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SPECIAL FEATURE
Driver Training DIRTY

LEARN
ING

While no stranger to off-road antics, we thought it time the National Ad 

Manager got trained. CAMERON DAVIS recalls his weekend of fun
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eing the new ad manager 
at 4X4 Australia I’d been 
hanging for the chance 
to get out and get dirty. 
Sure I’ve done some 
off-roading before but 
I don’t know whether 
you’d call it four-wheel 
driving as such, maybe 

more rallying. 
You see, my first love is motor racing, 

in any form. If it’s got wheels, motor and 
a number on the side, I’m interested. I  

currently race endurance karts on circuits 
all over NSW and occasionally hillclimb 
the trusty Peugeot 405 sedan at Huntley, 
south of Wollongong. So I wanted to find 
out why so many people I’ve met in my 
short time at 4X4 Australia get excited 
about barely registering on the speedo.

The invite for my ‘initiation’ came from 
the Nissan Patrol 4WD Club of NSW/ACT 
and Vice President Bradley Boatwright is 
more than helpful, providing an informa-
tion sheet with what I need to bring along 
and a mud map to the club land. This was 

to be the final training weekend for 2007, 
undergoing modules one to three of the 
club’s intensive in-house training pro-
gram on its own 120 hectare property at 
Windellama, about two and a half hours’ 
south-west of Sydney. 

Along for the ride was friend Adam 
Smith, an outdoors enthusiast and 
Troopy owner who, like me, has spent 
hours exploring and gaining experience  
driving the dirt roads and tracks around 
Nowra. This was all without any formal 
off-road driver training.

As the new guy at 4X4, I’d been hanging 
for the chance to get out and get dirty

The Wrangler never 
put a foot wrong

Approach angle 
gets demystified

Inside the club facilities
Chris explains the 
weekend’s course

Convoy procedure 
was to be followed
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We arrived on time and on target thanks 
to the easy to read map supplied by Brad. 
The Wrangler Unlimited, loaded up 
with camping gear and mountain bikes,  
handled the rough track we had chosen 
on entry with ease and had already pleas-
antly surprised on the freeway. We met 
our hosts and, with a location for the tent 
sorted within minutes, awaited the start 
at 9am on Saturday.

Assembled for the weekend was a selec-
tion of GQ/GU Patrols, a D40 Pathfinder, 
Land Rover Discovery and the Wrangler. 
A quick introduction to our instructors; 
Chris Chapman, the club’s driver training 
officer, Michael Flett, Glenn Schultz and 
Brad, was followed by Chris giving us the 
rundown on what to expect and convoy 

procedures to be followed. Soon enough 
we were ready to get mobile and a few 
nervous smiles abounded as we got in line 
and drove along ‘Cindys’ track away from 
the club’s impressive shed. 

Instantly we were in tight confines with 
roots, rocks, ruts, fallen trees and wombat 
holes to negotiate – all within a kilome-
tre of our starting point. As we explored 
the property boundaries, a running radio 
commentary from Chris imparted club  
history and local facts on eager students, 
with the occasional joke slipped in for 
good measure. 

After exploring the property’s bound-
ary line the time came to test ourselves 
and our vehicles over some tougher  
terrain beginning with more tight  

 ■ The Nissan Patrol Club took off in 
1976, although these days any type of 
vehicle is welcomed. And there's a lot on 
offer to the prospective member. 

The club has its own land and facilities, 
runs driver training sessions and members 
organise a busy trip schedule, with some 
mid-week excursions for those that have 
the time or for those who work weekends. 

Then there’s the competition fun; The 
Nissan Trials is an established event that's 
now spawned Son of Trials.

Meetings are second Wednesday of 
the month at Veteran Car Club Hall, 134 
Queens Rd, Five Dock, NSW at 8pm. 
Contact: nissanpatrolclub.org

NISSAN PATROL CLUB
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Instantly we were in some tight confines 
with roots, rocks, ruts and fallen trees  

Cameron’s told to 
go put a hat on

Nervous smiles 
as the convoy 

moves off
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twisting trails followed by a steep chute 
to a dam wall crossing and a loose rock 
washout. In the meantime, our instruc-
tors were walking us through our next 
obstacle while advising on gear selection, 
throttle application and the correct line. 

During a short break, our instructors 
talked us through the features and the 
aftermarket products fitted to the assem-
bled off-road vehicles. There was advice 

on what works and what doesn’t, com-
monly made mistakes and the advantages 
of each piece of gear. 

On Saturday afternoon we attacked 
more challenging terrain with growing  
confidence. We navigated wombat holes 
that could swallow a small car and that 
created enough twist to crack a GQ wag-
on’s front diff. We finished the day’s driv-
ing with a figure-eight course over a rock 

outcrop, under direction of the instruc-
tors who helped us complete the task 
without damaging the vehicles. 

Afterwards, the majority of us had din-
ner at the Loaded Dog at Tarago before 
returning for some more conversation 
and storytelling around the fire.

The next morning, after a BBQ brekky 
and another view of the trails by mountain 
bike, all were assembled in the shed to be 

With growing confidence we navigated 
wombat holes that could swallow a car

The expected  
collateral damage

A quick route to 
broken thumbs 
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shown through all the available recovery 
gear. This was invaluable information for 
us novices; to know what was needed and 
to learn about rated equipment.

This was our ‘theory’ section and, 
although we spent a good couple of hours 
in the shed, I never once spied a yawn. 
Chris kept it entertaining, regaling sto-
ries from his 30-odd years’ experience to 
put it all into perspective.

After lunch, we put our new found 
knowledge into practice with some mock 
recovery scenarios. Snatch-strap recov-
ery, with and without assistance, was our 
first task. We then performed a number 
of hand- and electric-winch recover-
ies, using different approaches and  
combinations of equipment. 

We were then shown three versions of 
a ‘dead man’s anchor’ the club had built 
as examples. I’m glad I didn’t get thrown 
a shovel. Chris pointed out that if you 
needed this option you’re already in  
‘seriously deep’ and I hope I never have 
to apply the knowledge.

So what have I learnt? 
You don’t have to be travelling at 

warp speed to drive ‘at the limit’. This is 
bushwalking for the vehicle enthusiast, 
yet it still wears you out towards the end 
of the day.

Four-wheel drive clubs are a great 
resource for experience, training and 
socialising and I’d like to thank the Nissan 
Patrol 4WD Club of NSW & ACT Inc for 
the invitation. I’ll be back.  

4X4 clubs are a great resource for 
experience, training and socialising

Expert guidance 
saves paintwork

Grinning with new 
found confidence

The GQ’s diff didn’t 
last the weekend


