ON
PATROL
No 3.

The Magazine of the
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
of NSW & ACT Inc.
January 2014
1

Nissan Patrol 4WD Club General Meetings
2nd Wednesday of each month at the
Veteran Car Club
134 Queens Road
Five Dock NSW 2046

Club mail can be sent to:
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club
PO Box 249
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Nissan Patrol
4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. The Club and its officers do not expect nor invite any
person to act or rely on any statement, opinion or advice.
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website, www.nissanpatrolclub.org
includes a "members only" area with access to details of upcoming
trips and other news/information not meant for public consumption.
To be issued a user name and password to access the website,
please send an e-mail with your name and home phone number to.
Put "password required" in the subject area of the e-mail. After we
have verified your details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in
information.
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
OF NSW & ACT INC.
About the Club
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts
from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and also aiming
to give the Nissan Patrol its own identity. Notwithstanding the club's name, the Club welcomes all
types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course.
In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the
Windellema region, only 40km South of Goulburn. The land is used for Club activities such as
bush camping, driver training and social activities. There is also a dam on the property which
provides a reliable source of water for bush fire fighting.
In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses. It
is also the place where we have our Xmas In July, Easter, Club Anniversary and a variety of social
weekends, and is available for free camping by members at any time.
Front
View
Back
View
The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney and the countryside.
The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety
of social activities.
Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for
all levels of four-wheel driving. On trips, the traditional “happy hour”
and campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a
quiet drink and building solid friendships.
We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'CleanUp Australia' by cleaning up our bushland.
Since 1980, the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in
their 4WD’s. In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials, which saw inter-club challenges
testing the driving skills of both individuals and teams.
In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club is
running the Son of Trials Plus at River Island on the first weekend of
November. These events offer standard road registered vehicle
owners, from learner drivers through to experienced 4WD’ers, to
participate in a number of challenging courses to fine tune their skills
and the chance to win some fantastic prizes.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Dear Members,
The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club's Annual General Meeting is coming up on 12
March. I'm sure you know that at this meeting, the present Committee will
stand down and a new Committee will be voted in.
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE to have a say in the running of YOUR CLUB. You
can nominate someone for a position (ask their permission first), or you might
like to be on the Committee, be an Assistant or any other Office Bearer
positions yourself. A full description of each position is available on the Club's
Website.
The Positions available are:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Trip
Organiser, Training Co-ordinator, Land Manager, Editor, and Social Convener.
The Office Bearer positions available are:
Trials Co-ordinator, Assistant Trials Co-ordinator, Trials Secretary, Publicity
Officer, Technical Officer, Purchasing Officer, Equipment Officer, Librarian,
Assistant Land Manager, Assistant Editor, Assistant Social Convener,
Assistant Training Co-ordinator, Sergeant-at-Arms, Webmaster, Auditor/s and
the added new position of Membership Assistant.
If you would like to nominate some-one, but are unable to attend the Meeting
on 12 March, a Proxy Vote Form can be found on the Club's Website. Please
e-mail your Proxy Vote Form to me at by 5.00pm on Wednesday, 12th
March 2014.
Also, if there are any apologies for those unable to attend this meeting, could
you please let me know BEFORE the start of the meeting.
I hope to see you there.
Tania
Secretary
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The Report from

Madam
President
Welcome to 2014. I hope that you had a relaxing Christmas break, and that it was spent with
those who are most significant to you. The next 12 months promises to be a busy one for the Club
as we will increase the number of trips, short courses and social events on the calendar.
The first six months of 2014 is turning out to be a busy one, with the Queanbeyan Show, a
photography course, an information session for those interested in the trip to Africa in 2015, trips,
driver training, social events at the land, the list goes on.
The bi-annual Queanbeyan 4WD Show is being held at the Queanbeyan Showground on 1st & 2nd
February. It is quite a significant show in the 4WD calendar. We need people to help bring down
our show stuff, help set up, pull down and transport our gear back to Sydney as well as man the
stand. There is camping available on site, there are motels close by, and the club land is an hour
and a half away.
Danny Kildare is a professional photographer, an avid 4WD’er and a member of the Sydney All
Wheel Drive Club. He will be holding a short photography course, tailored to our 4WD touring
needs. The course involves an evening for the theoretical stuff and then a camping weekend away
so that you can implement what you have learned under Danny’s tutelage, including composing
the photo and tricks with exposures. There is a cost of $100 per person for participants. The
theory component will be held at Danny’s Chatswood studio on the evening of Tuesday 4 th March
and the practical sessions will be held the following weekend (8 th-9th March) in the Abercrombie
River area.
There is the usual Easter at the land as well as a June long weekend to celebrate the club’s
founding. I have a First Aid course planned for some time in September, there will be more details
to come as soon as I have finalised a date with St John’s Ambulance. It will be for those who wish
to obtain a First Aid Certificate or just refresh.
In further forward planning, there is a trip to Namibia and Botswana planned for July 2015. There
is a 31 day self drive safari booked, however there is also the option of a shorter 21 day safari for
those who cannot get the time off. An information session is planned for March for interested
travellers.
If you are interested in any of the trips or courses please contact me. Numbers for all the courses
and the trip are limited, I have already had some interest in them.
Wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.
Rollanda
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB
NRL FOOTY TIPPING
COMPETITION 2014
Entry is FREE to
Members of all ages.

Weekly tips must be in by
5.00pm each Thursday.
Each win will earn you 2 points,
a draw will earn you 1 point,
a loss is no points.
State of Origin games
are worth 5 points each for a win.
Each win in the Finals
are worth 5 points.
All entrants will be sent a full
progress score sheet each week.
Progress scores will be
placed on "The Scoreboard"
in the Club Magazine.
The winner will receive a prize at
the October General Meeting.
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DRIVER TRAINING
With Chris
Driver Training Co-ordinator

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your
membership fee. The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics. Some of
these topics are Practical Driving over a variety terrain and obstacles, Basic Recovery Techniques,
Advanced Driver Training, Advanced Recovery, and many more. Our Sand Driver Training Course
is usually held twice a year at Stockton Beach near Newcastle.
Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete
the Club Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience.
The Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of
purposely built tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces. Our Land also has
facilities to conduct other educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid. Our Club
shop is regularly at Driver Training selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club
merchandise at very reasonable prices.
Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any driver
training Sunday. Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members attending and
revising the safety and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and more enjoyable
activity for all.
See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend.

WORKING BEES
With Ken
Land Manager

And Chris
Trials Co-ordinator

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work. BUT, our club working bees are a lot
of fun, with friendship, good food and usually very little work. Regular working bees are held to
help with land maintainence.
At the Land there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the
shed, tank and toilet/shower facilities, have a chat around the fireplace and an excellent Saturday
night dinner at “The Loaded Dog” in Tarago.
At River Island, setting up for Son of Trials and Son of Trials Plus means searching new places for
tracks, helping to create and being able to drive the tracks. As an added bonus, there is camping
near the river, opportunity for a swim, and talking with friends around the campfire.
Please consider helping out at either site, and contact the organiser to enable them to organise work
activities and catering.
See the club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend.
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CLUB CALENDAR
Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays
to help with your holiday planning.

January 2014
Tues 7th

SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING – 8.00pm @ Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202
Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and be a part of the organising team for this major
event. All members welcome.

Wed 8th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 11th to
Sun 12th

MOVIE NIGHT IN THE SHED #3
Enjoy a relaxing weekend at the Club Land,
catch up with friends, have a drive around the land
during the day and watch a movie or three at night.

Wed 22nd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 25th to
Sun 26th

LAND WORKING BEE: TO BE CONFIRMED
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Sat 25th to
Mon 27th
Tues 28th

AUSTRALIA DAY LONG WEEKEND

BACK TO SCHOOL (Sorry Kids!)

February 2014
Sat 1st to
Sun 2nd

Queanbeyan 4WD Spectacular:
Queanbeyan Showground. www.4wdspctacular.org.au
The Nissan Patrol Club will have a stand at the show.

Tues 4th

SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome!

Fri 7th to
Sun 9th

Newcastle Caravan, Camping & Holiday Expo:
Newcastle Jockey Club - http://www.newcastle.supershow.com.au/
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Wed 12th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Fri 14th to
Sun 16th

Albury Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Albury Showground - www.ruralscene.com.au/

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Fri 21st to
Sun 23rd

Illawarra Caravan Camping 4WD Show:
Kembla Grange Racecourse, Wollongong - www.ruralscene.com.au/

Sat 22nd to
Sun 23rd

Wed 26th

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
All members welcome!

March 2014
Tues 4th

SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome!

Wed 12th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
8.00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queen Street, Five Dock.
Come and vote for your committee for 2014-15.

Sat 15th to
Sun 16th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Sat 22nd to
Sun 23rd

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Mon 24th to
Sat 29th

"CAVES TO WAVES" 4WD CHARITY ADVENTURE:
Run by the Variety Club of Australia, this charity run starts at Jenolan Caves and
heads north for a beach run at Forster. For information go to www.variety.org.au

Wed 26th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Fri 28th to
Sun 30th

Tuff Truck Challenge:
Milbrodale near Bulga - www.tufftruck.com.au/

April 2014
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Tues 1st

SON OF TRIALS PLUS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome!

Sat 7th

COMMITTEE DINNER: TO BE CONFIRMED
Venue to be advised. Officially, this is a chance for the old and new
committees to get together and pass on information and complete the
handover of their roles. Unofficially, it is a night out for a pleasant meal
with friends without the hassle of sleeping in a tent afterwards, so
anyone can come

Wed 9th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 12th to
Sun 27th

NSW School Holidays

Sat 12th to
Sun 13th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Fri 18th to
Mon 21st

EASTER ON THE LAND:
Spend the long weekend relaxing on your own land. There will be
some short trips available around the local area exploring the
Southern Highlands or you can drive some of the many tracks on the
Land. Use the Land as a base to visit Canberra, Goulburn or Moss
Vale areas.

Fri 18th to
Mon 21st

10TH AUSTRALIAN 4WD GATHERING:
Dungog. www.4wdgathering.org.au

Sat 19th to
Sun 20th

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Wed 23rd

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
All members welcome!

Fri 25th

Sat 26th to
Sun 4th April

ANZAC Day

Caravan, Camping, 4wd & Holiday Supershow:
Rosehill Gardens - www.supershow.com.au/
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May 2014
Tues 6th

SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome!

Wed 14th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.

Sat 17th to
Sun 18th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.

Sat 24th to
Sun 25th

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Sun 18th
TBC

TLCC Swap Meet – Revesby South Public School, Henry Lawson Drive, Milperra
(entrance in Vega St). Gates open 7.30am, entry fee $2 per adult. Come early to get
the bargains! www.tlcc.com.au

Wed 28th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.
All members welcome!

Fri 23rd to
Sun 25th

Hunter Valley Caravan Camping 4WD Fish & Boat Show:
Maitland Showground - www.campingshow.com.au/

June 2013
Tue 3rd

Sat 7th to
Sun 8th
Sat 7th to Mon 9th

SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome!
Opposite Lock Challenge:
Mudgee - www.onall4s.com.au/
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND

Sat 7th to
Mon 9th

CHRISTMAS IN JUNE & CLUB ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND:
Come and share a fun weekend with fellow club members or exmembers and checkout the improvements that have been made to
the shed and the facilities.

Wed 11th

GENERAL MEETING:
Visitors Welcome!
8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.
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Sat 14th to
Sun 15th

DRIVER TRAINING:
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip

Sat 21st to
Sun 22nd

LAND WORKING BEE:
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our
Land. Great camping and socialising.

Wed 25th

COMMITTEE MEETING:
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road,
Greenacre. All members welcome!

Sat 28th to
Sun 29th

SON OF TRIALS PLUS SITE INSPECTION:
This is the initial inspection and preparation to determine which events we will run.
We will be conducting a working bee recce down at River Island to work out what
existing tracks can be used and any new ones we need to create. Great camping and
socialising too
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS
4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip Leaders. Trips
can be for a day, weekend or even longer.
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features, walks or a terrific
camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends from the Nissan Patrol 4WD
Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as much as you do.
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour, river cruise,
scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest.
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser
Cheers,
Richard
Trip Co-ordinator
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP


You are required to book in on any Club trip you
wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader.



Introduce yourself and discuss with them your
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills.



Leave a contact number.



You must reconfirm your participation in the trip
a few days before departure.



If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your
place and no-one is waiting for you where
mobile phones don’t work.
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TRIP
CLASSIFICATION
A

This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult. Participants will
have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain. Winching
and/or towing will almost definitely be required. Participants will be
required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment. The trip
leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is
considered under-experienced.

B

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip. Some winching
and/or towing will almost certainly be required. Under extreme weather
conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip.

C

This classification is considered a moderate trip. Various sections of this
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most
circumstances, winching should not be necessary. Under extreme
weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip.

D

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip. It is unlikely that any
winching and/or towing will be required.

E

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to
base camp or a series of scenic tours.

W

Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually
need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination.
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UHF CB RADIO
CHANNEL ALLOCATION

USED FOR
Calling
(Established by law)
Conversations

CHANNEL/S

COMMENTS

11

To call or locate another station. Parties then switch to
a conversation channel.

9
12-17
19-21
24-30
39

Used for conversation between stations.

Highway
Communications

40

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users.

Caravaners,
Campers

18

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in
convoy)

4WDrivers

10

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in
national parks.

Emergency Calling
(Established by law)

5

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation
only.

Repeaters

1-8
31-38

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work.
Receives on channels 1-8. Transmits on channels 3138 automatically. When within range of a repeater, it
will increase the communication difference. Operation
in simplex mode on these channels is not permitted
when in range of a repeater.

Data Transmissions
(Established by law)

22, 23

No voice transmissions allowed on these two
channels.
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CONVOY
PROCEDURE
For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows:


The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call
on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort.



No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other
person or vehicle.



In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding.



It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle,
especially at intersections.



Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their
intentions.



On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass.



It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route.



No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles.



If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the
signal for the rest of the drivers to stop.



All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found.



When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to
keep their children at a safe distance.



The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure.

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be
followed before moving off.
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4WD'ing Tips
for Dummies
Part Two.B

THE VEHICLE


Driving through deep water requires planning and care. Never just plunge
straight in.



Drying out brakes promptly after a water crossing is important. Discs and
pads will dry with just a few quick pumps on the footbrake, but to dry out
the rear drum and shoes may take a few minutes.



The strength and reliability of a real 4WD and believing in your own 4WD
knowledge and preparation, will help keep you safe in a remote and harsh
environment.



A 4WD cannot be expected to go very far on difficult terrain unless it is
skilfully driven.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Lost City and Aboriginal Wall
18 August 2013.
I met up with Alex, a new member at the club meeting at Rays Lidcombe. Alex had a trip planned
for the weekend to the “Lost City” and to view the Aboriginal Wall. I decided to go with him.
There were 6 cars on the well-organised trip. We all assembled ready to tackle the trip to the “Lost
City” and the “Aboriginal Wall”.
I was lucky to have the company of a fellow
club member. Lydia was a great travelling
companion and I thank her for the
conversations and company on the trip. Our
club is lucky to have such a knowledgeable
member.
On Sunday, Lydia and I were early so we took
the opportunity to do some SOT+ marketing
amongst the 60 or so other 4WDs waiting in
the car park at the Zig Zag Railway. Our
group arrived slowly, car by car. It was
exciting to see who was on the trip – a bit like
a lucky dip with new members, older
members and families.
We set off with radios focussed on
Channel 10 with all contributing to the
navigation (“I’ve been here”, “down this
track”) which was successful with the
group arriving at the “Lost City”.
Interestingly, everyone saw something
different in the Lost City. Its power is in
the macro rather than the micro. We
arrived in the middle of the day and
perceived its towers as still and inspiring.
It would have been interesting to see it all
early morning or late afternoon to feel its
shadowy messages.
Personally, I was taken back to the macro seeing tower by tower. It is a quiet city, no tall poppies
like BK in Dubai. One feels a sense of place as you can choose where your interests lie. If you
haven’t been there, it is a must see place – just a day trip from Sydney.
As Alex had especially wanted to see the Aboriginal Wall, we all adopted the previous navigational
technique but this time, we came unstuck and found we had to reverse out after being presented
with ever increasing rock steps. With a successful hasty retreat, we found the track that lead down
to the a fascinating drive through twists and turns in towering rock chasms that set one’s mind as a
sense of intrigue awaiting with bated breath for the show’s climax. Dinner savoured the situation as
we all tucked into food.
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Alex pointed out that our next destination was “UP THERE - HIDDEN” As one ascended the hill,
there was a ring in the top of the rock and all quoted “Raiders of the Lost Ark” and “Yes, no need to
go to Egypt. The ring is in our own backyard.”

I don’t know who told me that I could Panorama using my phone camera, but as a person with a
strong interest in photography, I dug deep into my 21st century photographic tool. There was
“Panorama” and I proceeded to have some fun as another element of my phone camera was
explored.
One could write on for hours about this special place, but I will leave you with two points:
1.

The psychology of the place is easy to see. Meeting Place, Birthing Place, Life Sign and more. If
one was to move the focus of the curves both ways, there is a deep force that has been recognised
for many thousands of years.
2. At the end of the wall, there is a secondary cone like structure with podium rocks, obviously a
special place. One can travel overseas and get excited, but there is something incredibly exciting
and unique right here.

I hope the included photos intrigue you, the reader, enough to say “I want to go there”.
Thanks Alex and Constance for a great trip.
Bruce
PS. Rollanda has mentioned Patonga and Christmas gatherings held there years ago. This report
was written sitting at a picnic table in the grounds of the caravan park at Patonga on a glorious
Sunday afternoon in September.
Club Members – time to get up and GO.
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Movie Night in
The Shed #2
5-7 October 2013
Chris B with Mo & Noah
Rollanda & Steven
Iro, Tania, Scott & Fiona
Ken & Colleen
Alan, Sally, Claire & Eamon
Tony, Helen, Max, Jackson & Sienna

Steve (Harry)
Richard
Mark
Jean-Pierre & Josie
Lydia
Rick Harper & Brenda
Bruce

Friday, 4 October 2013
The Schembri's were the first to arrive on Friday morning and we had the whole place to
ourselves for a few hours. We set up our camper-trailer (we must be getting used to it as
there was very little swearing), then went to open up the Shed and get the fire going. The
floor of the Shed was covered in a mountain of leaves and dirt, so I grabbed a broom and
began to sweep, just to pass the time - nearly 2 hours later, I was done.
Later in the afternoon, a few more people arrived - the Ibbett's, the Rosies with Lydia, the
Browne's, Harry, Richard and Mark.
Saturday, 5 October 2013
Saturday morning came and so did the Riordan's, the
Herault's and new to the Club, the Losciuto's. It's always
great to see new member's joining in. The day started with
a leisurely breakfast of bacon and eggs, then we all headed
off to Bungonia for the markets. We had a good look around
and most of us bought a little something. Back to the Shed,
the kids played table tennis and board games, while
everyone else chatted by the fire.
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At around 3.00pm, the first of many movies
had begun with the kids movie "Despicable
Me 2". Then our old mate, "Russell Coight's
- 'All Aussie Adventures' " gave everyone a
good laugh. More laughter was had with
Robin Williams in "Runaway Vacation" and
the old comedy classic "Flying High". Rick
and Brenda arrived sometime during all this
and later so did Bruce. It was here when we
stopped to have some dinner with Harry
bringing his smoker oven and slow cooking
a roast pork for 8 hours. He had also made
some roast vegies of carrots, corn on the
cob and whole potatoes. I had made a
traditional Maltese dish of baked rice.

After that absolutely delicious dinner , we
began to watch the movie "John Carter", but
it was stopped half way through due to some
technical difficulties. By this time it was
around 11.00pm. Most had gone off to bed,
but the night owls decided on the next movie
"Animal Kingdom" which gave Australian
Actress Jackie Weaver an Oscar nomination.
With all the hype of this movie, I was very
keen to watch it, but found it a bit
disappointing. It finished at 2.00am and the
few that were left, then went to bed.

Sunday, 6 October 2013
It began again with a bacon and egg breakfast, then we
all headed in different directions for the day. Some went
into Goulburn, some went to the river, some drove the
tracks and some went back to Sydney for the NRL Grand
Final.

When most had returned back to the Shed,
Day 2 of the movie list began. It started off
with the Sci-Fi movie "Prometheus" which is
yet another of the Alien series, then the Sci-Fi
continued, this time with zombies and Brad
Pitt in "World War Z". During this movie, Ken,
Colleen, Bruce, Chris, Noah and myself
headed off to the Goulburn Soldier's Club to
watch the Grand Final of the battle of the
birds - Roosters v Sea Eagles.
GO CHOOKIES!
Back to the Shed, the zombies had gone and
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now comedian Carl Barron was on the
screen. A mountain of popcorn was coming
out of the kitchen while we were watching the
next movie "Walking Tall" with Dwayne 'The
Rock' Johnson. This ended at 1.00am and
while I thought everyone was going to bed, a
few went back to the Shed to watch a classic
Bruce Lee "Enter the Dragon". It was around
3.00am when this lot finally went to bed.

Monday, 7 October 2013
Chris made a breakfast of pancakes for anyone who wanted it, then it was time to slowly
pack up our things and head back home. What a relaxing weekend it was with good food,
a few laughs and some great friends. A huge note of THANKS to Chris and Harry for
keeping us well fed. Bring on Movie Night #3.
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Now Stocking ...
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The Sydney
4WD & Adventure Show
Eastern Creek
Thursday,17 October 2013 - Set-up
Attendees: Mark C, Rollanda R, Steven R,
Tania S, Iro S (at times), Steve (Harry) B,
Brian N, Steve D.
The winds were blowing strong and even though we
had hired an extra heavy duty marquee, we were all
wondering how it managed to stay put for as long as it
did. The wind was so strong that the people across
from us refused to put up their camper-trailers, and the
Oz-tent guys were busy chasing after their now
damaged pop-up gazebo.
We had to secure the long side walls as they were
blowing about with the wind. Once this was done, we
began to set up the inside of the marquee, but even
here little could be done for fear of it all being knocked
over. Iro put his vehicle in prime position to be on
display. We could see the thick band of smoke that
was coming from the Blue Mountains bushfires and
our thoughts were on our Club Member's living in the
area.

Thursday set-up.

Later in the day, we managed to set up our displays to
see how they would look, then pack them away again
so they wouldn't get damaged. This helped us put
everything back together again very quickly the next
morning.

Thick smoke from the bushfires.

3pm. The sun turned bright red through the smoke.
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Friday, 18 October 2013 - Day One
Attendees: Mark C, Rollanda R, Steven R,
Tania S, Iro S (at times), Steve (Harry) B,
Brian N, Geoff G, Chris B, Susan R, Bruce R.

There was a cool breeze and thankfully, not the
blustering winds of the day before. Driving up the
exhibitors entrance road, the "Nissan Patrol 4WD
Club" banner could easily be seen. Everything in the
marquee had a thick layer of dirt and we began to
clean the tables before anything could be set up
again.
Marquee and displays all ready.

New Poster board was a hit.

Iro had brought a vehicle ramp and placed it under
the left rear wheel of his vehicle to show a little "flex"
and the bonnet was put up to show the engine bay
and be a cause of "attraction". It was not long before
this task was completed, the displays were put in their
place, and it all looked so good.
Then we just had to wait for the customers to arrive.
One person that was interested in looking at the
engine bay was Mr Dick Smith, himself. I asked him if
he was interested in joining a 4WD Club, but he said
he was just having a look around. Friday was very
quiet (it being a workday), but by the end of the day,
we had signed up three new members.
We hoped this would be the start of many more new
members to come, so it was a quick trip for me to
Officeworks that night, to get more Membership
Packs printed.

TV showing slide show in middle

Iro's pride & joy on display.

Our little campsite with fake campfire.
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Saturday, 19 October 2013 - Day Two
Attendees: Rollanda R, Steven R, Michael B,
Tania S, Fiona S, Richard C, Colleen I, Ken I,
Scott D, Jan D, Mark D.

Our little campsite.

Another early start and all the family was involved
today. Iro & Scott S were helping fellow Club Member
Chris Hole, at the 4WD SupaCentre / Superior Offroad
marquee, and with me at the NPC stand, Fiona was a
messenger between the two (that's if she wasn't in line
at the 4WD test track waiting for the ute. This way she
is sure to get a front seat).

Our little campsite was a hit with the kids. While their
parents were gathering information about the Club, the
kids sat around and pretended to warm themselves at
our fake campfire. Those working at the stand had a
chance to look around the show and make a purchase
or two.
Chatting with interested customers.

Saturday ended up being a quiet day, as those who
would normally come to this type of show, were busy
trying to protect their homes from the bushfires. We
had many people very interested in the Club, but we
only got one to sign up.

Signing up a new member.

Sunday, 20 October 2013 - Day Three
Attendees: Rollanda R, Steven R, Michael B,
Tania S, Fiona S, Bruce R
Colleen I, Ken I.
Sunday was the busy day. We signed up three more new members, two renewals and
there were plenty more interested in the Club. Towards the end of the day and well before
pack up time, I talked with TV personality Ernie Dingo and former Australian Cricketer
Merv Hughes to come over to our marquee and have a photo taken under the Club sign
for our soon-to-be "Wall of Fame" in the Club Shed.
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With Merv Hughes

With Ernie Dingo

What a busy and productive weekend it was. The Marquee looked fantastic and many
great comments were given to us. There is still room for improvement and the test will be
at our next show in Queanbeyan on 1-2 February 2014.

The Committee would like to
sincerely thank all those
involved with the show,
either helping at the stand
or behind the scenes.

29

Son of Trials Plus
2-3 November 2013
Here is a quick review of some of the events
that happened over these two days.

EVENT 1: SAND TRAP by Richard C
I was posted as marshal/scorer for the Sand Trap event, to
work with the "French Connection" (my good mates Marcel
and Jean-Pierre). After a big breakfast on Saturday morning
(thanks Rollanda and helpers), I got a lift across the river
with Jean-Pierre. We navigated through a gaggle of excited
spectators and competitor vehicles, but on arrival at the
event...
J-P and I had a good laugh at Marcel's expense. The Event Manager had managed to become totally
bogged in the soft sand on his own event! Marcel was busy with the long-handled shovel and called
upon 2 competitors' vehicles to help pull the big Patrol ute out of its beached position.
After a slightly delayed start, we got 90% of the competitors through on the day, with only a few
stragglers left for Sunday. As always, we had a lot of fun with plenty of laughs during the day.
Thanks to all the organisers, cooks and all Club members for another successful Trials.

EVENT 2: PEBBLES & BAM BAM by Eammon & Ros D.
Less pebbles and more BAM BAM this time round
resulting in a bit of a different track for all the regulars.
We were confronted with some large boulder configuring
to form a track for the average car, after Harry our
workhorse and Darryl our new guy, we got into sorting it
out which occurred very quickly and we had an easy time
of it in the long run. Time was 2.40 and was achieved by a
number of vehicles but sometimes were more notable than
others with young fella in a shorty rippin' it up turning
rocks over everywhere an producing a world record of 1.37 close to the money - not. And
gentleman Jim in the Landy put in a sober 4.00 flat, to his credit was considerable mechanical
sympathy, he did return late Sunday and did a Sunday drive around again with a similar result and
thanked us for the good weekend, cheers Jim. Most notable was the Amarok. Before the start I
explained that his car was gonna get beat up, please enter at your own risk. So he did and he did,
must be where they got the Bam Bam idea from in the first place. So the time went on and Darryl
and Harry persevered in the hot sun while Ros and Eamonn sheltered under the awning by the water
... ahh life's good at the Son of Trials. Then we got blown away and off home. Thanks all for a
good weekend .
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EVENT 3: HILL CLIMB by Mark C
The Hill Climbs had competitors negotiating a series of steep
climbs. Some were rutted loose dirt and required the drivers to
pick a good line to be successful. The Traction Plus class
vehicles with 35 inch tyres also had to tackle the log steps and
many did this with great enthusiasm to the delight of the crowd.
The vehicles then continued up Archie’s Hill to finish the event.
Luckily no vehicles came to grief or needed a recovery. Any
vehicles that did have problems were able to reverse safely down
the slopes. Occasionally the wind blew thick dust clouds
across the track blocking out the view of drivers, marshals and spectators but there were no mishaps. Many
thanks to Ross, Rob, Andrew, Ben & Chris for their work in running the event.
EVENT 4: BOG HOLE by Steve H
The Bog Hole once again proved to be a poplar event with
competitors and spectators at the 2013 Nissan Son of Trials
Plus. The bent figure 8 track called for trucks that were part
submarine and part mountain goat as it dived into the thick
brown muck and then climbed out to dizzy heights often
having both front wheels off the ground as the right foot got
nailed to the floor on exiting the murky depths of the
Bog. The track preparation this year included a clean out of
the silt, which just happened to leave a 300mm step as
competitors entered the bog for the first time, the tricky bit
was its cunning disguise being below the water line.
With 3 golf balls and conduit posts for the driver and 4 for the passenger, it was easy to see who was good in
the kitchen as the one with the steady hand on the tongs got the golf balls on in record time. Positioning of
the vehicle was the all-important task for the nut behind the wheel. Some almost popped out (people out of
the car that is) in trying to reach the ball and post. We considered putting up a conduit cemetery after the
first day as we’d lost a record number of posts into the bog with no recovery in site. They’re still missing
today!! We even had to make a ball and rope out of a rock and duct tape.
Some of the more interesting drives of the weekend had a
Suzuki almost on its side whilst trying to climb the 1.5 metre
bank to get off the track near the start line (guess it didn’t want
to get wet or something), then there was a black Navara and it
couldn’t make up its mind about being a solidly mounted
ornament perched on a rock or a boat in the bog, either way he
needed two recoveries in the space of 20 metres!! Then there
was the brown GQ who knocked 2 minutes off the track time
of 3min:20sec, it looked like he was trying to empty the Bog
Hole!!
The Start/Finish line proved to be great sport for most with its Suzuki swallowing rut. We had many
competitors slip off the sides into the metre deep, metre wide hole and try their luck at getting out. Many
took the chicken track out through the barrier on the return trip once their time was set. We dragged cars
forward, backwards and sideways to get them out. A memorable one for the weekend happened on Sunday
afternoon when a lifted and locked Cruiser came around the last bend and gunned it towards the finish,
slipped into the hole and came to a very abrupt halt when the chassis rail lodged itself into the earth wall at
the end of the rut. He managed to throw the Navi forward where he broke the windscreen with his forehead
from the inside (I’m very glad no-one was seriously hurt). The end score was 8 recoveries and 6 golf ball
posts missing. We did manage to save both pairs of tongs this year though.
It ended up being a great weekend with lots of positive feedback from the competitors, on-lookers,
sponsors and Club members. Let's all join together to make the 2014 Son Of Trials bigger and
better than ever.
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A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR FANTASTIC
2013 SON OF TRIALS PLUS SPONSORS
FOR ALL YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

If you would like to become a sponsor of the Son of Trials PLUS,
please contact Michael
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??? WHAT THE ... ???
When you live on a farm you learn to "make do" with whatever you find in the barn!!
This is the exact and perfect example of why we save everything. This car has been built
with all of the "junk" laying out back in the pile, and under the work bench, and stuffed in
the rafters. All this guy needed was a little time on his hands.
Spotted in Cannon Falls, MN on 5/23/12

It's a car or a truck?
Milk can fuel tank.

Check out the "gearing wheel" .... What do
you see? Dash is a saw blade with
handles attached - tractor hand brake tachometer - 2 mirrors mounted on horse
shoes - big truck signal switch mounted on
left - single wiper motor.

Cow milking apparatus on air cleaner
galvanized wash tub fan shroud.

Tractor wrench bracket for headlamp
housing
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Rear seats from toilet with stereo speakers
below them. New home seat backs
including an Oxen yoke!!

The rear lamp frame built with saw blades
and a chicken feeder box. Manure
spreader drive is still intact - horse shoe
door hinges.

Tractor seats with pitchfork backs - seat
belts - tractor compartment box behind
driver seat - gear shift beside hand brake stereo & CD player on dash blade - the
drive chains are still on the floor board. Also
please note that he put in seat belts - so he
must be street legal??

How
many
men who
grew up
on a farm
are now
thinking Why didn't
we do
that?

Thanks to Harry J for sending this in.
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Christmas Party
Weekend at
Budgewoi Holiday Park
I had not planned on going to the Christmas Weekend, but when being offered a lift there and a
place to stay by some wonderful friends that I have met through this Club, I could hardly refuse.
Ken and Colleen had kindly offered to pick up Fiona and myself from our home and take us to
Budgewoi. We arrived on Friday evening and just as we began to unpack, the rain came down. I
helped as much as I could to set up their tent in the rain, then when we finally got a break in the
weather, we got our things and took a short walk to the cabin that Rollanda and Steven had offered
to share with us. Because of this, unfortunately, Ben still had to rough it a little by sleeping on the
floor. (Thanks Benny).

View from balcony: to the left ...

straight ahead ...

The view from the cabin looked directly on to Lake Munmorah and we had
many visitors from the different birds that came to our balcony. The
amount of birdlife that we saw in this small area was amazing - rainbow
lorikeets, yellow-tailed black cockatoos, galahs, corellas, kookaburras,
black swans, water fowls, pelicans, about 3 types of ducks, ibis, wrens,
magpies, Australian minor birds, Australian pigeons, and of course
seagulls. I'm sure we could have named a few more, but we weren't really
looking.
After unpacking, we went back to the campsite where a few more
members had arrived. Then came the big decision - what to do for dinner.
Chris B with Paige, Holly and Ethan, Colleen, myself and Fiona, all
managed to pile into Chris's truck and headed to town for some fish 'n'
chips. The problem here was that we had left it too late and the fish shop
had closed, so we went for wood fired pizza instead.
We got back to the Park, where Fiona and I said our goodnights and went
back to the cabin. Maureen played frisbee with the kids and "got told" by
another camper to keep the noise down, while others sat around chatting
and drinking, then woke up next morning with sore heads.
Saturday began very overcast and it rained
on and off all morning, but by 11.00 am, the
first rays of sun began to shine through the
thinning cloud. More club Members had
arrived and set up their tents, trailers and
caravans. Some of the crowd went for the
short walk to Budgewoi Beach.
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and to the right.

The kids found out that the huge jumping
pillow had been pumped up and made their
way straight to it. Young Eamon showed his
gymnastic skills with summersaults and flips
both forward and backwards. He taught
Fiona how to do a forward flip and it wasn't
long before she was going head-over-heel.
She just has to work on stopping. While the
kids and some of the adults hung around in
this area, Chris and Rollanda with Colleen
and myself headed off to the local Coles
Supermarket to get all the gear for "Happy
Hour".
After lunch, all the kids and some big kids played
cricket in the area across from the campsites. The
wicket was thick with grass which slowed the balls
that were actually hit. There were a lot more misses
than hits, and nearly a few ducks, but luckily they
were quicker than the ball and flew off.
There is never an Australian Team selector around
when you want one (although the ducks would have
had a better chance of making the team).
Fiona and I went for a walk around the Park. A lot has
changed since we were last here about 12 years ago.
Fiona can't remember any of it as she was only about 2
years old at the time. We used to be regulars here as my
parents owned an on-site van for 6 years. We went to
have a look at the old caravan, but unfortunately it was
gone. There were 7 caravans in that row and it was the
only one that had a vacant block. Yet my cousins old van
was still there.
During the afternoon, we
caught up with Club Member's
we had not seen for a while
and introduced them to the
newer Members. Some had
met for the first time even
though they have been in the
club for 8 years or more.
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Then it was time for "Happy
Hour" and there were plenty of
munchies to be had.
Everyone moved from around
the picnic table to under the
marquee where the
conversations and laughter
continued.
Maureen wanted to know how to
play this basketball game, so
Steven explained using a tennis
ball.
Eventually, everyone went off to
have their dinner, only to return
to the marquee a short time
later.
Sunday morning was bright and sunny, and after a little sleep-in, it was perfect weather for a walk
around the Park. A few more Club Members arrived for the day to join in the Christmas
Celebrations.

Later in the morning, a few returned to the marquee in preparation for the feast that was about to
be delivered by the local chicken shop. Chris and Ken went for a quick drive to pick up our order of
king prawns. The table of food looked endless, with roast chicken, turkey, ham, king prawns,
green salad, potato salad, coleslaw, fresh bread rolls, and a variety of sauces. After lunch, Harry
brought out his pet ferret for a bit of exercise, and Michael F’s dog didn't like it at all.

It was then decided to bring out the dessert
of plum pudding, custard, cream, ice cream
and fruit salad. This all certainly topped off
a delicious feast.
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Before we knew it, Santa had arrived
in Rollanda's Nissan Ex-trail throwing
candy canes through the open
sunroof. It looked like a feeding
frenzy when all the kids dived for the
sweets. Even a couple of adults got
all excited and pushed a few kids out
of the way (but it was all in good fun
and no child was hurt in the tussle).
One by one, all the kids received a gift from Santa and sat on his knee for a photo. There were
gifts for all the kids from age 1 to 16. The younger boys received a water gun which was pulled out
of its box and filled with water in record time. All the teens got a Christmas stocking filled with fizzy
sherbets and sour popping candy, and copy of 4WD Action Magazine.
Even some of the big kids got their photo taken with Santa. But as always, Santa has a tight
schedule to keep and in his rush to get back to the reindeer, had a slight wardrobe malfunction.
Rollanda and Chris helped Santa get back together, then he still managed to keep it together with
a cuddle from Bev.

When Santa had gone, it was time to clear up and clear out, but what a fun and relaxing weekend
it was, and everyone here enjoyed their stay at Budgewoi Holiday Park.

=== === === === === === === === === === === ===
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Special Feature
ANDREW BARTON
(BANJO) PATTERSON
BORN: 17 FEBRUARY 1864
This February marks what would be the 150th birthday of Banjo Patterson. I'm sure you have all
heard of his famous "The Man from Snowy River", but how many of you have actually read it?
Like us Patrollers, Banjo Patterson loved the Aussie bush and gave it credit the best way he knew
how - in his writings. I absolutely love this poem, and when you have read it through a couple of
times, I hope that you will love it as much as I do. Tania xx

THE MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER
There was movement at the station, for the word had passed around
That the colt from old Regret had got away,
And had joined the wild bush horses - he was worth a thousand pound,
So all the cracks had gathered to the fray.
All the tried and noted riders from the stations near and far
Had mustered at the homestead overnight,
For the bushmen love hard riding where the wild bush horses are,
And the stock horse snuffs the battle with delight.
There was Harrison, who made his pile when Pardon won the cup,
The old man with his hair as white as snow;
But few could ride beside him when his blood was fairly upHe would go wherever horse and man could go.
And Clancy of the Overflow came down to lend a hand,
No better horseman ever held the reins;
For never horse could throw him while the saddle girths would stand,
He learnt to ride while droving on the plains.
And one was there, a stripling on a small and weedy beast,
He was something like a racehorse undersized,
With a touch of Timor pony - three parts thoroughbred at least And such as are by mountain horsemen prized.
He was hard and tough and wiry - just the sort that won't say die There was courage in his quick impatient tread;
And he bore the badge of gameness in his bright and fiery eye,
And the proud and lofty carriage of his head.
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But still no slight and weedy, one would doubt his power to stay,
And the old man said, "That horse will never do
For a long and tiring gallop - lad, you'd better stop away,
Those hills are far too rough for such as you."
So he waited sad and wistful - only Clancy stood his friend "I think we ought to let him come," he said;
"I warrant he'll be with us when he's wanted at the end,
For both his horse and he are mountain bred.
"He hails from Snowy River, up by Kosciusko's side,
Where the hills are twice as steep and twice as rough,
Where a horse's hoofs strike firelight from the flint stones very stride,
The man that holds his own is good enough.
And the Snowy River riders on the mountains make their home,
Where the river runs those giant hills between;
I have seen full many horsemen since I first commenced to roam,
But nowhere yet such horsemen have I seen."
So he went - they found the horses by the big mimosa clump They raced away towards the mountain's brow,
And the old man gave his orders, "Boys, go at them from the jump,
No use to try for fancy riding now.
And, Clancy, you must wheel them, try and wheel them to the right.
Ride boldly, lad, and never fear the spills,
For never yet was rider that could keep the mob in sight,
If once they gain the shelter of those hills."
So Clancy rode to wheel them - he was racing on the wing
Where the best and boldest riders take their place,
And he raced his stockhorse past them, and he made the ranges ring
With the stockwhip, as he met them face to face.
Then they halted for a moment, while he swung the dreaded lash,
But they saw their well-loved mountain full in view,
And they charged beneath the stockwhip with a sharp and sudden dash,
And off into the mountain scrub they flew.
Then the fast horsemen followed, where the gorges deep and black
Resounded to the thunder of their tread,
And the stockwhips woke the echoes, and they fiercely answered back
From cliffs and crags that beetled overhead.
And upward, ever upward, the wild horses held their way,
Where mountain ash and kurrajong grew wide;
And the old man muttered fiercely, "We may bid the mob good day,
No man can hold them down the other side."

When they reached the mountain's summit, even Clancy took a pull,
It well might make the boldest hold their breath,
The wild hop scrub grew thickly, and the hidden ground was full
Of wombat holes, and any slip was death.
But the man from Snowy River let the pony have his head,
And he swung his stockwhip round and gave a cheer,
And he raced him down the mountain like a torrent down its bed,
While the others stood and watched in very fear.
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He sent the flint stones flying, but the pony kept his feet,
He cleared the fallen timber in his stride,
And the man from Snowy River never shifted in his seat
It was grand to see that mountain horseman ride.
Through the stringybarks and saplings, on the rough and broken ground,
Down the hillside at a racing pace he went;
And he never drew the bridle till he landed safe and sound,
At the bottom of that terrible descent.
He was right among the horses as they climbed the further hill,
And the watchers of the mountain standing mute,
Saw him ply the stockwhip fiercely, he was right among them still,
As he raced across the clearing in pursuit.
Then they lost him for a moment, where two mountain gullies met
In the ranges, but a final glimpse reveals
On a dim and distant hillside the wild horses racing yet,
With the man from Snowy River at their heels.
And he ran them single-handed till their sides were white with foam.
He followed like a bloodhound on their track,
Till they halted cowed and beaten, then he turned their heads for home,
And alone and unassisted brought them back.
But his hardy mountain pony he could scarcely raise a trot,
He was blood from hip to shoulder from the spur;
But his pluck was still undaunted, and his courage fiery hot,
For never yet was mountain horse a cur.
And down by Kosciusko, where the pine-clad ridges raise
Their torn and rugged battlements on high,
Where the air is clear as crystal, and the white stars fairly blaze
At midnight in the cold and frosty sky,
And where around The Overflow the reed beds sweep and sway
To the breezes, and the rolling plains are wide,
The man from Snowy River is a household word today,
And the stockmen tell the story of his ride.

First published in "The Bulletin" on 26 April 1890.

Happy
Birthday
Banjo
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PHOTO Guessing
COMPETITION
Match the vehicle to its owner.
All vehicles are white Patrols.
All photos were taken at the Land.
All photos show the left side of the vehicle.
There are 8 vehicles and 10 owners.
The first entry in with all (or most) correct matches
will be declared the winner.
A.____________________

B.____________________

C.____________________

D.___________________

E.___________________

F.__________________

G.__________________

1. Dave B
2. Chris B
3. Steve (Harry) B
4. Chris C
5. Mike L

H.___________________
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6. Brett M
7. Chris R
8. Richard S
9. Iro S
10. Trevor W

A voucher from Tom Saade's Camera House Parramatta for

10% OFF POSTER PRINTS OR 20% OFF CANVAS PRINTS
OR 25 FREE (6"x4") PRINTS
will be awarded to the winning entry.

Entries must be e-mailed to editor@nissanpatrolclub.org
by 25 MARCH 2014. No late entries will be taken.
The winner will be notified by e-mail.
The winning entry will appear in the next magazine.
Judges decision is final.
SPECIAL THANKS to
Tom Saade's Camera House,
Shop 2101, Level 2, Westfield Parramatta,
for donating the prize,
and to Mark R. for organising it all.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
SUSAN R
Winner from the October Magazine
Subject: RELAX
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TECH
TALK
With Iro S

ProVent 200 Style Oil Catch Can Review
The common mistake made when buying an Oil Catch Can
is that people are fitting units that reduce the size of the
breather tubes. For the professional aftermarket parts
developer, the mantra is to keep to the same design
performance as the OEM manufacturer … OR BETTER.
By keeping to this set of guidelines, upgrading your vehicle
with after-market parts will not compromise on safety or
reliability.
In this case on Positive Crankcase Ventilation (PCV) Systems keeping to the OEM manufacturer’s
design rules means having no less an outlet breather tube size than original. Oil catch cans inlets
and outlets need to be of the same diameter as that of the OEM. There is a reason for this: The
manufacturer is concerned with keeping the crankcase free of pressure build up.
Cheap $40.00 oil catch cans from eBay or Supercheap have tiny 10-12mm inlets/outlets, or fittings
acting as reducers, reduce the flow rates of the PCV System thus causing back-pressure in the
crankcase. This build-up of pressure causes engine oil to weep from the crankcase seals etc, as they
were not made to hold pressure.
Pound for pound, diesel engines have more blow-by past the rings than
petrol engines and thus, flow through the PVC System is higher. We
certainly do not want to hold back any pressure here.
These specially made theProVent200 Oil Catch Can do an excellent job of
filtering out the oil from the crankcase gasses that are re-entering the
engine through the factory setup … and they do this WITHOUT restricting
flow.
In this picture above you can see the very large inlet and outlet size. Bigger
than any other oil catch can!
In my opinion, superior to any other style of Oil Catch Can for another
reason as well. It has 2 relief valves. (most other types have none). One is
situated on the inlet side to relieve high pressure, the other on the outlet
side to relieve any low pressure. Again, this stops any pressure build up
even if the filter becomes blocked from you not cleaning it. It’s a great
engine safe guard!
Keeping the oil out of the air intake will benefit in 2 ways. Firstly, oil mist
in the air intake entering into the combustion chamber will reduce the
octane rating of the combustible fuel. Mainly in petrol engines, this leads
to a symptom called “pre-ignition”. Pre-ignition is one of the quickest
ways to damage cylinder heads, piston crowns and piston rings.
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Secondly, (and the main reason) oil entering into the intake
manifold combines with the heated gases of the Exhaust Gas
Recirculation (EGR) (300-400 deg C) and literally bakes to form
carbon build-up in the manifold. This carbon build-up, over a
relatively short period, restricts the volume of air that would
normally be allowed to flow through the manifold into the
combustion chamber. (See pictures). The less flow, the less
performance. This is well noted on late model Mitsubishi, Toyota
and Nissan vehicles.
Partially Blocked Manifold 1

Partially Blocked Manifold 2

Partially Blocked Manifold 3

The pictures of manifold above were taken of a late model diesel’s intake manifolds having
160,000kms on the clock.

The next pictures below show a manifold from a vehicle that had less than 70,000kms on the clock.

Partially Blocked Manifold 4
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The next picture is from a 200 Series Land Cruiser EGR port showing the soot that comes in (along
with the 300- 400 deg temps.)

What your engine is breathing from the EGR System.
The last picture shows a CLEANED intake manifold. (same manifold as shown above in the first 3
pictures). If you could start with this and add the Oil Catch Can then this would be best. Blocking
the EGR System is also advisable.

CLEANED PAJERO MANIFOLD
Looking at this picture above and comparing with the 3rd picture of the manifold it looks like No 4
cylinder was getting no air at all !!
The modern diesel engine manufacturer’s idea of emission control that ruins your engine hoping
that the problem occurs AFTER your warranty period has expired. They laugh all the way to the
bank of course.
The ProVent 200 Oil Catch Can has a replaceable element. Maintenance on these is easy too since
no actual fittings or pipework is removed to replace / clean filter element.
Fitment check list:
Keep Oil Catch Can hoses away from turbo or hot exhaust manifolds as much as possible. If a hose
travels close to a heat source, shield it.
There are arrows on the side of the ProVent 200 to advise direction of flow. The top inlet is
connected to the rocker cover (ie: VAPOUR IN). The bottom outlet is connected to the air intake.
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(VAPOUR OUT).
ProVent 200 Oil Separator Dimensions: 109mm width x 221mm height
Bracket mounting hole centre to centre 122mm
SAMPLE INSTALL ON A 3 LITRE PATROL

For further information contact:

WESTERN FILTERS
45 FORGE STREET
BLACKTOWN NSW 2148
MONDAY to FRIDAY: 7:30am - 5:00pm
SATURDAY: 7:30am - 12:00pm
TEL: (02) 9831 1715
FAX: (02) 9671 2212
EMAIL: enquiries@westernfilters.com.au
=== === === === === === === === === === === === === === === ===

HiTech 4x4 Specialists have the experience
and equipment to cater for everything 4WD.
Proprietors Chris and Ben Murphy
live, breathe and dream 4X4 vehicles.

Unit 1/29 Coombes Drive, PENRITH NSW 2750
Tel: 02 4721 7783 Fax: 02 4721 7784
Email: hitechvehicle@optusnet.com.au

www.hitech4x4

47

NATURE
LOVER
(A-Z of NSW National Parks)

ABERCROMBIE RIVER NATIONAL PARK
The Abercrombie River National Park is located about 40 kms
south-west of Oberon. The main feature of this park is the River
which is a major tributary of the Lachlan River and part of the
Murray-Darling system. The Retreat River and Silent Creek also
run through the park. Most of what is now included as national
park was previously state forest and crown land. Grazing was also
carried out in the area and there are reminders of this activity in
the way of old stockyards and huts.
Like much of the central west, the rivers and streams in this area
contained gold and were prospected during the gold rush days of
the 1800's.
For the 4WD'er, the park has an extensive network of tracks and it
is possible to reach some of the more remote and tranquil areas of
the park, as well as gaining access to some pleasant riverside
campsites. The Abercrombie River holds good stocks of trout and
is a popular spot for fishing.
All the tracks in the Park are designated 4WD only and a number
of these take you to the park's main points of interest. These
include The Sink and Silent Creek camping areas. There are a few
creek crossings as well as a couple of hill climbs which are steep
with loose gravel in some sections. Low range 4WD will
generally be required for a number of the steeper hills. It is best to
stay away from these areas if it has been raining. It is possible to
tow off-road camper trailers.
There are numerous campsites in the Park. There is the well
grassed area at Black Springs just outside the park. Camping
areas in the Park are Bummeroo Ford, The Sink and The Beach
which have limited room, and Silent Creek Camping Area for
larger groups. Bush camping is also permitted through the park
with some good sites beside the Abercrombie and Retreat Rivers.
The Park is a haven for wildlife. Wallabies, kangaroos and emus
can be seen all year round. Platypus live in isolated waterholes,
but you are most likely to see them at dawn or dusk. More than
60 species of birds live here including wedge-tail eagles.
The Park is available for camping, caravans, picnic areas, hiking,
trail biking, 4Wding, canoeing, fishing, and swimming. There is
also access for the disabled.
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Junior
Patrollers

NAME: Ethan (Chris B's Grandkid)

Hey kids, if you are age 4-12, send in a drawing
of your 4WD, favourite camp site, or something
you saw on a trip, and send it to
and if your picture is chosen for this page,
you can win a pencil case full of goodies.

AGE: 6

SUBJECT: How I like to go camping.

This Patrol has lost its GPS and
needs your help to get to the Club.

BIRD JOKES

Why do hummingbirds
hum?
They don't know the
words.
What goes "quick-quick"?
A duck with the hiccups.
Where does a 20 kg
parrot sit?
Anywhere it likes.
What do you get when
you cross a hummingbird
with a parrot?
A bird that can hum a
tune and sing the words
at the same time.
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FIND-A-WORD No 7
VIC TOWNS: When you find a word from the list below, draw a line through it. Words can be found ACROSS, DOWN,
DIAGONAL and BACKWARDS. When all the words are found, there will be 37 letters left over. These letters spell out a
sentence. The first correct entry sent to wins a "Cooking with Tommo" cook book. Only NPC members can enter. A
word has been crossed out to get you started. GOOD LUCK!

Y
S
B
A
C
C
H
U
S
M
A
R
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H
E
P
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N
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APOLLO BAY
APPIN
ARARAT
ASPLEY
AVOCA
BACCHUS MARSH
BALLAN
BALLARAT
BEAUFORT
BENALLA
BENDIGO
BIRCHIP
CAMPERDOWN
CASTERTON
CHARLTON
CHURCHILL
COBDEN
COBRAM
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I
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E

COBRICO
COHUNA
COLERAINE
CORRYONG
CRESWICK
DEAN
DERBY
DOCKER
DUNOLLY
EAGLEHAWK
ECHUCA
EUROA
FOSTER
FRANKSTON
GEELONG
HALLS GAP
HAMILTON
HATTAH
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R
O
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E
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A
P

HEALESVILLE
HEATHCOTE
HORSHAM
IRYMPLE
KANGAWALL
KATAMATITE
KERANG
KILMORE
KOOWEERUP
KORUMBURRA
KURNWILL
KYNETON
LAEN
LAH
LALBERT
LARA
LAVERS HILL
LEONGATHA

L
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LORNE
LORQUON
LURG
LYONS
MACARTHUR
MALDON
MARYBOROUGH
MELTON
MILDURA
MOE
MORWELL
MT BEAUTY
NAGAMBIE
NARIOKA
NHILL
NEWHAM
NYAH
NIRRANDA
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H
L
Y
E
A
B
A
E
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T
Y
B
C
C
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A
R
E
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L
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NYPO
OUYEN
PORTARLINGTON
RAGLAN
RALUANA
REDBANK
RYE
ST ARNAUD
SALE
SHEPPERTON
SORRENTO
SAWTELL
SUNBURY
SWAN HILL
TALLANGATTA
TERANG
TONGALA
TORQUAY

T
B
H
T
R
A
R
A
L
G
O
N
I
A
H
S
Y
T
U
A
E
B
T
M
S
N
O
Y
L

S
E
N
W
O
D
R
E
P
M
A
C
W
Y
A
B
H
A
T
A
R
A
W
A
L
P
A
O
A

50

C
R
E
S
W
I
C
K
Y
N
E
T
O
N
O
D
L
A
M
A
R
Y
B
O
R
O
U
G
H

TRAFALGAR
TRARALGON
UNDERA
WAIL
WALPA
WANGARATTA
WARATAH BAY
WARRACKNABEAL
WEDDERBURN
WERRIBEE
WYCHEPROOF
WYEEBO
YARRAM
YARRAWONGA
YEA

ANSWER:

Oct Answer: Queensland is the sunshine state. Oct Winner: Colleen I.

A
T
T
A
G
N
A
L
L
A
T
H
R
U
H
T
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A
C
A
M
E
L
T
O
N
E
N
E

Made by TS

CAMPING CHECKLIST
SAFETY


COLD FOODS


COOKING, ETC


PERSONAL


First Aid kit

Water

Stove & stand

Daywear

Torch & Batteries

Milk-Powder/long life

Gas cylinders (full)

Sleepwear

Portable Radio

Sauces – Tomato, BBQ

BBQ plate

Swimwear & towel

Maps

Butter / Margarine

BBQ tools

Footwear

Compass

Cold cuts

Matches / lighter

Rainwear / Jacket

EPIRB

Meats

Frying pan

Underwear

GPS

Vegetables

Saucepans & lids

Sunglasses

Spare Batteries

Fruits

Plates & Bowls

Reading glasses

Eggs

Mugs / cups

Hat

Drinks

Glasses

TENT


Cutlery

Tents & Poles
Pegs & Guy ropes

Vegetable peeler
DRY FOOD


TOILETRIES


Can opener

Medication

Spare pegs / guy ropes

Tea, Coffee, Sugar

Corkscrew

Salt water soap

Ground sheet / tarp

Salt & Pepper

Sharp knife (Sm & L)

Tooth brush & paste

Tent fly

Flour –Plain/Self Raising

Mixing bowl

Hair brush & Comb

Mallet

Oil

Tongs / Spatula

Deodorant

Seam sealer

Vegemite

Tea towels

Shampoo & Conditioner

Tent repair kit

Peanut Butter

Dishwashing liquid

Mirror

Rake

Tin Food

Water container

Bath towel

Broom / dustpan

Breakfast Cereal

Drink container

Face washer

Door mat for tent

Biscuit Snacks

Flask

Shaver

Cutting board

Shower cap

Portable fridge

Cosmetics

Plate drying rack

Sunscreen

BEDDING


MISCELLANEOUS


Sleeping bags

Portable toilet

Insect repellent

Sleep bag inner sheets

Portable shower

Toilet paper

Air Mattress

Portable wash machine

Tissues

Camp beds

Laundry detergent

Pillows

Rechargeable light

ENTERTAINMENT


Portable clothes line

Recharging Cables

Pegs

Phone

Daypack

Camera, Film & Batteries

Camp table

Sewing kit

Binoculars

Chairs

Garbage bags

Card games

Camp cupboard

Duct Tape

Books

Camp wardrobe

Bucket

Pens, pencils, paper

Kitchen table

Small shovel

Fishing gear

FURNITURE


Axe
Insect Spray
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75 Long Street, Smithfield NSW 2164 Ph (+612) 9616 7300

TRADE DIRECTORY

CURRENT ADVERTISING CHARGES
Full Page Outside Back Cover $425.00 pa
Half Page Outside Back Cover $225.00 pa
Full Page Inside Back Cover $400.00 pa
Full Page Inside Front Cover $400.00 pa
Business Card Ad $50.00 pa
Full Page Other $370.00 pa
Half Page Other $185.00 pa
Please contact Michael
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