the following New Members 

who have joined us over the last 3 months.   
 

Nicolas B & Faiza L 
Michael C 
Cyrille C 

Darren & Jennifer G 
Robert H 
Julien I 

Ronald M 
Jonathan M 

Peter, Abigail and Isabella O 
Mark, Diane, Emma & Jack T 

 

We hope you have an enjoyable, friendly and fulfilling 
time with the Club and stay with us well into the future. 

 

 
 

 ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- 

 

40 acres ONLY $54,950 
 

 

4WD. Camp, Motorbike, Hunt, Graze, 
 Relax and Enjoy the Outdoors 

 

Discover this brand new release hobby farm 
nestled in the Bylong Valley.  If you've dreamed of 
owning your own country getaway so you can 
relax and enjoy the outdoor lifestyle, then this little 
gem is for you.  Located off the Bylong Valley 
Way at Bylong NSW, 3 to 3½ hours drive North 
West of Sydney.  Bushland, Abundant Wildlife 
and Awesome Views. 
 

Ph Matt 049 89 89 880 Raine & Horne. 

 

http://www.picgifs.com/glitter-gifs/welcome/&p=2/
http://www.lagosians.com/profile/MyneWhitman
http://www.hi5style.com/welcome-signs.asp
http://codemyspace.com/
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H A P P Y   B I R T H D A Y 
 

 

 

We wish the following Club Members  

a very Happy Birthday. 
 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

7 

7 

9 

9 

10 

10 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 

13 

14 

14 

14 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

17 

20 

20 

21 

25 

25 

28 

29 

30 

Adam M 

Steven P 

Rhys O 

Adam B 

Lorraine C 

Natalie M 

Adam D 

Jack D 

Laura L 

Wendy Y 

Damien M 

Liz M 

Julia M 

Jody R 

Gemma B 

Claire R 

John B 

Kaitlin L 

Margaret A 

Toby F 

Nelly C 

Kathleen P 

Steven Y 

Christopher B 

Robin C 

Michael D 

John L 

Alec R 

Arpad R 

Reece Y 

Marie B 

Bev F 

Judy R 

Matthew F 

Michael F 

Steve S 

Julie R 

Sandy H 

Amalia S 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

12 

13 

13 

15 

19 

20 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

27 

29 

30 

30 

? 

Euan B 

Natasha B 

Jocelyn C 

Tracy K 

Susan R 

Philipp G 

Bill B 

Mary L 

Reolof D 

Lydia B 

Richard C 

John M 

Ben B 

Maureen D 

Steven R 

Samantha R 

Glenn R 

Peter B 

Dragana J 

Graeme N 

Alex R 

Nicky R 

Diane T 

Mark H 

Harris J 

Danny C 

Adam C 

Kodi W 

 

 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

13 

13 

14 

15 

16 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

25 

28 

28 

28 

29 

30 

30 

Zoie P 

Thomas P 

Stephen C 

David H 

Glenn S 

Thomas S 

Emma T 

Ashley W 

Renee O 

Chris R 

Jason H 

Sarah M 

Graeme B 

Eamonn D 

Bec W 

Iain Y 

Sandra D 

Michael P 

Craig R 

Hugh H 

Nicolas B 

Anne J 

Marion C 

Jonathon D 

Thomas M 

Ull Pa 

Malcolm P 

Ross C 

Stephanie C 

Gloria M 

Ross M 

David P 

Christine S 

If your birthday is not on this list, please contact Tania at  
 

http://nicecliparts.com/images-Birthday_Balloons.php
http://birthdaycakesidea.com/birthday-cake-clip-art/
http://images.google.co.zw/imgres?q=birthday+present+images+animated&hl=en&biw=973&bih=564&tbm=isch&tbnid=9YhVaeHkkd7R2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.sodahead.com/living/today-is-my-birthday-i-am-29-and-holding-not/question-3490181/&docid=D4mR36HV2jzkvM&imgurl=http://images.colourbox.com/thumb_COLOURBOX3441157.jpg&w=320&h=242&ei=_SUwUZqhNILMmgW9tIF4&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:23,s:0,i:153
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THE SCOREBOARD 
 

 

NRL FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION 
 

PLACE YOUR 

TEAM 

NAME POINTS 

1 
 

John  S 290 
2 

 
Trevor  W 286 

3 
 

Tania  S 281 
4 

 
Mark  C 277 

5 
 

David  H 268 
6 

 
Romayne  F 264 

7 
 

Steven  R 256 
8 

 
Susan  R 241 

9 
 

Matthew  F 240 
10 

 
Chris  B 240 

11 
 

Fiona  S 239 
12 

 
Eddie  Z 238 

13 
 

David  K 235 
14 

 
Iro  S 235 

15 
 

Belinda  Z 233 
16 

 
Harry  B 217 

17 
 

Margaret  B 213 
18 

 
Ken  I 0 

19 
 

Tony  A 0 
20 

 
Peter  L 0 

 

PRIZES 

 

 

John S 
Terrain Tamer Snatch Strap Kit 

Hema 4WD Adventure Atlas 

 

 

 

Trevor W 

Terrain Tamer Snatch Strap 
Bushranger Tyre Repair kit 

Hema Australian Outback Adventure Map 
Hema Victorian High Country Map 

 

 

 

Tania S 

Black Widow Wheel Bin Bag 
Black Widow Fridge Tie Down Straps 
Hema Victorian High Country Map 

Hema Outback NSW Map 

 

 

Margaret B 
Set of 3 Wooden Spoons 
Cooking with Thommo Cookbook 

Pot Holder & Oven Mit 

 

THANK YOU to all participants for joining in the fun and rivalry of this competition. 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:St_George_Illawarra_Dragons_logo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canterbury-Bankstown_Bulldogs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canterbury-Bankstown_Bulldogs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MelbourneStorm.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sydneyroosters.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sydneyroosters.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sydneyroosters.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WestsTigersLogo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sydneyroosters.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canterbury-Bankstown_Bulldogs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Parramatta_Eels_logo_2011.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canterbury-Bankstown_Bulldogs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cronulla-Sutherland_Sharks_logo.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:South_Sydney_Rabbitohs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Canterbury-Bankstown_Bulldogs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:St_George_Illawarra_Dragons_logo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:South_Sydney_Rabbitohs_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Parramatta_Eels_logo_2011.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:St_George_Illawarra_Dragons_logo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:St_George_Illawarra_Dragons_logo.jpg
http://www.displaymanagers.com/feature.htm
http://cliparts101.com/free_clipart/48355/Ribbon__2nd_Place
http://www.freestockphotos.biz/stockphoto/7943
http://www.lakeliveslife.com/2011/07/forgiveness-and-wooden-spoon.html
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GET TO KNOW ... 
 

Club Member's No.1 & 2 
 

HUGH & LEIGH 
H 

 

 

 

BORN:  Hugh - Sydney 1944. 
              Leigh - Rockhampton 
 

LIVE AT:  Killara. 
 

OCCUPATION:  Hugh - Patent Attorney 
                          Leigh - Retired Physiotherapist 
 

FAMILY:  We have 2 adult children - a Daughter 
Jessie and a son Michael.  We also have a dog, a 
cat, a grand-dog, a grand-cat and 3 grand-chooks. 

 

HOBBIES:  Sailing, skiing, travel, reading and 4WDing. 
 

NPC MEMBER SINCE:  The Club's inception 1976.  NPC Member Number's 1 and 2. 
 

CLUB POSITIONS HELD:  President, Chairman NSW 4WD Club's Association, 
Representative on Wollemi National Park Advisory Committee as well as the Joint Land 
Use Committee. 
 

VEHICLE/s:  Range Rover Sport SC and Mitsubishi Pajero 
 

TYRES:  BFG AT 
 

MODIFICATIONS:  Rear diff lockers, slight raise, dual batteries tow bar and nudge bar. 
 

FUTURE MODS:  Nil - if Leigh has her way. 
 

FIRST VEHICLE:  Lengthened 1963 Nissan Patrol 
 

PAST VEHICLES:  1976 soft top Patrol, many GQ's, Range rover Classic, 60 Series Land 
Cruiser, Subaru, Jeep Grand Cherokee. 
 

OTHER VEHICLE:  Jaguar XJS 
 

DREAM VEHICLE:  Range Rover Vogue - Supercharged 
 

TENT OR TOW:  After many years of tents, swags and no fridge, we now have an Ultimate 
camper trailer and love it.  It goes anywhere the car can go and is dust proof. 
 

FIRST CLUB TRIP:  Boyd Plateau / Kanangra (all on the east side of the road - closed for 
many years by NPWS).  A couple of friends with trail bikes also went along. 
 

FAVOURITE TRIP:  A tie between the deserts (any desert) and the Victorian High country. 
 

MOST VISITED PLACE:  Deua / Wadbilliga National Park. 
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FUTURE TRIPS:  Lots hopefully. 
 

WHAT WAS THE CLUB LIKE AT THE START? 
A great bunch of enthusiastic couples, and a few single fellows, most of them with 
Nissans.  (Note: there has never been a prohibition on other makes).  The emphasis was 
very much on getting out into the bush, although club meetings were also well attended. 
 

HOW MUCH SAY DID YOU HAVE WITH THE RUNNING OF THE CLUB? 
Lots. 
 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR CHANGES THAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE CLUB? 
a). Purchase of the land. 
b). A reduction in the political will to negotiate access to tracks closed by the NPWS. 
 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE CLUB DO IN THE FUTURE? 
Re-join the Association.  It is a cheap way of preserving our recreation. 
 

WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME. 
A lot.  Although we are not so active now, I still enjoy the odd club trip, particularly those 
mid-week trips which were run by Mark Crowley. 
 

ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD? 
It was a real thrill for Leigh and Myself to host the first club meeting in our living room and 
meet a wonderful bunch of like-minded people.   
 

For 15 years, I also raced in the Australian Safari, initially in GQ's and other 4WDs before 
transferring to 2WD. 
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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DRIVER TRAINING 
 

With Chris C 
Driver Training Co-ordinator 

 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your 

membership fee.  The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics.  Some of 

these topics are Practical Driving over a variety terrain and obstacles, Basic Recovery Techniques, 

Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery, and many more.  Our Sand Driver Training Course 

is usually held twice a year at Stockton Beach near Newcastle. 
 

Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete 

the Club Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience. 
 

The Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of 

purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces.  Our Land also has 

facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid.  Our Club 

shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club 

merchandise at very reasonable prices. 
 

Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any driver 

training Sunday.  Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members attending and 

revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and more enjoyable 

activity for all. 
 

See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend. 

 

 

 

WORKING BEES 
With 

 

Ken I 
Land Manager 

Charles B 
Trials Co-ordinator 

 

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work.  BUT, our club working bees are a lot 

of fun, with friendship, good food and usually very little work.  Regular working bees are held to 

help with land maintainence. 
 

At the Land there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the 

shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, have a chat around the fireplace and an excellent Saturday 

night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago. 
 

At Son of Trials, setting up for this event means searching new places for tracks, helping to create 

and being able to drive the tracks.  As an added bonus, there is the opportunity for camping and 

talking with friends around the campfire. 
 

Please consider helping out at either site, and contact the organiser to enable them to organise work 

activities and catering. 
 

See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend. 
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The Nissan Patrol Club 

Christmas Party Weekend 
 

When:  Saturday, 29th to 

Sunday, 30th November 2014. 

 

Where:  Budgewoi Holiday Park, Weemala Street, Budgewoi 

 www.budgewoihp.com.au  1800 241 342  or  4390 9019 

 

 

The festivities start with Happy Hour at 5pm on Saturday, and the Park has offered 

to put on an outdoor movie for the kids, with free popcorn and drinks. After 

dinner, we will have Carols by Candlelight. 

 

On Sunday, enjoy a catered lunch and a special guest appearance by Santa Claus, who will be handing out gifts.  
 

Situated on the edge of Lake Munmorah 

and only a 5 minute walk to Budgewoi Beach.   

The Park has all the facilities you need and a large kids playground with a jumping 

pillow. 

 

Powered sites are available for $32 a night less a 10% discount for the NPC.  There are also 6 berth cabins available for  

$177 a night on Fri-Sat and $125 a night Sun-Thurs. 

Visiting for the day only is FREE. 
 

Bookings:  Contact Budgewoi Holiday Park directly and 

 

remember to say you are with the NPC. 

You can book for as long as you like  

and there is no minimum night stay.  
 

Then contact Chris at  

or  

Catering costs:  Members $20, Guests $30,  

All Kids   5-12 $10,   0-4 Free 

Family (2 Adults & 2+ kids) $50 

 

So come along and enjoy the fun and friendship that  

the Nissan Patrol Club has to offer. 

 

 

http://mamemusings.blogspot.com/2012/12/christmas-in-australia.html
http://www.adifferentforest.com/Campfires/22798
http://www.souvenirsaustralia.com/category132_1.htm
http://www.souvenirsaustralia.com/category132_1.htm
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CLUB CALENDAR 
 

Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays 
to help with your holiday planning. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

October 2014 
 

Sat 4th to 
Mon 6th 

 
Labour Day Weekend 

 
Sat 4th to 
Mon 6th 

 
LONG WEEKEND AT THE LAND: 
Enjoy a relaxing weekend with other members at the Club Land.  Drive around the land 
during the day and see the local sites, have Saturday dinner at the Dog, watch a movie 
or two on Sunday.  For further information, contact Chris at  
 

 
Sat 4th to 
Mon 6th 

 
Willowglen 4x4 Challenge 
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au 

 
Tue 7th 

 

 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Wed 8th 

 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome!  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  

 
Sat 11th to 
Sun 12th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING: 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. To 
book into driver training or for any questions contact Chris  

 
 

Sat 11th to 
Sun 12th 

 
NEWNES WEEKEND: 
Grade C & D.  Meeting at the Zig Zag Railway, then an easy drive through Newnes 
State Forest to the Glow Worm, on to Black Fellows Hand Rock then camping overnight 
in Newnes. Sunday will explore historic ruins of Newnes, Ben Bullen SF, Baal Bone Gap 
and Gardens of Stone NP.  For further details, contact Murray  
 

 
Fri 17th to 
Sun 19th 

 
4WD & Adventure Show: 
Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek - www.4wdshow.com.au/ 

 
Fri 17th to 
Mon 20th 

 
FARQUHAR CAMPING TRIP: 
Grade C/D:  A trip of camping, fishing and relaxing after an 8km drive along the beach 
from Manning Point.  Beach Permits are required plus camping fee. Not suitable for 
caravans or trailers.  For further details contact Stephen  
 

 
Wed 22nd 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 

  

http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/trainee
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Sat 25th to 
Sun 26th 

STOCKTON BEACH: 
A recce trip to Stockton Beach to enjoy some basic sand driving with the view of 
possibly having some future driver training weekends there.  To book into this trip or for 
further information, contact Chris  
 

 
 
 

November 2014 
 

Tues 4th 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Fri 7th to 
Sun 9th 

 
South Coast Caravan Camping & Holiday Expo: 
McKay Park, Batemans Bay - www.southcoast.supershow.com.au/ 

 
Wed 12th 

 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome!  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. 

 
Sat 15th to 
Sun 16th 

 
ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING:  MODULE 4 3/4 
A secondary weekend of Advanced Driver Training driving the very scenic and 
breathtaking tracks of Mt Airly near Capertee, 30 minutes from Lithgow.  Members can 
attend even if they haven't completed basic driver training.  The Club’s free Driver 
Training is open to all members. To book into driver training or for any questions 
contact Chris  

 
Sat 15th to 
Sun 16th 

 
RYDAL CAMPING WEEKEND: 
Grade C.  Exploring some of the fire trails between Rydal, Lake Lyell and Lidsdale 
State Forest.  You have a choice to take the easier tracks or test your vehicle and 
driving skills on more difficult terrain.  There may be a river crossing which should be no 
deeper than wheel depth.  For further details, go to the Club website or contact Murray  
 

 
Sat 22nd to 
Sun 23rd 

TO BE CONFIRMED 
LAND WORKING BEE: 
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. Please contact Ken. 

 
 

Sat 22nd to 
Sun 30th 

 
VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY: 
Grade C.  Starting in Mansfield Vic, we head across the mountains to Tom Groggin 
taking some well established tracks and a few not so.  For further details contact Steve  
 

 
Wed 26th 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 

 
Sat 29th to 
Sun 30th 

 
CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY: 
A fun family weekend.  Venue to be advised.   
 

 
 
 

December 2014 
 

Tues 2nd 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

  

http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/worker_bees.html
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Wed 10th GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome! 
 8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  A short meeting 
followed by a social Xmas get together.  Bring a plate for supper. 

 
Sat 13th to 
Sun 14th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING: 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. To 
book into driver training or for any questions contact Chris  

 
 

Thur 18h to 
Tue 27th Jan 

 
 
NSW School Holidays 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2015 
 

January 2015 
 

Tues 6th TBC 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and 
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome. 

 
Wed 14th 

 
GENERAL MEETING:  
Visitors Welcome!  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  

 
Wed 28th 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre. All members welcome! 

 
Sat 24th to 
Sun 25th 

 

 
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED 
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. Please contact Ken  

 
 

Sat 24th to 
Mon 26th  

 
AUSTRALIA DAY LONG WEEKEND 

 
 

Tues 27th 
 

 
BACK TO SCHOOL (Sorry Kids!) 

 
 
 

February 2015 
 

Tues 3rd 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and 
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome. 

http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/trainee
http://nicholsoncartoons.com.au/beach-cricket-summer-holidays-third-umpire-cartoon-2013-01-08.html
http://images.google.co.zw/imgres?q=fireworks&hl=en&biw=1106&bih=564&tbm=isch&tbnid=DVNXiGZ3fxRCuM:&imgrefurl=http://irldefender.wordpress.com/2011/06/30/indy-car-4th-of-july-fireworks/&docid=41JY_jRj4Spv5M&imgurl=http://irldefender.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/happy-4th-o-july.jpg&w=2288&h=1712&ei=TOcpUcbEDZCeiAeB74GIAw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:247
http://images.google.co.zw/imgres?q=new+year&hl=en&biw=1106&bih=564&tbm=isch&tbnid=rMVR23UkbPjlwM:&imgrefurl=http://annajonesbuttimore.blogspot.com/2013/01/new-years-resolutions.html&docid=UGIqNFOpU8R7OM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-3VCz1Thssa8/UOGuPRKkvQI/AAAAAAAAAS4/A4A3PV7OI0M/s1600/New-Year.jpg&w=1024&h=768&ei=FrspUdqzL-OfmQXnvoGICA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:447
http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/worker_bees.html
http://www.anbg.gov.au/oz/flag.html
http://www.anbg.gov.au/oz/flag.html
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Fri 6th to 
Sun 8th 

 
Newcastle Caravan, Camping & Holiday Expo: 
Newcastle Entertainment Centre & Showground - 
http://www.newcastle.supershow.com.au/ 

 
Wed 11th 

 
GENERAL MEETING:  
Visitors Welcome!  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. 

 
Sat 15th to 
Sun 16th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING: 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. 
To book into driver training or for any questions contact Chris  

 
 

Sat 21st to 
Sun 22nd 

 
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED 
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. Please contact Ken  

 
 

Sat 21st to 
Mon 23rd 

 
Illawarra Caravan Camping 4WD Show: 
Kembla Grange Racecourse, Wollongong - www.ruralscene.com.au/ 

 
Wed 25th 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre. All members welcome! 

 
 
 

March 2015 
 

Tues 3rd 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and be 
a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome. 

 
Wed 11th 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. 
Come and vote in your Committee for 2015-16. 

 
Sat 15th to 
Sun 16th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING: 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. To 
book into driver training or for any questions contact Chris  

 
 

Sat 21st to 
Sun 22nd 

 
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED 
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. Please contact Ken  

 
 

Wed 25th 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre. All members welcome! 

 
Sat 28th 

 
COMMITTEE DINNER: TO BE CONFIRMED 
Venue to be advised. Officially, this is a chance for the old and new 
committees to get together and pass on information and complete the 
handover of their roles. Unofficially, it is a night out for a pleasant meal 
with friends without the hassle of sleeping in a tent afterwards, so 
anyone can come.  

 

 

http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/trainee
http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/worker_bees.html
http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/trainee
http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/worker_bees.html


 

19 

April 2015 
 

Fri 3rd to 
Mon 6th 

 
EASTER ON THE LAND: 
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land.  There will be 
some short trips available around the local area exploring the Southern 
Highlands or you can drive some of the many tracks on the Land.  Use 
the Land as a base to visit Canberra, Goulburn or Moss Vale areas.  
Then sit back and relax with a movies in the shed at night.  

 

 
 

Fri 3rd to 
Sat 18th 

 
ALICE SPRINGS: 
Grade D with a short section C: 
Heading to the Red Centre of Oz.  Going through Broken Hill, Port Augusta and 
Coober Pedy.  Visiting Alice Springs, Kings Canyon, Uluru and the Olgas.  Returning to 
Port Augusta, then Mildura and Wagga Wagga. 
For further details, contact Iro  or Tania  

 
Fri 3rd to 
Sun 19th 

 
NSW School Holidays 

 
 

Tues 7th 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and 
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome. 

 
Wed 8th 

 
GENERAL MEETING:  
Visitors Welcome!  
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock. 

 
Sat 11th to 
Sun 12th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING: 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. 
To book into driver training or for any questions contact Chris  

 
 

Sat 11th to 
Sun 19th 

 
Caravan, Camping, 4wd & Holiday Supershow: 
Rosehill Gardens - www.supershow.com.au/ 

 
Fri 17th to 
Sun 19th 

 
Tuff Truck Challenge: 
Milbrodale near Bulga - www.tufftruck.com.au/ 

 
Sat 18th to 
Sun 19th 

 
LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED 
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. Please contact Ken 

 
 

Wed 22nd 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre. All members welcome! 

 
Sat 25th  

 
ANZAC Day 

 
 
 

 

Tues 4th to 
Fri 21st 

August 2015 

Anne Beadell Highway & Hay River Track with Chris Chapman. Grade B/C. 
A fantastic 2 part desert trip.  Part 1 will travel from Port Augusta through Coober Pedy 
and via the iconic Anne Beadell Highway through Emu bomb site, Volks Hill Corner, 
Cook, Eyre Highway Nullarbor, Ceduna, and back to Port Augusta. 
Part 2 will leave from Port Augusta and travel north to Maree, Birdsville, Poeppel 
Corner, the Hay River Track and Jervois.  You can do either part or both. For further 
details, contact Chris  

 

http://www.supershow.com.au/
http://www.supershow.com.au/
http://www.clipartheaven.com/show/clipart/holidays/easter/bunny-easter-basket-clipart-gif.html
http://teachermayah.blogspot.com/2012/11/hello-school-holidays.html
http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/trainee
http://www.clipartof.com/gallery/clipart/worker_bees.html
http://stonefieldsrocks.blogspot.com/2012/04/what-anzac-day-means-to-me.html
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS 
 

4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip 
Leaders.  Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer. 
 

If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features, 
walks or a terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends 
from the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as 
much as you do. 
 

Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour, 
river cruise, scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest. 
 

If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser  
at  
 
 

Cheers, 
 

 

Steven R 
Trip Co-ordinator 
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP 
 

 You are required to book in on any Club trip you 
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader. 
 

 Introduce yourself and discuss with them your 
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills. 

 

 Leave a contact number. 
 

 You must reconfirm your participation in the trip 
a few days before departure. 
 

 If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the 
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your 
place and no-one is waiting for you where 
mobile phones don’t work.  

 

 

http://images.google.co.zw/imgres?q=map+reading+cartoon+free&hl=en&biw=999&bih=564&tbm=isch&tbnid=3S1FBIe1SI5WEM:&imgrefurl=http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/r/reading_maps.asp&docid=gIOS2Gr_E6dqAM&imgurl=http://www.cartoonstock.com/newscartoons/cartoonists/rmc/lowres/rmcn218l.jpg&w=359&h=400&ei=6xorUcOTAcLDmQX5nICQAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:212
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TRIP CLASSIFICATION 
 

A 

 
This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult.  Participants will 
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain.  Winching and/or 
towing will almost definitely be required.  Participants will be required to 
bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment.  The trip leader will 
have the right to reject a request from someone who is considered under-
experienced.  

 

B 
 
This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip.  Some winching 
and/or towing will almost certainly be required.  Under extreme weather 
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip. 

 

 

 

C 

 
This classification is considered a moderate trip.  Various sections of this 
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most 
circumstances, winching should not be necessary.  Under extreme weather 
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip. 

 

D 
 
This trip is considered a relatively easy trip.  It is unlikely that any winching 
and/or towing will be required. 

 

 

E 
 
This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving 
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to 
base camp or a series of scenic tours. 

 

W 
 
Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually 
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination. 

 
 

 

 

UHF CB RADIO  
CHANNEL ALLOCATION 

USED FOR CHANNEL/S COMMENTS 

Calling 
(Established by law) 

11 To call or locate another station. Parties then switch to a conversation 
channel. 

Conversations 
 

9 
12-17 
19-21 
24-30 

39 

Used for conversation between stations. 

Highway 
Communications 

40 
 

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users. 

Caravaners, 
Campers 

18 Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in convoy) 

4WDrivers 10 Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in national parks. 

Emergency Calling 
(Established by law) 

5 
 

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation only. 

Repeaters 
 

1-8 
31-38 

 

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work. Receives on 
channels 1-8.  Transmits on channels 31-38 automatically. When 
within range of a repeater, it will increase the communication 
difference.  Operation in simplex mode on these channels is not 
permitted when in range of a repeater. 

Data Transmissions 
(Established by law) 

22, 23 
 

No voice transmissions allowed on these two channels. 

 

http://www.sandcruiser.com/blog/archive/2007_05_01_archive.html
http://www.slipperybrick.com/tag/radio/page/5/
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CONVOY 
PROCEDURE 

 

 
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy 
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows: 
 

 The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call 
on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort. 

 

 No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other 
person or vehicle. 

 

 In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous 
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding. 

 

 It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle, 
especially at intersections. 

 

 Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their 
intentions. 

 

 On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in 
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down 
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass. 

 

 It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the 
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route. 

 

 No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles. 
 

 If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the 
signal for the rest of the drivers to stop. 

 

 All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the 
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after 
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found. 

 

 When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue 
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to 
keep their children at a safe distance. 

 

 The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure. 
 

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be 
followed before moving off. 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.firstchoice.co.uk/holiday/attraction/Tunisia/Ride-a-camel-on-a-desert-safari-999575
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4WD'ing Tips 

for Dummies 
 

Part Five 
 

The TERRAIN 

 
 

 There are lots of useful points you can learn from practice and 

instruction, and every interested four-wheel driver gradually picks up 

over time.  One of the challenges of off-road driving is that it can 

take a while to learn. 

 Cresting dunes requires practice.  You need enough momentum to 

reach the top without going blindly over into the unknown. 

 If you are driving up or down a hill simply to prove you can do it, 

think carefully first. 

 The driver of the following vehicle can make alternative plans to avoid 

getting stuck in the same situation. 

 Even though driving on the beach may be relaxing, pay attention.  

Hitting any obstacle at speed could severely damage the vehicle. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

http://www.kennards.com.au/
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3rd – 18th July 2014 
 

 Participants Steve & Rollanda  (Clarence – 100% Serious Cruiser) 
   Mike    (GU Patrol 4.2 Diesel) 
   John & Rhianna  (FJ Cruiser) 
   Sandra, Ian & Max  (Jeep Grand Cherokee Diesel) 
 
There were many things planned for our household this year, but a quick trip out to the middle of 
nowhere was certainly not one of them.  That was until I got back from the Caravan & Camping 
Show at Rosehill with news of a two-day music festival on the “Big Red” dune at Birdsville featuring 
four of the Aussie pop icons that were part of my (misspent) youth.  Tickets were purchased, an 
itinerary put together and plans made; we were going to go there solo, but if people wanted to 
join us, there was the makings of a fun trip. 
 

As it turned out, the only taker from the club was Mike.  A few of our friends wanted to go along, 
so Sandra, Ian and Max as well as John (a former Club member) and his daughter Rhianna.  
Although told that there was not going to be any off-roading on the trip, the Baileys decided that 
they needed to upgrade their car, so they went out and literally “bought a Jeep”, taking delivery of 
it on the Monday before departure. 
 

Most of us met up at Nyngan on the Thursday night.  In true “road trip” style, a decision was made 
to stay in a motel, as everyone arrived well after dark.  On the following morning, we had to wait 
for John to catch up, as he had only got as far as Dubbo the previous night.  This gave us a chance 
to have a nice breakfast in Nyngan and catch up with everyone, who we had not seen the night 
before.   
 

Eventually, we were on our way to Broken Hill.  Not much to see along the way except for road kill 
and feral goats.  We got to Broken Hill late, and on the recommendation of the Caravan Park staff, 
headed off to a pub that is part owned by Aussie Cricket Coach, Darren “Boof” Lehmann and had a 
great Schnitzel dinner.  You could feel the excitement rising as the next day, we were at least 
getting off the bitumen, if not “off-road”. 
 

Saturday morning and it was a run around buying last minute necessities, such as diesel fuel for 
Clarence and cappuccinos’ for some of the others.  We headed out to Silverton, for a photo stop, 
as I had not been there on my three previous visits to this part of the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://kaseychambers.com/birdsville-big-red-bash-9th-july-2014/
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Unexpected photos were taken of a group of donkeys 
that wandered up to the Tourist Info Centre and started 
to bray until the lady came out with carrots etc. to feed 
them.  The donkeys suddenly moved off (in the direction 
of the Pub) when the horses arrived in town.  The horses 
then went through the same routine, going from the 
Info Centre to the Pub in search of some food.  We 
ventured into an Art Gallery, where Mike found that the 
artist in (temporary) residence was a former QANTAS 
flight attendant that he used to crew with – talk about it 
being a small world! 
 

 

From Silverton it was up the road to Tibooburra where we camped at the Aboriginal Land Council’s 
Campground and finally got to put up our tents.  We had the campground to ourselves, so there 
was plenty of space and the facilities were pretty good, including hot showers and flushing toilets.  
Rollanda had organised to do the cooking for everyone, so we pooled our gas cookers and had a 
fine meal in the shed, with no-one there to complain about the noise we were making. 
 

Next morning, a need to find an espresso meant that our 
departure from Tibooburra was later than hoped for, so we got to 
Cameron’s Corner along with the lunch time rush.  We took the 
obligatory photos of the corner post then headed on towards 
Innamincka, and a valuable lesson in the need to maintain convoy 
procedure, even when tracks seem to be well defined. 
 

Thankfully, the lost member of the group arrived in town before 
we did, which was a relief.  A hot shower and a cold ale at the 
Innamincka Pub seemed to have calmed down the transgressee.  
The next day was a “rest day”, so while some of the group did just 
that, others went up to the Dig Tree to reflect on the ill-fated 
Burke & Wills exploration and also the trials faced by all the early 
explorers.  Try to imagine being out there all alone, with no 
vehicle, no GPS, no fridge and no air-conditioning.  (Well we 
could imagine the last bit, as the air-con in Clarence is still playing 
up, but you get the drift). 
 
 
 

From Innamincka it was up to Birdsville, travelling the long way around 
so that I could finally (3rd planned trip to the area) get to Haddon’s 
Corner, where South Australia and Queensland meet.  Well, that was an 
anti-climax, but at least I can cross it off the list.   
 
 

We got into Birdsville and set up camp in the Caravan Park on what is the second busiest weekend 
of the year for them (following the Birdsville Races).  Ian & Sandra decided to take their 8-day old 
Jeep to the Mechanic, as it had been making a “funny noise” and chewing a lot of oil.  The news 
wasn’t good.  A broken engine mount meant that the trip was at an end for them.  Jeep agreed to 
truck their car to Brisbane and fly them home. 
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Our first morning in Birdsville was pretty relaxed.  
We caught up on all those things that needed to 
be done, and in the face of a stiffening breeze, put 
out a few extra guy ropes on the tent and annexe 
before heading out to the dune for the first day of 
the concert.  Once there, it was apparent that it 
was blowing a gale.  We were later told that 
Birdsville had the 2nd highest recorded wind in 
Australia that day.  Thankfully the organisers had 
decided to put the stage down at the bottom of 
the dune instead of at the top, so we were not 
only spared the walk to the top, but also the free 
micro dermal abrasion therapy.  Day 1 of the concert was a hoot, with Saxanova playing a heap of 
covers before acts such as Casey Chambers, Bill Chambers (her Dad) and John Williamson giving 
us all something to sit back and enjoy.  A very dusty drive back to town, the tent was still where we 
left it and a late night into bed.   
 

The next morning, we had breakfast at the Birdsville Bakery.  We bade farewell to the Baileys after 
first reallocating their share of the food amongst the remaining travellers.  It was then off to Big 
Red for the Main Event.  We weren’t disappointed.   
 

Ross Wilson played some Daddy Cool and Mondo Rock 
classics, followed by Joe Camilleri with some of the 
biggest hits from his Jo Jo Zep & The Falcons and Black 
Sorrows days. James Reyne was next playing, belting 
out some Australian Crawl and solo hits before Daryl 
Braithwaite showed that he still can belt out a tune, 
with some favourites from Sherbet and his solo career.  
The four superstars then played as a group, belting out 
the biggest hit of each, before the compromise encore 
which was an Easybeats song.  All that under the stars 
and moon, with a few cold drinks and some 
sophisticated nibbles.  It was a wonderful evening and 
when combined with the rest of the “experience” of the 
trip, well worth the effort.   
 
 

 

Not even the (not so) random breath test awaiting us as we re-entered town could have dulled our 
mood. 
 

Our next day was a leisurely hop up the road to Bedourie, and we finally had a chance to rinse off 
some dust with a dip at the town’s aquatic centre.  Here’s a tip for novices.  The hot water spa at 
Bedourie is just that – hot.  You could have quite comfortably taken the evening’s vegies in to cook 
while you soaked.  Mind you, it was also rather pleasant.  At the opposite end of the spectrum was 
the swimming pool, which was about 10 degrees and certainly did not encourage any lap 
swimming. 
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The reason for heading to Bedourie was to go to 
the town’s annual Camel Races.  Well, what a 
hoot that turned out to be.  The Camels were 
most entertaining, as were the woodchoppers.  
My offer to judge the camp oven bake-off was 
knocked back, so I embarrassed and brought 
eternal shame on my family by totalling messing 
up my throw in the camp oven tossing 
competition.  Needless to say, the camel I backed 
in the final is now probably gracing the Curried 
Camel Pies at Birdsville too.  Despite those 
setbacks, it was a real fun day. 
 

 
 

 
 

From Bedourie, we were wanting to go to the Lark Quarry 
Dinosaur Trackways, but the only way to do that was to camp 
along the way, as otherwise you would not get to one of the tours 
there in time.  So we headed to the ruins of Old Cork Station to 
camp for the night, stopping for lunch at Cawnpore, an outcrop of 
hills not unlike the Breakaways near Coober Pedy.   
 

 
 

Old Cork itself was a nice spot, right on the river which gave us a 
few lovely photos and plenty of company of the feathered 
variety, making it hard to not wake up early the next morning.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Trackways were very interesting – the only evidence in the 
world of a dinosaur stampede.  From there it was onto Winton 
and a return to the bitumen.  Unfortunately, by the time we got 
to the Age of the Dinosaurs Museum just south of Winton, it was 
too late to do a tour and get to Longreach, so we skipped the 
Museum and headed down to Longreach. 

 
 

At the QANTAS Founders Museum, the tour of the 747 and 
707 jets were a highlight, as was walking on the wings of 
both jets.  John & Rhianna decided that they would leave 
Longreach a day early so they could check out the Zoo at 
Dubbo, so it was left to Mike, Rollanda & I to explore the 
Stockmen’s Hall of Fame, which included an entertaining 
show demonstrating some horse tricks and country music. 
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Charleville was out next stop, with a visit to the Cosmos Centre and a chance to look at the 
peerless Outback sky through some powerful telescopes (and be told what we were actually 
looking at).  It was a lot of fun, but be warned, it gets pretty cold there at night. 
 
The next day it was down to Bourke and the ubiquitous farewell dinner at the local Bowls Club.  As 
it was a long drive home the next day, we farewelled Mike there and he was on the road before we 
awoke the next day.  Rollanda had wanted to catch up with someone she knows in Bourke and we 
happened to bump into him at breakfast.  Eating in the restaurant he owns might have shortened 
the odds, but it was good to catch up and see what he is doing, which is working very hard to get 
Bourke back onto the map as a tourist destination.  After that, it was back into the car for the long 
drive home. 
 
A great trip, some wonderful sights and memories and above all else, a lot of fun.  The community 
at Birdsville are hoping that the Big Red Bash will become an annual event.  It is certainly a lot of 
fun and a good way to start or finish a Simpson Desert crossing for those planning a trip in the 
future.  I’m elsewhere engaged for next July, but come 2016, (in my best Arnie voice)  
“I’ll be back!” 
 
Steve R 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

29 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

30 

ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING 
AT SUNNY CORNER 

12 & 13 JULY 2014 
 

It was an early start for all those attending with the meeting place to be at McDonalds 
Lithgow from 8.00 am.  It was very cold this morning and everyone enjoyed a warming 
breakfast and a cup of their favourite hot beverage.   
 
By 9.15 am, we were ready to roll, and our convoy of 18 vehicles and 1 camper trailer 
snaked down the Great Western Highway to the Sunny Corner Road turn off.  We drove a 
little further then pulled over into a clearing to air down the tyres.  Once all the vehicles had 
the tyre pressures lowered, we gathered together at the lead vehicle where CC and CJ 
talked about what we were going to do for the rest of the day. 
 

  
 
We headed on through Dark Corner and continued on to our campsite.  We could not all fit 
into one area, so a second campsite was chosen by a few just a short distance away.  We 
set up our tents, had a bite of lunch, and we were away again to climb a steep rocky hill. 
 
With the Driver Trainers CC & CJ in position, we headed up the hill in groups of four 
vehicles at a time.  The idea was for each group to help each other with hand signals to 
avoid the big rocks, ditches and trees, and try to get up the hill without damage. 
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I found my spot and began to take photos, and I did manage to get quite a few before my 
battery ran out, so if those attending would like a copy of their run up the hill, please email 
me with your name, vehicle and rego number. 
 
All vehicles managed to make it up and down the hill without any sort of damage, and we 
got back to the campsite, got the fires going and got into happy hour. 
 

         
Camp fire area 1                                                      Camp fire area 2 

 
It was lovely and warm sitting by the fire, but the weather was beginning to change.  
Around dinner time, it began to sprinkle on and off with rain, and it continued to do so 
throughout the evening.  A gust of wind would come out of nowhere, and even though it 
would last only a few seconds, it was enough to give everyone a chill.  It was at this point 
where I heard my nice warm sleeping bag calling me, so I said goodnight and made my 
way to the tent. 
 

 
Ice on a stick. 

The next morning we awoke to find 
everything covered in ice.  During the 
night, the temperature had dropped to 
minus 5.  Iro went to open the Patrol 
and the door seal had frozen to the 
body. 
 

 
Frozen Stacey-Lee  

Ice on the grass. 

 

    
                Frozen stiff                 A big chunk of ice         Defrosting Lydia                            Ice Sag 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204295597850633&set=pcb.10204295598250643&type=1
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We sat around the fire defrosting ourselves and having breakfast, while waiting for the sun 
to defrost and dry our tents before packing them away.  It was about 9.30 am before we 
managed to get all packed up and ready to roll again. 
 
We crossed a couple of little creeks (or it could have been the same creek crossed twice), 
went around the other side of the rock steps hill to get to the Pinnacle - a large rock 
formation at the top.  Most of us climbed the rock to take in the spectacular view of the 
surrounding area. 
 

 
A view from the top                                                 A view of the top 

 
We continued to drive The Pinnacle Fire Track and each time we came to a rise, the view 
overlooking the surrounding areas was just amazing.  I don't think I will ever get tired of 
seeing a view like these.  From here we turned on to Lochabar Creek Road which led us to 
the Castlereagh Highway.  We stopped at Capertee to air up the tyres and have a bite to 
eat.  Here we said our Goodbyes and headed off for home. 
 

 
 

Thanks to CC and CJ for leading this little getaway. 
Thanks to Lydia, Ruth, Iro and Chris B for the extra photos. 
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Simpson Desert Trip 
1st to 17th August 2014 

 

 Trip leader:    Tim and Rachel  Landrover Defender 

 Participants   John and Kris    Landcruiser 100 series. 

    Mick and Eileen    GU Patrol 

    Chris and Chris    GU Patrol 

    Rick and Brenda  GU Patrol 

    Brian    GU Patrol 

    Dave    Pathfinder 

 

This trip was to be an adventure with lots of good country, that sure was the case, but it was a trip 

that threw up a few surprises as well. 

  

We met up in Wellington, some of us anyway as Dave and Rachelle were to join up along the way. 

We had a bit of a get together in the Wellington Pub, then next morning met at our meeting place 

for the pre-trip chat. 

 

For me, it set the tone of the trip as my day old Engle fridge had stopped running.  It was only a 

thermal fuse that had failed but after the day before when my no name fridge had failed in the 

afternoon resulting in a frantic search for a replacement in the last few hours of trading.   After 

sorting the new fridge out we headed off, well some of us as Brian found his camera had a fault and 

headed off earlier to get it fixed while we headed to Tilpa. 

  

After a long run on the hard top we turned onto the dirt, it was very dusty and driving west into a 

setting sun saw us arrive in the dark.  The usually quiet town of 6 residents was raging at the pub.   

We camped in the paddocks over from the pub and settled in then went for a look.  At the pub we 

pushed our way through the crowd and eventually got a drink at the bar.  It turned out that one of 

the 6 residents was having an 80th birthday the next day and 200 people were expected.  We had a 

few beers and a chat to the locals and early arrivals.  Not a bad start till we found that Brian had 

slashed his finger cutting zip ties off the roof rack.  He was given first aid but concern was he may 

need stitches. 

  

Next day we headed off through the back roads towards Silverton via Broken Hill.  Brian went 

direct to BH to get his finger sorted at casualty.   Along the way the Chris’s managed to hit a sheep, 

a call went out for a butcher but they just put the poor thing out of its misery and away we went.  So 

we thought.  Rick’s patrol started to play up, just cutting out, re start, go for a while and stop again.  

This happened enough for us to decide that I would stay with Rick and try to sort it out.  Many slow 

stop start K’s were done fiddling with valves and boost settings.  Eventually 122k from Broken 

Hill, Rick called a stop and made camp at a rest stop on the highway.  Later it turned out to be a fuel 

filter problem.  What threw us off was that after a “professional” service, they had not connected 

the wiring to the filter sensor, so no warning light. 

  

We put the foot to the floor to make Silverton before dark and just made it but no time to take in the 

sights.  That night was an indicator for things ahead, a very cold night, -2 with 2in of water frozen 

solid in a bowl left out.  Away we went in the morning, we picked up Brian along the way with a 

freshly cleaned and dressed finger, uncomfortable but usable. 

 

We turned off the highway at Yunta and headed for our camp at Waukaringa Ruins.  A bit of fun 

was had driving and walking around the old mining site. 
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Next day along some nice back country roads, we arrived at our next stop Willow Springs for 2 

nights.  It was here that Dave joined us.   We set up camp and built a fire.  The area was having an 

unusual cold snap that soon became apparent.   In my -15 sleeping bag I was wearing thermals, 

track pants, tee shirt, knit top, fleece hood parker, beanie, and hood over with just my eyes showing 

and was still cold.  I got up around 7.30 and the car thermometer was reading -5.  The amenities 

block water pipes were frozen and the water in my Jerry cans would not flow as it was ice slush.  I 

have never been as cold. 
 

We had a nice drive around the Skytrek track and had a 

similar night as the last but it was only -4 in the morning.  

A very cold stiff fingered pack up had us heading for 

Farina ruins and on to William Creek for our camp, we and 

others elected for cabins after the cold nights before.  Next 

morning some of us headed to Coober Pedy where Tim 

was to meet up with his wife Rachel who had flown in to 

join him.  We made our next camp in Oodnadatta, did the 

usual thing in the roadhouse and headed off.  
 

 

Next stop was Mt Dare, my partner Kris drove as a “cold” 

was going through the crew and it was my turn to be 

unwell.  The road as it veered towards Mt Dare from the 

Oodnadatta track deteriorated badly, we soon found out 

who had secured their loads properly.  A number of stops 

were made to re tie loads.  The last leg into Mt Dare was 

particularly bad and the worst part was we had to travel 

that back again.  After filling up with fuel, a brew and a 

late feed, back we went over the “gibber” road to 

Dalhousie Springs with more stops to re tie loads.  What a 

welcome relief it was to plunge into that warm pool. 
 

So here we were; the start of what we really had come for, 

the Crossing of the Simpson.  Off we set down the French 

line.  It was very corrugated to start, not as bad as before 

but you could tell that this track is very well used with 

more traffic every year they say, we sure passed plenty. 

 

We started to get into better country after a while and the 

corrugations went as the sand increased, we had aired 

down by this time and were doing it comfortably for a 

change.  We turned down Elanbena Track to see the Lone 

Gum Tree and camped along the Rig Road.  
 

 

 

Next day we stopped for a “break” at Approdina-Attora-

Knolls for lunch.  It was here that more problems 

occurred.  Rick discovered that the suspension on his GU 

cab chassis had collapsed.  The top coil mounts [air bags 

in his case] had torn off.  There was no way we could fix 

this so a slow and rough ride was ahead for Rick.  Shortly 

after, Mick’s GU suffered a broken rear sway bar.  On 

close inspection it showed only a fresh break half way 

through and an old fracture waiting to break.  After 

removing the sway bar link arm we continued our 

crossing.  The road was taking its toll. 
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On the upside around this time it was the 10th Aug.  It was the Super 

Moon occurrence and we were treated to the magnificent sight of the 

huge moon over the desert sky - something many of us will not forget and 

some wonderful photos were taken.  The drive was very enjoyable but 

uneventful, we were crossing from west to east with the easy side of the 

sand hill in front of us. 
 

 

As the hills gradually increased in size, Dave had some problems followed by Brian the next day. 

Tire pressure played a big part in those problems and it can’t be stressed enough that the correct tyre 

pressure is crucial in these conditions.  A lot of fun was had in retrievals and trying to get them 

over.  We limped along at a suitable pace for Rick but although no rear suspension he set quite a 

good pace and made it over all the hills with no problems. 

 

We had made better pace than anticipated and reached Big Red 

in the late afternoon.  Still enough time for a few runs each.  It’s 

sad to report that the only vehicle to get over Big Red was my 

Toyota 100 Series.  On the 4th run, tyres at 15psi, high range 

locked in 1st rear lockers on, over we went.  It was my 3rd time 

there and the 1st time I got over - very pleased with that.  The 

others had a great time trying.  As it was getting late we set off 

for Birdsville, aired up to hard dirt conditions and tried to get in 

before dark.  The road in was atrocious, very bad corrugations 

for 30k, even the outside of the white posts were being used and 

that was no better.  Rick again had problems, the roof rack had 

collapsed.  The good brand name rack had let go where the hold 

down screws go through the leg.  Eventually it let go altogether 

and had to be removed.  It was dark by this time and the 

headlights were no longer working to top it off.  I had stayed for 

some of the time but as I started to feel unwell another club 

member came back and escorted Rick back to Birdsville. 
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We again had to set up camp in the dark, there was no 

accommodation available so another cold night in the tent 

awaited.  But first the Pub.  Dinner and drinks at the pub in 

Birdsville is a must: great food and a few drinks to celebrate 

crossing the Simpson.  A great way to finish this part.  We had 

a few problems but we did it. 

 
 

 

My story with the Club ends from here - I retired to 

bed but later in the night woke feeling disorientated 

and nauseous.  I was vomiting and running a high 

temp.  Eventually called 000 and the Community 

nurse came with the ambulance and took me to the 

medical centre. 

 

I was running a temp of 40.2 and severely 

dehydrated.  I was put on a drip etc but she had 

problems getting my temp down, she spoke to the 

Doctors and had me flown out by RFDS air 

ambulance to Toowoomba hospital.  

 

 

The crew helped my partner Kris to pack up next morning and get sorted, she had had no rest the 

previous night so around 11am set off to reach me 1400k away.  Thanks to everyone for all the 

help. 

 

I understand that Mick and Eileen, and Chris and Chris along with Dave decided to head home. 

Rick and Brenda were to continue north after repairs to the suspension.  They looked out for Kris on 

the first day and left at Charleville for home, thanks again. 

 

Chris and Chris also decided to head home via Hawker so headed off with Tim, Rachelle and Brian 

who continued on the last legs of the trip to Innamincka.  Not the finish that Tim envisaged I’m sure 

but thanks go to him for a well run and very eventful trip. 

 

Rick and Brenda after repairs headed north but problems continued to follow them.  Rumour has it 

that Rick’s GU ‘got tired’ in the end so sort alternative transport home on a flattop out of Alice. 

Cheers Rick, hope it all gets sorted. 

 

A very enjoyable but eventful trip.  Thanks to Tim and all the members for their help and company. 

 

Cheers 

John S 
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TECH  TALK 
 

With Iro S 

 
 

Early this year I volunteered to test a Davis Craig electric water pump in my 4.2 patrol.  It was a 

struggle to install and get everything right, but I managed it with determination and good luck. 
 

It worked very well in summer, keeping the engine temperature down even under hard toiling hill 

climbs towing a heavy trailer.  Not so good in winter.  My truck struggled with getting the temp 

above the first notch.  Also no heat from the heater, so it was just as cold inside the cabin as it was 

outside. 
 

The other problem I encountered which worried me the most was the uncertainty of the system 

controller.  It always was in warning mode for at least 15 minutes when started in the morning.  

This could be the trucks low voltage until it gets going.  
 

I was also having problems with starting my truck, but that was unrelated to the water pump issue.  

That was caused by a workshop installing 24 Volt glow plugs instead of 12 Volt ones.  It got to the 

point when I said enough is enough and I started to revert the truck back to standard by ripping out 

electrical cables, switches and accessories that I installed over the years and try to sort out my 

messy engine bay wiring. 
 

I removed the electric water pump, reinstalled the standard and put new unmodified hoses back in.  

I sorted out the glow system by putting in a new relay, fusible link and glow plugs(that I sourced 

from Nissan myself).  I did notice corrosion in the temp sender unit to the water pump controller.  I 

think some silicon grease would stop that. 
 

All in all, the electric water pump is a great system.  Just needs tweaking.  The hose matter is 

important to 4WD'ers as we go to remote places and need to be able to remove, fit and get going as 

quick as possible.  Having to muck about cutting and bending hoses is not on. 
 

Just go by the old saying, “keep it simple" and it works every time! 

 

TOP TIP x 2 

 

 

HOME-MADE  MOSQUITO  REPELLENT 
 

In a 500ml spray bottle combine: 
15 drops Lavender Oil 
3-4 tablespoons Vanilla Extract 
1/4 cup Lemon Juice 
Fill the bottle with water, shake and ready for use. 

 

   TOO LATE WITH THE MOZZIE REPELLENT ? 
 

If the mozzies have already got to you and you are starting to 
itch, then try this.  Heat a spoon under hot tap water, quickly dry 
the spoon then press it onto the bite for about a minute.  The 
heat will destroy the protein that caused the reaction and the 
itching will stop. 
 

NOTE:  I have tried it many times and it really works. TS 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=814740255203931&set=a.622681434409815.1073741827.100000038924835&type=1
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Special Feature 
 

THE HISTORY OF 
THE NISSAN PATROL 

 

Part Two 

 

 

Second Generation 
60 series 

1959–1980 
 

 
 

The soft-top Nissan Patrol 60 (two-door; 2,200 mm (86.6 in) wheelbase) and G60 (two-
door; 2,500 mm (98.4 in) wheelbase) were first sold in Australia in 1960.  Left-hand drive 
L60/GL60 models were sold outside of Australia.  The 60 series gained attention as the 
first vehicle to drive across the Simpson Desert in Australia.  US customers could only get 
Patrols from 1962 until 1969.  An extra long wheelbase version, the H60, was also 
available. 
 
The 4WD Nissan Patrol 60 series was produced in short, medium and long wheel-base 
versions.  It had a manual transmission type-F3B83L at first with three and later with four 
speeds, two-speed transfer case with part-time four-wheel drive.  The motor was the P 
engine, a 3,956 cc (241.4 cu in) inline overhead-valve six-cylinder, featuring bathtub-
shaped combustion chambers and a fully balanced seven-bearing crank shaft.  With two 
doors in front and one at the back and four seats (driver, and companion in front, two 
parallel back seats), the extra long wheelbase version (the H60) was available with eight-
passenger capacity. 
 
Other characteristics are: 

 Wheelbase: 2.2/2.5/2.8m (9 ft 2 in, 110") 

 Max load: 1,000 kg (2,205 lb) 

 Bore: 85.7 mm (3.4 in) 

 Stroke: 114.3 mm (4.5 in) 

 Suspension: live-leaf/live-leaf 

 Brakes: drum/drum 

 Tyres: 7.50×16; 

 Fuel tank 64 L (14.1 imp gal; 16.9 US gal) capacity 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Left-hand_drive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simpson_Desert
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NissanPatrol.jpg
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In 1963, the KG60 (and KGL60) hard-top models were introduced.  The front-end styling of 
the 60 series resembles the Toyota Land Cruiser. 
 

 

Nissan Patrol 
FH60 Firetruck 

Jonga 

 
 
In the 1960s, the Indian Army showed an interest in two vehicles from the Nissan stable, 
they were the Nissan Patrol P60 & the Nissan 4W73.  The first production units were 
completed at Vehicle Factory Jabalpur (VFJ) around 1969.  The name as per the Indian 
army records is Jonga, which is an acronym for Jabalpur Ordinance aNd Guncarriage 
Assembly.  It was built at the newly commissioned Vehicle Factory Jabalpur alongside the 
Nissan 4W73.  The first production units were completed at Vehicle Factory Jabalpur (VFJ) 
around 1969.  VFJ was sanctioned in 1965 for the production of three non-fighting vehicles 
for the Indian military: the 3-ton Shaktiman truck from MAN (Germany), the 4W73 (1-ton 
Carrier) and quarter-ton Nissan Patrol. 
 
Interestingly, both the vehicles from Nissan stable were fitted with the same engines and 
lots of parts in common. 
 
The Jonga was also briefly sold to civilian customers with a 4.0 L Hino diesel engine in 
1996, but the demand was low, mostly due to an uncompetitive price, as well as its 
unappealing looks.  Less than two hundred units were sold in all. 
 
Jonga served faithfully until the late 1990s, when it was replaced by the lighter Mahindra & 
Mahindra MM550 jeeps.  Many army auctioned pieces have also been scrapped by their 
subsequent civilian owners, or stretched and converted to people carriers in rural areas. 
 

 
 

HiTech 4x4 Specialists have the experience  
and equipment to cater for everything 4WD. 

Proprietors Chris and Ben Murphy 
live, breathe and dream 4X4 vehicles. 

 
Unit 1/29 Coombes Drive, PENRITH NSW 2750 

Tel: 02 4721 7783 Fax: 02 4721 7784 
Email: hitechvehicle@optusnet.com.au 

www.hitech4x4 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_Cruiser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fire-patrol.jpg
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Here's a little something for those of you that like to tow a caravan. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
"Keep going, you're well  

clear of the bollard". 

 
 
There was movement at the station, so wrote a famous man, 
But how did Banjo know this, perhaps he towed a caravan. 
 
Perhaps Banjo had been woken, in a "van park" from his sleep 
Some 2 hours before sunrise, by strange noises from the deep. 

 

 
 
All the 'erk, 'erk, 'erk of van legs, being screwed up in the dark 
As the first nocturnal traveller, starts to wake the sleeping park. 
 
Then, just like a feral mating call, some others answer back 
With the 'erk, 'erk flamin' chorus, as the first start down the track. 
 
Now, it's best to warm your motor, if you're leaving in the dark 
Especially if it's a diesel, like jackhammers through the park.  

"I thought we were taking the  
caravan to the rally." 

 

 
"Watch out for the dog, 
I tied him to the steps." 

 
Because now it's time to hook on, and you hear the circus start 
Move left, not right, I said this way, you pigheaded deaf old fart. 
 
How dare you call me brainless, you ungrateful senile drone 
If you don't want my directions, bloody do it on your own. 
 
Because now it's almost daylight, and the camp picks up the pace 
As these geriatric gypsies, all begin their morning race. 

 

 
 
For the next park is their target, where like metal ants they flock 
For the first in gets the best shade, and close to the amenities block. 
 
You can't beat 'em, so you join 'em, in this hyperactive spree 
Now the laundry rooms in full swing, and throbbing like a DC3. 
 

 
"All this spectacular scenery and 

not another car in sight." 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=rA12tO_XPaYJyM&tbnid=erVvRV0RXOsVCM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.caravanclub.co.uk/community/your-stories/Valerie-Cork/Caravan-Laughs/rb/253261/&ei=DuofVIdpjYTyBfqzgPAK&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHPBMqdnU44LEwYwELx5Tv6kwpWBQ&ust=1411463974166828
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=rA12tO_XPaYJyM&tbnid=erVvRV0RXOsVCM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.caravanclub.co.uk/community/your-stories/blog-author-profile/Valerie Cork/&ei=1ekfVKiUL5XV8gWmyoGQAQ&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHPBMqdnU44LEwYwELx5Tv6kwpWBQ&ust=1411463974166828
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=rA12tO_XPaYJyM&tbnid=erVvRV0RXOsVCM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.co.uk/Armand-Foster-CARAVAN-CARTOON-CARDS/dp/B00EWNOGWE&ei=HuofVLrvCM_X8gXB3YLwDg&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHPBMqdnU44LEwYwELx5Tv6kwpWBQ&ust=1411463974166828
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ay2pbVgRXNfHhM&tbnid=f5ITeRwe68SaMM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://motella.blogspot.com/2013/02/caravan-carnage.html&ei=jOofVLmaOtSC8gWhtoK4BA&bvm=bv.75775273,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHPBMqdnU44LEwYwELx5Tv6kwpWBQ&ust=1411463974166828
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NATURE 

LOVER 
 

 

 

NSW STATE BIRD 

The KOOKABURRA 
 

 
Kookaburras are terrestrial tree kingfishers native to Australia and 

New Guinea. They are large to very large, with a total length of 28–
42 cm (11–17 in). The name comes from Wiradjuri, guuguubarra. 
 
Kookaburras are best known for their unmistakable call, which 
sounds uncannily like loud, echoing human laughter.  They are 
generally not closely associated with water, and can be found in 
habitats ranging from humid forest to arid savannah, but also in 
suburban and residential areas with tall trees or near running water 
and where food can be searched for easily. 

 
A male Blue-winged 

Kookaburra 

 
There are four known species of kookaburra found in Australia, New Guinea, and the Aru 
Islands. 
 

 
Spangled Kookaburra 

All kookaburras are sexually dimorphic, but this is only obvious in 
the Blue-winged and the Rufous-bellied, where males have 
noticeably blue tails and females have rufous (reddish-brown) 
tails. 
 
Kookaburras are carnivorous. In the wild, kookaburras are known 
to eat the young of other birds, mice, snakes, insects and small 
reptiles and other small birds, such as finches if they are lucky 
enough to catch them.  

 
Kookaburras will eat lizards, snakes, insects, mice, other small birds, and raw meat. The 
most social birds will accept handouts from humans and will take raw or cooked meat 
(even if at high temperature) from on or near open-air barbecues left unattended. It is 
generally not advised to feed kookaburras too regularly as meat alone does not include 
calcium and other nutrients essential to the bird. Remainders of mince on the bird's beak 
can fester and cause problems for the bird. 
 
They are territorial, and except for the Rufous-bellied often 
live with the partly grown chicks of the previous season.  They 
often sing as a chorus to mark their territory. 
 
All four kookaburra species remain listed as Least Concern, 
though habitat destruction remains of some concern. 
  

Three newly hatched  
Kookaburra chicks 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrestrial_animal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_kingfisher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiradjuri_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laughter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue-winged_Kookaburra
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FOR SALE           
  

FOR SALE         

Item:    85 Litre Sub Tank   Item:             7 seat set 

Description:  From a 2008 GU Patrol ST   Description:  a full set of 7 seats to fit a 

Used but in good condition.   Patrol Series 1 & 2, 1998 on. 

No longer needed    Reasonable condition, grey material. 

as it has been replaced.   Front seats complete with runners. 

Does NOT include sender as this was   Pick up or can deliver close by. 

transferred to the new tank.   Price:   $600 ono 

Price:   $200 ono   Location:  Penrith 

Location:  Gosford   Call:    Brian                   

Call    Graham                     Or         
 

WANTED       
  

WANTED      

Item:          Long Range Fuel Tank   Item:                  Rock sliders 

With:           Main and/or auxiliary   With: 

To suit GQ RB30 1993   To suit GQ 1993 

    

Will do the km to pick up    Will do the km to pick up  

outside of Sydney.   outside of Sydney. 

    

Call    Cyrille                   Call    Cyrille                 

       Or               Or      
 

        

If you would like to place something on the 

Noticeboard, contact          
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CAMPING CHECKLIST 
SAFETY COLD FOODS COOKING, ETC PERSONAL 

 First Aid kit  Water   Stove & stand  Daywear 

 Torch & Batteries  Milk-Powder/long life  Gas cylinders (full)  Sleepwear 

 Portable Radio  Sauces – Tomato, BBQ  BBQ plate  Swimwear & towel 

 Maps  Butter / Margarine  BBQ tools  Footwear 

 Compass  Cold cuts  Matches / lighter  Rainwear / Jacket 

 EPIRB  Meats  Frying pan  Underwear  

 GPS  Vegetables  Saucepans & lids  Sunglasses 

 Spare Batteries  Fruits  Plates & Bowls  Reading glasses 

   Eggs   Mugs / cups  Hat 

   Drinks  Glasses   

TENT    Cutlery   

 Tents & Poles    Vegetable peeler TOILETRIES 

 Pegs & Guy ropes DRY FOOD   Can opener  Medication 

 Spare pegs / guy ropes  Tea, Coffee, Sugar  Corkscrew  Salt water soap 

 Ground sheet / tarp  Salt & Pepper  Sharp knife (Sm & L)  Tooth brush & paste 

 Tent fly  Flour –Plain/Self Raising  Mixing bowl  Hair brush & Comb 

 Mallet  Cooking Oil  Tongs / Spatula  Deodorant 

 Seam sealer  Vegemite  Tea towels  Shampoo & Conditioner 

 Tent repair kit  Peanut Butter  Dishwashing liquid  Mirror 

 Rake  Tin Food  Water container  Bath towel 

 Broom / dustpan  Breakfast Cereal  Drink container  Face washer 

 Door mat for tent  Snacks  Flask  Shaver 

     Cutting board  Shower cap 

     Portable fridge  Cosmetics 

BEDDING MISCELLANEOUS  Plate drying rack  Sunscreen 

 Sleeping bags   Portable toilet    Insect repellent 

 Sleep bag inner sheets   Portable shower    Toilet paper 

 Air Mattress   Portable wash machine    Tissues 

 Camp beds   Laundry detergent     

 Pillows   Rechargeable light ENTERTAINMENT   

   Portable clothes line   Recharging Cables   

   Pegs   Phone   

FURNITURE  Daypack  Camera, Film & Batteries   

 Camp table  Sewing kit  Binoculars   

 Chairs  Garbage bags  Card games   

 Camp cupboard  Duct Tape  Books   

 Camp wardrobe  Bucket  Pens, pencils, paper   

 Kitchen table  Small shovel   Fishing gear   

   Axe     

   Insect Spray     
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