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Nissan Patrol 4WD Club General Meetings 
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month  

at the Veteran Car Club 
134 Queens Road 

Five Dock  NSW  2046  

 

 

Club mail can be sent to: 
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club 

PO Box 249 
FIVE DOCK NSW 2046 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necess arily those of the Nissan 
Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc.  The Club and its  officers do not expect 

nor invite any person to act or rely on any stateme nt, opinion or advice. 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club website www.nissanpatrolclub.org  
includes a "members only" area with access to details of upcoming 
trips and other news/information not meant for public consumption.  
To be issued a user name and password to access the website, 
please send an e-mail with your name and home phone number to 
webmaster@nissanpatrolclub.org.   
Put "password required" in the subject area of the e-mail.  After we 
have verified your details, you will receive an e-mail with your log-in 
information. 
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NISSAN PATROL 4WD CLUB 
OF NSW & ACT INC. 
 
About the Club 

 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club was established in 1976 by a group of four-wheel drive enthusiasts 
from other clubs interested in pursuing common interests and activities in 4WD'ing, and aiming to 
give the Nissan Patrol its own identity.  No longer limited to the Nissan Patrol, the Club welcomes 
all types of four-wheel drives capable of completing our driver training course. 
 

In 2002, the Club fulfilled a long-held dream and purchased its own property of 94 hectares in the 
Windellema region near Goulburn.  The land is used for Club activities such as bush camping, 
driver training and social activities.  There is also a dam on the property which provides a reliable 
source of water for bush fire fighting. 
 

In May 2006, our initial idea of a large shelter/shed came into fruition and was finally completed.  
The shed acts as our bush classroom which allows us to easily host our Driver Training Courses.  It 
is also the place where we host our Xmas In July, Easter and Club Anniversary weekends, and is 
available for free camping by members at any time. 
 

 

 
Front 
View 
 

Back 
View 

 
 

The club atmosphere is, and always has been, to have fun and develop long lasting friendships from 
a wide variety of people from all over Sydney and the countryside. 
 

 

The club holds regular driver training days for all members, trips from 
one day to several weeks' duration (such as outback trips) and a variety 
of social activities. 
 

Club trips are graded depending on the degree of difficulty to cater for 
all levels of four-wheel driving.  On trips, the traditional “happy hour” 
and campfire provide a wonderful setting for swapping yarns, having a 
quiet drink and building solid friendships. 

 

We are strongly committed to “Access for All” (except ratbags) in our National Parks and State 
Forests, protecting the environment through responsible four-wheel driving and helping to 'Clean-
Up  Australia' by cleaning up our bushland. 
 

Since 1980 the Club has been hosting varying types of events for the general public to enjoy in their 
4WD’s.  In past years there were the annual Nissan Trials – which saw inter-club challenges testing 
the driving skills of both individuals and teams. 
 

In line with current community expectation and demand, the Club is 
running the Son of Trails and the Son of Trials Plus at River Island 
during mid-March and first weekend of November.  These events offer 
standard road registered vehicle owners, from learner drivers through to 
experienced 4WD’ers, the chance to participate in a number of 
challenging courses to fine tune their skills.  
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From the 
Editors 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to...  ON  PATROL, 
the newly named and overhauled magazine of the Nissan Patrol Club.  It has been taken 
in for a service, put on the hoist, has a tank full of diesel, a new set of muddies, and is now 
ready for detailing.  And it's in the detailing where we need your help. 
 
In this magazine, you will find a trailer load of stuff including the regular features such as 
the President's Report, Club Calendar, Trip Procedures and more. There are some new 
items such as "Junior Patroller" - a page for the littlies (& some biggies), "Nature Lover" - 
takes a look at some Aussie wildlife (so you can recognise it before you run over it), and a 
reconditioned Club Noticeboard.  PLUS there are some great prizes to be won. 
 
So please help us by sending in your trip reports and photos, share your hints, recipes, 
and your special occasions, or just enter a competition.  If you think something in this 
magazine needs a turbo boost or needs to be aired down, please let us know. 
 
We want to make this Magazine the one you can't get enough of. 
 
 Happy Reading! 
Iro & Tania  
(Ed & AssEd) 
 
 

 

Next magazine due 
8 OCTOBER 2013 

 

All articles for the next magazine MUST be sent in a  
Microsoft Word format and forwarded to 

editor@nissanpatrolclub.org 
by 24 SEPTEMBER 2013 

(anything sent after this date will be held for the following magazine). 
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The July Report from 

Madam President 
 

 

Well folks, this is my first President’s Report so I shall start off  by thanking my predecessor, 
Jon and those people who have stepped down from the Committee and welcome new 
Committee members (and old committee members to new roles). 
 

Things have been pretty busy since the AGM.  I am very keen to have the calendar filled with 
short trips and social get-togethers and I am happy to say we are off  to a pretty good start 
already.  Our new Trip Organiser, Richard, brings a wealth of  experience to the role and has 
some exciting new initiatives in the planning stages.  Please support Richard and the Club by 
taking part in the short trips that are now appearing on the calendar.  If  you have a weekend or 
day drive that you would like to share, please contact him at trips@nissanpatrolclub.org so 
that it can be put on the club calendar.  There are plenty of  experienced members who will 
gladly help you organise a trip if  you want any assistance – just ask. 
 

On the social front, Chris has already run a successful weekend at the Land over the June Long 
Weekend, culminating in a dinner dance at the Windellema Hall attended by over 40 club 
members.  It was a great event and will hopefully become a regular one too.  Chris is already 
starting the process for this year’s Xmas Party, and we will be changing a few things to avoid 
the issues encountered last year.  Watch for more details and get behind that – particularly 
members with younger kids.   
 

Later this month we will be holding a “movie night” down at the Land.  There will be a family 
movie, and more.  The Club will supply the popcorn and some supper, but it is one of  the few 
times when dinner at the Loaded Dog might not be viable, so it’ll be cook your own dinner.  
Please contact Chris at social@nissanpatrolclub.org to book in or for more information.  We 
will also be starting a series of  ‘Locked Shed’ weekends at the land. This is to give you the 
opportunity to get away for the weekend at your land. There is a lot to do or nothing depends 
on how you feel.   
 

While on the subject of  the Nissan Club property, I remind all that the Club’s By-Laws state 
that no dogs are allowed.  Please respect your fellow members and leave your pet at home as 
we do not want to be placed in the embarrassing position of  being asked to leave.  Remember 
that friends are always welcome, so bring them along as it is a great way to showcase our club.  
We do remind you however that non-members may only drive on the access tracks and not on 
the driver training tracks. 
 

If  you have anything that you would like to discuss with me about the Club, drop me an email 
president@nissanpatrolclub.org or call me.  
 

Regards, 
 

Rollanda  
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GET TO KNOW ... 
 

Club Member 
LYDIA  

 
 

HOBBIES: 
          Camping, the great outdoors of Australia. 
           I also knit and read. 
 

NPC MEMBER SINCE:   
          Sometime in the 1970's, I think. 
 

CLUB POSITIONS HELD:   
          Rubbish collector at Trials. 

 

 
 

FIRST CLUB TRIP:  
 I seem to remember it was "Ridge Top Tours" which was a TLCC trip.  I remember 
 an early NPC trip which involved winching.  Half trip members camped up at top - 
 half at bottom. Dunno where. 
 

FAVOURITE TRIP:   
 WA Desert (with Joe). 
 

MOST VISITED PLACE:   
 Victorian High Country (perhaps). 
 

WORST TRIP:   
 Forgotten of course.  Maybe a daytrip when I felt so ill (I had blood poisoning from a 
 leech bite on a leech bite from a trip the previous weekend). 
 

FUTURE TRIPS:   
 Whoever will take me. 
 

WHAT WAS THE CLUB LIKE AT THE START? 
 Old cars, people with not much money, lots of breakdowns, on the spot repairs. 
 

HOW MUCH SAY DID YOU HAVE WITH THE RUNNING OF THE CLUB? 
 No say in running of the Club.  I liked it the way it was. 
 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR CHANGES THAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE CLUB? 
 Kids coming, then not coming, now coming again.  We had to battle to take 
 grandkids to the Xmas party, always at Patonga.  We won.  We used to take 6 of 
 'em (now aged 33 to 28). 
 

WHAT I DON'T LIKE: 
 Loss of venues, locked gates - but keys are becoming available by paying.  Worth 
 every cent/dollar. 
 

WHAT THE CLUB MEANS TO ME: 
 Wonderful scenery, lots of fun, lovely company, happy times. 
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DRIVER TRAINING 
 

With Chris 
Driver Training Co-ordinator 

 
 
 

The Nissan Patrol 4WD Club provides free driver training to its members, which is included in your 
membership fee.  The Driver Training Course covers a comprehensive range of topics.  Some of these topics 
are Practical Driving over a variety terrain and obstacles, Basic Recovery Techniques, Advanced Driver 
Training, Advanced Recovery, and many more.  Our Sand Driver Training Course is usually held twice a 
year at Stockton Beach near Newcastle. 
 

Before you are permitted on a Club Trip, it is a condition of Club Membership that you complete the Club 
Driver Training Course, regardless of your prior 4WD'ing experience. 
 

The Driver Training Course is conducted on our own land near Goulburn, where a range of purposely built 
tracks give the course participants a variety of track surfaces.  Our Land also has facilities to conduct other 
educational functions, such as GPS Operation and First Aid.  Our Club shop is regularly at Driver Training 
selling top quality recovery gear, 4WD essentials and Club merchandise at very reasonable prices. 
 

Anyone who wishes to do the Recovery Refresher Course is most welcome to join any driver training 
Sunday.  Our driver trainers are looking forward to all our club members attending and revising the safety 
and recovery techniques that make our 4WDriving a safer and more enjoyable activity for all. 
 

See the Club Calendar for the next Driver Training weekend. 
 
 
 
 

 

WORKING BEES 
 

 

With Ken 
Land Manager 

And Chris 
Trials Co-ordinator 

 
 
 

Working bees sound like they would be a lot of hard work.  BUT, our club working bees are a lot of fun, 
with friendship, good food and usually very little work.  Regular working bees are held to help with land 
maintainence. 
 

At the Land, there is the opportunity to help establish new driver training tracks, assist with the shed, tank 
and toilet/shower facilities, have a chat around the fireplace and an excellent Saturday night dinner at “The 
Loaded Dog” in Tarago. 
 

At River Island, setting up for Son of Trials and Son of Trials Plus means searching new places for tracks, 
helping to create and being able to drive the tracks.  As an added bonus, there is camping near the river, 
opportunity for a swim, and talking with friends around the campfire. 
 

Please consider helping out at either site, and contact the organiser to enable them to organise work 
activities and catering. 
 

See the Club Calendar for the next Working Bee weekend. 
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CLUB CALENDAR 
 

Included are the dates of NSW School Holidays 
to help with your holiday planning. 

  
 
 

July 2013 
 

Sat 29th June to 
Sun 14th July 

 
NSW School Holidays  

 

 
Tues 2nd  

 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING:  
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre. Come along and 
be a part of the organising team for this major event. All members welcome! 

 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE: 
An afternoon of helpful information on how to 
prepare and check your vehicle for a trip.    

 
Sat 6th 

Held at Superior Offroad 4WD, 50 O'Connell Street, Smithfield.  Starting at 1.00pm. 
Bring your own chair.   

 
Sat 6th to 

Wed 10th July 

 
KOSCIUSKO TOURING: 
Grade C - Meeting at Yolde camp ground on the Snowy Hway Tumut.  This leisurely 
trip along Snowy Mountains Hway and Alpine Way, camping at Yolde, Geehi and 
Kosciuszko Mountain Retreat.   

 
Wed 10th 

 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome! 8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  

 
Sat 13th to 
Sun 14th  

 
DRIVER TRAINING:  
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip. To 
book into driver training or for any questions contact  

 

 
Thur 18th to 

Fri 2nd August 

 
THE KIMBERLEY AND GIBB RIVER ROAD:  
Grade C & W - A 16 day trip through the this magnificent and remote area of northern 
Australia. Starting from Kununurra this trip loops through the Kimberley region along 
the Gibb River Road visiting iconic sites such Wyndham, Mitchell Falls, Drysdale River 
and Fitzroy Crossing.   

 
Sat 20th to 
Sun 21st  

 
LAND WORKING BEE:  
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising.. 

 

 
Wed 24th  

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting. 8:00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre. All members welcome! 
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Sat 27th to 
Sun 28th 

 

 

MOVIE NIGHT IN THE SHED 
Enjoy a relaxing weekend at the Club Land, 

catch up with friends, have a drive around the land 
during the day and watch a movie or two at night. 

 
 
 
 
 

August 2013 
 

Thu 1st to 
Sat 31st August 

 
CAPE YORK:   
Grade C –Starting (and finishing) in Cairns, then on to Cape York and visiting some 
interesting sights along the way.   

 
Sat 3rd to 

Sun 4th August 

 
NSW HIGH COUNTRY SNOW DRIVE: 
Grade C (could turn into B depending on weather) - Meeting 9.00am at Tumbarumba 
(sth of Batlow) for a 2 day drive and camping in the Snowy Region.   

 
Tues 6th 

 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Fri 9th to 
Sun 11th 

 
Mid North Coast Caravan Camping 4WD Show: 
Wauchope Showground - www.ruralscene.com.au/  
 
GENERAL MEETING : 
Held at Ray’s Outdoors, Lidcombe (TBA)  

 

 
 

 
Wed 14th 

Visitors Welcome! This month’s meeting will be held at Ray’s Outdoors, Lidcombe. 
Doors open from 6:00pm for Shopping. The meeting will start at 7:00pm. Address: 
Rays Outdoors, 82 Parramatta Road, Lidcombe (cnr France St). 

 
Sat 17th to 
Sun 19th 

 
ADVANCED RECOVERY TRAINING - MODULE 5: 
 **All club members are encouraged to attend** 
This course will be held at The Land to teach advanced recovery 
techniques.  This is an extension of the Club's basic driver training 
course (Module 5) and is open to all members. 

 

 
 

Sat 24th to 
Sun 25th 

 
LAND WORKING BEE:  
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising. 

 
 

Sat 24th to 
Sun 25th 

 
RIVER ISLAND WORKING BEE: 
Help is needed to move the storage container into position.  Will also 
be checking and driving the Trials tracks.   

 
 

Wed 28th 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 
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September 2013 
 

Tues 3rd 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Fri 6th to 
Sun 8th 

 
Penrith Caravan Camping 4WD Show: 
Penrith Panthers - www.penrith.supershow.com.au/  

 
Wed 11th 

 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome! 8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  

 
Fri 13th to 
Sun 15th 

 
Orana Caravan Camping 4WD Show: 
Dubbo Showground - www.ruralscene.com.au/  
 

 
Sat 14th to 
Sun 15th 

 
ADVANCED DRIVER TRAINING - MODULE 4:  
This course will be held at Sunny Corner, just west of Lithgow to 
teach advanced driver skills over rough terrain, steep climbs and 
descents, together with numerous track building, recovery and 
guidance skills.  This is an extension of the Club's basic driver 
training course and is open to all members  

 

 

 
Sun 15th 

 
Land Rover Club Expo: 
Castle Hill Showground - www.landroverexpo.com.au/  

 
Sat 21st to 
Sun 6th Oct 

 
NSW School Holidays  

 
 

Sat 21st to 
Sun 22nd 

 
LAND WORKING BEE:  
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising.  

 
 

Wed 25th 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 

 
Sat 28th to 
Sun 29th 

 
GLEN DAVIS & MT AIRLY: 
Grade C - Explore Glen Davis, drive Gunshot Pass and Mt Airly Track.  Bring your 
walking shoes and camera for a walk to the lookout.  Must have front and rear 
recovery points and easily accessible snatch strap.   

 
 
 
 

October 2013 
 

Tue 1st 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along and 
be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Sat 5th to 
Mon 7th 

 
Labour Day Weekend 

 
Sat 5th to 
Mon 7th 

 
Willowglen 4x4 Challenge 
Tarago near Goulburn - www.tlcc.com.au  

 
Wed 9th 

 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome! 8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five 
Dock.  
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Sat 12th to 
Sun 13th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING:  
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.  

 
 

Fri 18th to 
Sun 20th 

 
4WD & Adventure Show: 
Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek - www.4wdshow.com.au/  

 
Sat 19th to 
Sun 20th 

 
SON OF TRIALS PLUS! WORKING BEE: (TBC) 
Preparation for the Son Of Trials PLUS at River Island.  Help is 
needed to clear bush for new tracks, as well as driving them.  Some 
maintenance on current tracks also required.  Chainsaws needed to 
assist with the bush clearing 

 

 
 

Wed 23rd 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 

 
Fri 25th to 
Sun 27th 

 
Canberra Caravan Camping 4WD Show: 
Exhibition Park, Canberra - www.canberrahomeshow.com.au  

 
Sat 26th to 
Sun 27th 

 
SON OF TRIALS PLUS! WORKING BEE: 
This is the final set-up weekend.  Help is needed to finalise the 
tracks, place bunting, etc 

 
 
 

November 2013 
 

Sat 2nd to 
Sun 3rd 

 
SON OF TRIALS PLUS!  It's the Son of Trials..with a little bit more!  
This event requires the maximum number of club members to make 
it a success.  Held at river Island on Wombeyan Caves Road, west 
of Mittagong.  See the website for more details. 

 

 
 

Tues 5th 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along 
and be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Fri 8th to 
Sun 10th 

 
South Coast Caravan Camping & Holiday Expo: 
McKay Park, Batemans Bay - www.southcoast.supershow.com.au/  
 
GENERAL MEETING: 
This month's meeting will be held at 
Superior Offroad 4WD, 50 O'Connell Street,  

 
Wed 13th 

Smithfield .  Doors open at 6pm.  Meeting starts at 7pm.  We must be out by 9pm. 
Visitors welcome.  Bring your own chair. 

 
Sat 16th to 
Sun 17th 

 
SAND DRIVER TRAINNING:  TO BE CONFIRMED 
This will be held at Stockton Beach to teach or revise driving on 
sand. This is an extension of the Club’s basic driver training 
course and is open to all members.  

 
 

Sat 23rd to 
Sun 24th 

 
LAND WORKING BEE:  
Help is needed with many of the projects happening down on our 
Land. Great camping and socialising.. 
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Sat 23rd to 
Sun 24th 

Toperi Challenge: 
Orange - www.canobolas4wd.com/  

 
Wed 27th 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Club Committee Meeting.  8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, 
Greenacre.  All members welcome. 

 
 
 

December 2013 
 

Tues 3rd 
 
SON OF TRIALS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00pm at Greenacre Citizens Hall, 202 Waterloo Road, Greenacre.  Come along 
and be part of the organising team for this major event.  All members welcome! 

 
Sat 7th to 
Sun 8th 

 
CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY: 
A fun family weekend 
 

 
 

Wed 11th 
 
GENERAL MEETING: 
Visitors Welcome! 8:00pm at the Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 Queens Road, Five 
Dock.  A short meeting followed by a social Xmas get together.  Bring a plate for 
supper. 

 
Sat 14th to 
Sun 15th 

 
DRIVER TRAINING:  TO BE CONFIRMED 
The Club’s free Driver Training is open to all members. You must 
complete the Driver Training course before going on a Club trip.  

 
 

Thur 19th to 
Tue 28th Jan 

 
 
NSW School Holidays 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2014  
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SON OF TRIALS PLUS 
 

  

  

  

 

Since the early 1990's, 
the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club  

was host to the annual  
Nissan Trials, which was  
an inter-club challenge  

testing the driving skills of  
both individuals and teams,  
and was one of the biggest 

events in the 4WD calendar. 
 

More recently,  
we have implemented the  

SON OF TRIALS and the  
SON OF TRIALS PLUS,   

both of which are friendly 
competitions designed for 

standard and slightly modified 
4WD's, with the emphasis on 
fun competition rather than 

hard-core action. 
 

Both events are held at River 
Island near Mittagong,  

the SON OF TRIALS is on  
in mid-March and the  

SON OF TRIALS PLUS is on the 
first weekend of November.  
For further information and 

entry details, check the 
Club Calender. 

 

 
Photos by Maarten  
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MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS FOR 2013. 
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TRIP LEADERS and NEW TRIPS 
 

4WD trips are the heart of our Club and we need more trips and more Trip Leaders.  
Trips can be for a day, weekend or even longer. 
 
If you've found a special place with great tracks, views, natural features, walks or a 
terrific camping spot then why not share it with like-minded friends from the Nissan 
Patrol 4WD Club who enjoy getting out into the bush as much as you do. 
 
Alternatively, you could organise a non-4WD event such as a winery tour, river cruise, 
scenic walks around Sydney or to places of historic interest. 
 
If you would like to lead a trip, please contact the Trip Organiser  
 
 

Cheers, 
 
 

Richard  
Trip Co-ordinator 
Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc. 

  

 
 
 
 

BOOKING ON A CLUB TRIP  
 
• You are required to book in on any Club trip you 

wish to attend by contacting the Trip Leader. 
 

• Introduce yourself and discuss with them your 
vehicle capabilities and level of driving skills. 

 
• Leave a contact number. 

 
• You must reconfirm your participation in the trip 

a few days before departure. 
 

• If you must cancel, contact the trip leader at the 
earliest possible time, so reserves can take your 
place and no-one is waiting for you where 
mobile phones don’t work. 
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TRIP 
CLASSIFICATION  

 

 

A 

 
This class of trip is considered to be extremely difficult.  Participants will 

have to be experienced at travelling over difficult terrain.  Winching 
and/or towing will almost definitely be required.  Participants will be 

required to bring along a certain amount of recovery equipment.  The trip 
leader will have the right to reject a request from someone who is 

considered under-experienced. 
 

 

B 
 

This type of trip is considered a moderate to difficult trip.  Some winching 
and/or towing will almost certainly be required.  Under extreme weather 

conditions this trip could develop into a Class “A” trip. 
 

 
 

C 
 

This classification is considered a moderate trip.  Various sections of this 
trip will require cautious driving in order to negotiate it, but in most 
circumstances, winching should not be necessary.  Under extreme 

weather conditions this trip could develop into a Class “B” trip. 
 

 

D 
 

This trip is considered a relatively easy trip.  It is unlikely that any 
winching and/or towing will be required. 

 
 

E 
 

This trip is considered very easy with little or no four-wheel driving 
involved. This type of trip will usually consist of either an easy-to-get-to 

base camp or a series of scenic tours. 
 

 

W 
 

 
Definitely, the most hideous of all trip classification, where you actually 

need to get out of your vehicle and walk to the desired destination. 
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UHF CB RADIO 

CHANNEL ALLOCATION 
  

 
 

USED FOR CHANNEL/S COMMENTS 
 

Calling 
(Established by law) 

 

11 
 

To call or locate another station. Parties then switch to 
a conversation channel. 
 

 

Conversations 
 

9 
12-17 
19-21 
24-30 

39 

 

Used for conversation between stations. 
 

 

Highway 
Communications 

 

40 
 

 

Mainly used by truck drivers and other highway users. 
 

 

Caravaners, 
Campers 

 

18 
 

Holiday Maker's communication channel. (eg when in 
convoy) 
 

 

4WDrivers 
 

10 
 

Used by 4WD enthusiasts, clubs, convoys and in 
national parks. 
 

 

Emergency Calling 
(Established by law) 

 

5 
 

 

Can be used by anyone in an emergency situation 
only. 
 

 

Repeaters 
 

 

1-8 
31-38 

 

 

In duplex mode repeaters need two channels to work. 
Receives on channels 1-8.  Transmits on channels 31-
38 automatically. When within range of a repeater, it 
will increase the communication difference.  Operation 
in simplex mode on these channels is not permitted 
when in range of a repeater. 
 

 

Data Transmissions 
(Established by law) 

 

22, 23 
 

 

No voice transmissions allowed on these two 
channels. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
21 

 

CONVOY 
PROCEDURE  

 
 

For the benefit of new members and as a reminder to old members, convoy 
procedure on any NISSAN CLUB outing is as follows: 
 

• The trip leader will ensure that the group on the outing is self-sufficient and should only call 
on outside bodies for assistance with recovery as a last resort. 

 

• No driver will drive in a manner - or at a speed - that could endanger himself or any other 
person or vehicle. 

 

• In hazardous areas it is the responsibility of the following driver to ensure that the previous 
vehicle has passed through the hazard before proceeding. 

 

• It is the responsibility of all drivers to maintain (visual) contact with the following vehicle, 
especially at intersections. 

 

• Persons leaving the convoy must notify the Trip Leader and, if possible, give details of their 
intentions. 

 

• On trips including two or more vehicles, each vehicle will remain in a designated position in 
the convoy and not overtake the vehicle in front unless the driver of that vehicle slows down 
and signals the overtaking vehicle to pass. 

 

• It is the responsibility of the Trip Leader to ensure that all drivers of all vehicles in the 
convoy are aware of any deviations in the route. 

 

• No driver will park or drive in the reverse direction to the hazard of other vehicles. 
 

• If a driver is trying to contact the rest of the group he will turn on his headlights. This is the 
signal for the rest of the drivers to stop. 

 

• All gates must be left in the manner in which they are found. The second vehicle in the 
convoy must pull over and wait for all vehicles to pass and then rejoin the convoy after 
ensuring that the gate is left as it was found. 

 

• When any form of recovery is in progress all those not directly involved in the rescue 
operations must keep well clear and at a safe distance. Parents are particularly asked to 
keep their children at a safe distance . 

 

• The use of radio transmitters does not replace convoy procedure. 
 

The trip leader will remind all drivers that convoy procedure should be 
followed before moving off. 
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SPECIAL 
ANNOUNEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott 
 

who celebrated his 16th Birthday 
on 22nd May, 

and got his 'L' plates 
on 1 July (first go). 

 

 
 

If you have a special announcement that you would like to share 
(special birthday, engagement, wedding, birth of child/grandchild, 

getting your L or P plates, or even a new vehicle) 
then contact editor@nissanpatrolclub.org 
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Tasmania 
1 to 22 April 2013 

 

 

Participants 
Chris & Lydia 
Brett & Cindy 

Maarten & Ann 
Pat 

Tony & Carol 
Trevor & Eve 

Rick & Brenda 
 

 
 
Tuesday, 2 April 
After spending the Easter weekend in the Victorian High Country with Chris, Lydia, 
Maarten & Ann, we arrived in Melbourne on Monday 1st April.  The Spirit of Tasmania 
arrived from Devonport at 6pm and after we drove on board we settled in for the night.  
And what a night it was!  Our cabin was on level 8, in the middle of the boat, right 
underneath the bridge.  Not a good place to be when the swell is 3m plus!  We survived 
the night with hardly any sleep and, after disembarking in Devonport, drove to the nearest 
McDonalds for brekkie.  After a very long wait in the queue we’ve come to the conclusion 
that McDonalds Devonport doesn’t have a fast food policy as they only have 1 person 
serving a boat load of people.  
 
Shopping followed our breakfast as we had to stock up on food we couldn’t bring into 
Tasmania.  We then headed south west to Sheffield, where we enjoyed the numerous 
murals.  Next stop was Cradle Mountain National Park. 
 
The campsite at Cradle is extremely well laid out.  Every campsite is in its own little bush 
setting.  The camp kitchen is really good as well as it has 2 big fireplaces and lots of space 
for cooking and lounging around.  
 
The weather at Cradle was, as expected, freezing with the occasional drizzle.  Some 
people in our group went to Dove Lake whilst some of us spent the afternoon doing 
laundry after our trip to the High Country. 
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Wednesday, 3 April 
We left Cradle Mountain and made our way north to Burnie where we stopped for morning 
tea.  Our next stop for the day was Stanley where we had excellent fish & chips for lunch.  
The afternoon activities were kicked off by taking the lazy option, the chairlift, to the top of 
The Nut.  Following The Nut we made a stop at Stanley cemetery then drove to Highfield 
House, the residence of Edward Curr, chief agent of Van Diemen’s Land Co.  
 
Our campsite for the night was at Montegu Recreational Reserve – a great spot facing 
Robbins Island. 
 
We celebrated Lydia’s birthday after dinner – she turned 87 years young today, and still 
keeping us in line.  Happy birthday Lydia! 

 

      
 

      
 

      
 
 

Thursday, 4 April 
A short trip from our campsite at Montegu brought us to Woolnorth where we spent 3 hours 
in the company of Helen Schuuring, our guide.  Woolnorth is owned by Van Diemen’s Land 
Co.  Apart from the windfarm on the property we saw farming operations, the historic 
shearing shed, Director’s Lodge, and Cape Grim.  
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After our tour we drove to Manuka campground at Arthur River where we spent the night. 

 

      
 

      
 
 

 
Friday, 5 April 
Our first stop for the day was Edge of the World, just south of Arthur River.  The weather 
was overcast & cold, but not raining.  We kept driving south to Sarah Ann Rocks and, after 
that, started the Balfour track.  
 
One can certainly see that Tasmania is currently very dry as most of the mud holes on the 
Balfour track were dry.  I’m sure Dave would have made it through ‘his’ mud hole with no 
issues! 
 
Our campsite for the night was Corinna, next to the Pieman River.  We had a great dinner 
at Corinna Hotel and afterwards spent the night fighting the fat possums who were having 
a jolly good time with Chris’ garbage bag. 
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Saturday, 6 April 
A foggy start to the day saw us crossing the Pieman River in the Fatman Barge shortly 
after 9am.  
 
Our drive to Trial Harbour was uneventful and once there we had morning tea.  We could 
see bushfire smoke in the general direction of Climes track and we were wondering to 
ourselves whether we’d be able to drive the track when a helicopter started flying over us, 
collected sea water in a bucket, then flew off to fight the fires!  
 
As we took the Climes track turn off we could see a lot of smoke ahead of us.  Chris & 
myself were discussing our options on the radio when we were interrupted by a fireman 
who told us we’ll be unaffected by the fire.  They were doing back burning, which got a bit 
out of control.  The fireman was subsequently talking to the helicopter pilot on channel 10, 
which entertained us for a while. 
 
Climes track is certainly a great track to drive.  The highlight was crossing Granite Creek, 
which, driving from south to north has a very sharp right hand turn followed by a steep hill 
right next to the cliffs.  Crossing Granite Creek is challenging in itself as you are 
negotiating big rocks right next to a waterfall.  
 
All made it safely over Granite Creek and we continued north to Granville Harbour where 
we took the road to Zeehan.  We all had dinner at Zeehan Hotel where we saw the fire 
fighters and helicopter pilots again having dinner as well. 
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Sunday, 7 April 
Our first stop for the day was the Spray Tunnel which we had to walk as it’s been closed 
off for vehicles.  We then drove to Montezuma Falls via Melba flats track.  The track had a 
lot of potholes but the scenery was excellent.  As it is a disused railway line the gradient 
was flat and we drove through some really deep railway cuttings.  Chris spotting a mine 
entrance complete with railway lines.  We walked in but couldn’t go very far.  The only way 
to see Montezuma falls (Tasmania’s highest falls at 104m) is to cross the river on a 
suspension bridge – not for the faint hearted!  
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Our way back to the bitumen was via the Ring River track, which is rated extreme grade 4.  
The track wasn’t too bad at all even though it was a bit slippery in places. Luckily for us we 
were going downhill.  Crossing the Ring River was no issue either, thanks to the recent dry 
weather in Tasmania.  
 
Our campsite for the night is Strahan Caravan Park. 

 

      
 

      
 
 
 

Monday, 8 April 
Our first free day of the trip.  Chris, Lydia, Mum, Dad, Brett & myself spent the day in a 
train carriage on the Abt Railway.  Trevor, Eve, Tony, Carol & Pat did a jet boat ride up the 
King River, whilst Rick & Brenda spent the day on a boat cruising Macquarie Harbour. 
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Tuesday, 9 April 
We drove to Queenstown, and went to the Abt Railway station to see the train depart.  A 
few went in search of a coffee, whilst others ended up inside the Abt Railway workshop 
where maintenance work was being done on a steam locomotive.  Our guide Darren gave 
us a good insight in the history & maintenance of the Abt railway line and what future 
works were planned for this coming winter. 
 
Driving south out of Queenstown we headed to Bird River Bridge.  The road to the bridge 
is another disused railway line with deep cuttings and plenty of tree ferns next to the road. 
 
Back in Queenstown we stopped briefly to enjoy the barren hillsides then continued to 
Lake St Clair.  According to Chris the camping situation had changed a lot since 2010, as a 
lot of new cabins have been built and the tent sites have been reduced quite a lot.  
 
A few of us had an excellent dinner at the Derwent Bridge Hotel and we certainly enjoyed 
the warm fire before retreating to the campground for the night.  

 

      
 
 
 

Wednesday, 10 April 
Our first stop for the day was The Wall in the Wilderness, 10 minutes from Lake St Clair.  
Local artist Greg Duncan is carving the history of the region into Huon pine panels 3m high 
by 1m wide, and once completed the wall will be 100m long.  After having morning tea at 
Tarraleah Bakery we drove the Florentine Track where we saw tree logging in progress.  
We camped at Mt Field National Park for the night and, after having a very overcast day, it 
finally started to drizzle just before sunset.  
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Thursday, 11 April 
We walked to Russell Falls before driving up the mountain to the Mt Field ski fields.  We 
met a Dutch guy who has been touring around the world in his Land Cruiser, taking it from 
country to country.  Little was our surprise when he told us how difficult it was to bring his 
vehicle into Australia where paperwork took 7 days to be processed, compared to an 
average of 4 hours around the world!!  Our lunch has been the usual pie stop at a bakery, 
this time at New Norfolk.  
 
Instead of taking the bitumen to nearby Hobart we took Jeffreys track, which didn’t take 
very long to drive at all.  Back on the black top we headed to Hobart where most of us got 
cabins for the next 2 nights – what luxury it is to be able to walk to the toilet in the middle 
of the night without freezing! 
 
Late afternoon Brett found a few tiny holes in our car radiator.  Luckily we were in 
civilisation, and shops were close by in case we run out of ground black pepper. 

 

      
 



 
31 

 

      
 
 
 

Friday, 12 April 
It was clear blue skies when we left the Caravan Park, heading to Mt Wellington.  All made 
it to the top except us who had to stop half way up the hill – the car was overheating which 
indicated the pepper wasn’t doing its job plugging the holes.  Brett had a quick look and 
this was confirmed, the radiator was leaking again.  Once the car cooled down we added 
quite a lot of pepper to the radiator then drove to Mt Nelson Signal Station south of Hobart.  
We enjoyed the views and had scones & milkshakes for morning tea.  The car was fine for 
the moment, so we relaxed a bit.  
 
Before everybody drove in their own directions for the afternoon, we stopped at the 
Antarctic Division HQ.  Unfortunately Scott D wasn’t on the trip to give us any running 
commentary, or to fish out that famous plaque with his name on it!  Next time Scotto, next 
time… 
 
For some, the afternoon was spent tasting drinks at Cascade Brewery then walking along 
Franklin Wharf.  Brett spotted an ice breaker and we were very happy to see it up close. 
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Saturday, 13 April 
Another overcast start to the day.  We left Hobart and drove south to Huonville where a 
Woolworths stop was made.  Upon checking the radiator Brett found it was leaking again.  
We couldn’t understand why the pepper wasn’t plugging the holes until later on in the day 
when Brett found the radiator shroud was rubbing on the radiator, causing the holes.  The 
rubbing subsequently kept the holes open, not giving the pepper a chance to plug the 
holes at all.  
 
In drizzling weather we walked the Tahune Airwalk, admiring the huge trees and also the 
great view of the Huon River from the cantilever.  To warm up we had (another) pie for 
lunch before heading south again to Cockle Creek where we camped for the night.  
 
Armed with ‘Knead-It’ (thank you Chris!) Brett started working on removing the radiator 
shroud so he could plug the holes permanently.  Luckily the tarp was erected when we 
arrived as it started raining shortly thereafter – a sign for what was to come. 
 
Luckily the rain stopped after a short while and before long the radiator was plugged.  Time 
for dinner and a warm car shower! 

 

      
 

      
 
 
 

Sunday, 14 April 
Benefits of sleeping in your car are numerous.  Don’t have to pack away a wet tent, don’t 
have to unpack half your car, and you don’t have to spend the night listening to rain 
bucketing down on the tent…  Needless to say we woke up to a few items that got blown 
around or drenched overnight and we weren’t aware of any of it.  
 
A short drive further south brought us to a whale sculpture and the end of the road – 
literally.  This is as far south as you can drive in Tasmania.  
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The whale was certainly popular for photos and afterwards we started the drive north to 
Kettering where we crossed over to Bruny Island on the Mirambeena ferry.  
 
Our first stop on Bruny Island was the Cape Bruny Lighthouse.  Chris planned to camp the 
night at Cloudy Corner campsite, but since it’s only beach access we needed to wait for 
low tide which was late afternoon.  Cloudy Corner campsite was a great location, definitely 
well worth the effort of waiting for low tide.  

 

      
 

      
 

 
Monday, 15 April 
Lucky for us low tide was early morning, so we could get back on the road at the usual 
starting time.  
 
After stopping at the Captain Cook Monument at Cookville, we stopped at Narrowneck to 
enjoy the views.  We got back on the ferry around midday and once again headed to 
Hobart where we drove through to get to Tasman Peninsula.  A few scenic stops along the 
way brought us to Federation Chocolate and yes, we bought a good supply!  
 
Fortescue Bay was our campground for the next 2 nights, which is a great spot indeed.  
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Tuesday, 16 April 
Blue skies, no wind & calm seas greeted us in the morning, a perfect start to the day!  We 
drove to Port Arthur where we checked in for our Tasman Island Cruise, a 3 hour cruise 
from Eaglehawk Neck, travelling south along the Tasman Peninsula to Tasman Island, then 
Port Arthur when our boat trip concludes.  
 
Within minutes of departing we saw bottlenose dolphins who entertained us for a while.  
Other animals spotted were New Zealand Fur Seals, Australian Fur Seals, a Shy Albatross 
or 2, and Black-faced Cormorants.  
 
A few of us spent the afternoon at Port Arthur taking in the history of the area.  Late 
afternoon we all met at Eaglehawk Neck on the beach as it is a popular spot to see 
penguins.  Even though we only saw 4 we still enjoyed them waddling up the stairs in front 
of us towards their burrows. 
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Wednesday, 17 April 
After departing Fortescue Bay, we stopped at Dunalley Bakery to support the local 
community after the January bushfires, which destroyed 60 buildings.  We then explored 
Richmond (home of Australia’s oldest bridge), Oatlands (home of the Callington Mill), Ross 
(wool museum), then headed east to Freycinet National Park where we camped at 
Richardson Beach.  
 
I really love the campsites at Richardson Beach.  The sites are situated along the beach 
with little or no direct access between each site, allowing for privacy.  Each site also has 
beach access which is a great spot for enjoying the view of The Hazards. 

 

      
 

      



 
36 

 
Thursday, 18 April 
A free day at Freycinet National Park.  We spent the morning in Bicheno doing laundry and 
by the time we got back to camp the wind and rain had set in.  After a lunch of fish & chips 
we spent a lazy afternoon reading and sleeping. 
 
Dinner was at the local pub, since nobody could be bothered to cook in the wind and rain. 

 

      
 
 
 

Friday, 19 April 
The wind was howling all night long, and rain fell heavy at times.  Needless to say it was a 
quick pack up in the morning then we helped Maarten & Ann with their tent whilst the rain 
had stopped.  The weather had certainly changed against us but we couldn’t go home 
without some true Tasmanian sunshine.  
 
We drove up Elephant Pass to St Marys where we had morning tea.  Although we wanted 
to go the Bay of Fires we cancelled as the wind was too strong, opting for a pub lunch at 
Pub in the Paddock. 
 
When we got to St Columba Falls it was drizzling but it didn’t stop us from walking the 
short distance to the bottom of the falls.  
 
We camped at Scottsdale where to our delight was hot showers!  It had been installed 
since the 2010 trip lead by the Rosies’ and certainly warmed us up as it was a cold night 
once the sun disappeared. 
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Saturday, 20 April 
After taking photos of woodcarvings in Scottsdale, we headed north to Bridport.  Our 
destination was Double Sandy Point Conservation Area where we were driving along the 
beach from Bridport to Bellingham.  All was good until we came across a vehicle stuck in a 
stream on the beach.  They were well & truly stuck, and the shovel they had was of no use 
at all.  After joining 2 snatch straps and a quick pull with Chris’ car they were out and on 
their way again.  
 
After an early lunch on the beach we drove to Low Head lighthouse and headed across 
the Tamar to Beaconsfield where some spent an hour or two walking through the mine 
museum.  Our destination for 2 nights was Legana and all except Pat booked into cabins.  

 

      
 

      
 
 
 

Sunday, 21 April 
Ben Lomond National Park was on the cards for the morning.  Unfortunately low cloud set 
in but lucky it didn’t spoil our view from Jacobs Ladder, a road zig-zagging up the mountain 
to the ski fields. 
 
Needless to say it was freezing at the top and there was a bit of snow lying on the ground.  
Chris didn’t hesitate to start pelting snow balls at cars as they came around the final corner 
of Jacobs Ladder.  
 
All were looking forward to a hot drink at the hotel located at the ski fields but they were 
closed.  We headed back down Jacobs Ladder and off to Launceston where a free 
afternoon was spent. 
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Monday, 22 April 
Our final day in Tasmania.  After exploring Woolmers Estate we headed to Deloraine for 
lunch and were hopeful to spot a platypus or two in the stream, but lady luck wasn’t on our 
side.  It started raining just before lunch and was certainly setting in for a while.  
 
As we had to be back in Devonport by 5pm for the Spirit of Tasmania, we spent the 
afternoon exploring the area around Devonport whilst others went hunting for raspberries 
at the local raspberry farm.  Back in Devonport we lined up with vehicles whom had 
competed in Targa Tasmania and back on the Spirit we settled in once again, this time with 
swells of approx. 1.5m high for the trip back to Port Melbourne.  
 
Thank you Chris for leading a fantastic trip!  We’ll certainly be going back to Tasmania to 
explore the areas we missed out on and to buy more chocolate from Federation 
Chocolate! 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 

Report by Cindy. 
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 Roothy  
 
 

AT 

 
Saturday, 11 May 2013 

      
            Chris and Roothy          Superior Boys:  Scott, Chris, Roothy, Ray & Alex        "Roothy Approved !!" 
 

       
                          Nissan Patrol Club                                        Ray, Paulie & Roothy with Signed Toyota 
 

    
    Roothy and Fiona                and Richard                                   and Iro                                and Scotty 
 

   
                    The Business                         Arranging Some Business                  The Serious Business 
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4WD'ing Tips 
for Dummies 

 

Part One 
 

THE DRIVER 

 
 

• Nothing makes a task harder to do than knowing that you don't have sufficient 
experience to cope with unexpected or serious problems, especially when you are 
on your own. 

 

• Think safety, tread lightly and concentrate. 
 

• Using a flag in sand dunes increases your safety because others can see you more 
easily. 

 

• Travelling with more experienced four-wheel drivers is a great way to learn the skills 
without the fear of getting stranded. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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8, 9 & 10 
JUNE 
2013 

 

 

 

  

For "Xmas in July", it's a little too soon 
That's why we call it "Xmas in June". 
 
The Queen's Birthday weekend starts all this biz 
So raise a glass and let's toast - Happy Birthday to Liz. 
 
The Patrol club is celebrating its birthday as well 
It began 37 years ago with Graeme & Lydia. 
 
The Nissan Club land is where we will be 
And the best part of all - camping is free. 
 
One arrived Friday while the sun was still bright 
A few more set up camp well into the night.   

 

  

  

Most arrived early on Saturday morning 
To enjoy a weekend of anything not boring. 
 
They came with their tents, campers and vans 
But it was a bit too chilly to work on the tan. 
 
We set up our camp and tied everything down 
Then into our trucks, we headed for town. 
 
To the Auction and Fete for Windellema School 
To bid on furniture and boots, vouchers and tools. 
 
We left the Auction, though little was spent 
A quick run back to camp, then to "The Dog" we went. 

 

  

We ordered our meals and everyone ate 
The food was so good, nothing was left on a plate. 
 
Back to the shed and it was all just the same 
The kids grouped together to play a few games. 
 
A chat and a laugh was had by the fire 
Then one by one, we began to retire. 
 
Off to bed now, time to end all this play 
To wake up early for another busy day. 
 
More people arrived Sunday when the day had begun 
To catch up with friends and join in the fun. 
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We went for long walks, the kids went for rides 
Then played a game where one had to hide. 
 
The clearing of trees, for help we had lots 
To work on tracks named Jason and Scott. 
 
The Browne kids were drawing and colouring in 
To enter a comp with prizes to win. 
 
A drive around camp to show guests our block 
And the other Schembri got stuck on a rock. 
 
A quick shower, a change and then off we go 
For a joint Xmas/Birthday celebration with a show. 

 

  

Back at the hall, more members were there 
We said our hellos, then picked out our chairs. 
 
Windellema Progress Hall supplied us with dinner 
A delicious 3 course meal is not making me thinner !! 
 
Pumpkin soup, roast meat and vegies galore 
Then apple pie and ice cream, just makes me want more. 
 
Jivehouse entertained us with many a song 
They were so good and we all sang along.  
 
The music played on and it gave us the chance 
To let down our hair and have a great dance.   

 

  

  

Songs like Nut Bush, Time Warp and The Love Shack 
We were happy to be here than out on the track. 
 

Nicole tried to get everyone up on their feet 
Then Rollanda thanked all there in her speech. 
 

For everyone here, it was a wonderful show 
And I'm sad to say that it's now time to go. 
 

A special note of thanks to Christopher B 
For organising this weekend, you've not let us down. 
 

To Windellema and Jivehouse, let's give them a cheer 
We hope to see you all again,  

same time, same place, next year. 

TS 

  

Thank you to everyone 
who joined in and did your 
bit to make this weekend 

so enjoyable.   
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TOP TIPS & 

HANDY HINTS  
AT CAMP 

 
On the beach... 
To prevent your tent awning poles from sinking 
into the sand, place the ground end of the pole 
in a strong plastic cup. 
 
 
In the caravan... 
When the van is not in use, reduce the amount 
of heat coming through the windows by using a 
foil sun protector cut to size. 
 
 
With the kids... 
Always pack a board game, a deck of cards or a 
puzzle book.  This will keep them (and you) 
entertained if it starts to rain. 

 

AT HOME 
In the kitchen... 
Use an ice cream container in your pantry to 
store any small jars (such as herbs & spices) to 
prevent them from toppling over.  It is also very 
easy to pull out and see exactly what you’re 
after. 
 
In the bathroom... 
Lightly rub dry soap on your mirrors, then wipe 
off with a dry soft cloth.  This will prevent your 
mirrors from fogging up with steam.  Lasts up to 
two weeks. 
 
In the laundry... 
DO NOT use fabric softener on your towels.  It 
gives the fibres a waxy coating which makes the 
towels waterproof.  Use only a liquid wool wash 
in warm water. 

 

Cook up a Chook 

 
From This 

Easy 
Chicken 

Risotto 

 
To This 

Ingredients 
 
6 Chicken thigh fillets (diced)  
2 packs Chicken & Vegetable rice 
1 can Cream of Chicken Soup 
1 cup water 
 
 
This delicious and simple dish can 
easily be made on a camp stove. 

 

Can feed 4 
 

Use a large pan, fry the chicken pieces until brown, then 
place on paper towel and put aside. 
Using the same pan, cook the rice as directed on the pack  
(on stove top - not in microwave). 
Add the Cream of Chicken soup and water and stir until 
creamy, then add the chicken pieces. 
Turn down the heat and simmer for 10 minutes, stirring 
occasionally.  Serve and enjoy. 
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PHOTO 
COMPETITION 

 
 

Each competition will start and end with each quarterly magazine. 
The next subject is... 

"AROUND THE CAMPFIRE" 
 

RULES: 
1.  Only members of NPC can enter. 

2.  Limit 2 photos per person. 
3.  Details of who took the photo, when and where  

the photo was taken must be included. 
4.  Members of all ages can enter. 

 
A voucher from Tom Saade's Camera House Parramatta for 

10% OFF POSTER PRINTS  OR  20% OFF CANVAS PRINTS 
OR    25 FREE (6"x4") PRINTS  
will be awarded to the winning entry. 

Entries must be e-mailed to editor@nissanpatrolclub.org 
by 24 SEPTEMBER 2013.  No late entries will be taken. 

The winner will be notified by e-mail. 
The winning entry will appear in the next magazine. 

Judges decision is final. 
(NOTE:  The Judges will be a group of lovely ladies that are not associated with the Club.) 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 

ALEX C 
 

Winner from the April Magazine 
Subject:  KIDS 

 

 
 

SPECIAL THANKS to 
Tom Saade's Camera House, 

Shop 2101, Level 2, Westfield Parramatta, 
for donating the prize, 

and to Mark R. for organising it all. 
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HiTech 4x4 Specialists have the experience  
and equipment to cater for everything 4WD. 

Proprietors Chris and Ben Murphy 
live, breathe and dream 4X4 vehicles. 

 

 
 

Unit 1/29 Coombes Drive, PENRITH NSW 2750 
Tel: 02 4721 7783 Fax: 02 4721 7784 

Email: hitechvehicle@optusnet.com.au 
www.hitech4x4  
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NATURE 
LOVER 

  
 

The BILBY 
 

The term bilby is a loanword from the Yuwaalaraay Aboriginal 
language of northern New South Wales, meaning long-nosed rat. 
It is known as dalgite in Western Australia, and the nickname 
pinkie is sometimes used in South Australia.  The Wiradjuri of 
New South Wales also call it bilby.   
 

Bilbies have the characteristic long bandicoot muzzle and very long ears.  They are about 29–55 cm 
in length. Compared to bandicoots, they have a longer tail, bigger ears, and softer, silky fur.  The 
size of their ears allows them to have better hearing as well.  They are nocturnal omnivores that do 
not need to drink water, as they get all the moisture they need from their food, which includes 
insects and their larvae, seeds, spiders, bulbs, fruit, fungi, and very small animals.  Most food is 
found by digging or scratching in the soil, and using their very long tongues. 
 

Unlike bandicoots, they are excellent burrowers and build extensive tunnel 
systems with their strong forelimbs and well-developed claws.  A bilby 
typically makes a number of burrows within its home range, up to about a 
dozen; and moves between them, using them for shelter both from predators 
and the heat of the day.  The female bilby's pouch faces backwards, which 
prevents her pouch from getting filled with dirt while she is digging. 
 

Bilbies have a very short gestation period of about 12 – 14 days, one of the 
shortest among mammals.  
 

Bilbies are slowly becoming endangered because of habitat loss and change as well as the 
competition with other animals.  There is a national recovery plan being developed for saving these 
animals: this program includes breeding in captivity, monitoring populations, and re-establishing 
bilbies where they once lived. 
 

There have been reasonably successful moves to popularise the bilby as 
a native alternative to the Easter Bunny by selling chocolate Easter 
Bilbies (sometimes with a portion of the profits going to bilby 
protection and research).  Reintroduction efforts have also begun, with a 
successful reintroduction into the Arid Recovery Reserve in South 
Australia in 2000, and plans underway for a reintroduction into 
Currawinya National Park in Queensland, with a recent success with six 
bilbies released into the feral-free sanctuary in early February 2006.  
 

Successful reintroductions have also occurred onto Peron Peninsula in Western Australia as a part 
of Western Shield.  Successful reintroductions have also occurred on other conservation lands, 
including islands and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy's Scotia and Yookamurra Sanctuaries.  
There is a highly successful bilby breeding program at Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre,  
near Perth, Western Australia. 
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Junior 
Patrollers 

Hey kids, if you are age 4-12, send in a drawing 
of your 4WD, favourite camp site, or something 

you saw on a trip, and send it to  
editor@nissanpatrolclub.org  

and if your picture is chosen for this page, 
you can win a pencil case full of goodies. 

 NAME: Holly (G'daughter of Chris B)   AGE: 11   SUBJECT: Camping in the bush with a big camp fire. 
This Patrol has lost its GPS and 

needs your help to get to the Club. 

                                                                                 

 

INSECT JOKES 

 Where do worms prefer to 
shop? 
In the Big Apple. 
 

What's black and hairy 
with orange spots, has 
eight legs and four eyes? 
I don't know, but it's 
crawling up your back. 
 

Why do spiders spin a web? 
Because they don't know 
how to knit. 
 

Did the worms enter 
Noah's Ark in pairs? 
No - in apples. 
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FIND-A-WORD No 5 
NSW TOWNS:  When you find a word from the list below, draw a line through it.  Words can be found ACROSS, 
DOWN and BACKWARDS.  When all the words are found, there will be 37 letters left over.  These letters spell out a 
useful hint so you will never be lost.   The first correct entry sent to editor@nissanpatrolclub.org  wins a "Cooking with 
Tommo" cook book.  Winner will be notified by e-mail. Only NPC members can enter.  A word has been crossed out to 
get you started.  GOOD LUCK! 
 

N I U Q I L I N E D U B B O O D E N U D D O 
N T U M U T S R U H T A B U L L I T H G O W 
T E N T E R F I E L D T C E S S N O C K M E 
M E P O H C U A W A G G A W A G G A M A I K 
C O L L A R E N E B R I P A W R T R D U T T 
B E G A I N V E R E L L O G T A M W O R T H 
W E L L I N G T O N G G R O E F U O R A A A 
A G B O U R K E E R L A T U L T S N R L G B 
R R R W H E C D R L E N M L L O W E I L O M 
W E E W A A O E J I N D A B Y N E Y G A N U 
O N W I L R F N O S I R C U G U L G O N G L 
C F A L B Y F U G M N A Q R M O L O N G B L 
T E R C U U S S C O N E U N A M B U C C A I 
I L R A R G H O B R E L A D I M R A A O T W 
B L I N Y P A R K E S E R C T T O P S N E R 
O B N N A B R O K E N H I L L A O E I D M U 
O O A I H O B E R O N A E U A R K N N O A M 
B M K A T O O M B A B L A Y N E Y R O B N U 
U B S M Y O U N G J E R I L D E R I E O S D 
R A B O C O R A N G E G R I F F I T H L B G 
R L A O Y E S P M E K O O R B L O H W I A E 
A A L C O O T A M U N D R A M O O R A N Y E 
H I L L E N D W O L L O N G O N G E L U A N 
C T I H G O S F O R D H A D E N N U G N S U 
L E N E D M A C R E N A R R O M I N E D S J 
A Y A B N O S L E N E W C A S T L E T L Y R 
W Y O N G A L L U D A L L U O N A M T E Y O 
M U L L U M B I M B Y A B N O R Y B E L L T 
U N A R R A B R I A N O T E L G N I S R E O 

 
ALBURY COLLARENEBRI GUYRA MULLUMBIMBY SINGLETON 
ARMIDALE CONDOBOLIN HAY MURWILLUMBAH TAMWORTH 
BALLINA COOMA HILL END MUSWELLBROOK TAREE 
BATEMANS BAY COOTAMUNDRA HOLBROOK NAMBUCCA TENTERFIELD 
BATHURST COWRA INVERELL NAROOMA TIBOOBURRA 
BEGA DENILIQUIN JERILDERIE NARRABRI TUMUT 
BELL DUBBO JINDABYNE NARROMINE ULLADULLA 
BLAYNEY DUNEDOO JUNEE NELSON BAY URALLA 
BOMBALA DORRIGO KATOOMBA NEWCASTLE WAGGA WAGGA 
BOURKE EDEN KEMPSEY NOWRA WALCHA 
BREWARRINA GILGANDRA KEW NUNDLE WALGETT 
BROKEN HILL GLEN INNES KIAMA OBERON WAUCHOPE 
BULLI GOSFORD LISMORE ORANGE WELLINGTON 
BYRON BAY GOULBURN LITHGOW PARKES WILCANNIA 
CAMDEN GRAFTON MAITLAND PENRITH WOLLONGONG 
CASINO GRENFELL MITTAGONG PORT MACQUARIE WYONG 
CESSNOCK GRIFFITH MOAMA ROTO YASS 
COBAR GULGONG MOLONG SAWTELL YETMAN 
COFFS HARBOUR GUNNEDAH MUDGEE SCONE YOUNG 
 
ANSWER: 

 
TS 

April Answer:  Every highway, road and path leads to the Nissan Patrol Club. 
April Winner:  Chris J 
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FOR SALE           
  FOR SALE         

Item:    1 New ROH Wheel Rim   Item:   Dune Fraser Tent 
Description:  RO 7JJx15 Rim - White.   Description:    2 room tent,  
      6 stud with used 10R 15LT 1090       can easily sleep 4 in the main room. 
               Desert Dueller fitted.                           Used once. 
     Suitable for MQ, MK or GQ.    
     Would make a good spare.    
    
Price:   $30   Price:   $250 
Location:  Ryde   Location:  Northern Beaches or CBD 
Contact:   Ray      0408 473 818   Contact:  Arpad                0413 425 238 

 

FREEBEE       
  

FOR SALE      
Item:      2 Rims   Item:   Shovel and Hi Jack Holder 
Description:     10R 15LT 1090   Description:   Fits most roof racks    
              Desert Duellers.  6 stud.                               (not mine) 
            Could be used for a trailer.    
    
   Price:   $50 
Location:    Ryde   Location:   Northern Beaches or CBD 
Contact:  Ray       0408 473 818    Contact:   Arpad              0413 425 238 

 

FREEBEE           
  

FOR SALE               
Item:         Rear Dress Bar   Item:  Hyundai Elantra 2002 Hatchback 
Description:   To fit GU Patrol.   Description:   123,800km 
    Complete and in excellent condition.      Good condition, Rego till October. 
     Must go because we bought a 4WD. 
    
    
   Price:     $4000.   ONO 
Location:  Ryde   Location:   Northern Beaches or CBD 
Contact:    Ray           0408 473 818   Contact:   Arpad         0413 425 238 

 

     

If you would like to place something on the 
Noticeboard, contact editor@nissanpatrolclub.org      
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75 Long Street, Smithfield  NSW  2164  Ph (+612) 9616 7300 

 

TRADE DIRECTORY 
 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

CURRENT ADVERTISING CHARGES 
 

Full Page Outside Back Cover $425.00 pa 
Half Page Outside Back Cover $225.00 pa 

 
Full Page Inside Back Cover $400.00 pa 
Full Page Inside Front Cover $400.00 pa 

 
Business Card Ad $50.00 pa 

 
Full Page Other $370.00 pa 
Half Page Other $185.00 pa 

 
Please contact Michael Black at publicity@nissanpatrolclub.org 
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CAMPING CHECKLIST 
� SAFETY � COLD FOODS � COOKING, ETC � PERSONAL 

 First Aid kit  Water   Stove & stand  Daywear 

 Torch & Batteries  Milk-Powder/long life  Gas cylinders (full)  Sleepwear 

 Portable Radio  Sauces – Tomato, BBQ  BBQ plate  Swimwear & towel 

 Maps  Butter / Margarine  BBQ tools  Footwear 

 Compass  Cold cuts  Matches / lighter  Rainwear / Jacket 

 EPIRB  Meats  Frying pan  Underwear  

 GPS  Vegetables  Saucepans & lids  Sunglasses 

 Spare Batteries  Fruits  Plates & Bowls  Reading glasses 

   Eggs   Mugs / cups  Hat 

   Drinks  Glasses   

� TENT    Cutlery   

 Tents & Poles    Vegetable peeler � TOILETRIES 

 Pegs & Guy ropes � DRY FOOD   Can opener  Medication 

 Spare pegs / guy ropes  Tea, Coffee, Sugar  Corkscrew  Salt water soap 

 Ground sheet / tarp  Salt & Pepper  Sharp knife (Sm & L)  Tooth brush & paste 

 Tent fly  Flour –Plain/Self Raising  Mixing bowl  Hair brush & Comb 

 Mallet  Oil  Tongs / Spatula  Deodorant 

 Seam sealer  Vegemite  Tea towels  Shampoo & Conditioner 

 Tent repair kit  Peanut Butter  Dishwashing liquid  Mirror 

 Rake  Tin Food  Water container  Bath towel 

 Broom / dustpan  Breakfast Cereal  Drink container  Face washer 

 Door mat for tent  Biscuit Snacks  Flask  Shaver 

     Cutting board  Shower cap 

     Portable fridge  Cosmetics 

� BEDDING � MISCELLANEOUS  Plate drying rack  Sunscreen 

 Sleeping bags   Portable toilet    Insect repellent 

 Sleep bag inner sheets   Portable shower    Toilet paper 

 Air Mattress   Portable wash machine    Tissues 

 Camp beds   Laundry detergent     

 Pillows   Rechargeable light � ENTERTAINMENT   

   Portable clothes line   Recharging Cables   

   Pegs   Phone   

� FURNITURE  Daypack  Camera, Film & Batteries   

 Camp table  Sewing kit  Binoculars   

 Chairs  Garbage bags  Card games   

 Camp cupboard  Duct Tape  Books   

 Camp wardrobe  Bucket  Pens, pencils, paper   

 Kitchen table  Small shovel   Fishing gear   

   Axe     

   Insect Spray     
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